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Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated is a private, charitable, non-profit conservation organisation dedicated to the

restoration, creation and

maintenance of wetland habitat in New Zealand, the propagation and conservation of the country’s rare waterfowl, and the advocacy of wetlands as a valuable
natural resource, This is achieved through six projects each with specific aims. These are: “Operation Pateke”, the reduction of the threatened status of the New
Zealand brown teal through the release of captive bred birds and wise habitat management; “Operation Gretel”, to increase the number of grey teal in New
Zealand through the provision of suitable nesting habitat; “Operation Whio”, the conservation of blue duck through the release of captive bred birds to expand the
species range; “Operation Branta”, to establish the Canada goose in the North Island as a valuable recreational resource; “Operation Royal Swan”, the
conservation of Mute Swan through the establishment of a captive breeding population; and “Operation Wetlands”, to preserve, create and manage wetland areas
tlmldmdmedﬁmdmg.mdmmlasmstmandmbhcedmatwndweﬂwvalmnemmﬁcMydwahndsmwaterlowlsalsoenmngedthm@

direct funding,

The organisation was founded in May 1974 by a group of concerned conservationists and incorporated by them in June 1975 at Wellington, New Zealand.
Membership, in four categories, is open to anyone wMWMWsWJWWMBSllmmeﬂmsm

perammLdeenwmbershlplsMSperananSmmmmbefsluplsammumdlﬁl}perammnmdl.llemba\slms

,00. Membership carries a

subscription to “Flight”, the official quarterly publication of Ducks Unlimited which currently reaches 2000 members and friends concerned with waterfowl
conservation. Letter, rrunuscrq:ismdplﬂmpl’ushou]d be addressed to the “Flight” Editor. To assure prompt delivery, members should send subscription
renewalsarﬂchmagesofaddmﬂoNahuulHeadqmﬂma{POBoxMI76,lnwerHutLAnymwsem'essedbymﬁiImMsm“Fim are their own and do
not necessarily constitute those of Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated.

In spite of the country going through an
incredibly bleak peviod, DU has continued to
enhance its position as New Zealand’s major
waterfowl and wetlands conservation group.

The successes during the past year ave a
tribute fo our membership, lo our six chap-
ters and to the DU Board of Direclors. Exter-
nally the Department of Conservation has
financially assisted with the Brown Teal pro-
gramme and with the Blue Duck captive
breeding programme. Ducks Unlimited in
the USA and in Canada once again assisted
with our fund raising efforts, with an
impressive supply of auction items. Sponsor-
ship from British Airways Assisting Nature
Conservation programme in getting Grant
Dumbell to the UK for the founding of Wet-
land Link International was very gratefully
received; as was a 300 pound contribution
from the British Council, in Wellinglon, to
assist with Grant’s travel costs whilst he was
in the UK.

Other major highlights during the past
year have been;

* The production of four lop quality issues
of FLIGHT, with some excellent articles/
illustrations. It's great to see people wan-
ting to publish articles in FLIGHT
Again we owe much to Brendan Coe and
his company, Lithographic Services, for
magnificent support in the production of
FLIGHT. We are also indebted to those
companies who have continued to adver-
tise in FLIGHT and who have done so
Sor many years - particularly Winchester
New Zealand, Reloaders Supplies and Rod
& Rifle magazine.

* The PATEKE, WHIO, GRETEL
BRANTA and ROYAL SWAN projects
all had an excellent year, with well over
100 brown teal being reared, 10 blue
duck being reared and over 30 wmute
swans being reaved. Grey Teal and Cana-
da's have seen further population
increases, and thanks to Ducks Unli-
mited, Canada geese now feature on the

game licences of most North Island Fish
& Game aveas, bul it is unfortunate that
we do not receive more financial support
from the counlry’s 50,000 waterfowl hun-
lers.

On the financial side we made further
inroads towards eliminating the Pearce
Wetlands morigage. Fund vaising for the
Pearce Wetlands continues to go well and
I hope to see further progress in this area
during the curvent period. Our chapters
again performed miracles in raising a
fraction under $30,000 during the year.
One major move we hope to see in the
short term is some of the chapter money
going directly into habitat in the areas in
which the money was raised.

Whilst membership growth has not seen
the increase we all dream about, numbers
have increased steadily during the year
and I would like lo thank all who have
helped with the membership competition.
All we need is a membership figure of
around 2,500 to cover all our administra-
tion costs - including FLIGHT. Please see
what you can do lo help achieve this
figure.

One of the main reasons for DU’s contin-
ued success is the fulltime employment of
Grant Dumbell. Grant has placed DU
New Zealand on a very professional fool-
ing and his expertise and enthusiasm is
well recognised both here and overseas.
Grant married our secretary Marie early
this year and I know you will all wish
them well and I hope they will enjoy
working together on DU affairs. Grant is
currently taking a serious look at our
Constitution. The aim of this review is fo
ensure that DU is able to continue fo
expand in all divections, maintain clearly
defined management voles, provide chap-
ters with a sound management base, pro-
vide a wider range of membership options,

and so on. Our two lawyers on the DU

Board ave assisting with this review

*  The national raffle was again a highlight
and this year's raffle should again be a
winner - with a quite superb original
painting of a pair of grey teal by Lex
Hedley being the first prize. Lex exhibited
some of his oulstanding work at the 1989
annual conference. He is at present in
British Columbia for a couple of years
and has rapidly become one of BC's prom-
inent artists.

*  During the year we were able lo conitri-
bute further funds ftowards scaup and
brown teal rvesearch and in a practical
manner we have been assisting Massey
University’s grey duck wvesearch with a
supply of captive reared grey ducks. This
year we are assisting vesearch on Canada
geese, blue duck and brown teal.

A major occurrence during the past year was
the establishment of a new administration fo
manage Freshwaler fisheries and gamebivds.
Tivelve Fish & Game Councils were esta-
blished to replace the 24 acclimalisation socie-
ties. A national Fish & Game Council was
also established. During the past year, transi-
tional fish and game councils have done an
outstanding job of establishing the new struc-
ture on a very sound base. The next period
looks certain to see some changes on the DU
Board of Direclors and I would like to thank
all Directors for their support and wish new-
comers to the Board a long and pleasant
involvement. I would also like to thank our
Patron, Lady Isaac, for her enthusiastic sup-
port for what DU is atlempting lo achieve
and for her continued support for the
ROYAL SWAN project. Thanks also to all
project participants and all DU members for
helping DU achieve its objectives. Due lo
health reasons I will be standing down as
DU  President, but will continue on the
Board of Divectors. Jim Campbell has gener-
ously offered to fill the gap for the remaining
year of my lerm and David Rice has been
appointed Vice President.

Neil Hayes PRESIDENT
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Featune Anticle

When going to *Pot”
makes good sense

BY ALAN FIELDING

Manawatu Chapter

Much has been said recently about
environmentally acceptable and unaccept-
able methods of effluent disposal, particu-
larly in relation to the Wellington experi-
ence.

It is amazing to read of claims of “envir-
onmentally acceptable” disposal of effluent
in the ocean - claimed “acceptable” presu-
mably because the effluent is thoroughly
treated and screened before discharge.
Such extravagant claims lose sight of the
nutri(_ant aspect of these systems. The
question needs to be asked: “Why are we
prepared to feed the ocean with precious
growth nutrients, most of which were of
land origin?” Can this possibly be “envir-
onmentally acceptable?” It might be to the
short- sighted, but examining it on a long-

Unstable sand country actively eroding before being seeded and then irrigated with effluent - and the result. The ‘Por’ -
vegelation and some of the 2500 sprinklers in action.

T e e

term basis and on a biospheric one at
that, it certainly isn't an intelligent,
acceptable answer.,

It seems to me more than a little ironi-
cal that while the capital city argues, a
little town not 1% hours away has got on
and very successfully solved the sewage
problem.

The Levin disposal system is a safe and
proper solution to an environmental prob-
lem facing every community - a solution
that is the result of nearly 10 vears inves-
tigation into five alternative methods of
disposal.

The 4 year old Levin scheme costing
$3.2 million is the largest land disposal
scheme in the country and is one of few
such schemes in New Zealand using efflu-
ent irrigation in pasture establishment
and afforestation.

Levin Borough effluent was formerly
discharged into Lake Horowhenua, where
despite excellent treatment, the nutrient

addition, in particular of nitrogen and
phosphorus, produced grossly accelerated
eutrophication with predictable side effects
on all other users.

Lake Horowhenua is a shallow struc-
ture typically 1.35m deep, an ancient dune
lake of aeolian origins, nearly 2 sq kms in
area with a catchment area from agricul-
tural lands, wetlands and the Borough of
Levin. The lake’s outlet to the sea is via
the Hokio Stream through Hokio Beach.

Apart from the earlier effluent disposal
use, other uses of this lake include boat-
ing, fishing, waterfowl refuge, sea cadet
training, passive recreation and landscape
diversity.

Today Levin's sewage treatment plant,
upgraded in 1966, provides a 3 stage high
quality treatment for the town’s effluent
which is then pumped at an average rate
of about 6.2 million litres a day to the
effluent disposal area in duneland 7 km
away. About 15% of this volume is of non-

heart of the Levin Borough effluent disposal scheme. Note the hoxuriant
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A wetland in the ‘Pot’ area - many waterfowl frequent these small Wetlands.

domestic origin. Within the disposal area
is a natural depression popularly called
“The Pot”. With no overland drainage, it
is an ideal site for effluent storage prior to
irrigation. The “Pot” is 7 ha in area, up to
8m in depth and holds approximately 425
million htres.

From the “Pot” the effluent is pumped
to the irrigation systems in the surround-
ing area where final disposal takes place
onto the land. This irrigated area covers
50 ha and can receive the equivalent of
100 mm of rain per week delivered
through 42 km of pipes and 2500 sprin-
klers. Most of the irrigated area has been
stabilised with grasses, the growth rate of
which can only be described as astonish-
ing. Following this initial stabilisation pro-
cess, Pinus radiata has been planted and
is expected to perform extremely well
with the water and nutrient application.

It is only at this point that this uncon-
ventional system becomes limited in its
application. Pinus species and in particu-
lar Pinus radiata are of course well known
and well proven timber trees from a land-
scape and market-place point of view -
rather too much so! Many other timber
species, both indigenous and exotic are
suitable for growing on dunes under these
conditions. Hopefully some further
thought will be given to the choice of trees
for future plantings - thought that might
accommodate a more sound economic
investment and greater visual variety as
well.

Application of effluent to soil not only
produces growth of crops but also has the
advantage of soil organisms providing fur-
ther treatment of the effluent. Eventually,
when this effluent reaches the ground
water and flows into an open water-course
it 1s virtually clean water.

The idea of land application of effluent
is not really a new one but perhaps sim-
ply a rediscovery by the engineering world
during the last 10 years or so. Europe has
had several systems in operation for over
a century, in South East England for
about two centuries, in the Far East for

many, many centuries and in many arid
countries effluent irrigation has aug-
mented critically short water supplies.
Presently because of severe water pollu-
tion problems facing many North Ameri-
can cities, a considerable number of land-
based sewage systems successfully operate
on that continent. Such implementation of
ecologically sound engineering has made
substantial progress in removing pollution
from lakes, rivers and beaches. New Zea-
land would do well to get on with the
same real solutions to very real problems
instead of simply dodging to engage mere
minor improvements in an “Ostrich” sys-
tem.

It is truly unfortunate that effluent dis-
posal is such an emotive subject with so
many people. This has had the effect of
restricting the use of land-based systems.
With the Levin experience too, most of the
opposition arose from a lack of unders-
tanding of the concept of land application
disposal. However, the idea “sold” to the
ratepayers of Levin and with the approval
of 50% government subsidy for systems
designed “to overcome eutrophication”,
the scheme went ahead successfully.

The safety of the design criteria for
land application systems was described at
a meeting of environmental specialists and
epidemiologists in Switzerland in 1985 as
“overly conservative” and likely to
“unduly restrict the development of
appropriate schemes”.

Major public health considerations in
such schemes ensure that water sources
are not polluted either by aerosol dispersal
nor by direct percolation into the ground-
water. However, recent research suggested
that tertiary treatment of sewage mini-
mises risks from pathogens as does the
inclusion of a buffer zone around the dis-
posal site.

Today, the scheme is an accepted fact of
life around Levin. The Horowhenua Dis-
trict Council has conducted tours around
the “Pot” and students of engineering,
agriculture, horticulture and forestry visit
the facility frequently.

The JIM CAMPBELL
Decoy Carving
Trophy

This frophy will be
competed for annu-
ally by carvers from
around New Zea-
land. The competi-
fion will be judged
and the trophy
awarded at the
Annual Conference.

Get your entry in for the 1991
inaugural competition

1991 ANNUAL

GONFERENCE

The Tokaanu Hote!
formerly THC. Tokaanu)

Salurday 13th and Sunday 14th July 1991,
1/We will be attending the 1991 Annual Conference

Name/s:
Adaress:

My/Qur  pre-registration  fee of  $5000 is
enclosed

I/'We will require accomodation for the nights of

Number in party
Nummber in room required
My/Our deposit for accomodation of $80 per
room is enclosed

Please charge my Visa/Bankcard/AmEx/Diners
i

Expiry date:

Please retun this form, with your $50 pre-
registration fee and $80 accomodation deposit (if
required) lo:

Dane Pritt ¢/~ PO Box 44-176, Lower Hutt
Phone (0658 58-016

FLIGHT 5
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TGTAL EXPERSES
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THE PEARCE WETIANDS
UNLIMITED’S WAIRARAPA WILDERNESS

DUCKS

wing 1988, Ducks Unimiled purchased the Pearce

Wetlands, a 309 acre piece of the eastemn shore of Lake

Wairarapa, and one of the last areas of shoreline still in
private ownership. We made this bold move once i became apparent that
the Department of Conservation, crippied by Government imposed funding
cuts, could pot take up their option on the property. In our ownership, the
area’s outstanding wetland values will be protected for the future, something
that could not be guaranteed had someone else bealen us fo it

And outstanding its wetland values truely are! This area is used by a
staggering amay of birds, something which is hard o imagine when
standing on s flat, soggy. landscape. Yet it is these very charactensiics
which make it the jewel in Lake Walrarapa's crown.

When the nor-westers blow the lake reclaims the area and floods it
completely. When the weather is more settled, the waters recede and the
fiocks of ducks, geese, swans, stits, herons, oystercalchers and dotferels
move in to feed the shallow paols that remain.

Spring migrations bring waders with names like Yellowlegs, Greenshanks,
and Sandpipers from Siberia and Alaska, while winter migrations may bring
the Black Stit the world's rarest wader, from the braided riverbeds of
Canterbury. The odd Australian visitor also appears, whether it be a Glossy
Ibis or a Chestnut-breasted Shefduck:

In order to ket the secret of the Pearce Wellands out, Ducks Unlimited is
now launching a Pearce Wetlands fundraising drive. Members who wish to
coninbute to this project can help by simply clipping the coupon and
sending a donation. As with all Ducks Unlimited's fundraising, contributions
are fax deductible and we will issue you with a receipt

However, if you want to become more closely involved with the project
Ducks Unlimited is offering a strictly limited number of Foundation
Sponsorships. Should you wish fo have more information about this
scheme, please send us the coupon below indicating your interest. We will
mail you our in-depth brochure, “The Pearce Wetlands: An Infroduction’,
which outlines, in more detail the benefits of becoming a Pearce Wetlands
Foundation Sponsor.

If you are “For Waterfow! and Wetlands', as we are, you wil realise that this
project is a significant undertaking for Ducks Unfimited. We hope you will
support our confinuing development by supporting the Pearce Wetlands.

LOCALITY MAP

MNorth Island

Lake Wairarapa

Views of the Pearce Wetlands. A magnificent area for waterfowl and wadingSPecies.

A shoveler drake, a common species at the Pearce
Wetlands.

PEARCE WETLANDS FUNDRAISING APPEAL

Please send me more information on becoming a Pearce
Wetlands Foundation Sponsor YES / NO

Please receipt my donation of §
My cheque is enclosed YES / No

Please charge my VISA / BANKCARD No.
Expires _____________ Signature
Name :
Address:

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO DUCKS UNLIMITED ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Pied stilts and herons on the wetlands.




Featune Anticle

Wetlands link international

BY GRANT DUMBELL

INTRODUCTION

A long held objective of Sir Peter Scott’s
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust has been the
establishment of an international umbrella
group to act as a linking network for kin-
dred wetland conservation organisations
from around the world. After much plan-
ning, Wetland Link International is now a
reality, and as a result of some substantial
sponsorship from British Petroleum Plc, a
formal launch for WLI was held at Slim-
bridge on Friday 15 February.

Ducks Unlimited New Zealand became
involved in December last year when we
were invited to become a founder member
of WHO, and to have a representative at
the inaugural meeting, which was held
over two days prior to the official launch.

This in turn became possible when Rod
Hall, a long standing friend of Ducks Unli-
mited made available sponsored air travel
to Britain, as part of the British Airways
Assisting Nature Conservation scheme.
Further support was also arranged by
Slimbridge, through the British Council,
to cover our costs in Britain.

As a result, I left Auckland on February
9 and flew directly to London arriving at
Heathrow as Britain was in the grip of
one of its coldest winter snaps for several
years. The timing of this cold snap
couldn’t have been better as it forced the
migratory waterfowl to postpone their
departure from Britain just long enough
to keep Slimbridge brimming with birds
for the official launch of WLI It also
meant the outside temperature varied
between about -6 deg C or -8 deg C or 0
deg C, so many feeding areas were frozen

over, again forcing the birds into the
haven of Slimbridge for a daily feed. By
using an air bubbler on the bottom of the
main “Swan Lake” just enough open
water was retained for the several thou-
sand ducks and several hundred swans in
residence when I arrived at Slimbridge.

The two day working programme began
on February 13 when all the invitees gath-
ered at Slimbridge and met with the WLI
co-ordinator Dr Jane Claricoates, and the
meeting Chairperson, Doug Hulyer, the
Director of Education for all the Wildfow]
and Wetland Trust centres across Britain.
Also present were Dr Mike Moser the
Director of the International Waterfowl
and Wetlands Research Bureau, which is
headquartered at Slimbridge, and Tim
Jones from RAMSAR.

Together, the invitees represented wet-

Swan Lake at Slimbridge during my visit.
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land conservation sites from the Hunter
Valley in Australia, Chesapeake Bay in the
U.S.A., Trinadad and Tobago, the famous
Mai Po Marshes in Hong Kong, and from
Brenne in France. Our representation
included both the Sinclair Wetlands and
the Pearce Wetlands so, apart from Africa,
most of the world's major geographical
areas were represented. From these foun-
der members it is hoped to expand WLI
into Singapore, Morocco, Pakistan and
Italy in the short term, with further sites
to be added when possible.

ROLE AND FUNCTION

The first objective of the meeting was

to define the role of WLI to ensure that it
did not duplicate the activities of existing
organisations such as [WRB and RAM-
SAR. As a result, WLI will specialise in
the expertise required for the development
and running of wetland centres whether
they be primarily for conservation, educa-
tion, or research, an aim that was embod-
ied in the organisation's mission state-
=ment. Therefore: “Wetland Link Interna-
tional is an independent, non-profit asso-
ciation dedicated to fostering professional
excellence among wetland conservation
and education centres and promoting
worldwide awareness of wetland values™.

Once WLI's role had been more clearly
defined, the charter by which it would
operate was then considered. Because of
the international scope of the organisation
a Secretariat has been established to pro-
vide for the day to day running of WLL
This will be headquartered at Slimbridge.
An Executive Board has also been esta-
blished to provide the necessary long term
direction, and a three year planning cycle
has been adopted. The first Executive
Board is made up of the founder members
of WLI whose immediate goal is to resh-
ape the charter of WLI and have it
adopted. Once this has been achieved the
first triennium will begin, and it is envi-
saged that the Executive Board will meet
once every 18 months. Funding for this
first three years has been provided by BP.

Membership of WLI will be open to all
organisations which run, or are planning
to develop wetland centres, however,
because of the non-profit nature of these
organisations annual subscriptions will
only be a token fee. The bulk of WLI's
funding will have to come from interna-
tional or corporate sponsorship. Profit-
making and governmental organisations
will also be able to hold membership of
WLI, however, they will be restricted to
associate membership and will not be eli-

gible to sit on the Executive Board. This
will then preserve the charitable nature of
WLI which will eventually be registered
as a British charity.

PROJECTS

A list of short term objectives was the
third priority of the meeting. If WLI is to
effectively function as a network then it
must have sufficient information about
both its member organisations and their
sites so that this can be shared with other
organisations. As a result, a site/centre
register is being established and all mem-
bers will compile lists of their areas of
expertise and organisational skills, along
with a list of their needs for future centre
development. This way WLI can easily
match strengths and weaknesses and can
provide help for any centre that wants it.
Further information such as management
and development plans, will also be depo-
sited with WLI so that these are easily
available to other organisations.

Several further projects were also
adopted and were delegated to various
members. This way specific information
can be gathered, collated and made avail-
able on subjects such as community liai-
son and public relations, building design
and visitor management, education and

The Parkland Game Feeding System

researched system that really works!

W%% More and more shoots are changing to

the Parkland system of hopper feeding

Look at some of the advantages:

better.

from wheat to beans.

every 10-14 days.

* Increased recovery rate, consistently proven by independently monitored
trials. Birds do not become domesticated, are wilder, flush easier and fly

* Very significant savings in feed costs. Easily regulated non clog feed
release mechanism. Instantly adjustable for any size of pellet or grain

* Fresh food always available, so necessary for those off-lying areas which
can create additional drives and improved ‘outside days’ absolutely no
loss of food through rats, small birds and other vermin.

* Eliminates daily feeding and reduces vehicle costs. Simply top up hoppers

LANGDONS MACHINERY LIMITED
Lagmhor Road, Tinwald
Telephone: Ashburton (03) 308-2400
P.O. Box 5012, Tinwald, New Zealand
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interpretation facilities, habitat manage-
ment and aviculture, and fundraising. All
of these are vital for the successful esta-
blishment and development of new and
existing wetland centres wherever they
may be, so having the information in one
place will be very useful. These projects
will be carried out over the initial esta-
blishment phase of WLL

OFFICIAL LAUNCH

The guest list for the official launch of
WLI numbered over 140 and included
MP’s, representatives from many conser-
vation organisations, local bodies, and uni-
versities. British Petroleum was also
represented by several senior executives.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State officially launched WLI and during
his speech announced the listing of Bri-
tain’s 46th Wetland of International Signi-
ficance. This brings the U.K.'s total area
of wetland preserved under the RAMSAR
convention to well over 210,000 hectares
which is a major commitment to wetland
conservation when you realise that New
Zealand has listed just five sites covering
a total of less than 40,00 hectares, despite
our far smaller population than Britain.

For the launch, each WLI founder mem:-
ber also erected a large display of their
sites and after lunch a series of videos and
talks were given about each site for the
guests. A guided tour of Slimbridge was
also conducted and the day finished with
the regular feeding of the magnificent
Whistler Swans on the thawing lake
immediately in front of the observatory.

Feature Anticle

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This co-operation between Ducks Unli-
mited New Zealand and Wetland Link
International will further raise our inter-
national profile and will give us access to
much expertise that will be helpful in our
own conservation programmes. Con-
versely, we can now make a more effec-
tive contribution to international conserva- =
tion with the result that our efforts will
be more widely known. This is especially
important given that New Zealand is
small and does not share migratory wild- y
fowl with the rest of the world.

Sinclair Wetlands, New Lealand

We are most grateful to Rod Hall, Brit-
ish Airways Assisting Nature Conserva-
tion, The British Council and The Wild-
fowl and Wetlands Trust for making it
possible for us to be involved in this excit-
ing international wetland conservation z
development. Without their support,

DUNZ would not have been represented
at the launch of WLL

The British Council

WETLAND N

LINK e
Internationa

BRITISH ASSISTING NATURE

AIRWAYS CONSERVATION

'DUCKS UNLIMITED
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
PROGRAMME

930 - Regsiration Desk opans
Chapters

Mecting
1000 — Captive Waterfow! Breeding Workshop
11.00 — Tree Plantng Workshop
1230 — Buffet lunch (nof included in registration pice)
200 — Annual General Meeting apens
Welcome from the char

Apalogies
Confrmation of 1990 AGM Minies
2,05 — Presgent’s Amnual Report
210 — Financial Reporf for 1990/91
Appaintment of Auditors for 1997/92
215 — Elocton of four Directors from the foor
Ratifcation of any other matters
220 — Executive Director’s Annual Report

245 — Report on
ﬁmmwmmraﬂ&mdmwmm

255 — Raport on “Operation Whio™
Presentation of the Bl Duck Breeder of the Year Award

305 — Repart on “Operation Royal Swan™
Presantation of the Mute Swan Breeder of the Year Award

315 — Rapart on "Oparaton Gretel™

320 — Report on “Operabon Branta”

3.25 — Eatorial Report

330 — PRESIDENTS SHOUT

345 — Presentation of the Ducks Unfimited (N2 ) Inc Artst of the Year Award

350 — Guest Address

405 — Guest Speaker — Mr Don Merfon GSM

445 — Prosentaton of the B Barrett Trophy

450 — General Business

500 — Amual General Meeting Closes

7.00 — Annual Conference Dinner

845 — Annual Conference Fundraising Atcton

1000 — Refreshments

MEMBERSHIP COMPETITION

The winners in the quarterly “Flight” membership competition are

G. B. Copp of Blenheim
and F. Rouse of Blenheim

Both win copies of our book “Wetlands: Discovering New Zealand's Shy Places". To
be in for the next draw simply fill out the attached coupcen, or send us a copy, and
both you and the new member you introduce will go into a draw to receive prizes
from the D.U. Sales Dept. The more members you sing up, the more chances you
have of winning. The draw for the September issue of Flight closes on 10th August.

Ducks Unlimited Ducks Unlimited New Member Competition

subscriptions are e
Life Members __$600 Address: =
Gold Sponsors 5250 per yr asa e _member of Ducks Unlimited

A subscription of $ ___ isenclosed
Please charge Visa/Bankcard NO
Expiry Date

New member introduced by

Address
D Tick for a gift subscription

Silver Sponsors 125 per yr

Bronze Sponsors  $60 per yr Signature:

Trade Members  $45 per yr

Contributor
Members ___ $30 per yr

Please send renewal notices to:

All donations to Ducks Unlimited are Tax Deductible
Post 1o PO, Box 44-176, Lower Hutt

Junior Members
(Under 16) ___$11 peryr
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NEW ADDRESS

Recently, the postal address for Ducks
Unlimited was moved from Lower Hutt to
Auckland. Notification of this change was
on the membership renewals which were
sent out in April. The new postal address
for all correspondence is: Ducks Unlimited
New Zealand Inc P O Box 9795 Newmar-
ket AUCKLAND.

ANDY TANNOCK

D.U. Director, Andy Tannock, has

recently been elected as a councillor on
the Wellington regional Fish and Game
Council. As a result, Andy has decided to
step down from the D.U. Board and will
not seek re-election as a member’s repres-
entative at the A.G.M. in July.

D.U. Uews

The Board wishes to thank Andy for
the valuable contribution he has made to
Ducks Unlimited, both as a director and
as the founding chairperson of the
Manawatu Chapter. Under his direction,
the chapter has developed into the success
it is today. Andy’s continued support of
D.U. will be an asset and we wish him
well for his new challenge.

AUCKLAND CHAPTER DINNER
AUCTION

The annual Auckland Chapter Fun-
draising dinner was again held in late
March at the Sorrento on One Tree Hill. A
total of $3,700 was raised, which took the

total money raised by the chapter for the
1990/91 financial year to $11,000.
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The committee would like to thank all
members and friends, who attended the
evening, for their support. Special thanks
are also extended to those people and busi-
nesses who again supported the evening
by donating items for the auction.

TIRITIRI MATANGI ISLAND
UPDATE

The Brown Teal released onto Tiritiri
Matangi Island are continuing to breed
well. This season, one of the original pairs
released in 1987 produced three broods. In
addition to this, birds have now been con-
firmed at four different locations on the
island and successful breeding has been
confirmed at three of them. One of these
new breeding records involved an
unbanded female which can only be a sec-
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ond generation bird. The two releases of
Brown Teal on Tini have, therefore, been
an outstanding success.

Thanks to Ray and Barbara Walters,
the DOC rangers on the island, for their
help and assistance in updating D.U. on
the progress of these birds. A full article
on Tiritii Matangi Island is planned for a
later edition of “Flight”.

URUPUKAPUKA ISLAND UPDATE

After a long absence, four Brown Teal
were recently reported from Urupukapuka
Island in the Bay of Islands. Like Tiritiri
Matangi Island, two releases of Brown
Teal have been made on Urupukapuka
Island, but as yet we have not seen the
same level of success as on Tiri.

GREAT BARRIER ISLAND UPDATE

During May, D.U. Executive Director
Grant Dumbell, DOC Auckland Conser-
vancy Advisory Scientist Dr Anne Ste-
wart, and D.U. scientific Advisor Asso-
ciate Professor John Craig visited Great
Barrier Island to assess the status of
Brown Teal on the island. Initial results
indicate that theré have been marked
changes in both the number and distribu-
tion of birds on the island, and this will be
the subject of a report vet to be submitted
to DOC. Once this report is complete, a
summary will be published in “Flight”.

OPERATION WHIO

The Blue Duck Captive Breeding Group
met in early May to assess the success of
last year's breeding season. The final
figure for the number of Blue Duck bred
in 1990 was 10 birds, a 150% increase on
the previous year's results. As DOC has
recently removed two young female birds
from the wild for the captive breeding pro-
gramme, the number of paired birds in
the programme this year will be at an all
time high.

D.U. Uews

NEW LIFE MEMBER

Ducks Unlimited has just gained a new
life member in Mr G. Henry from Welling-
ton. Ducks Unlimited appreciates the sup-
port it receives from all its life members,
both here and overseas, and a list of them
appears in the front cover of “Flight”. We
have also recently re-established contact
with one of our early life members, Mr
Bob Eberhardt from California.

SPONSOR AND TRADE MEMBERS

Since the last copy of “Flight” we have
received many Sponsor and Trade Mem-
berships, which are gratefully acknow-
ledged.

Mr Brendan Coe
Mr David Smith

Silver Sponsor:  Mr J. A. Tocker

Bronze Sponsor: L. D. & B. F. Appleton
Miss Shirley Barnett
Canadian Airlines
Mrs Raana Campbell
Mr Ted Hansen
Kilwell Sports
Mr James Mason
Mrs Diane Mason
Mr KJ. McNamara
Nga Manu Trust
Otorohanga Zoological
Society
Ms Diane Pritt
Mr David Rice
Mr John Sax

Gold Sponsor:

Trade Members: Duck Designs
Haleyon Publishing
Katikati Bird Gardens
Marshall Fine Arts
Olin Corporation NZ
Ltd
Custom Conservatories
Sportways Gunshed
Staglands
“Teletronics
Wanganui District
Council

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

Membership subscriptions are now due
and the first reminder was sent out to all
members in early April. If you have not
received a renewal form, due to a recent
change of address, please forward your
subscription to our Auckland postal add-
ress with notification of your new add-
ress.

GET WELL SOON

D.U. President Neil Hayes recently
entered hospital for surgery. Ducks Unli-
mited wishes Neil all the best for a speedy
return to fitness and we are sure that Neil
and Sylvia's wetland in the Wairarapa,
“Gretel Lagoons”, will be an ideal setting
for Neil's recovery.

D.U. INC AND D.U. CANADA
CONVENTIONS

During May, D.U. Director David Rice
represented D.UN.Z. at the D.U. Inc con-
vention held in San Deigo. Approximately
1300 people attended the convention,
which was held over a four day period.
Grant Dumbell and Marie McEntee will
also represent D.UN.Z. at the D.U.
Canada Convention in Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia, later this month. Grant will also visit
D.U. Canada headquarters in Winnipeg
and will look at projects in both Calgary
and new Brunswick. These visits serve to
further develop our contacts with Ducks
Unlimited in North America.

SPONSORSHIP FROM WANG
EXPRESS

Ducks Unlimited has recently received
valuable sponsorship from Wang Express
in the form of computer supplies. These
include both printer ribbons and fanfold
paper which will help to reduce our over-
heads. Ducks Unlimited is very grateful to
Mike Keown of Wang Express who
arranged the sponsorship for us.

DON'T MISS YOUR COPY OF

ROD & RIFLE

M A G A

NZ's Premier Sporting Pubhcatlon.

e UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING ¢ SEAFISHING
e BIG GAME HUNTING ¢ TROUT ANGLING
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| NATIONAL SALES ITEMS

BOOKS

Duckshooters: Sportsmen &

Conservatlonists i i 20.00
Complete Book Australian Birds (Readers

Plepastaii ) sl T Sl e o) 85.00
Coloured Key to the Waterfow! of the

1/ w; 4 o RESARRL I AT AN & W el G il sV e R O 14.50
Ducks, Pondsand Pecople ...................... 1450
New Zealand Birds ................................ 11.30
The Hawaiian Goose ........ .........cccceen... 25.50
Ponds and Lakes for Wildfow! ................... 36.00
Wildfow! by Eric Hosking ..............ccoceieee. 50.00
Wetlands by Gordon Stephenson ............. 15.00

STATIONERY

DU Ballpoint Pens Clic Bic - perboxof 10 ... 14.20

DU Maxipens - perboxof 10 .................... 11.20
DU Maxipens -single ..., 1.50
Janet Marshall Bird Cards - set of four ........ 6.00
Omithological Society Bird Cards - packs

OF A0 i i e e 6.00
Waterfowl Writing Pcper and Envelopes -

SEEOfA0 T e 9.00
Waterfowl Note Paper and Envelopes - set
I e 6.00
Postcards - Mute Swan/Brown Teal

A0paeicla S e L e 4.00

APPAREL

DU Hat - Blue/Grey (one size fitsall) ........ 25.00
DU Jersey - Red/Green/Blue (state size) .. 76.00
DU Polo Shirt - DarkBlue ......................... 40.00

GENERAL

BADGES

DlBecal o e N i e

DU Cloth Shoulder Patch :
DU Canada 50th Anniversary Badge ....... 5.60
DU Duck Head Badge - Large Gold ........ 6.75
DU Duck Head Badge - Small Gold/White

W e e A e S R et A e 5.60
DU Duck Head Stick Pin .......................... 5.60

Limited Edition Art Prints
Blue Duck Art Print by Paul Martinson

(Members:Price); .. ... m i 85.00
Shoveler Art Print by Russell Jackson
(MembersPrice) ................ccccovveivieievannns 85.00
Mallard Art Print by Janet Marshall

— numbered & unsigned ....................... 49.50
FannTeRsS MG . i e e 28.00
DU Duck Head Flag 62cm x 44cm ........... 441.00
BUCam-O-Paint .o o e 10.00
DUASHEEN - e 4.60
DUBottle Opener ............c.ocoeevvvvvevineiannes 420
PUKSNVIRING = s i s 4.60
DU Key Ring Nail Clippers ....................... 420
DUletterOpener ..............cocevvvvvevineiniins 420
D Tea Caday Spoon .. e it 4.20
PUNeaspoons @i i issins i by 420
DUPlosticRUISr (v e 150

DU Plastic Mugs - set of 3 assorted colours 200
Number Plate Surounds (Pairs) Red, Blue,

(7= = e e e ol el e 33.00
Engraved Crystal Decanter ..................... 50.00
RollBog™ . 2400
ComoBackPack Sas s i ain s i 36.00

107/ DIS COUNT IOERNCLOSE MYCHEQUEEORS ... i iiirimiinis s IN PAYMENT
PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/BANKCARD
S (Delete to suil)
Uﬁ sel_ ected ltems CARBNG i EXEDAIE. o o
 RolBag —— $21.00 NAMERIGESEIIN.. o s e e
Jerseys ———  §$68.50 ADBRESG A sl e
o SBH || | AODRESS
Ha-'s $22’50 ....................................................................................................
POST TO DIANE PRITT, SMITHS ROAD
Orders through Sales Dept BUSINESS HOUSES: TAX INVOICE REQUIRED [] (Tick)




