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2 FLIGHT

s Grant Dumbell joined the DU team he
od a major role in the DU Chapter
d we now have active chapters in
} uny  (Wawrarapa), Central
. Wellington, Bay of Pienty and
The progress and success of chap
all clubs, revolves around one or two
and while it 13 often hard work the
d sucovsss of DU in New: Zealand is
arding
In the near future | hope to see active chap-
rabilishid in the Waikato - which was the
fpunder area for DU Chapters. - and
Phupedm
The ground rules for chaplers ane very
srphtinrward and their main functions are
junil mreing and sooahsing, Chapters usually-
fdd only Three funclions per year annual
A i auction sporting clay shoot and a
fwld 1. The general feeling is that three func
Lioms s 0 sulficient number and that chapters

Tl stay well clear of the monthly mevting
eynibrone which 35 followed by so many
P

117 Chaprers have an increasingly vital func
jiam 0 the wellare of Inicks Unhmited and in
the futare of our waterfwl and wetlands

Any members interested in establishing a DU
Chapter in theie area should: contact Grant
Prumbxell

The decline of the mallard in New Zealand
continues 1o be debated and my item on the
subjeet in the March issue of FLIGHT aroused
considerable interest amongst readers. Consen-
wy1s on some points seems 1o have been reached
and | thought 1 would use this privileged posi-
tion to make a few more comments. Generally.
agreement seems Lo have been reached in three
vital areas, for example;

(a1 W do not know, with any degree of accu-
racy, the size of the NZ mallard population.
Some people saw my comments on this as
being cnitical of the Waterfowl Diary
Scheme, which is supported by around
1300 waterfowl hunters each season, and
which was introduced by the Wildlife Ser-
vice over 20 years ago. As a major contribu-
tor to this scheme for 20 years nothing

oo Presidents Repont

could be further from the truth and the
scheme continues to provide much  vital
information. My only cnticsm would be
that a great percentage of participating hun:
ters are very serious about their sport and
invariably crop far more ducks than the
average hunter. As a resull, their f[igures,
when used to determine population levels,
provide an inflated level.

A number of prominent ormithalogists have
supported my premise that it would be a
relatively simple exercise 1o institute a
annual mallard counting day (why stop at
mallards?), so that over a period of time we
could  establish  an  accurate  population
figure and, just as importantly, accurately
establish population trends throughout the
country.

(b) There has been a serious decline in mallard
numbers, This has now been confirmed by
many ohservers throughout the country,
Mallards were certainly in plague propor
tions in the 1970 and | well remember
witnessing over 5000 mallards invading a
standing pea crop and large flights of them
completely destroying a standing crop of
barley!! | was on the Wellington Acelimati-
sation Society Councll during this period
and also remember the continual demand
from farmers [or bird scaring guns, and the
many applications being made for permils
to disperse crop predating mallards.

(¢) Lack of habitat is a key factor in the decline
of mallards. Over the last five years few
areas in the country escaped [rom  the
droughts that were experienced. This, cou-
pled with continual drainage in many areas,
has serously depleted mallard numbers, At
the Sinclair Wetlands we are seeing very
small numbers of mallards and in most
other areas a sharp decline in numbers has
been reported. [t is, of course, nol all bad
news as the grey teal population continues
to increase, the scaup population is also
steadilv increasing and the Paradise shel-
duck population is at-an all time high and
booming.

From the game management viewpaint the

formula for success is simple;
GOOD HABITAT = GAME BIRDS =
HEALTHY LICENCE SALES

Of course, waterfowl habitat can also benefit
a whale range of different species and one only
has to view the numbers of NZ Dabchicks
using created  wetlands to appreciate the
immense value of habitat.

For waterfowl it must be the right sort of
hahitat and steep sided small farm ponds, with
deep water, do not generally provide good
waterfowl habitat. What is needed for our
declining dabbling duck populations is restora-
tion of the thousands of small wetlands that
have either been drained or senously affected
by drought. The restoration of Home Lagoon
and the Waino pands in the Wairarapa are
classic examples of what can be achieved.

The creation of wellands is also vital to heal-
thy waterfow! populations and there are num-
bers of bogey areas throughout New Zealand
which lend themselves ideally to inexpensive
waterfowl habital creation - see below what
Alan Wilks has done (with DU's assistance)
with a bog that continually swallowed up
sheep. Such small wetlands are undoubtedly
some of the most productive waterfowl habitats
and can be the key 1o healthy waterfowl and
welland bird populations.

There are few areas in this country that do
not lend themselves to the creation of water
fowl habitat, as there is an abundance of
streams, creeks and nvers, which can be
diverted, pumped, dammed or syphoned 1o
maintain the water levels in created or restored
waterfow] hahitat.

I am confident that the mallard population
can bounce back rapidly, but, as | said in the
March FLIGHT, some very careful and tho
rough management  lechniques need to be
applied.

| am alsa confident that we can all work
together to ensure that lots of good habitat is
created, restored and preserved, for the benefit
of our waterfowl. And ensure a quality environ-
ment for all.

Neil Hayes PRESIDENT

A superb picce of habitat created by Alan Wil
oak tree in the foreground is one of two which

- This is an area of around 1 heclare of very shallow
Alent transplanted from Greviown —

both are doing well.

]

water and a good number of islands. The
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Some
Introductio

The Acclimatisation Society  movement 1S
currently undergoing a restructuning which
will include a change of name to Fish and
Game Counal. Readers of Flight may be inter
ested to know about the different types of
waterfowl that were introduced into New Zea
land by the societies in the latter part of last
century and the early part of this century.

Order ANSERIFORMES
Family Anatidac

Ko fewer than 25 species of (his [amily have been
introduced into New Zealand, but only wee — the
Australian black swan — has completely established
itsedl, while the mallard and the Canadun goose have
been partially naturalised, Domestic ducks appear 10
have been first introduced by the missionanes, aither
at the time of Marsden’s first visit i 1814 1o the Bay
of Istands, or very shortly alierwards

Muscovy Duck {Cairma miochals)

In 1865 Captam Norman liberated six of these birds
on Adam’s Island, one of the Auckland |slands hang to
the south of New Zealand. They failed 1o istablish
themselves

English Pochard Duck
Nyrorn ferima)

The Wellingron Socwty imporied six in 188, and
three more in 1855, Two years later, in conjunction
with the Canterbury, Nelson, Taranaki, and other
socwetis, 3 number more were imported. Private indi
viduals and dealers apgarently also brought in several

The only report of thise is a negative one, the
Taranaki Society stating in 1902 that “we have not
seent anything of the pochard ducks which were liber-
ated in 189"

Canvas-back Duck (Nyrooe seillismenis)

In 1905 the Government imported some of these
birds, but only two appear to have arrived, and these
were handed over (o the Wellinglon Socwty. There is
o further infarmation obtainable about them,

Pintail Duck. (Dufils acuta)

In 1865 the Canterbury Socety received some from
the Royal Zoological Society of London, and in 1896
the Otago Society imported some, but in reither cise
i any information obtainable as 10 how many were
introduced, or what was done with them, and there ic
no further record.

In 1905 the Government imported 3 number of
bards. Four of these were sent fo the Oago Society
and were kept for breeding purposes at the Clinton
hatchery, but did not increase. Six were handed over

on Sociely, and went to ther gne
e Walrarapa, Again there is no further

y o migrant m B
It breeds in the

o species 1 almy n'llr\.i'.x
1 whach it visis anly 0
:&I‘r.rlm :::‘hl’.‘ of both hemispheres, and m”:lﬂam
various parts of Europe and North .\m!'l’!l.:l India
China, Japan. and Central Amenda It o nally
breeds in Britain, [t & no wonder therefore (hat it dul
not sethe in New Zealind

English Teal Duck (Noftion erert)

Int n elfort was made by the Wellingion, Can
terbury, Nelson and ather sacielies to introduce ths
bird, and several were imported and distributed But
there is no recned in any of the sociclies” reparts as 1o
what came of them afterwards.

The teal is 3 palacartic species, beoeding chiefly
Northern Eurcpe and Sibera, but occassonally
severi] other countries. [t has been found as far s
in winter as Abyssinia, and abundantly in Indi
China, Formosa and Japan'

Widgeon, Wigeon (Manva sl

In 1868 the Canterbury Sochety received eight young
hirds from Messrs Narn and Crawford, who had
apparently imporied 3 number. In 1855 some more
were received from the Roval Zoological Sooety in
Landan

In 1896 the Otago Sockety received eight birds. from
lLondon, and these were sent down to the Chinton
establishment for beeeding purposes. The following
year another lot from London were handed over 1o Mr
W Telford of Clifton, who hberated them in his ponds

In 194 the Government imported a number of
these ducks. Of these four were handed over to the
Wellington Sociery, and a dozen (six pairsi to the West-
land Sacwty, which liberated them at Lake Kanieri

It is very doubtful whether the species will establish
itself in this country. It breeds in the northern portion
of temperate Europe, extending northwards beyond
the limit of forest growth, and ocasionally in the
Brtish Isles, It winters in Southern Europe, India,
South China, Formosa, and Japan; it is only 2 partal
resident in Britan,

Te is one of the remariable facts of the attempts. made w0
Aaturalise forign animab i New Zealand that the country
formerly pousessed 3 natrve guad Cafermir mvoe ssbimdion
whach has bren allowed tn borome extinet: and aba that it still
poasesses 3 grey duck no el @ small brown duck
Anas chloratisy, and a shelldrake or paradise duck WCmena
songriey. all fine game bards. and that not one of the socites
ever put forth any effort (0 preserve o protect these hinds,
excrpl in the way of himaning the seasons {or shooting them, In
et yean bind sanctuanes Rave been st aside in many

Early Waterfowl
ns in New Zealand

Y bl clae gy

; p——
1. Yol the lijye f
e Englnh teal,

Bty 4
nd wel) eyl
Gadwell's Duck, Gadwall i Tulelismges
The Wellington Sockety mtroduced ome
and 1895; but have kept no record of them
The spocies 1S only @ partial resident jp B
where it mostly winters; breeding in lecland, \'mm'
Russia and Central Europe, Toenedh

Irperis
L]

Korean Duck (Ewnetta finlragy

The Wellington Society received some (date)

Sir F. Sargood, and since 1905 have reqred aln':r g

able number. They have apparently no Lager * e

having turned them out ] oo of
Mallard, English Wild Duck (s frege

In spite of the fact that the native wij :
Zealand fAnas superviliona) is as fine a‘ll:::‘dlkhri.;\}'“
sport and table purpases as any species of (he T I|'
that can be introudved, the vinous :||'|_hm1tn;mn
socitwes hiave for many vears made mnlmmlul‘ ‘:[},[m“
to naturalise other species, and notably the mn]!nrd”‘

The Ohagn Saciety g0t a pait in 1867 from
Melbourne and Later from London nnrulu:j
five m 1868, four in 1570, three in 1876, and lmwl in
1881 Apparently none of these early introduction.
throve, for there 5 o record of their MiTease |‘
distribution, excrpt that some were semt to Kakan, )
and others down to Riverton. In 1896 21 birds “.l:_":
recerved from London, OF these ten were forwarded 1
the: Southland Society, and the rest were kept a1 ('im.l
ton for breeding purposes. In 1897 another lo was
imported and these were handed over 1o Mr Telford of
Chiton 1o be bred from. In more recent vears numlers
have been reared in different bocalities and have bern
Iiberated in such quantity that shooting was allowed
in 1915, Between 1910 and 1918 the Southland Society
have also liberated nearly 1350 birds in their districy.
They may, now. therefore, be considered 1o be esia
rm portion of the South Island,

The Auckland Society imported two in 1870, and
four in 1886, and kept them in the Domain for breed
ing purpose<. But there is no record of their further
progress

In 1873 the Canterbury Society had 12 in ther
gardens kept for broeding purposes, but there is no
recurdd of any results achicved. In 1897 this society
Joined with some others in importing a number from
London.

In 1893 the Wellington Society imparted 19, which
they kept wn their Masterton enclosures for breeding
from; and they also distributed eggs. But stoats and
weasels destroyed nearly the whole stock. Some

v
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plact] 0 8 reerve v Me Marin's run, Walsiraga
incrcased  rapudly hewever, In 1 )
peveived four pies imported by e Conernnent;

in more recent wears thiey have reared and distribug
wevernl hundred birds. The s may Lherelure 1e
idervtl as establshed in the Wairamgia, bl with

n itois mad hikely that i owall

I
out carclul profect
imCTEase 10 ANy gr n
In 1838 the T ISty revesved A number
w other societies, bt in four years all

[rom onc ol
e birds had disappearcd,
Iansey of Bodorua 1ells me that subsequently in
Mr MchHean hberated a number of mallard on
(¥ deareka, and that they inereased o a flock of
about 200, Some of these were presented to the Tour
ist Department, but there s no informaticn as 1o the
disposal of Whe birds on Mr McHean's death a few
yuars i

fn 1911 the Southland Society naugurated an iden
tification test. They hberated 100 mallards, which
were numbered 1 10 100 on legg bands. | have no
beard that any ol these birds have since been identi

e

f I 1917 duscks were shot in south Canterbury which
were behieved 1o be hybnds between the native grey
duck and the mallard.

At Temubka in the Acchmatisation Reserve a pair of
hybrids between the mallard and the paradise duck
hawe been reared

Mr WW Smith states that the native grey duck
hyridises readily with the domestic duck, and that the
hybirids are fertile.

The mallard s a parual resadent in Britaw, bat m
many cases |5 only d winler visitant, nesting in South
erm Oreenland, feelind and in Northern Europe. Some
of the intradoced binds and ther progeny may have
ivherited the magratory insting.,

American Mack Duck (A olesnra)

The Gevernment introduced 3 number of these
birds in gving six o the Southland Socwty, and
fumsr 1o the Wellington Society. The latter body reared
a number of young. They also rearcd @ number of
hybeels  between this  species amd the mallard.
Whather such hybrids are fertile or not 15 not stated
As an experiment in seclimatsation it may be inter
esting, but it is doubtlol if #t has any soentific value,
especially o the results are ot collected  and
published

1 have not heard that the species has been liberated,
or il so that the lrds have been seen

Amencan Wood Duck (A spons)

The Auckland Society imroduced 1wo in 1HGT; the
Canterbury  Sociely one in 1871 the  Wellingon
Socwety two in 18 and four in 1899 and the Otagn
Sacely one in 1906 Prohably others have hoen
browght in since.

They appear 1o have been kept as aviary bieds i
each locality, except in Wellington, where the last four
recerved were liberated. There 1s no record of merease,
exceph in Chrstchurch, where they were reported 1o
T thrivieg in 1908,

Mr Dansey of Kotorua informs me that in 1906, Mr
MeBean introduced and  liberated some  Canadian
wood ducks (presumably this species) on Lake Olar
eka, which hies in o basin between Rotorua and Tar

Featune Anticle

W, Wt 1ever il
Mandarin Dk i aeberse ackabyy

P Awkland Swity g e an R e

il a number in

Canterbury Seaity foae
VPR frvam the Mgl 7
(B

Black Inddian Tnek
1 b ot ke wihin s e
probably the tulted disck (i
Indian sgrartarmen
In 1B70 the Au
Acchmatranion Sucnty of Yioe
Mrl v informs me fhut
dian woed ducks, Mr Mk
some Indian ducks, which were
Obareka, but they never incresed
Probably most of the species of s rod
thie fist are more or less migratory ST
near or within the Arctic Ciecle, and wintering i
lemperale oF Warm Lemperale regions

Egyptian Goose; Cape Goomae

(Chemalopr Aegpyplssra)
rey brought eqght or ten of thise hirds
with bum in 1860, They bred frevly at
the Kawau, and many of them crossed over to the
mainland. They were not Jong in spreading through
the country, and were found from Te Aute in Hawke's
Bay to the Kaipara, Apparently, however, all were
destroyed in later years.

The Auckland Society introduced some of thew
bards in 1869, and kept them in their avianes for
several years, but there is no record as 1o whether
they increased or were liberated,

Sandwich Island Goose (Neswhen sondviorniy

The Auckland Society intreduced a pair in 1571, but
the record is the same as that of the preceding spocies

Brent goose; Black Brant Goose
(Hrawta wigricany

In 1871 the Canterbury Society received a parr from
the Zookogcal Society of London, but there s no fur
ther record of them.

In 1905 the Government imported some from Amer
wca, and the Wellington Society got a pair, but there i
no further nocord.

Canadian Goose; Maine Goose (frls comadenso)

The Weilington Socsety imported three in 1876, and
17 in 1879, These were liberated and were seen for
some months afterwards. but ulumately disappeared
It was reporied that some of them were killed by
paradise ducks.

Sir Geo
from the

7 were reared, Llimandy in 1912
on Mr Telford's Lgoon a1 Wai

T Wi

g well

ihwrated a number al Glen
v, 0 1912 smmee

wthirs to Mount

b repnrts that “they

k they brosd frecly every

elutrig well

ey are datng well

it in s crgganal
wnt i New Zea

Chrmognis rvmnddesy

Lary Cammee ity cimerrses)
rtwularly intereting as the
hoit was attempted 1o naturs
Cod was at
ning hes second
wene greve In

v are e inhatatants ty
¥ bere Lo he mead fndd, | ey

witing o her nest. and
e rlagpent bedire they rreached the
¥ ., haed
B weia and the tondenty
mriully entraced No e d e ool sucoeadully on
tend with such an Fer et e

The weka s no doute reponsble for the Gailure of
many attempes 1o establnh mtroduced berds: but o =
only one of the agents

- when sven
- m the tanks of the Mataura
River. They were duly advertiued as profected, but
evidently that did not protect them from pot-hunters,
for they desappearsd

In 1905 the Governmeni imported a ¢
number of these birds and distributed them widely, 11
going 1o the Southland Society, ten to Otago, a num
ber (unspecified) to Canterbury, and six to Wellington.

The Southland Society liberated their birds at Lake
Manapoun, and sent three more there in 1908, Others
were sent up 1o Lake Te Anau, where they woere
reporied 1o be thnving in 1918

The Otago Society lost two in the first few years,
but afier a time sent some to the pouliry farm a

A mere Jul attempt was made by the Ouagn
Society, which m 1292 placed 3 number of gareogs
in black swans’ nests on lake Katangata and Wai
hola, Lake Onskrw near Roxburgh, and in the Upper
Taleri. Ar fira thewe hulf wild pevse were shot, but
later on they were wd 10 increase, ull i 1906,
permission to shot them was granted, when they
were nearly or quite exterminated. The average (3o
called) sportsman = a man out to kill something. and
he dioes i comcern humsedfl x 10 the amount of P

DON'T MISS YOUR COPY OF

ROD&R

M A G A Z
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1A pwy alfafrm

vnied Gosrr

Oreggon Wild G Snow G
Lhen hypurlerony

the Aucklind Sacwty recetved fen from Me

wl ulimatdy hibe J Mata
mata They fuded however o i

Cape Barren Goose; Australian Wild Geose

Hrmpsin monur holLanduss

The Aockland Society liberated two of these
erhead. some tme before |R69, but they disap

In 1%71 the Canterbury Sty narnad
Mr G Ceald, but no further record of them was ep

In 1912 the Crago Sty neived two, and sl
them 1o the Governiment Toultry Farm st Milton
where sveral young were reand. From thee, four
dacrdd at the head of Lake Hawera in 1915, and
wibers wnt down to the Sockty's hatchery a1 Chinton
Thery apperar 1o be doing well by latest reports

Addelaide Gumme

The Auckland Socety introduced tan birds i 1867,
under this name. | do pot know what specxs this s
wrthe=s 11 is the maned gooee, Chlompdrm mubeis

Australinn Dlack Swan (Chmgne afratu

This s ane of the pronounded sucoeses of natural
sation in New Zealand

Some time previous 1o 1861 the Nelwn Sooety
troduced seven birds into that distrct

In 1864 the Canterbury Sooety reoeved four berds
from Sur Geea. Grey, and liberated them on the Avon,
and later two more from Mr Wilkin_ In 1566 the same
sty received one from Mr Mueller, and four more
lrom Sir Geo. Grey

But the big effort came from the Oragn Sooety,
which liberated one in 1866, 42 in 1867, four m 18G5,
s in 188, and eight in 1870

The black swan and the while or mute swan, tuwo of only nine species of swan i the world.
The black swan has natwralised perfectly, while the mule swan

6 FLIGHT

GLENCARY
POULTRY

POULTRY
EQUIPMENT
IMPORTERS

AND
DISTRIBUTORS
INCUBATION
SPECIALISTS

Glencary Poultry
can offer a wide
range of incubators,
equipment, books
and posters on all
types of poultry,
game birds and
waterfowl. Free
catalogue available.

Also available a
bi-monthly
magazine

“N.Z. Poultry &

Game Birds,”
subscription $36.00
annually.

Sample copies
$7.00 each.

Write for further
information on
products and
incubation to
Glenys O'Byrne,
Glencary Poultry,
P.O. Box 5070,
New Plymouth, or
phone (067) 36-617
day or night.

Escaping

Fitch

and disappearing birds

v John Dyver
Field Officer
Auchland Acclimatisation Soctety

matisation Society predator and trapping
yame Fair and Mystery Creck
Asmcultural ays  were nundated  with
reports from the public of escaping fitch (also
callexd ferrets o polocatsy

Fiteh are bred for their fur with an economi
cal number being 0 excess of 4,000 animals on
Following 1 pse of the
over supphicd market in 1957 New Zealand's
b odd farmers mostly went bankrupt. Many
just opencd their doors and let the whole lot go
Of the 5040 farms that remain many through
lack of lgally roquired secur have regular
and sometimes large cscapes e immediate
Ml on effect 1s that neghbounng free range
P wl wildhife up 1o 20km away com
pletely dhsappear
You're probably

a single farm

there must a law
agsinst it Well th tainly is but the maxa
mum fine 1s $100, That scems o shade o hight
for the farmer who let 800 go into the Mamaku
Forest Park, Six others went broke in his area
but we don't know what happened to their
stock. Fitch [armers don’t blow a trumpet
before they open their doors. In [act some are
downright sncaky. They travel into other dis-
tricts and let ammals go down guiet country
lanes along with a block of froren meat. In
several cases 30 or 40 at a time are found like
this but they quickly disperse when the meats
pone

Sometimes these events are widely publicised
such as when a Nelson pessumer caught 100
150 fiich in bush adjacent to a recently bank-
rupted fitch farm. The possumer and his catch
appeared in local papers but to date I've not
heard of a single prosecution for any such
releases. The big problem is to prove the ami
mals came from that particular [arm.

Why are we so worned about fitch, After all
the Government introduced them 100 years ago
to control rabbats. More about, one woman told
me, would be a good thing, Well it would of
they ate rabbits, However after being present in
Otago [or over 100 vears fitch have vet to per-
form the miracle and now myxomatosis is
touted as the new “[ail{ree” biclogical control.
Incidentally the man who introduced this virus
into Europe in 1952 Dr Armand Delille was
subsequently sued for millions by outraged
French rabbit hunters

If fiteh didn't eat rabbits with any great
gusto then it should be obvious what facilitated
their spread throughout both islands. Qur
ground dwelling, fMlightless and tame native
birds are the answer and fitch and their close
relatives the stoats and weasels started appear-
ing where no rabbit had ever been seen, such
as deepest Fiordland.

Predation is not a well understood subject
and what little study has occurred in New Zea-
land showed most of it occurs either during or
just after nesting. Most mallard brood losses
occur at the nest and during the dangerous tnip
overland to the nearest water.

Wildhife Service  studic
suggasted ferrets, by vint
abundant prodator

Pupuke Lagoon

being the meat

were the mest likely proda

tion cause in (b 2. However, several Looad
areas of New and are [nch o B [
reports in the carly 1950' and 1990 revealed
Northland, Bay of Plenty, Taranaki, Nelson and
Westland 1o be either fitch free or supporting
very low numbers. While kgislation contrelling
fitch farmers prevented them using fitch [ree
oll shore islands it [ailed 1o recogmse these
fitch free mainland areas. The result s all the
aforementioned receivied - fitch  Tarms
{except possibly We d). Now all these arcas
have had fitch escapes, Fitch are turming up on
the roads, i traps, in poultry runs and in
ds feven entening grey teal nest boxes)

e Department of Conservation has the
statutory responsitality 1o bnng  prosecutions
against negligent farmers who allow escapes or
those who deliberately release ammals. How-
ever, short-changed as they are they're in pant
as saying they have “neither the cash or the
prority to monitor ferrets”. Fitch owners have
long known this however and as no one
inspects their sheds they have not complied
with the secunty conditions laid down by the
Conservation Minister several years agn. Hav
ing checked every fitch farm from Whangarei
1o Taumaranui | can state not one had a secu-

ity fence which wonically only asts 85 per
metre. While mest  have some  wirenetting
wround the building sides this was the type of
weurity specifically identified as unsuitable by
the Minister. Furthermore most were semi
dilapidated. There were holes in the netting,
larpe enough fur labradors 10 jump through
s of cracked roofing iron was used 1o plug
waps and beer crates used 1o hold doors: shut
All this to hald in an animal olten relerred 1o
as “Heuding™. 1'd often been puzzled that the
netting s seemed too large 1o prevent fitch
ecapang but | now have 2 MAF report in front
ol me which states the netting was never
ntended for this mbe. U was anly there 1o keep
stray dogs and cats OUT, These animals are
very wulnerable to trapping, In Spain and
almost all of the United Kingdom wild polecats
were eliminated by gin traps early this century.
Just Tem north of one failed fitch farm a oo
operative of enthusiasts have caught 107 fitch
using cage traps in the last two years.

This farm is on the edge of the outstanding
Whangamarina Wetland, home of the largest
remnant of New Zealand biltern among other
ranties. Wildlife officers playing tape recordings
of spatless crake, in the Whangamarino, called
into range lerrets instead. Clearly the presence
of so many of these animals, who on several
documented occasions have killed entire flocks B

Fitch on a farm, Poor cconomic refuwrns have seen some farmers release animals inlo the wild.




o of wrkeys in @ wanton slaughter, must put all
the wetland inhabitants in serous ;wmrd_y.
Why fitch farms were allowed to establish in
these areas, or nest 1o Coromandel and Mam
aku Forest Parks 15 perplesing. In fact the Min
ister of Conservation can turn down any apgh
cation 0 an area where rane or endangered
birds are threatencd. o

How stable are the existing farms? Only one
in every seven farmers who went into {itch five
OF SIN YEars g Survives

However those that remain are among the
largest having anything from 2,000 an_lma]s
upwards Their feed bill for 2000 animals
would be arpund 300 per week af they used
the standard [eed - culled sheep. Two years ago
these could be obiained almost far nothing,
such was their value then. Clearly overheads
are now very high. However pelt prices have
msen too. About 10 each can be realised on
pells. Two years ago the world market was
over-supphied and in the crash fitch pelt produc
tion went from GO0,000 1o 200,000 before levell-
ing offl. However these people supply a fickle
fashion market. An annual auction is held in
September/October in - Copenhagen and  the
prices there determine if filch farmers make a
profit or a loss for that year. If a Paris model
parades down the citwalk in an arctic fox coat
{which is long haired) and if that becomes the
rige of the vear then short haired furs such as
fitch and mink take a back seat until the pend
ulum swings back 1o them perhaps several
years later.

The pendulum is at the moment on short
fur. Consequently Ntch farmers can meet their
high overheads but they're nol making much
profit even so. Many are giving the game away
even now, or wishing they weren't so commit-
ted that they could. If this year's auction
swings the pendulum the wrong way most
remaining farmers will fail. As in 1987 we
expect a spate of new releases. There is at least
150,000 farmed fitch in New Zealand still. If
hall of these find their way inta the wild there
will be mass devastation for miles around.

We have no axe to grind with responsible
fitch farmers. But it is our belief that every
New Zealander who cares for their countryside
would have a great deal of concern with the
actions thal irresponsible filch farmers have
perpetrated. Also of concern is the free hand
that authority has given them to introduce
fitch nto new areas and to also substantially
boust existing wild stocks. The current regula:
tions for fitch provide for only a $100 maxi-
mum fine {or any infringement.

You can help by reporting negligent farmers
to your local Acclimatisation Sociely. By all
means contact the Department of Conservation,
Forest and Bird Protection Society and vour
local County Council or better =till your local
MP. Surely $10,000 is a more realistic fine for
releasing hundreds of carnivores and MP's are
the people who can change existing legislation,
Anyone leaving the fitch business should be
made to account for the disposal of their stock.

Fitch are easily trapped and this is perhaps
the most direct response. experience
shg:saj it \x;uid] he:T wL:siblve lo eliminate this
ani completely if a large trapping effort was
launthed by landowners and i?p:h“fre Were no
further releases.

Ever since the 1920's various animals have
been farmed for their fur. Even then mink and
coypus escaped from  ramshackle overseas
farms and the resultant damage still costs
many millions of pounds years later. In the
final analysis we must ask ourselves why
couldn't we learn from their mistakes.

D. U. MEMBERSHIP
SURVEY RESULTS

DR GRANT DUMBELL

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY

Members will recall seving a Membership
Survey Questionnaire published in the Septem
ber and December issues of "Flight” Tast year,
This survey was designed 1o help show us
some of the characteristies of Ducks Unlimiled
members, s we have been experiencing quite
rpid expansion of our membership recently.
and since launching the survey we have
received replies from members up and down
the country. We have now closed the survey.
and analysed the results, which are summi
rised below as @ series of har graphs relating 1o
the varous survey questions.,

Survey relurns as a percentage of total mem
bership = 1027

Members  Sex: Ducks  Unlimited  has =
strongly male dominated membership with just
over three quarters of the memburship being
men. However, women are well represented i
Ducks Unlimited, as although they only make
up 235 of the membership they account for
17% of the national board members

GRAPH 1

SEX i

|

FEMALE| 23% |

Members Ages: These have been grouped

into eight 10 year groups, ranging from zero 1o MEMBERS OF OTHER
eighty years, and it is encouraging 1o <ee such CONSERVATION ORGANISATIONS
a prgdominance of young members. Almost one RF+
in six DU members is aged under 20, while ‘ 32%
three quarters of members are aged under 50. BPS I
This should guarantee that Ducks Unlimited ACCLIM o
has a strong future, soc 22%
GRAPH 2 I
[ AGE — WWF 6%
09 | 0% GREEN| gyl
PEACE |
10-19 15% ] OSNZ
20-29 18% MIRANDA
30-39 18% QEN
40-49 23% ‘ MARUIA
50-59| 7% OTOROHANGA
6069  11% ohﬁeﬁ%
|
L 70-79 8% 7 OVERSEAS

Quustion 12 Do vou belong 1o any ather con
servalion organisations?

Almast twa thirds of Ducks Unlimited Fiding
bers belorg 1o ather conservation OPgANiSLcns
indicating that people do not belong o Dyeye
Untimited in 1solation from ather organisation,
that are involved with environmenial jssues,

GRAPH 4
"BELONGS TO OTHER CONSERVATION|
“ORGANISATIONS "
=

NO 37%

YES

Question 2 Which ones?

A whole mnge of other orgnisptions con.
cerned with wildlife and its conservation are
supported by Ducks Unlimited members, These
include 27 hased in New Zealand and seven
based overseas. However, only the Royal Forest
and Bird Protection Society and the Acclimati-
sation Sociely movernent are supported in any
numbers. The RF&BPS is the largest conserva-
tion organisation in New Zealand, while (he
Acclimatisation  Sociely  movement  has been
involved with waterfow] [or aver 120 years.

(GRAPH 4
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Question & How' long have vou leen o mem
Tier of N2

Ducks Unlimited has now baeen operating in
New Zealand for 15 years, and member's length
o membership has been seored into eight cate
gories between gero and - ifteen vears, Our
<irong membership growth is reflected in the

first two citegones which show that 400 of MAGAZINE

members have Been involved for Tess than throe
venrs. Membership fovalty also appears 1o e
strung s 319 of members have been involved

GRAIH 6
Wn@cﬁm T0 DUCKS UNLIMITED
FRIENDS 3%
| V/ [ [
23%

FlA MiLy

|

for mre Hhan mime years, OTHER e
GRAPI S rlsnoup' ﬂ
"'v'fnns_is'_g_mmssn I HUNTING| 7%
1 11% '
i |LECTURE| 59,
1-3 29% i
| | SCHOOL | 5%
7 =
| ™ FLIGHT Jz%
57 5% IDONT
_ know, %
79 | 3% | .
|
9-11 10%
=== GQuestion 5 Are you a regular duck hunter?
11-13| 7% This question was included to find out to
what extent our membership base was hunting
orientaled. Many people have believed that
13-15 14% Ducks Unlimited was made up langely of hun-
- ters, bul these results should firmly seotch that

Question 40 How did vou find out about
Ducks Unlimied?

In excess of hall of Ducks Unlimited’s mem
bers have found out about Ducks Unlimited
through word of mouth from [mends, family, or
hunting companions. Another quarter of mem-
bers have found oot (hrough having  heard
about Ducks Unlimited in the media, indicating
that these two methods of gaining members are
very effective

beliel as it 15 clear that just over hall of our

members are regular duck hunters.
GRAPH 7
[REGULAR HUNTER
YES Sﬁ%‘
|
NO 44%'

b ] |

MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION

Farlier this year, we also undertook a com-
plete resamp of our membership recording sys-
temm All e records have now been transferred
fromm Lesser Hutt 1o Auckland, where they have
1 npteriad using a system dissgmed
tur handling the membership data
llraeed us 1o partition the member-
+ant reaonal Tists, to make it easier

t ol membership reewals
heel 18 megrions throughou
in the Noeth Island and six
Pandd, plus one Tur our gverseas
summary o the membership in
tsoalyy wt oul below,
e that has wocured in
memths from the
ol Octoder. Ty
it gruath rates,
st b multipliod by
ws are currently

RELION

= MEMBERS = GROWTH

Aucklang i bl
Bay of Plerny

Corormands & o
Canterbury 4 1]
Central Plateay

Crus e i 2h
East Coast 1 fi
Hawkes, Bay 1 A
Marlborragh 1 ]
Manawatu " )
Nelsm 1 10
Northland ] 1
Ohversaas - 0
Chago 14 0
Southland H 17
Taranaki 1 [}
Wisst Consa i’ ]
Wanganu 3 »y
Watkato = Gl
Wellingrom 4 14
Wanrarags: 1 4
TOTAL 1 ]

SUMMARY

The overall picture of our membership s
very encourming and  suggests that  Ducks
Unlimited has a strong future. With the cur
rent level of expansion i membership, we
should have (ew problems of reaching our goal
of having 500 members within five years.

There 15 no doult thal there are many

sources of new members that have nat yel been
tapped, and this vears membership competition
gave us a greal boost. In fact, we are sull
receiving a steady flow of new members who
are being signed up by members using the
membership competition coupons. These are
still able 1o be used. However, il any members

wish to recerve Ducks Unlimited membership
pamphlets, for distmbution 1o people they
know, please wnite 1o us and we will forward
them to vou. The membership survey has con-
frmed that word of mouth is a great way of
generating interest in people who are as yet
unaware of the work we are doing.

A LIMITED EDITION OF 250 OF WHICH 50 ARE SIGNED BY THE ARTIST _

AR

Orders accepied on plain paper or pholocopy
this advertisement

T PRINT

Send to Glenys Hansen. R.D.3. Eketahuna

| enclose my chenue for $

A SUPERB ART PRINT IN COLOUR OF A PAIR OF
MALLARDS FROM THE ORIGINAL BY JANET MARSHALL
SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE ARTIST

NUMBERED ONLY

rP@se_s;dTne_a ;;r_in;(-s);st&led below
SIGNED & NUMBERED $85.00 NUMBERED COPY $438.50

$85.00
$49.00

All prices include P&P

* Address

I
| |
: orcharge [ Bankcard [ Visa  (Tick one) :
jCardNo.L 1 1 1 1 1 a4 1 1 3 1 4 |44y |
| Expiry Date ! |
| Signature [

Name |



THE PEARCE WETIANDS

DUCKS

uiing 1988, Ducks Unimited purchased the Pearce

\etlandds 3 309 acre pece of the eastem shoe of Lake

Wararapa. and ore of a5 of il m
prvale gunership Ve made ths baid i
the Department of Conservahon, crppisd by Gevern
cids, coud not take up ther cotion o the prop
atea s oufstandng wetiand va!
that coutd ol be guaranteed hat s

And outstanding s wetian;
staggenng anay of bwds. st

fiocks of dicks, geese. Swans S3s nerons ¢
mave m 1o leed the shalow pooks el raman

Spang megratons bang waoers win names Be Yelowlos Greenshanks
and Sandmpers fom Shena and Alssig whis antsr mrahons may bng
Ihe Biack Sl the workds rarest wassr, fom the braided merbeds of
Canterbury The odd Austraien waior 2550 200eas. whether (f be & (Glassy
I o & Chesinut-breasteg Sheltok

In ovder to et the secrel of the Pearce Vtands out Ducks Unimited s
o Bunchng @ Pearce Vistiands funrzisng arnve. Members wha wish i
contbute fo s proee! can heip by smply cirpng the coupon &nd
senging & donation As with 2 Ducks Unimied’s fnorasng confributons
are lax geguctbie and we wil ssug you weh & recep!

However, il you wan! 1 becoms mare closely invaied wih e project
Ducks Unimited s ofienng & sincty fmied number of Feurdaton
Sponsorships Shioukd you wish l have more mimatcn ghout s
scheme, piease send us the coupon bEiow ndicating your imerest Ve wil
mail you our in-gepth brochure, “The Pearce Wetiands An infroguction”
which outings. in mive gelad the benefts of becoming 2 Pearce Wetiands
Foundation Sponsor

il you are “For Wateriowt and Wetlands” as we a2 you wil realse that this
prject s @ sgrvicant undertaking for Ducks Unimitea Ve hope you wl
suppart our cantnung geveldpment by suppartng the Pearce Welands

UNLIMITED’S WAIRARAPA

—

e

I[LDERNESS

B |

A shoveler drake, a common species af the Pearce
Wetlands.

Views of the Pearce Wetlands. A magnificent area for waterfow! and wading species.

LOCALITY Map

1

Pied stilts and herons on the wetiands.



DU NATIONAL RAFFLE :

The fts of .
iFit ireas foliows:

Wiaterlowl Pmnting

prre (3 M Frimed pring
ard pre EB Binoculars
it proe MF -rd  Camemn
Sth priee J. Wi Perfume
ath Prize M Furake.

wtulations ta all the winnees

The 13 ors would like to thiank all mem
bers for thetr assistance in this impartant lund
elurt, especilly mark Neweomb, who
once again organised @ very surcessiul ratdlle
which raad over 835000 [or waterfuwl baly
1t

DU PHOTO LIBRARY

The Board of Directors has agreed that
it is time that Ducks Unlimited began (o
assemble its own photographic lihran'lfnr
the future, I any members have publica-
tion quality photos of New Zealand's
waterdfow] and wetlands, and are willing to
donate copies to Ducks Unlimited. we will
see that they are collated and stored for
the future, If the photo is a print, we
would like (o receive a high qun.i!lg
reprint, il you are unwilling to part with
the negative, These should be at least 67
x A7 I you use slides, again a high quality
copy will e sufficient. Along with the
photo, we  will require  information  on
where it was taken, when it was taken,
who the photographer was, an exact
description of the subject matter, and
where the original negative or shide can be
located. Should Ducks Unlimited u=e any
of these photos in the future, we will
ensure that the photographer 1= fully
acknowledged.

TAURANGA ESTUARY PROTECTED

The QEN Natiwonal Trust, announced 1 pts
latest newsletter, that &t had seured
S UVCRANL Of an Importa hegtare
cstuanne area in the Tauranga Harbour This
area, known as the Matua Wetlands, 1= home 10
a number of rare and endangered spenes
including fernbird, banded rail, spotless oake

and marsh crake A man;‘l;:rn]; t
rently being prepared by the Tauw 3, braech
of the Royal Forest and Fird Protection Socwty
11 assocation with I

ANOTHER WATER C( INSERVATION
ORDER ) .

On 21 July, the Mimster of the Envinomm
announced a drafl Walv aseraibian o
the whole of the Builer River 1.l!|3|1 nt,
including a priservanion order on Laks Raitura
and Kot The Buller 15 now the langaest, rela
fively unm o, Aver svstem in the countey
and the o sion order will provent it heing
damrmed n i There wall alw be con
ter rghts through
. Appliction for
¢ 197 by the
4y andd the Council
uth Iland Acclimatisation Socelies

NEST BONES FOR SALE

Thes¢ are cssential items for anyone with
ey Teal o therr arca, and are avalable
ch the Auwckland Chapler. These fromt
entry nest baves have been bl out of 1anal
red ply, according 1o the plans outhned an the
June “Flight”, They amt SH0K each, and to
save freight boves will be supplied as Rists,
redy to be nailed together. They ane availy
by sending your onder te Mane McEnue, 208
Ruocklands Ave. Balmoral, Auckland 4 Please
make all cheques pavable 10 - Ducks Unlimited
Auckland Chapter

FEEDER HOPPERS FOR SALE

Another essential item for anvone who has a
wetland or pond. espevially if vou have birds
that require feeding. The feder hoppers have
heenn built out of tanalized ply, to ensure that
they last a long time, They are large enough to
hild several buckets of food, while at the same
ume keeping i waterprool. This means that
vou can be assured that your pond 1S ade
guately supphied with food, even when you are
not there. The boxes are available fully con-
structed at S50.00 each, by sending
and payment to; Mane McEntee, 26B Rock
lands Ave, Balmaral, Auckland 4. Please make
all cheques pavable to - Ducks Unlimited Auck-
Land Chapter

I

e Memonal
phy was won Iy atu A team, The
chapter challenge was keenly contested  and
was duly won by the Manawatn: Chapter.
good protit was made on the day, helging 1
Tt Chigrier funds

The next simulated fudd shoot will e the
Fretahuna Chapter Champenshap which is 1o
e held at the Eketabuna Gun Cluby on Felirg
arv 41N, besnming at 1050 5ome BYO Junch
ATE CHAPTER ANNUAL

DINNE

This was held e Falmerston North on
Octaber 70 This was the Manawatn Chapter's
sovond dimner and azoin s vear, a feature of
the evening was o game style dinner which
mcluded trout, duck and vemsan. Alse fiatur
i as an o mvitel guest of the Chapler, was
Horrie Smelur from the Sinclar Wetlands in
Oz, Horme spobie about the dechinmg water
fow! populations in Otago, and the ever increa
sing newd o presenve atitat. The evening's
auction was well supported with over STO00.00
being ransexd

: o
R e e A,
; o= K\ omat A

SINCLAIR WETLANDS DISPLAY PROAD

Horme has advised us that the No | Display
Tond at the Sinclar Wetlands 15 now complete
and awaiting the armval of the captive. water
fowl collection, Birds will be sent 1o Otago onee
the necessary permil has been 1ssued by Dol

Horme and Taul Galloway, from Waihola,
have completely ning fenced the pond with a
predator-proof electrified fence and have bird-
proofed the culverts to keep the birds in as well
as the predators out. Paul gencrously donated
his tractor and post rammer [or the job, as a
contabution 1o the Sinclair Wetlands, as well
as heavily discounting his tme. Ducks Unli-
mited is most grateful for the excellent job that
has resulted.

The 260 melve fredator proof fence around the
waterfow! enclustre al e Stnelarr Wetlands.

BAY OF PLENTY CHAPTER FORMED

A new chapter has been formed in the Bay of
PMenty, after members in the Tegion  were
sovited 1o attend an mavgural meeling on Sep
pember 18 Thirty people mtended this meeting
along with the Executive Director, the National
o v and Dave Johnston, a Navonal Dhree-
r the regon. To start the meeting, the
Country Calendar video was shown as a brief
mtrsduction e DU This was (ollowed by a
variety of questions about DU's aims and objec
Jives, after which nine people were n'ppm!'\]ui o
form the chapter committee. As the Chapter
prrompeisss i wide area, the committee 'Il_:n:n.
representatves from Kotorua, Whakatane, Te
Puke antd Taurnga. vl . Crawford was
appointid s 1he Chapter Chairperson and his
aeldress de, No 1T Red, RID2, e Puke.

PUAK BADGES AND POLO SHIRTS

It s common i the States and Canada for
wach DU Chapter to b badge of their own
I Auckland has decidiad to brang this idea 10
N7 As such, they have designed a badge that
wlertifies therr renon, The badge depets the
P! intermational dock head logo over Rangioto
Island The background 15 10 roval blue, wiale
the lettering 15 m whiie, in Keeping with Auck
nel's traditional colours, Al available are
e top quality pol shirts i roval blue, with
the Auckland logn embradered on them these
are unisex and are avadable in 5, M, L and XL,
Thee buidges are $600 cach and the polo shirls
are 835,00 each. These cin be obtimned by send
ing your payment too Mane McEntee, 268
Rocklands Ave, Balmoral. Auckland 4.

CONSERVATION LOSES TWO KEY
FIGURES

Sir Peter Scott, one of the [ounding fathers of
world conservation, died i August just two
werks before his 80th birthday.

'eter Scott seems 1o have been blessed with.
more lives than most other people - and had the
energy and talent 1o live cach one to the full.
He always gave his profession as ‘panter’, but
he was also ornithologist, naturalist, author,
broadcaster, Olympic vachtsman, ghding cham.
picn, and above all conservationist. He was
borm in 19K) son of Captain Robert Faleon
Secott, who died on an expedition to the South
FPole in 1911,

"Make the boy interest in natural history -
they tleach o at some schools” wrote his
famous father in his last message to his wile,
That phrase, with hindsight, gains a poignant
signilicance. Sir Peter’s lifedong interest and
achievement must have surpassed his father's
wildest expectations.

_He studied biclogy and the history of art at
Lambridge University, attended art schoals in
i\flumlch and London and held his first exhibi-
tion in 1933 when he was only 24 years old.
Since then he wrute or illustrated hundreds of
books and articles.

Peter proved 1o be a man of many talents. In
the Navy during the Second World War he
served with skill and gallantry, received the
DSC and Bar, was three times mentioned in
despatches, and received an MBE in 1042, A
superb yachtsman, he won a bronze medal in
the 1?&6 QIyrnpic games. He was British glid-
ing Champion in 1963. He was also an accom-
plished scuba diver and reel fish experl. He
emba: e on a series of broadcasts on television
and radio - 'Look’ and 'Nature Parliament" and
Proved 1o be a brilliant communicator capluring
attention and loyalty from his large audiences.

In 1946 he founded the Wildfow! Trust - now

The Wildiow! and Wetlands Trust 45 @ non
profit-making urgganisation devated 1o CON=Crvil-
tion. I the 1955 he worked closely with the
International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources (IUCN) and i 1962
Iweeame Chairman of their Species Survival
Lommussion. He organised the Red Dita Books
which list plants and snimals under threat and
which  conservationisis studying  threatened
populitions have come 1o regand s thr hible'
In 1961 b helped 1o found the Warld Wildlife
Fund (WWF) - now the Warld Wide Fund fur
Nature - designing its {amous panda logo. He
Wik g very active Vice Presidient of WWEF - UK
and Chatrman of WWE - International for over
20 years, In 1982 he was made Honorary Chair
man ob the WWF International Couniil, He
was abso President of the Fauna and Flom Pros-
ervihion Society (FFPSL and beld office in
mamy other conservation onganisations in Br
tan and around the world.

Hardly surprising thal m 1973 he was
knighted for services 1o conservation, becoming
the first person ever W receive such an acco
fade. Fourteen vears later, he was made a Com-
paamon of Honour and clected a Fellow of the
Roval Seciety.

Dunng the last forty vears, Sir Peter tra
selled o most of the countries in the world,
dilighting in the wildlife and promoling conser-
vation wherever he went; whales and Antare-
tiet have also leatured strongly in his recent
crusades, In every conlinent the name of Sir
Peter Scott commands not only a deep and
abiding respect bul a great deal of affection and
Lratitule

VALE BILL PRITT

DI INZ) Jost one its great supporters when
Bl Prne (WL Pony o Ohakune died in
August. Bill was responsible for the creation of
well over 200 wetlands in the Ohakune district
and 11 was through his efforts that the area
supports very high levels of waterfowl, Bill was
born in 1914 0 Boothe in England’s Lake Dis
trict and became well known for “lell racing”,
which s a form of cross country running, and
fur Cumbrian wrestling - in which he won the
world championship tithe for his weghl

In 1939 he came w New Zealand but six
manths later war broke out and he returmed to
Europe, where he spent six years at war, thres
of them as a prisoner of war.

Mr Pritt was first captured in Greece but
escaped and wenl o the Middle East where he
jeaned another section ol soldiers who went 1o
Greece Lo brang out the Greek King and his
Prime Minister. They walked out of Greece
over Mount Olympus.

For this mission Mr Pritt received the Silver
Cross of 51 George.

He was later caplured in the North Alncan
Desert and spent the rest of the war as a
prisoner, first in [aly, where he also escaped.
and then in Germany.

When he returned to new Zealand he bought
the property on Smiths Rd, between Raetihi
and Ohakune, and named it “Mitredale”.

A keen deerstalker and duckshooter Mr Pritt
instigated the first gun club in the Waimarino
and in 1963 became the New Zealand single
rise cliy target shooting champion.

He also played rugby for Ohakune and Rae
tihi.

His interest in outdoor pursuits led him to
take an active part in the Waimarino Acclimati-
sation Society for many years.

He helped initiate the farmponds scheme for
waterfowl habitat and helped put in the lower
Rotokuru Lake Dam which is now a conserva-

N reserve,

"No water, no ducks,” became s catch
phrase,

He was on the Ohakune Primary School com-
mittee for elght years and heiped build the
Ohakune baths and Ohakune Mountain Rd.

Mr Prit married his wile, Audrey, in 1951
and they had three daughters, Chnstine, who
Ives in Warnganui, Diane, Ohakune, and Lo,
Australia,

He cominued his love of sport through
watching his daughters: play hockey and golf
and was o familiar sight on the goll courses n
Wanganui, following  Christine’s coreer for
many years.

Bl joined DU in 1975 and over recent VEars
stablished @ major Canada goose population at
“Mitredale,

Tl will be sadly missed by all who knew
tam, and by the country's conservation move

ment

Sincere condolencos o Audrey, Diane, Chns-
tme and Liis.

PROMINENT CONSERVATIONIST
HONOURED - DON MERTON QsMm

The name Don Merton is synonymous with
Black Robins, However, bis name s tied 1o
many u_llwr endangered species and aonserva
liun projects,

Dun wis interested in birds as @ voungster
He kept o few cape birds and even in those
early days tred a lindke “egr manipulation”
randing local Goldfineh nests ancd putting their
cgis under his canaries! Don's interest in birds
was noliced by the late Archie Blackburn, of
Gishorne, later President of the Ormithologcal
Society. Archics encouragement and direction
was responsible for Don joining the Wildlile
SErvice s @ traines.

Don's training involved all facets of the work
of the Wildiife Service. but his goal was to
work with protected fauna. Shortly after com-
pleting his training he had a tip overseas on a
Churchill Fellowship. during which he visited
many wildhife mstitutions. He also worked for a
period as a technician with CSIRO Wildlife
Research in Australia, studying the Lyrebird,

As protected fauna officer in Auckland he
had his first experience with endangered spe
cies work - NI Saddleback translers. This was
lollowed shortly after by the rescue operations
lur SI Saddleback, Stead's Bush Wren and Ste-
warl lsland Snipe, lollowing the invasion of Big
South Cape Island by rats. Then he look a
major role, as field leader, in the Ornithological
Sociely's 25th Anniversary expedition to Lhe
Kermadecs. Duning the 19708 he had 2 years
secondment Lo the Australian National Parks
and Wildlife Service as Conservator of Wildlife
on Chnstmas lsland.

His work with the Black Robin and Kakapo
15 well known. The former is now past the
enitical paint in its recovery and Don is hoping
to be able to concentrate on Kakapo. Despite
these major commitments Don has continued
1o contribute to the international scene. He was
successful in translocating the Noisy Scrub-bird
in Western Australia and more recently he led
the team which removed rabbits from Round
Island, Mauritius,

Don's [nends and acquaintances were all
thrilled to hear he had been awarded the
Queens Service Medal. All agree 1t was a fitting
award for years of dedication lo the conserva:
tion of endangered species.

Don has been a DU member for some time
and his totally positive atlitude towards our
waterfowl recovery programmes has been a
greal encouragement to all,
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" OPERTION PATERE

Captive Breeding Results

final fgrures for the capitye

g side
ful breed

fur the 198859 seasofn, were:
e Money, Dargaville
Ron Munru, In
Neal Hayes, War
Hulldale Zoo
Oorohanga Loo

National Wildlife Centre
Clayton Putt, Taupin
Hentage Park, Auckland
Ann Graeme, Tauranga
Glenys Hansen, Eketahuna
Wellington Zoo

Murray Powell, Hamilton
Murray Dench, Hamilton
Dave Johnston, Repor
Masterton Intermediate
Will Wright, Wankanae
TOTAL

133 resired is the third highest tot
1w date and an impressive effort by
Ororohanga Zoo was the first 10 breed birds
from the Great Barrier lsland birds which
joined the programme in 1488, rearing 3 males
and 1 female from a pair caught in late 1987
These progeny have now been added 1o the
flock mating programme for 1990 and this
should widen the gene pool considerably,

The Parks and Recreation Dept of the Inver-
carll City Corporation have joined the pro
gramme having erected two impressive avianes
n a secluded part of their deer park. A couple
of other members have taken additional pairs.
but we do need more members joining the pro
gramme if we are to continue our progress
towards ensuning a wild population of brown
teal on the NZ mainland.

Releases of Caplive Reared Brown Teal

Following on [rom the successful release of
70 birds at the Purerua Peninsula Lake, near
Kerikeri, a further 25 birds were released at the
sme site in late October, banging the total
released Northland this year to 101, The
good news from Purerua is that a brood of
Brown Teal have been recorded amongst other
birds

Counts of brown teal at the Mimiwhangata
Farm Park are averaging around 80 birds and
there is every indication that a self sustaimng
population has been established

During 1960 it is expected that releases wall
continue at the Purerua site.

Successful Breeding on Tiritiri Island

A further two broods of brown teal have
twen hatched on Tirtin Matangi Island in the
Hauraki Gulf - confirming yet again that cap-
tive reared brown teal can survive and breed in
the wild, All they need is an environment simi
Jar 1o the one which they had before humans
did their best to destroy at - habitat, no preda
1ars and no duck hunters trying to kill them,
New Brown Teal Paper Published

A new paper outlining the progress of opera
tion PATEKE has just been published in WILD
FOWL 40 - the saentiflic waterfow] publication
of the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust. Copics of
this paper, which was written by Neil Hayes
and Gramt Dumbell, can be obtained from DU
for & per copy. The whole project continues to
create considernble interest overseas
Further Research Planned

It is hoped that carly in the New Year Grant
Dumbell will be able to continue the vital
Brown Teal rescarch work started last year
The Dept of Conservation will again be provid:
ing financial assistance towards this research,
Demise of an Early Bird

Neil Haves reports that the male bird of a
pair of brown teal he received in 1976 has died.
Nel revewed the pair as adult birds, which
means they were at least 14 vears old this year.
The female of the pair, who reared 6 birds in
the past season. is still looking healthy,
although she 1s now a little grey on top and
around her tal feathers, For such a small bird
this is a quite remarkable life span and during
this pair’s period in captivity they only failed to
produce young during one season, It will be
nteresting to report the life span of the surviv-
mg bird. We should mention again that during
his research programme on  Great  Barner
Island Grant Dumbell caught two banded
browen teal which had been oranally banded as
adults ten years carlier. While on the subject of
Ife spans of birds in captivity Neil Hayes also
reports that he has a grey duck, sull alive and
looking very healthy. which was received as a

S

three wivk old duckling way back i 1971, The
bird is a female and she will be 19 i Janoary.
Neil says the bird produced many offspring
during her years in caplivity, bul stopped
breedhng around 5 vears ago. Il any members
have interesting items of a similar nature we
are sure that members would ke to hear abont

them

Revised Avicultural Handbook Available

Our Brown Teal Handbook has been outl of
print for some time, hut o revised edition wall
be available very soon. The revised edition will
concentrate solely on the aviculture of brown
teal - flock mating requirements, aviary require
ments, feeding requirements, project participa-
non and so on. Whilst the handbook deals with
the caplive requirements for brown teal, much
of what has been written is also useful for the
caplive management of other wild waterfow]
and a copy of the handbook should be in the
hands of all who are interested in caplive
hreeding

Neil Hayes and Grant Dumbell have pro
duced this new edition, which will sell for $20
per copy, including GST and postage

| OPERATION GRETEL |

DU Director David Rice has taken Operation
GRETEL under his wing and aims to see al
least 100 new nest boxes erecled before the
next broeding season. These will be erccted in
the Waikato and David will be organising work:
ing parties to build, erect and mainiain all
boxes in the Wakato

DU is keen to see members more involved
with GRETEL and we need members to
mspect and maintain the 150 boxes in the
lower North Island. Any member interested in
contributing a couple of days per year should
contact David Rice in Auckland - phone 2009
8330 or Jim Campbell - phone (05925) 869,

| OPERATION BRANTA |

Members nterested in establishing  small
flocks of Canada’s should write to the DU
SeCTelary.

aviartes vrected by the
8 Lurks and Recreation
Department of the
Invercavgill City
Corporation.
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" OPERATION ROYAL SWAN |

Jim Glover reparts that he has over 18 namis,
on the list for mule swan purs, st i s unlibely
that everyone will receive a par frum this s
sons breedings although the news from Peacock
Springs is that good numbers of eggs are bong
incubated. :

The other good news is that Jim Camphell's
pair ha again done their stufl by hatching
four cygmets in mid October. :

If any members are interested in joining the
AMute Swan Recovery Programme drop Jim
Glover a note. Please supply Jim with a photo
of the water area where you intend 10 keep the
birds, One of the most important aspects of
koeping mule SWns IS ensurng that they have
access to at least one bucket of food per day.
Unfortunately a few birds have been fost
bevause members are not feeding the birds sul
ficiently well. Remember these are the world's
Jarpest (in weight) species of waterfowl we are
dealing with and their food intake is also the
largest, Only the Trumpeter Swan s larger - in

3.
Adel provtal rain Cag i Mandad pouhiny teeder
PLANK FEEDER
tar nawiy hatched young ~\,
6.

Where you have a lake with
super lush vegetation, it is possi
ble your very lucky swans coan
thive on what mother nature
provides. Bui, it is best not to
count an such good forune. In
maost all siuations, supplemantal
foeding is essantial,

Ta the right is ilustrated a
Swan Feeder made of a gibage
can with a 10 inch hole for the
swans 1o feed. A split piece of
rubber hose is necessary 10 give
protection against the sharp
edges. A sulliciem number of
holes i imponant in the bottom
o provide drainage plus a round
piece af plywood for the bottom.
We recommaend that @ rain pro
tection hood be added above the
hale, 1o prevent water getting in-
sde,

GARBAGE CAN SWAN FEEDER

SWAN FEEDER ARRANGEMENTS

Wirgifosg e buih phteats

i Yo rsga |

OO0 NOT FEED ON GROUNDY

gy SR ]

n

©»

TIPS ON FEEDING
MUTE SWANS

An adult male mute swan weighs 15kg with
the ferale weghing m at 10kg. These large
tards when kept in a pinoned state need sup
plementary feeding. Even in the wild these
tirds do not find well for themselves, Partia-
mants in DUs Royal Swan Scheme may be
interested in the tyvpes of feeders shown here. A
good food mix s S0% barley or wheat and 50%
proten such as Hilay pellets. All feeders should
huve drainage holes in the bottom as mouldy
food can kil swans. It is also important to
clean any mouldy and caulked food from the
fevders on a regular (weekly) basis. Swans also
Jove greens such as letruce, cabbage, silver beet
and fresh grass clippings

Mute swan owners must watch ther birds
carefully - are they getting enough feed® It is
difficult to tell if a swan is getting enough fied
without catching the bird and weighing it or
feeling the breastbone which must not be too
prominent. Some DU birds have died of starva:
tion. Make sure your swans are well fed Any
quenes regarding your birds should be sent 100
Ducks Unlimited
PO box H4-176
Lower Huu
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. OPERATION WHO |
More Blue Ducks Distributed 1o Members
Mary Atkinson of Hanmer Spmngs, Utorahanga
Zon and Hllldale Zoo have recently recuive
pairs of Hue duck frum the National Wildlift
Centre; bringing the total number of pairs in
captivity in New Zealand to eleven, Hopes are
high that we will sce a boost m the number of
blue ducks reared 10 captiaty.
Further Success Overseas

The Wildlowl & Wetlands Trust centre at
Arunded, in the UK, has had further success in
its hlue duck captive breeding programme, rear
ing four birds in only the second season of the
programme. The same gair. which produced
one  duckling last scason, produced  two
clutches, from which four birds were reared
New aviares are nuw being constructed 1o
house additional pairs. The Wildlowl & Wet
lands Trust is, of course, the only place cutside
of New Zealand, 1o hold blue ducks.
Project Participants Needed

Assuming members manage to bred blue
ducks thes season, we wall have an urgent need
for mare people o pan the programme. The
basic requirements for an aviary to hold one
pair of blue ducks was given in the September

FLIGHT, Contact Neil Hayes if you are inter
ested
Blue Duck on the Cover of the September
FLIGHT

Top marks to [0 member Owen Mapp of
Paraparnumu who was the hrst (o poinl oul
that the ducklings en the cover of the Seprem
ber FLIGHT were mallards, not blue duck
ducklings. Several uther members spotled this,
The photograph was taken by Churchill Fellow
Rod Hall, who came to New Zealand in 1987 to
take two pairs of blue duck to the Wildfow] &
Wetlands  Trust. FLIGHT did in fact report
some time ago that the first clutch, produced
by the female Boe duck on the cover of the last
FLIGHT, was removed and incubated artili-
cially and that her eggs had been replaced with
mallard ees - nine of which hatched and she
reared them all
Stop Press

The Otorvhanga Zoo reports that 2 blue
ducklings have hatched and are doing well - full
report in next FLIGHT.

MAJOR FUNDING RECEIVED FOR
BLUE DUCK WORK

To assist with its Blue Duck programme, as
part of operation WHIO, the Otorohanga Zoo

DUCKS UNLIMITED (N.Z.)INC

P.O. BOX 44-176, LOWER HUTT

1990 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
THC TOKAANU
Saturday & Sunday
July 14th & 15th 1990

Go7
124

A field trip to the Hinemaiaia Dams will take place on Sat 14th,

leaving THC Tokaanu at 9.30 am.

A $50 registration fee is required and must be included with this form.

I/WE WILL BE ATTENDING THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

I/'WE WILL REQUIRE ACCOMMODATION FOR ............. NIGHTS ON .............
(DATES)
NUMBER ATTENDING ...........0000vumiunnnenan
NUMBER OF ROOMS REQUIRED ........,..........
NRMIEIS: b vl Vi s bee o rs s Tors e s b ve s e s e A 2
ADBRESS i e e m S s pa ey el s e st et e
Or charge to my
VISA/BANKCARD/DINERS/AMEX
(Delete to suit)

CARD No. ......... visseed EKEIRY BRTE Sossaiis sl
SIGNATURE .............. TR RS IR R R R R
REGISTRATION FEE OF $50 IS ENCLOSED
POST TO:

DIANE PRITT, SMITHS ROAD, (PHONE:
OHAKUNE 0658-58016)

logneal Society has received a grant of $17.000
from the NZ Lottery Board. The money will an
towards Lhe building of what will be the coun
tev's major blue duck breeding facility, This is
great news and gves the blue duck recovery
programme a real boost.

o - - -

Filwe dncks being released al Hanmer
Sprngs by Mary Alhtnson,

Blue ducks at home at Hanmer Springs.
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| OPERATION WETLANDS |

A TR juint project between Ducks: Unlimited,
the Dept of Conservation and the Wellington
Acclimatisation Stciety over 100 hevtares of
ent 1o Lhe castern shore of Lake

re being restored 1o therr farmer

wetlands, @
Wrarapa, &

glory L. )
Knawn as the Wairio Ponds, this area was

previousty high quabity  waterfow!  habitm
Ll being drained and cleared in 1082 fgr
development as pasture. However the develop
ment scheme was abandoned and the land is
now administerd by the Department of Conser-

vallion .

A 35 vear enhancement project is foreseen,
‘T date drainage channels have been blocked, o
water imake structure buill and low banking
constructedl. This allows water from high lake
Jevels to e retained. An extensive landscaping
and planting operation i planned as well as the
development of an allernative summer water
supply ;

This is certainly one of the largest, mosi
important. and most exoiling projects under
ke and inoa future FLIGHT we hope to
shiw acrial pictures displaying the full extent
ol the project.

Bill Clinton-Balwr's pond in the Wairarapa,
NZ WETLANDS NOMINATED FOR
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

Two of New Zealand's most important wet.
lands's have been nominated for in?l‘u.-.mn jn*;;'l

The Wairio Ponds wetland development.

intermatiunal cmvention on wetlands of world-
witle impartance

The: exmvention’s aim was to stem the loss of
wetlands around the world and it was relevant
t New Zealand, where about 90 per cent of
wetlands had been drained over the last 150
years, he sad.

Whangamarinn, near Meremere in Waikato,
and Kopuatal peat dome on the Hauraki Plains
had been nominated because Whangamaring
was the biggrat remaining wetland in New Zea-
land ‘and Kopuatai the last largely intact peat
dume in the North Island,

Mest of Whangamanno's 5960 hectares of
ezt bogrs, mineralised anas and open water
was crown land, but T30ha was owned by the
Auckland Acchmatisation Seciety, which sup
ported the listing.

Kopuatar and Whangamanno were the hab
tal of mne threatened or vulnerable specics,
including black mudfish, fern birds, bitterns, an
orchid, a fern and a moss. :

I the nomination is accepted, Whangamarnino ~
and Kopuatai #ill join Farewell Spit and Wai-
tuna wetlands at the northern and southern
T-nde. of the South Island on the convention's
It

Last January about 2000 hectares of Whan-
gamanno were burnt i a devastating fire
soentists said would take 20 years to get over.

Conservation Department staff and members
of the Native Forest Restoration Trust recently
planted 1000 trees, the start of a 100,000 plant
revegetation priject expected to lake several
years.

A LIMITED EDITION OF 100 SIGNED BY THE ARTIST |

ART PRINT

A SUPERB ART PRINT IN COLOUR OF A SHOVELER
FROM THE ORIGINAL BY RUSSELL JACKSON
SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE ARTIST

| Please send me a print(s) as indicated below |

| SIGNED & NUMBERED $85.00 :

| | enclose my cheque for $.......ciicci All prices include P&P |

| orcharge O Bankcard O  Visa (Tick one) - |

| Card No. | O :

- | Expiry Date ....../...... |

Send to Glenys Hansen. R.D.3. Ekelahuna | ﬂg;zture |
Orders accepted on plain paper or photocopy |
this advertisement | fcldfsi _____________________ iy
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For friendly helpful service

- with all your banking needs.

! Westpac are proud to be Bankers
to Ducks Unlimited.

Wlestpac

We're here to help you.

A registered prospectus may be obtained from
any Eranch of Westpac Banking Corporation

in New Zealand.
|

L

NZ TECHNICAL CORRESPONDENCE INSTITUTE
Private Bag, LOWER HUTT
(PHONE 04 - 666,189)
CERTIFICATED STUDY COURSES

FIREARMS & BUSH ENTHUSIASTS

Why not enrol for the five module correspondence courses in:

FIREARMS SAFETY & APPRECIATION BUSH SAFETY & APPRECIATION
1. Firearms Law & Safety 1. Going Bush

2. Firearms & Cartridges 2. Bush Equipment

3. Firearms Usage in NZ 3. Bush Navigation

4. Reloading Rifle & Pistol Ammao 4, Bush Travel

5. Reloading Shotgun Ammo 5.  Bush Survival

Each course has been validated by the NZ Police and by the NZ Mountain Safety
Council. A National Certificate is awarded on satisfactory course completion. The
Firearms course fulfills the study and test requirements for a licence. The fee is
$50 for the Firearms course & $60 for the Bush course.

\.

PLEASE ENROL ME FOR: NAME .
Firearms Safety & Appreciation ADDRESS
Bush Safety & Appreciation

SALES ITEMS
BOOKS

Duckshogters. Sportsman & Conservationists

Complete Book of Australian Birds (Readers Digest)

Coloured Key 1o the Watedow! of the World

Ducks, Pongs and People

Managing Vetlands

New Zealand Birds

The Duckshooter's Bag

The Duckshogters Companion — Duckshooter's Bag &
Gamebird Hunting

The Hawaiian Goose

The Mute Swan

Wildfow! Management on Intand Waters
VSH VIDEOS

River in Question — The Manganui-a-te-ao
APPAREL

DU T-shirt — White (SM. XOS only)
DU Hat — Red/Fawn (one sze fits all)
DU Jersey — Red/Green/Blue (state size)

BADGES

DU Decal

DU Lapel Pin

DU Cloth Shoulder Patch

DU Canada 50th Anniversary Badge

DU Duck Head Badge — Large Gold

DU Duck Head Badge — Small Gold/White/Green
DU Duck Head Stick Pin

STATIONERY

DU Ballpoint Pens — per box of 10

DU Maxipens — per box of 10

DU Maxipens — single

Janet Marshall Bird Cards — set of four

Waterfowl Writing Paper and Envelopes — set of 10
Waterfowl Note Paper and Envelope — set of six

§20.00

$1450
$1450
$25.60
$11.30

$8.00

$15.80

£51.00
$21.50

8% B8
888

Pt
EEREEER

E88858

(OR WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS)

Both courses J

Mallard/Canada Card — For framing $ 600
GENERAL
Janet Marhsall Print signed. Russell Jackson Print signed. $85.00 EA
Canada Goose Place Mats — set of six $28.60
Canada Goose Coasters — set of six $1165
Mallard Duck Coasters — set of six $11865
Fenn Traps Mk 6 $28.00
DU Duck Head Flag 62cm X 44cm $41.00
DU Cam-o-paint § 460
DU Ashtray $ 460
DU Bottle Opener $420
DU Key Ring $ 460
DU Key Ring Nail Clippers $ 420
DU L $420
DU Tea Caddy Spoon $ 420
DU Teaspoons $ 420
Number Plate Surrounds (Pairs) Red, Blue, Green $33.00
Engraved Crystal Wine Glasses (Set of 6) $75.00
Engraved Crystal Whisky Glasses (Set of 6) $75.00
Engraved Crystal Decanter $50.00
Roll $24.00
Camgﬁck $36.00
IN PAYMENT

| ENCLOSE MY CHEQUE FOR § .....ooooovinnimmmmmmnnnnninns
OR
PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/BANKCARD

(Delete 1o suit)

CARD NO .....ccccouvninniniaerssnnenie. EXPIRY DATE .ocvinns

NAME (Please print) ...............

ADDRESS

POST TO DIANE PRITT, SMITHS ROAD
OHAKUNE (58-016)
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