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2 FLIGHT

Ty Diest ecquort as presadent |l bike 1
spend o e e cermnis g on e progre
of Pucks Unhimited (NZ) diavinge the ot fifteen
yEars.

Dunng this pend there have boen nany
persunal high pants and few very low ones,
and being the only surviver from the first year
of the DU Board of Directors in 1974 1 have
been fortunate to withess DU's  progress at
very close quarters,

Many ol the high points have undoubtedly
centred around the success of DU projects,
starting with GRETEL in 1975 when we saw
G usage of the first nest boxes ever ercctod for
Grey Teal, progressing to over 90 boxes
erected in many parts of the country and a
boost in the Grey Teal population from 20,000
to over 50,000 PATEKE followed hot on the
heels of Gretel and none really thought we had
any hope of achieving the ariginal aim of 1,000
Brown Teal reared in 10 years, and whilst we
didn’t quite achieve (his we have now reared
nearly 1200 in 12 years. BRANTA was
Inunched the same year as Patcke and started
in a modest way, with 12 geese being trans
ferred from Lake Ellesmere 1o the North Island
in 1976, but from then 1o 1985 just under 400
grvee were transferred and today around 8,000
Canada’s reside in the North Island
Another important event in the progress of pro-
jects was the 1979 export of Brown Teal to the
Wildfow] Trust in the UK and the Trust’s suc
cessful breeding of several hundred birds since
then. The all important WETLANDS project
started in the early 1980's when DU financed
stophanking work adjacent 1o the 120 nest
boxes at Tony Flexman's farm in the Waikato,
Since then DU, with great support from many
members, has created, restored and protected
many vital areas of wetland with Home Lagoon
Ieing the highlight to date. A real high for me
has been o see more and more people attempt
ing to [(ollow Horne Sinclur's  outstanding
example to us all.

Of course, the biggest overall event to date
was the miting of the magnificent Sinclair Wet
lands to DU, which was followed by an impres-
sive fund raising campaign to create a major
environmental  attraction ot the  wetlands,
When we commencid the fund rusing, some
three years ago, none in their wildest dreams
believed we could ranse close to 300,000 and
erect such an outstanding building at the wet-
lands. Such s the support for DU and what it
is attempting o achieve. Recemt years have
seen two new projects getbimg nto full swing,
and WHIO & ROYAL SWAN are, I'm sure,
destingd 1o be as successful as other DU pro-
Jls,

Anuther recent high point was the purchase
of the Pearce Wetlands in the Wairarapa — an
iternationally important area for wildhife, A
mapr fund raising venture to eliminate DU's
morlgage on this property will begin soon and
I'm confident that DU members and [riends
will ensure a successiul campaign,

Another area of DU activity that has main-
taned o very high profile since 1974 has been
the quarterly production of FLIGHT, Like all
I projects FLIGHT revolves around the input
from individuals and ane only has 1o ook m
the annual accounts to see that Brendan Coe,
who has printed FLIGHT for us since 1982,
has ensured that costs come down cach year
and quality goes up. The involvement of people
on the DU Board of Directors has always boeen
ol the highest calibre. And while on this point 1
should mention that the DU Board always
encourages participation 3t Board meetings by
any members who feel they have somﬁhmu 1o
offer, or who are interested in viewing the
work of the Board al close quarters, and |

wenild Bikas to extend an invitaton o members
e attend Degirel s
anwed wenue can Lae ol

s ates of meetings
tidd Trom the Secretiry)
The I Beaed'ss atality, under the Constity
Heith, N tivate gesgide 1o prtiogpote st Boaed

lesred by ooy et o (hee naiin eesinns T 1N
~Iul marcgement aver the st 15 year,
stean ol Kol “permanent’ Dirtors

annally enmnes under fiee, bt | can asiee
you that withet ot DU wragled ur'aml, et ba
the sueeess that 41 i, fue it alleas for |r|-,:|”1
ant and csaential continuty iewesier, in sy
of this permanency” the DU Bard has cha
many times during the 15
mysell, Drane Pt and
vired over 10 years. While o 1
DU Board mecting. Mark Neweeanh wmerd the
Board in 1981 and hus exportie in frany arvy
will be sadly missed. Fortunately foe the }f.n-‘
Mark has gencrously offerid Is
major part in orgamsing the matioral eadfle
Mark's place on the Beard his been filled
Auckland lawyer David Rice and §wold Jie ¢
take this opportunity to welenemne Diavid 1 the
Board. Dhavid has considerable experience
wildlife matters, having been involved w
Auckland Acclimatisation Socety for a nu
of years

The employment of Dr Grant Dumbell as our
Executive [hrector represents another
cant milestone in our progress and we certamly
have the weal persan for the job. In a wery
short time we've already seen great newits
from Grant's activities and expertise

Other incredible high points over the last
year, or so, have been — the support {rom our
Patron, with an Open Day at Pencock Springs
and $15,000 raised for DU, and her support for
the Mute Swan recovery programme; the quite
magnificent financial support from the Brad
lands Wildfowl Trust; our excellent relationship
with the QEIl National Trust and the Trust's
support for waterfow] and wetlands.

(hher highs dunng the past 15 years have
been our excellent redationship with the govern
ment wildife sgencies; lirstly with the Wildhfe
Service and more rcently with the
Department of Conserviatin, Unfortunately, for
me, Leth organisations have also produced Tow
prants — the first one being the demise of the
Wildiife Service amd the departure of many fine
people  and  swondly  the  continual  re
structuning  of  the  Department; not only
lweairse of the bad alfeet these moves have had
wiltllifie, but also the diseuption of staff,
whera v Bave, o many instances, boen seri
wasky alfocted

DU relatimshup with envitunmental RO
e hus provided many high points and
o petess wonld ot be complete without
menteaing the outstanding SUPpO we reorve
from DN in the USA and DU 0 Canada, The
arrebwill between our grougs s one of the keys
1 the sucerss of the name DUCKS UNLE
MITED

TH omy

roe, Jim Campladl's work as Pressdem
Lt frve years has alw been a migor
reaan for cur continued exgansion in all direc

. d | can aka tell you that it was with
that | decsded to take on the
1y that during his peeriesd
welled from one end of New
Wl b the ather — many limes uver — sat
tulldorer fue hours on end creating
et wetlands, attended every Chapter
o DU Canada twice, etc, ec.,
T toe clamed any expenss!
-..'-.ch:": & | do, he will be carryang on in
the same or many years 1o come. | alv
.r; o that I can redy on his support and that of
s DL INZ) s an orgamsation
e “-rwued to be a part of for so

The New
President

Neol Haves

Neal Hayes jomed the DU Board of Dhrectors
at its third meeting in 1974 and he has never
missd any of the 65 meetings since that time
His enthusism for waterfowl and wetlands
started 1 the rarly 1%560°s and in 1967 he
erected 3 comphex of avianes on his quarter
acre sevtion in Wainwomata. Since then he has
reared just over 100D bards, with the mapnity
beang Brown T'-.u Scaup and Grev ducks. In
199 he found ume 10 become the first Seere
tars of the NZ Prtol Assocation and for nearly
a decade he was a top pastol shooter, winning
13 of the 15 Natwonal Pistod tithes and represen:
ting New Zealand on many occasions. For the
past 21 years he has bevn a2 tutor and course
supenvasor in the NZ Technical Cormespondence
Institute’s Department of Mechancal & Pro
dcton  Engineening. He holds - professional
qualitications in en@ineening  design and 1
management

Nel's other mtenests apart from workang for
DU include, photography, clay target shaoting,
houk collecting and waterfow! hunung. While
workang for DU he has wntten a number of
important paper’s on DU Operation PATEKE
— another of these 15 due to be published n
the UK kiter this vear.

Neil's wife, Sylvia, has also made a major
contnbution to DU's progress, having been a

since 1974 and a major supporter
behind the scenes.
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Ponls _m’ulm i in kupur-' with the :m'fura!' envitonment are attractive 1o waterfowl.

by John Dyer
Field Officer
Auchkland Acclimatisation Society

This article assumes you've already esta
bshed a pond but now wish to plant the bare
site to maximise duck usage. Il explain here
the tried and proven success formula but als
the pitfalls to be avoided.

Planting cannot begin until stock are fenced
oul and such a fence should include a gate to
allow the animals acoss once or twice a year
1o help in later years to keep rank growth
manageable. Where the pond is to provide stock
watening, one edge can be lelt available to the
animals or better stll the overflow can be
directed into a trough or similar arrangment 1o
allow watering outside the enclosure.

Within the fenced area you'll want to esta-
blish botn trees and shrubs 1o provide fruit,
nuis, acorns, flowers and cover which can be
used by both game and nongame alike. How-
ever large trees should not be planted so close
to the pond as to shade it and in most cases
this means planting the southern edge only, A
mixture of oak species that includes English
oak (Qrercus robur) and Pin oak Q) pafusins)
will prove most productive, the former provides
the protein the birds crave when they're rec
ovening from moulting and breeding stress. The
latter’s seed or mast falls within the hunting
seasan, the advantages of which should be obvi

In front of the caks there are a number of
possihilities and Black tupelo (Nvssa sylvafica),
Shadblow  (Ameclanchier  canadensis),  Ginkgo
{Ginkgo bloba) and any of the cherry specics
are recommended

Duck need security and feel most relaxed
when there 15 a low vegetable screen around
the pond hiding them [rom passing prying eves.
Screens of flax are ideal but other possibilities

mclude fejoa hedges, Lonicera nitida or tree
lucerne. Another novel approach to planting a
screen is o plant a hedge of hawthorn, barb
erry or holly. Better still a mixture of all three
My main Might pond is near a boundary and
such a hedge in time wall discourage afl but the
keenest of poachers.)

By all means mix in smaller trees such as
Rowhai (Saphora spp.). White mulberry (Morus
alba), Black cherry (Prienns serofing), Dogwoods
foornus flonde) and alder or birch

Predator control is dealt with in other arti
cles, however when planting don’t use toito as
3 screen. Rats love it (For similar reasons tidi
ness is desirable. Sheets of iron left lving about
make dry shellers for stoats and mats to rest
under as do haphazard piles of wood or tnm
mings.)

Between the outer screen and the pond edge
areas of grass can be left 1o go rank and this
provides not only cover for nesting but also the
mature seed heads find their way into the pond
where grevs, mallards and shoveler sift them

up,

In a polka-dot arrangement in this rank grass
area plant small shrubs such as odd Max
bushes, taller Cotoneaster esp. (C figida and .
distichus),  Elderbernes  Sambnos  migra),
Guelder rose (Vibernum apwlis) or similar, The
smaller shrubs should be planted nearer the
water's edge and the taller ones further back.

Clumps of tall grasses such as Reed canary
grass (Phalaris arwndinaces) planted in the
shade of these odd trees will make an ideal
nesting site that neither hawk nor magpic will
readily notice mother mallard within.

Some shrubs should overhang the water to
provide escape cover for both adults and
broods. Flax and Cotoneasters are wseful and
most small ponds would benefit from one or at
the most a couple of weeping willows overhang:
ing on the southern side. If these are planted
anywhere else on the pond they should be pol
larded at about 6t height and allowed to grow
no higher. Swamp cypress (Taxoadinm dishichum)
similarly treated should provide some cover and

a clump of three or four such stumpy trees can
be planted in the shallows for broods to escape
wto. If pussy willow already provides this cover
I suppest planting taxodium in cleared spots
and gradually thinning the willow to nothing
as the taxodium takes over the role.

Sedpes and rushes can be planted along the
edges if not present naturally. Unless grazed
100 hard, outcompeted or overly shaded these
should continue to provide food and cover,
Turming over muddy soil often encourages a
stand of willow weed (Tblygomsm) the following
year, alternatively root slocks can be trans-
planted onto muddy shores. Ducks [requently
dine exclusively on this species.

Within the water itself there are a number of
suitable plamts 1o establish and unfortunately
there are also look-alikes that can ruin your
pond in a few years. The ones to establish are
Nitella spp. (Muskgrass), Potamogeton cheese
mannii and P. pectinatus ( common and sago
pondwesds), P. crispus (curly leaved pondweed)
and lastly but by no means least the Swamp
Wy fotella ovalifolia). The biggest difficulty
vou'll have establishing these waterplants is
that the ducks will keep eating them! However
we recommend thal you confirm with the wen-
tity of the plant stock you're obtaining as simi-
lar varieties can be useless or worse, actually
take over,

Another word of warning concerns the dam
nsell. Never plant anything but grass on its
surface. Tree roots have brought about the ool
lapse of many a dam in the past and il you're
disappointed that such a large area is unuti-
lised then by all means plant it with Reed
canary grass (Phalaris arundingeen).

The roots intertwine to bind the dam from
scouning or (ooding. Similarly they prevent the
duck from dibbing away and undermining the
dam itself. Their seeds provide food and their
clumped growth provides good nesting cover by
about the second year,

Remember that while planting can make
average ponds into top class ones you can have
toa much of a good thing.

4 FLIGHT

Don't chose the pond in completely with trees
Ducks need 1o fly in and out easily and if they
need to climb steeply and crash  through
branches to get out they'll frequent the pond
less often

Always study a pond clusely before planning
your plantng. Note the way the birds Ny in and
out n different winds and note how the sun
falls on 1t and where the birds like (o come out
and preen. If you place an old log in the water
at this point they'll almost certainly use it in
preference 1o the shore,

Don't crowd the shore as the birds fear the
bushes may contain predators and will not rest
easy there. However don't be afraid 10 divide a
long shore into two by planting a visual barrier
in the middle and extending in to the water. On
large ponds this would have allowed two
broods to be raised where only one would have
been before as the first pair would chase off
any others they saw, Some means of draining
the ponds s desirable for two main reasons.
Firstly is to [acilitate remaoval of invasive weeds
such as raupo which if not checked take over
{he open water area, Secondly draining the
pond, or alternatively lowering it by a wer
system, allows the bared mud to be planted and
when the seed crop isay, willow weed or Japa-
nese millet) is npe the level can be reraised,
Pucks will flock into the feed in droves as soon
as the word gets around.

If you have islands, either already present or
floating rafts built for the purpose don’t overdo
the planting there either. The exception is that
in a group of islands one or two can be heavily
planted as ideal nest sites. The rest should be
left as grass with one or two shady shrubs,

Once you've got this far you should have a
pond that others will envy and il you dont
“overdo it" provide steady and productive
shooting through the season. You should also
have the satisfaction of knowing you're putting
a lot back into your sport and as they say you
only get out of it what you put into it

Many of the speces mentioned can be
obtained from nursenies. Others can be propa-
gated by seed or cutting. If readers need help
finding any of these species they could write to
me. Residents within the Auckland Society dis
trict may be able to obtain many of these free
on application to the Society office.
AUCKLAND ACCLIMATISATION SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 17032, HAMILTON TEL. 071390168

Additional Information
There are several trees the Auckland Accli-
matisation Society secks to establish in New
Zealand to plant to increase wildlife values.
The following, like swamp cypress, aclually
grow standing in waler.
water elma (Plancra agualica)
waler tupelo (Nyssa aguatica)
We also seck a number of very flood tolerant
lrees,
willow oak# (Quercies phellos)
water oak (Ghvenows migra)
water hickory# (Carva aquatica)
The seed of all these trees forms a very
important part of the diet of mallards and
inadentally wood duck in the Missi bot-

Featune Anticle

Predator Control - In
Sympathy with nature

by John Dyer
Field Officer
Auckland Acclimalisation Society

Traps and other instruments used in preda.
tor control often provake a negative impression
with the public However there's good reawn
why the DOC. National Parks Board, DSIR
and Acclimatisation Socielies have all under-
taken extensive (rapping programmes.

Anyone visiting restncted off shore islands
will be immediately impressed by the number
and vanety of native and often rare birds. This
comes about largely because of the abwence of
mtroduced predators.

Stoats, weasels and ferrets were bought in 10
control rabbits by the Government in response
to an agricultural lobby. Despite the warnings
of the most prominent people of the day the
ecological catastrophy  was  unleashed  The
predators ignored the rabbits in favour of our
unique Mightless birds.

Trapping is today but a small part of Society
activities although at one stage we paid boun-
ties on well over 6,000 stoats and weasels each
vear just in this distnct.

‘Trapping now tends to be in areas intensively
managed for their wildlife values. The numbers
caught and the resultant increases in local bir-
diife confirm the programmes value The
expense incurred is largly carmied by the indic
viduals undertaking the habital improvement
and the Society role is one of assistance (advice,
improved methods etch

The public can also assist by reporting to us
any instance of people dumping predators into
the countryside, in particular cats and [errets.
Car registrations, times and places help us
prosecute these ecological vandals who would
upset the balance of nature that trapping seeks
to create.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE PREDATORS
PREVALENT IN NEW

FERRETS (Mustela puatorins) X

New Zealand always copies other countries
mistakes, never seeming to learn! In Britain
mink were introduced from North America in
the 1920's and bred commercially for their fur.
When the fur market became unprofitable
many were deliberately released and are now
established in the wild and are killing many
gamebirds and animals.

Initially little effort seems to have been made
by the authorities to prevent NZ ferret (fitch)
farmers doing exactly the same when their
market downturned. The “Wildlife (farming of

tomlands of the United States of America. In
contrast much of the heart of the Waikato
“Duck Factory” is dominated by pussy willow
as little else ETows in this {rtquemly Nooding
area. C these Species
may play an 1mpotlan1 role in future manage-

\9\’: would be very appreciative of any infor-
mation readers could bring forward of seed
sources of the asterisk marked trees. This could
save us a considerable amount in g
imported seed. .

p ted wildlife) Regulations” nf 1985 ha\t
since remedied this, but sloppy
type still contribute to the

popula
muwmn{lmﬂsardl‘mttdamaam
where including many in places where they
were 1y unknown.
Thaose hunters already regularly trapping ver-

min are catching quite worrying numbers of
these predators, Cage traps, Fenn and Box
traps all work well on ferrels. Ferrets breed
between September and March so numbers
caught increase in late Summer,
HEDGEHOGS (Erinaceus europarus)

A useful animal in the garden who changes
from Dr Jeykel to Mr Hyde in the ficlds. A large
tear hedgehog can steal hen eggs though he
widom caught in the act, Smaller hedgehogs
are quite capable of dealing with pheasant egys
and thoee of quail espedally. A noted killer of
nesting hen pheasants, hedgehogs are noi
while moving about at night and can be found
and shit because of this, They also snore

ing in daylight The number of hedgehogs
found flat on NZ rmds exceeds that of ther
ancestral home in the UK, suggesting they're
more numerous here.

STOATS (Mustela erminea)

The staat 15 my candidate [or the worst pred-
ator of New Zealand game and other wildlife.

A recent study examined the gut contents of
1250 swoats, It was revealed 43% had recently
eaten 2 bird or birds Another NZ study
revealed 77% of known nest predations, in one
intensively studied area, were due 1o stoats. (A
further 2% being attributed 1o rats and mice
collectively). Because stoats have a high metab-
olism they need to feed at frequent intervals,

Fenn Tunnel set in corner of stone wall.
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alternanng spells of actvity with peniods of
rest. Theyll at the equivalent of one third of
their body weight each day and if there's an
abundance of food they'll kall much more than
they need and store the rest. They hunt by
both day and mght. They're capable swimmers
having reached off-shore islands. Wildlife offi-
cers playing tape calls of marsh crakes deep in
the Whangamanno Wetland twice called stoats
into range. However, they usually hunt by
scent. Their fondness for skylarks is such that
their nests are often hined with ther feathers
Steats breed quickly and soon match any
increase in ther food supply.

The bulk of females are mated before they
leave the nest and by means of delayed implan
tation can bear as soon as they're old enough.
Trapping  programmes tend to bias toward
males but clearly from the foregoing it is the
females that need the targeting. The Fenn trap
Ducks Unlimited has imported is the best for
the job and needs to be used properly o be
effective. Continental box traps with their see
saw action will catch animals down to mouse
size and consequently the lightweight female
weasel or stoat that might not triggaer a Fenn is
thus caught.

Although NZ's authority, Dr Carolyn King
has pointed to the futility of 1rying to eradicate
stoats nationwide, the fact remmns that o
lised reductions are possible. (We are currently
investigating reports  that the ammal was
trapped to extermination in South West Wales
and the Iberian Penninsula.)

Certanly any situation where prey are overly
abundant, (waterfowl collections, brown teal
release sites etc), are the very places trapping
programmes are justified. Inadentally if vou're
oul hunting and miss a chance to shoot 3 stoat
or weasel that dives to cover wait a few
minutes and cunosity may cause it to come
Back for another look. An imitation of a squeal
ing rabbit or a squeaking noise can also cluse
them to reappear, I they drop the prey they're
carrying wail quielly nearby as they'll usually
return for it Yet another “keepers tnck” 1s that
the urine of a bitch stoat in season (Sept-Oct)
placed cither on the plate of a trap or just
mside the tennel will attract dog stoats from
sume distance.

WEASEL (Mustela mivalis)

“The weasel is casily defined but a stoat 1=
staataly different”, The weasel is much smaller
than a stoat and lacks a black tip on the end of
the tail. Because of their weight lespecially
females) they will often cross Fenn traps with-
oul setting them off. However the box trap can
be <ot fine enough to consistently catch these
and even lighter animals.

The weasel mostly finds pheasant egs too
large to deal with, but quail and other small
eqrs are regular diet features. They're capable
of bnnging down birds and animals however
and in one instance a well grown hare was
recorded, Like the stoal they can climb or swim
readily although they're less prone to do so.
Weasels have a patchwork distnbution through-
out New Zealand and some areas fortunately
remain free of them.

FERAL HOUSE CAT (Felis Catus)

Every summer thousands of families going
on holiday are confronted with what to do
about the cat they acquired earlier in the year,
In many cases it's past its cute Kitten stage and
so the decision is made to abandon it in the
country, Out of sight — out of mind,

These house cats are completely at a loss
about surviving in a world without regularly
provided meals, The transition to catching
game and other animals and birds is a slow one
and many starve lo death before developing the
expertise, Those that survive become ruthless
killers and their wildborn kittens even more so.

Featune Anticle

Several of us have made the mistake of trying
to capture one of these kittens and tame it. The
recult is usually that the hand reached out to
pick up the tiny fluff-ball is viciously shredded
and later becomes septic. If their eyes are fully
open — shoot them. On one oﬂ_-slmre island
rare fauna has approached extinction because 3
single cal was smuggled into the light house:
How much more worrying is that cattrapmng
programmes  have actually run g three
figures on some farms (always peaking over the
Christmas holiday period). The Animals Protec
tinn Act provides for stiff fines for cat dumping
but hittle useful information is lod with the
police. _

Cats can be dispatched with powerful air
Afles with due attemtion to range. They are
however best caught by cage traps. Fish is _|Iu~
best bait, either [resh or smoked. Failing this a
portion of rabhit would be the next best.

RATS (Rattus norvegicns and R ralius)

The rat is public enemy number one. A har-
binger of many diseases including leplospirosis
and salmonellis. Always exercise greal care and
hygene handling dead rats and/or equipment
contaminated by them, Wash your hands well
afterwards or better still use gloves. A least
one disease they carry is fatal. Less well known
than their effects on foodstuffs is that rats are
important predators on nests, epgs and voung
of game Wirds and songbirds. Even nesting
Canada geese are bothered by rats

\arious baits are available and some of the
pellet types give pood results. You might be
surprised ot how much bait is disappeanng
over what period of time. Rest assured that
after a while the bait use will suddenly and
dramatically tail off and you'll have broken the
back of the local population. Don’t relax your
efforts or they'll return however.

Fenn traps work fairly well on rats either
haited or unbaited. Box traps need to be cleared
early in the morming however as rals gnaw
their way out. These traps are better set for
mustelids first (Le. ferrets, stoats.weasels) and
only allowed 10 catch rats incidentally rather
than be actually placed on rat runs. As a conso
lation, once repaired the traps’ ratty smell will
prove irresistable to any mustelid, as all three
species prev on rats and mice.

HAWKS (Circus appraximans)

The Australian harmer is perhaps a lintle
maligned. Diet studies have indicated that har-
riers are more likely 10 scavenge carrion than
attack live prey. Similarly they have a sixth
sense about which animals are sickly and will
persist until they've caught them. This pro-
vides a valuable service to the rest of the popu:
lation by limiting the spread of disease.

I recently saw an example of this in the King
Country. Four hawks were hanging around a
small pond with 30 or so moulting Paradise
ducks on it. They appeared “sitting ducks” as
the hawks took turns to fly overhead. However,
closer investigation showed one bird 1o be “a
bit Dicky”. It became obvious it was this bird
the hawks were interested in (no doubt they
were drawing lots). The others scemed Lo have
no trouble escaping by diving. il necessary.

Ducks  Unlimited’s numerous  waterfowl
breeders will doubtless be aware of the need for
strict hygene when managing large numbers of
waterfowl. The numerous picked clean skelet-
ons to be found by most moulting ponds are
indicative of nature’s way of isolating infection
in similar circumstances.

The hawk and the Paradise duck evolved

together and the size and health of this parry
population is best illustrated by the fact the
pond referred to is within the district gazetted
for this years special parry season. In contrast,
studies of Hawkes Bay parry populabions
showed wild cats to be significant predators of
nesting females who would otherwise have
benefited the local population. The Paradise
duck of course didn't evolve with cats and it is
unlikely their relationship is in balance.

Nonetheless I'm sure most readers will have
seen hawks carry off ducklings and pheasant
chicks. Those cases I've observid have usually
had a reason behind them and most often it is
that the mother bird had raised her brood in an
area with insulficient cover. Thus the chicks
had nowhere to escape the hawk’s talons. In
contrast, m more suitable areas, large broods
were ruised 1o Mighted stage. We must reflect
that hawks were around when ducks were
“blackening theskies” and the [actor which has
changed since is the habitat which has shrunk,
1 will accept however that the clearing of the
bush increased hawk numbers (it also dec-
reased the falcons!. However the hawk cur
rently enjoys semi-protection and it is sl ille
gl to shoot them unless you can prove they're
causing economic loss — Aefon you embark on
controlling them,

The change in status reflects 1wo facts. One
is that a number of bitterns survive in all of
New Zealand, Secondly that bounties paid on
hawk's fect almost bankrupted some Socicties
vet little perceptible effect was noticeable in
hawk numbers present.

On one shevp station that went all out 10
control hawks it was found they subsequently
had an explosion of rats, These disappeared
when the hawks were allowed 1o return. The
gamebirds would almost certainly have been
better off when status quo re-established.
MAGPIES (Gymnorhing lypopetica and G,
tilricen)

As yet we're unsure of the role magpies play
in controlling game and songbird populations.
Reports have come in of them carrying off Cali-
fornian quail chicks and we've seen them
locked in combat with our Red Legged partidge.
I've seen them carry off eggs as large as tur-
keys so presumably those of duck and pheasant
are also vulnerable.

However, the magpie is a uselul controller of
many farm insect pests and this should be
taken into account. It is an Australian bird in
no way related to the European magpie which
is @ confirmed enemy of game, We would appre-
ciate any reports of magpies as predators and
would point out to those who'd wish to cull
their numbers locally that magpies can prove
quite challenging 1o shoot, especially once
they've woken up to what's going on. Like crow
shoating in the States its potentially a whole
new sport, Perhaps like crows, magpies would
come 1o a plastic ow] decoy. We would be inter-
ested in anyone's experiments.

PUKEKO (Porpltyrio p. melanotus)

The pukeko is credited with destroying both
duck eggs and on occasion ducklings. It can
also be a nuisance in gardens and even the
pre-European contact Maori had problems keep-
ing them out of their cultivations, Again |
would suggest that pukekos were numerous
when duck "darkened-thesky" with their num-
bers. Pukeko and our native duck have evolved
together and so no real threat is posed. How:
ever pukeko were put on the licence many
years ago not so much for any sporting reason
as to control their numbers. Any local nuisance
can therefore be easily remedied. 1 personally
prefer to have a few pooks around. However, if
you feed or bait duck with corn you might be

interested 1o open up the crops of a few of thi

local pooks!
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Blue Ducks in Egmont National Park

by Bryan Williams
Senior Conservation Offficer
Department of Conservation
New Plymouth

During April 1987 six caplive reared blue
ducks were transferred from the National Wil-
diife Centre at Mt Bruce and released on the
Manganui River in the Egmont National Park.
For the four days prior to their release, the
birds were held in a pen close to the river, and
were fed on the same food as they had had at
Mt Bruce, Fenn traps were also set in the area
surrounding the pen, and although no preda:
tors were caught, this allowed the birds 10
acclimatise to their new surroundings in safety.

Before their release, all six birds were fitted
with radio transmitters, however, only two
birds were released with the radio packs in
place. It appeared that the tail feathers of the
juvenile irds were not stong enough to support

the transmitlers as in three cises the feat
pulled out with the transmitter still mmmh.m

IN!n.-r their release, the bird's bigan feeding
within an hour and during the first two werks
their green droppings indicated that they were
l’[(;cd!ng p{lt_'dr.umulvmllienn algae from the river,

unng this period the birds movements were
followed, however, alter this they simply disap
peared and no sign of them was found over the
next six to twelve months, despite several
searches. A reported sighting of three bird's in
the Te Popo stream was made nine months
alter the release, however further searches by
DOC staff were unable to confirm this.

A member of the public reported sighting
three blue ducks on the Manganui river in
December 1988, twenty meonths after the
release, and this was finally confirmed in
March 1989 when a juvenile [emale, identified
by its call, was found Zkm upstream from the
release site. Two adult birds were then found
further upstream, and while the male of this
pair was still banded, the female had lost her
bands. Fortunately, the tramper who made the
original sighting was able to confirm that the

female was banded when first seen. It is now
plmnql to monitor the extent of the juvenile
female’s territory and to release a male into it
before the 1989,/90 breeding season.

A further two blue ducks were then found on
Lake Dive in April 1989 This lake is about
km from the liberation site and while the male
of the pair was handed the female was not. It is
assumed that she was hatched in the wild,
_dunng the 1988/89 breeding season, and it is
mtended to catch and band her when she
meults,

There are a further two, as yet unconfirmed,
blue duck sightings from the Egmont National
Park. One s from the Upper Makatawa River
while the other is from the Waiwhakiho River.
If these rwo sightings can be confirmed, it will
mean that five of the six released birds have
survived for two years and that two juveniles
tave been produced in the wild. This confirms
that captive bred tards are fully capable of sur-

viving, and reaning young. in the wild and sug-
gests that further releases should be made in
the future as a way of restablishing blue duck
populations.

Activities of the Blue Duck Captive
Breeding Group

The Blue Duck Captive Breeding Group met
for the first time on the 5 May, at the National
Wildlife Centre, to consider how the Blue Duck
captive breeding programme was to be imple
mented. This prog has been embodied in
the Department of Conservation's Blue Duck
Conservation Strategy and is to be overseen
and ged by Ducks Unlimited, in ¢ I

records each hird's sex, date of hatching, par-
ents, mate, and breeding records. It will also
allow us to record pedigrees so that each pair-
ing that is made can be considered in the light
of as much information as possible. [t has
already been used for deciding pairings for the
coming breeding season. With the positive

tion with the Department.
The meeting’s first job was to discuss and
adopt the objectives and guidelines for the pro-
ject which had been prepared by the project
convener, Neil Hayes. This was done, with
some minor alterations and additions, and these
are printed elsewhere in this issue of “Flight™,
The meeting then discussed its d

ding signs that were achieved last year we
are confident that this year will see the start of
regular production of blue ducks for release into
the wild. When this is coupled with the results
of the Mt Egmont trial release (see the article
by Bryan Williams) we are sure that significant
headway can be made over the next few years
and that viable populations of Blue Duck will
be

tions Lo be forwarded to the Blue Duck Liaison
Group, which met in early June at Ohakune. It
was felt that the release of any further captive
lirds would only delay the captive breeding pro-
gramme's success. Instead, new breeding stock
should be brought in from the wild, especially
young [emales, as the current captive stock
included a surplus of males. While 11 pairs of
Blue Duck are currently in captivity, the cap-
ture of more females would allow 18 pairs to be
n captivity for the 1990/91 breeding season.
This would then speed up the process of hav-
ing at least 10 breeding pairs of blue duck in
captivily. It is pleasing to note that the Blue
Duck Liaison Group embraced the Captive
Breeding Group recommendations and we are
now in a position where “"Operation Whio" can
make a real contribution to the conservation of
Blue Duck.

Since the meeting a computerised database
has been set up to record the individual histo-
nes of all the birds currently in the pro-
gramme, This is basically a studbook and

blished in areas where they were previ-

ously.
OPERATION WHIO — OBJECTIVES,
AVIARY REQUIREMENTS &
PARTICIPATION

Operation WHIO is involved with the Blue
Duck recovery programme and over recent
months the initial proposals have been beaten
into shape by the Blue Duck Captive Bm:ing

approved persons and wildlife establish-
ments, at least ten (10} captive broding
pairs af blue duck.

3 To mantain stnct records of birds held in
captivity and birds reared in captivity.

4. To set annual and overall goals for captive

productivity — to aim for at least
one clutch per pair per season.

5. To work within the Department of Conser-
vabon's “Conservation Strategy for Blue
Duck™ and to liaise with the Blue Duck
Management Liaison Group.

6. To assist with the release of captive reared
blue duck into suitable wild areas. o

7. To assist the Blue Duck Management Liai-
son Group in educating everyone 10 a grea-
ter apprecabion of the unique blue duck and
about the vital need to preserve blue duck
habitat.

The project will be ised by a Captive

Breeding Group, which will consist of;

(a) Three members of Ducks Unlimited, one
of whom shall be the Convenor and shall
be the DU nominee on the Blue Duck
M Liaison Group, and one of

Group, which consists of three DU r
the Officer in Charge at the National Wildhife
Centre and an Officer from the Ptusecged Spr

whom shall be a participating breeder.
(b) The Conservation Officer, Protected &

cies Section of DoC. The individ

are: Meil Hayes (Convenor), Grant Dumbell,
Eric Fox, Martin Bell and Raewyn Empsom. At
a meeting in Ohakune in early June the main
oo o et g cprostas
son Group — 3 aims

drawn up by the Captive Breeding Group, and
these are as [ollows:

?mm the NZ Blue Duck in captivity.
B e ue -
2. To establish DU members, other

Endangered Species Section of the Dept of
Conservation, and
(¢} The Officer-n-Charge at the National Wil-

suitability.
(¢) Determining the availability of birds for
captive breeding.
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blishments with approved faalities
and with the necessary Dol permit

v} Compling readily retnevable data on;

1 All persons and establishments hald

ing blue ducks in captivity

i) Ages and all relevant details of blue
ducks held in captivity.

i Annual breeding figures — ogges lad,
epges hatched, number reared, deaths
and the reason for deaths, and all
other important information — very
much as already done for OPERA
TION PATEKE.

(iv) The transfer of birds
(v) Handing infermation
ivi) Release of birds into the wild and
follow-up observation information
Alwo under (e) 11 has been recommended
the Liaison Group that:

(2l That no further birds be released into the
wild unless the needs of the caplive bred
ing group for breeding pairs are first met

by That consideration be given to the remo
val of cus and/or juveniles from the wild
for captive breeding purposes — this will
shorten the lead time lor release, (to be
done in i nondisruptive way for the wild
populationisi )

i) Constant larson with all holders of blue
ducks.

(@ Establish sites for the fock mating inatu
ral pairing of blue ducks

(h)  Rearranging the painng of birds when
successiul breeding has not occurred after
W0 Seasons.

(i) Identifying areas for the possible release of
captive reared blue ducks into the wild

() Doing all things that wall ensure that
satisfactory numbers of blue ducks are
reared annually in captivity; for example,
secking sponsorship for establishing and
maintaning captive breeding facilities and
birds.

CONDITIONS GOVERNING

PROJECT PARTICIPATION

All persons or establishments wishing to join
operation ‘'WHIQ' should approach the Blue

Duck Captive Breeting Group through Ducks

Unlimited. Participants will need te comply

with the following conditions

1 Maintain their avinry faclities 10 pnme

conditions at all times.

Ensure that the birds have an adeguate

supply of high protein food eg. trout pel

lets, and fresh water at all times.

3. Produce an annual report — a standard
form will be supplied each May by the
project Convenor,

1. Be prepared to improve ther aviary facili
ties when necessary.

(20

5  Be prepared to make their aviary facilitics
available for inspection at all reasonable
times ]

6. Transfer all progeny to the Captive Broed

ing Group —

{a) Transfers between breeder
Captive Breeding Group

b Transfers for release 1o be organised
in conjunction with the Management
Limson Group.

Be prepared to return birds for re-paning

when necessary. )

8 Hold a Department of Conservation
Authorty and comply with all its require-
ments.

AVIARY REQUIREMENT GUIDELINES

The (ollowing points cover the stinintm
requIrements necessary 1o relin one  pear of
blue ducks in captivity:

1 Each pair of blue duck held for captive
breeding must be confined 0 their own
aviary.

2. The aviary must be totally enclosed and
prodator prool

3 The aviary should be at least 20 square
metres in size, e Sm x 4m, and the wire
should be 18mm heavy gauge chicken wire
or 18mm square welded wire. Baards wall
be needed around the base of the aviary —
to stop duckling escape.

1. A pool which 15 a1 least 4 square metres
in size (2m x 2m) and around Sem diep
at one end. Sides ol the pool must slope 1o
allow ducklings to get out casily,

5 A pile of steep rocks to educate ducklings
in rock climbing and 1o provide adults
with a high perch

6. Lots of plant cover — (o provide shelter

from the elements and to make the aviary

aesthetically pleasing to the birds

A number of nest sites — tunnels i the

rocks, nest boxes. etc, with ground

entrances

5 A feed station which is adequately pro
tected from the weather, and which is full
at all umes, with high protein food, such
as trout pellets

9 A brooding area which 15 well protected
from the elements,

10. Facilities whereby the pond is  easily
drained and replenished with fresh water.

11 Total visual barners between adjacent avi
anes holding blue ducks

Aviaries which are constructed with rocks
and flowing water are highly desirable, as such

a facility could ideally provide means by which

ducklings could be ‘educated- to feeding in

flowing water — pnor 1o their release. Two
ponds at different levels, with circulating water
flowing between them is also worthy of consid
eration when aviary design is being contem
plated,

i}

to the

Following a decision of the Board not 1o
publish a full report of the AGM, it has been
requested that a summary of the meeting be
prepared and published each year. The follow.
g report is prepared by Director Chrs Hoo
<o,

REPORT ON THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INC held at
THC TOKAANU on 8 JULY 19849

The meeting commenced at 2pm with the
outgoing President JIM CAMPBELL welcoming
the 60 members and guests, and immediately

calling for apologies, which were sustained

The minutes of the 1988 Annual mevting
having not been published previously were
tabled and the president allowed a few minutes
for reading them. On the motion of A. WILKS/
A ELLIOTT it was moved that they be
accepted as A true and correct record, the
motion being carned.

The 1988 financial report, published in the
Dicember 1988 “FLIGHT" was adopted on the
mation of ). BEGG/A. WILKS

The President then tabled his report for
1480/59, JIM CAMPBELL commented upon the
development work that was continuing at the
SINCLAIR WETLANDS, including the walk-
wavs, captive waterfowl pond, and then pro
coded 1o read and display a new plague for the
wetlands building. The PEARCE WETLANDS,
DU's newest acquisition, which JIM pointed oul
was revogmised a2 wetland af international
impartance, on the shores of Lake Wairarapa,
was descnbed. JIM also made reference 1o the
WAIRIO project and then moved on 10 mention
the generous sponsarship DU had receved dur:
i the last year, especially from the BROAD.
LANDS WILDFOWL TRUST and LITHOGRA:
PHIC SERVICES. JIM then moved to the finan-
¢l reporlt  commenting  on o our  income
(8225.000) and the funding of additional capital
expenditure, gving a total lixed asset base of
$413539. A complete sel of Accounts and The
Auditors report was available for inspection
and on the motion of ). CAMPBELLYT.
MeLEOD the meeting passed and accepted both
the President’s and Financial reports.

The meeting then approved the reappeint-
ment of DU Auditors. for 1989/90, being EAS-
TWOOD & PARTNERS of Masterton, moved
Ms [0, PRITT/C. HOOSON.

Foliowing the formal business was the elec
tion of Directors from the Noor. President JIM
CAMPBELL explained that DEREK MOR-
RISON had resigned dunng the year and
thanked him for s imput to the board dunng
s term. DEREK was replaced by DAVE
JOHNSTON of the BROADLANDS WILD

FOWL TRUST. The existing directors Mrs G,
HANSEN, Messrs TANNOCK, HOOSON AND

JOHNSTON offered  themselves for election

Mainutes

- RELOADERS -

SUPPLIES LTD

No. 1 INN.Z. FOR ALL

YOUR SPORTING SUPPLIES
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from the AGM

There being no Turther nominations the mo
ing declared these directors reddectod on the
maotion of A, WILKS/D. RICE.

Report on Operation “PATEKE" — Diree.
tor in Charge — NEIL HAYES,

Mr HAYES reported that the past year had
been pretty satisfactory for the captive rearing
program, with 133 birds being reared. NEII.
also commented on  releases in Northland,
including the work done by the ROYAL FOR
EST & BIRD SOCIETY at Whananaki. He
then went on 1o comment on the paper pre-
pared for the '_‘W'_ILI‘JF(}WI,", journal and the
need for continuing  research in Northland.
Finally NEIL called for new breeders for this
project, mentioning that we had lost some dur-
ing the year.

Report from Executive Director — DR
GRANT DUMBELL
e DUMBELL commented on the new regional:
isation of DU, its members and the goal of 5000
members  within 5 years, Dr DUMBELL
explained how this growth could be achieved
and the promotional material that had been
prepared, as well as the publicity DU work was
attracting. Dr DUMBELL explained the new
chapter scheme and the success this was enjoy
ng.

Following Dr DUMBELL's report was the
presentation of the Brown Teal Breeder of the
Year Award. Unflortunately the winner Mr
CHARLIE MONEY was unable to attend and
NEIL HAYES accepted on his behalf,

President JIM CAMPBELL then introduced
our guest speaker Mr KERRY MULLER, direc-
1or of the Wellington Zoo. Mr MULLER gave an
entertaimng speech, illustrated by colour slides
of some of the world's rarest waterfowl. Mr

future plans for the educational centre a1 the
wetlands and then moved tn 10 the dl\'l]?l?:‘l
witerfow]  numbers in the Waihola/Waipori
regon. HORRIE covered the high of 100,000 in
one Lgnon in Y980 10 the bew of 14 in the
wetlands this year. HORRIE made special men
tin ol the wup, Grey Teal and his predator
ernitrol vm'llutll\_ A new plague for the building
was presanted o HORRIE by ETE
AYGATE: RIE. by MR PETER
Report  on Operation “WETIANDS”
—Director in Charge — BRENDAN COE
Mr COE presented bas roport and made special
mention of the Sinclair and Pearce wetlands
He made a ples on behall of the ducks fur e
habitat
Report on Operation “WHIO" —director in
Charge — NEIL HAYES
Neil reported on the stady progress made in
the last year with particular reference to the
Blue Duck Caplive Breeding Group, its aims,
objectives and aviary ronquirements,  Although
the season was not good for members NEIL
said that the birds produced by the NATIONAL
WILDLIFE CENTRE would ensure  there
would be 11 pairs in captivity. Neill went un 1o
comment on the breeding success, in the UK,
the production of the Blue Duck leaflet and
called for more member's help in the program
Report on Operation “ROYAL SWAN™
—Director in Charge * JIM GLOVER

JIM covered the success of the program
which is moving into its fourth year, with 80
birds moved to date. JIM made special mention
of the input of LADY DIANA ISAAC and DOC
stall which ensured the program's success.
EDITORIAL REPORT — BRENDAN COE

Brendan reported on the publication of

MULLER commented on the develog s al
the Zoo and the proposed quarantine station.
KERRY MULLER's address was enjoyed by all
thase who attended

A short address followed by Mr PETER
BYGATE, Deputy Director General of the Dept
of Conservation, Mr BYGATE passed on the
Director General's apology and spoke about the
restructuning of the Department, Fish & Game
law reform and its effects.

Following a break for the President's shout,
members reconvened for the presentation of the
prestigious  BILL BARRATT TROFPHY. This
trophy is p d lly to the individual
or group who have performed outstanding
work in promoting the aims and objectives of
DU, This year's recipients were the BROAID-
LANDS WILDFOWL TRUST and in accepting
the award DAVE JOHNSTON paid tnbule to
his partner NORMAN MARSH.

Report on the Sinclair Wetlands — Mr
HORRIE SINCLAIR MBE — Manager

HORRIE'S report dealt with the progress and

"FLIGHT” and especially thanked TERRY
McDONALD  for  his i v

1990 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Alter the fantastic success of the 1989 annual
wonference at THC “Tokaanu it took the DU
Baard only a few scconds to decide that we will
be back at THC Tokaanu for the 1990 meeting
The 14th and 15th July are the dates for 1990
and Diane Pritt will again be eoordinating boo-
kings. Riservations are already well advancid,
0 make sure you book early,
1988-H9 ANNUAL BALANCE SHEET

The 198883 DU Financial Report was unable
to be published in full in the last issue of
FLIGHT. Any member wishing to receive a
mmplete copy should write to P.0. Box 44,176,
Lavwer Hutt

A DU BROWN TEAL SIHOT

IN NORTHLAND

Oree of the Brown Teal released at the Pur
erua site in Northland in January was reported
as shat in mid-June, during the duck season.
The bard, a male, was shot at Ohaeawai which
1s some 20 kilometns inland, and South, from
Purcrua. This is an interesting recovery and
| one that shews, again, that our brown teal are

adapting well 1o the wild And while its bad

mews o hear of one beng shat, its good 1o
| knirw what happened 1o this particular bird,

RARE DUCK PREFERS FARM
COMFORTS TO FREEDOM

A rare wild blue duck with a taste for farm
amforts has turned its back on freedom and
florwn back to join its mates in a domestic flock
near Carterton.

The male duck was freed into the wild in the
Tararua Ranges in Apnl after it was found
mixed with farm ducks on the Mangatarere
Stream.

But the duck was not one to forget its
fﬁl’!’l'!dlh and surprised everyone by flying nearly

BRENDAN asked members for their contribu
tions and photos for publication in the maga-
nne.

General business followed with NEIL HAYES
saying there were some Caroli labl

over 1600-metre high ranges Lo
repoin the flock, Department of Conservation
:.::im conservator Dermick Field said yester-
¥.
“He must have had quite an attachment to

some discussion was held about DU NZ logo
and a request for publication of an AGM report
and finally advised of a chapter meeting the
[ollowing morning.

Following announcements on the evenings
proceedings, President JIM CAMPBELL closed
the meeting.

The 1989 AGM was the most successful
ever, with 857,000 being raised. The growth of
the chapters was a feature as was the high
quality of the auction items. The directors wish
to thank all those who attended and especlly
Bill Wilkinson, the principal of Wilkinson Real
Estate, Wellington for his magnificent auctione

ering
| ]

Horrie receives

the plagque from
Peter Bygate Deputy
Director General

of DOC.

the d flack 1o fly that distance back,”
Mr Field sud.

“It has taught us something about trying to
| manage this species. We have heard that it took
him only a day to make the trip, but we are
nowhere near certain about that.”

The duck was teamed with a female raised
at the Mt Bruce wildlife reserve when it was
freed into the wild.

The par were flown by helicopter the equiva-
lent of a two day trek into the Park River, a
tributary of the Waiohine River, 800m above
sea level.

The ducks had not been introduced before
they were freed by Conservation Minister Phi-
lip Woollaston, who watched them swim away.

There had been reports of a pair of blue
ducks in the same subalpine valley but heavy
snowfalls had stopped the Conservation Depart-
ment officers going into the area.

Mr Field sad it was hoped the valley could
be checked later this week to find out if the
female freed in April had teamed with another
male.

It is estimated up to 2000 blue ducks remain
in the New Zealand wild. But as they live only
in the headwaters of fast flowing streams and
tend to become isolated from one another they
are difficult to trace.

CAROLINA WOOD DUCKS

Members breeding Carolina’s should remem-
ber that it is strictly illegal to release them into
the wild — without a permit from the Depart-
ment of Conservation. .

In 1984 DU looked closely at the possibility of

breeding and releasing Carolina Wood Duck as
part of a suggested new project, but because
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=T W na
nd Their Birds —
will appre h
information which 1s available 10 us
FENN TRAPS
Thanks to John Dher, Field Of
Auckland Acclima =
de on precator oon
sak= of Fenn Traps ame bo
camed ¢ pressive demonstrations at
February Game Farr and
oontrol scene 15 real
one end of NZ to the
of 108 Mark € Fenn traps were
they landed and a lampe slios of
ment, due in Seprember, 15 also sp
order ir

NOw
1 we will be impx
s 2 little mon
1t 15 larger a

It s kel
Mark 6 model only
than the Mark 4, s

hlling power. The price is currently 328 per

trap. including GST and postage

KAKA AND KEA SIGHTINGS

ity vague. Withowt an in
dance and distnbution 1t 1= dif
whether a species is stable, expand
decline. With this in mind the Departm
Conservation’s Soence and Research Dire
rate & beginning a number of longterm
schemes aimed at determining the status and
distnbution of several bird species, | am orgs
nusing two of the schemes. one on kaka and one

on kea
It would be helpful if members of vour orga
nisation could now and over future years, send
me any information on sightings of kaka or Jea
Information she=ild include:
— & detailed and accurate descnption of the
area, fa map reference it preferable but
vl necessary ),
—  alttude
—  date and time,
—  number of bards,
Note Some irds may b ded with either
a metal tand and o a coluur comt n o
bands. Any accurate observation of the arrange
ments of these bands and on which lgs, would
be meat usedul

Py x 10470
WELLINGTON
SINCLAIR WETLANDS

=CTARE FROPERTY WAS
TO DUCKS UNLIMITED N2
INCORPORATED BY HORACE ALEXANDER
SINCLAIR MBE ON 14TH JULY 1934, THESE
SUPERBLY PRESERVED WETLANDS
REPRESENT ONE MAN'S FORES]

DEDICATION TO WETLAND CONSERVA
TION

“WITHOLU'T HABITAT WE HAVE
NOTHING™ HA SINCLAIR. THE SINCLAIR
WETLANDS ARE PROTECTED BY A QFl
NATIONAL TRUST OPEN SPACE COVE
NANT

CHANGES TO THE DI°
DIRECTORS

- E = Frj.l"-hl'\
EMBERSHIP COMPETITIO
o - s firer -

and second prize we
RD., Wahara, Beth th
members signed up 10 new members each and
the prizes had to be decided by the flip of a con
e AGM

hanks to evervone who made the effort 1
vince a {mend to jun. However, now that
the competition is chosed it is not the end of our
membership drive. We are sure that all of you
have a friend, or friends, who are interested in
wetlands and waterfow] and they should be
encouraged 1o juin. Why not sponsor their first
subscription as an XMAS present? With more
members we can do even more for our water-
freal-and thear hatit
wirtly we hupe to introduce “spt” prizes for
ibers who perform outstandingly well in
CTUIting new members

Life Membership The following members
have mecently taken out DU Life membership
— Biss Meads of Turang, Herb Moulding of
Winnipegr. Canada, Kerry Butler (who recently
wrote the book “Duck Shoter — Sportsmen &
Conservationists’, Les Cleveland of Turang and
A Nicholson of Wellington.

e

Lid. the

revently

Fox, Cu 8
0. Box 22, Ohon

(8129 739]
DONORS TO AGHM.

Norfolk Garden, Fealding S & J Bronger. Mrs
D& C Mom=n. H& D
dustre=, E & G Han
I Iv. Hoexhst N Z
J & M Cook. A Terpstra. F
« Chapter. Jack Osadnik
atu Wine
n Nicholson
ng. D& A

3

AT — Felding
wad L & S Campbel v Dhana Isaac
D. U lne. U'SA D, . G v P McLiod

1. Campbell k)
I Reger 1'SA
M Timms. Hank
d & Stream. S, Denkers
ne. [ & D Pirani. 8
¢ L Bourke. Feilding L.
McKinnun. € P. Sigvetsen
D. U. 6TH ANNUAL CLAY TARGET
CHAMPIONSHIPS
= G Clark. Skeet: R Nivon. Single
Nixon L Rise: R. Mikkelsan
N ants Score: B Becroft
= M. Havill. HOA: B Becroft
t: Hamilton — R Hickey, D
LR lson, G Willlams, G Nichol
tosh Team: B. Becruft, G. Brears, M.
(. Clarke, G. Nichol, B. Bell. R
» 1. R Mikkelsan, R, Doran,
al of 705 out of a posssible 730,

EKETAHUNA CHAPTER NEWS
I Chapter will be holding a
t ar the Eketahuna Gun
r n 29 (ctober 1989 starting at
a.m B Y O Lunch

avige Acclimatisation Society team
e held on this day as well as
ik team shoat
FIELD TRIP TO THE PEARCE
WETLANDS
4 field 1 s planned for Sunday 15th October
e to wisit the Pearce Wet
kands and Home Lagoon, For further informa-
tion please contact Tim Harrington, Masterton
phone 05487465 or Alan Wilks, Greytown
phune (55349729
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The Duckshooters

The Duckshaoters Companion — Duckshooter
Gamebirg Huntirg i 0 5Bag 3

The Havaiian Gogen

The Mute Swan

Wildfow Management on intang Vaters
VSH VIDEOS

River in Question — The Manganyi-a-te-ag
APPAREL

DU Hat — Red/Fawn (one sze fits all)

DU Jersey — Red/Green/Blue (state size)
DU T-shirt — White (SM. 08, x0s only)
BADGES

DU Decal

DU Lapei Pin

DU Cioth Shoulder Patch

DU Canada 50th Anniversary Badge

DU Duck Head Badge — Large Gaig

DU Duck Head Badge — Small Gold/White/Green
DU Duck Head Stick Pin

STATIONERY

DU Ballpoint Pens — per box of 10

$2000
$85.00
$1450
$14.50

$11.30

$a.00
$15.80
§2550

§51.00
§2150

$66.50

23
888

Pomne s
EEREEEN

$1120

DU Maxipens — per box of 10 $1120
OL) Maxpens — single $ 150
Janet Marshall Bird Cards — set of four $ 600
Waterfowl Writing Paper and Envelopes — set of 10 $ 900
Waterfowl Note Paper and Envelope — set of six $ 600
mw&mcard—erraming $ 600
GENERAL
Janet Marshall Print 4950
Janet Marshall Print signed and Russell Jackson Print
(signed only) $85.00
Canada Goose Place Mats — set of six $28.60
Canada Goose Coasters — set of six S11E5
Mallard Duck Coasters — set of six $1165
Fenn Traps Mk 6 $2800
DU Duck Head Flag 62cm X 44cm $41.00
DU Cam-o-paint $ 450
DU Ashtray $ 460
DU Bottle Opener 5420
DU Key Ring $ 460
DU Key Ring Nail Clippers $420
DU Letter Opener $420
DU Tea Caddy Spoon ;:‘?‘;
DU
Number Plate Surrounds (Pairs) Red, Blue, Green $33.00
Engraved Crystal Wine Glasses (Set of 6) $75.00
Engraved Crystal Whisky Glasses (Set of §) $75.00
Engraved Crystal Decanter $50.00

| ENCLOSE MY CHEQUE FOR § ......c.coiiniiiiiaasncae IN PAYMENT

PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/BANKCARD
(Delete 10 suit)

POST TO DIANE PRITT, SMITHS ROAD
OHAKUNE (58-016)
BUSINESS HOUSES: TAX INVOICE REQUIRED D (Tick)
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