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ll!t0!1f--------
The Mallard in New Zealand 

/Jy Neil /-/ayes 

Background 
The.: ~l ;1lbrd (Anos platy r/Jync/Jos) w:1s 

firs! in troduced into Nc..:w Ze.1land hy the 
O1:1go Accli111:itis~1tio11 Socicl}' in 1867, when 
the socic..:l y received one fXlir from Aus1r:11i:i. 
From 1869 10 1876 the O 1:1go Society recc.:i­
vc..:d a run her 12 birds, from 1hc UK. The 
progeny fro m thcsc birds did qui tc wdl in 
the ,vile\ :m d thc m:1\b rd appc:1rcd o n 1hc 
O t:1go g:urn.: licence in 1915. !Jut it w as o nly 
w l1cn the Southland Acclim:11isa1io n Society 
~Ol imo the :Ict that m:ilbrd numbers started 
to rc..::11\y inc rease :ind bc1wecn 1910 :ind 
19 18 1hc..: So uthland Society rck asecl l jSO 
mallards in their distr ic t. Mowcvc..:r, it was 
no t umil the 195o·s th:u 1hc mall:ircl popul:1-
1ion began lO sprc:id th roughout the country 
:ind this w:1s bec:1usc sc..:ven :1cclim :1t is:11 io n 
societies hacl become :1c1ivdy involved in 
mallard prop:1~:Hion . 1\g:1in the IL-:1l lt:r w:Ts 
1hc Suu tl11:Jnd Society w ho. between 195~ 
and 1963. rclc:1scd m Tr 10,000 mallards 
in thei r dis1rict - seuing the scc..:ne ror :1 
tlr:1111:1tic increase in mall:1rd numbc..:rs. 

Population explosion 
From the mid I960 's 111:1ll:m.J numbers 

bq~:111 to incre:1se dr:1matic:ill)', so much so 
that by the b te 197o·s the estim:un l number 
or m:ill:1rds in Nc..:w Ze:11:md was 6 millio n ! 
Such w:Is the.: population explosion that 
some.: fa rmers thrcnennl to po ison mallards 
th:H were by lhen d:1111:Iging 1hd r gr:1in 
:ind pc:1 crops. In response to 1his Ducks 

I Jnlimi1cd wrn1e 10 ;i number 1 ,r f)(-..v,rr..11,.;n 
:md journ:tl 'i ahou1 the m:dl:ud. pr,1111111,1, ,,u1 
th:11 with c:i rdul 111;111:•~cmtnt 1hc rn-:.11:lfd 
w ould never be a prohlcm In r-:<..-v.' ;,.,-..,1:m<l 

Massive population reduction 
So, w hat has haprx.-nc..:<l in the l:.i, 1 - n r ~ 

years? Well, it now seem.;; 1h:11 the m::1ll;Hd 
r,or,ul:ltion h:1s been n.:<lucc..:<l 10 :1 very l,rA' 
level. Reports retching OU from Ot.Jgn. 
M;m:1w:11u. Waik:i10 :ind Auck l:111d clorh· 
indicJ1e ;i m:1ssivc decline.: in m:1\lard nurri­
hc..:rs. It :1pIx-:i.rs th:11 :1 comhin:nion o r flc1o r-.. 
have been responsible for this :ind the rru jor 
factors th:.11 h:1vc innuc..:ncc..:d thL'i lh:Chne :;ire. 
I hclicvc..:: 
I . T he drought condit ions in m:iny aras. 

:u the time.,; o r the v~,r crit ic:1\ ror hr0<xJ 
surv iv:11. · 

2 . Continued h:ihil:ll c..k structio n hy 
humans. Each Vl-:tr more.: wetl:md hec­
tares go dow n ·,he.: dr:1in. 

.;. Pond reeding, 1n :i1trac1 b irds w be ~hot. 
This w:.is highly i llegal unt il the.: L-:trl y 
1980's. 

/4 . l ncre:LSc..:<l d:iily b:1g limiL;; - fro m 10 or 
15 to 25 b irds per d:1y, in some.: :.irt LS. 

5. Long shaming sl.o.:1So ns. The SC""J.SOn 
lcn).!.th d r:11na1ic:illy incrc..:ased rrom 
:1round 5 w eeks to ,; momhs. 

6. The.: use.: o r 5 shot semi-:1uto sho1guns in 
sc..:vcr:1\ :irc:1.s. 

7 . No limit on decoy numbc..:rs. 
8 . Belter c..:duc:11ed :ind be11er c..:qu ippcd 

hunters, ,vho now U!>C c:unouflagc..: clath · 
ing, ducks calls. open bored sho tguns 
:md ROOd dccoy l:iyouts. 

-----II-, I' I I litl@II------
0 

n a recc..:m v isit to the.: Sincl:1i r Wei · 
b nd-.; wi1h Neil I !ayes, we wc..:re ror­
iunatc..: 10 be able 10 w:ilk ou1 IO 

··t oncly lsl:111d" on 1hc..: nc..:w ,valkway 
rc..:cc..:mly con~1ruc1e<l by Lyall Nash. 

This me:Ins th;II any persons w ishing to 
get a Ixmoramic overv ic..:w o r 1hc wcLl:1nd 
c m do so witho u1 a lengthy boat tour. ·10 
s1and on to p o r this island and witness the 
1remendous w:1tcrrowl habitat stretchc..:<l out 
in every direction really makes on apprcci­
:lte jus1 how Harrie.: must have fell the d:1y 
he sc..:cured this area to retain it in its prescm 
state. Any person can now st,1nd and view 
watc..:rrow l movements, :md ev:1lu:1te the 
tremendous ro rcsight I lorrk had w hen he.: 
secured the wetland. 

W ithin some mo nths the Sinclair Wct­
lan<.is Educ uional Centre sho uld Sl:.:m gener­
at ing more income a., Mo rrie welcomes 
wetland enthusiasts from throughouL the 
world. 

The.: Loc:11 Ch:1p tl'r inlL."lllJ lO rc..:nl.:1.: lhl" fir.--t 
d isplay po nd :1rca in 1he nl.·:tr ru1ure :mJ 
once.: this wo rk is com pk:te we sho uld be 
ab le to incorpor-Jtc :111 imereMing displl.y or 
w :1terruw1 r<..-Jdily accessible to 1our p:inies, 
:111d the genc..:r-Jl public . 

We thank our over~e.L'i D.U. fric..:nU.;; for 
the fin:m cc..: tu , o minue th is dc..:n:lopmcni; 
their contribution h:L,; gi\'cn D.U.(N.Z.) .:m 
c..:normollS oppo rtunity 10 expand 1hc 1oun.--t 
arc..:as o r these wctl:mds. 

At a spec ial mli..:ting hdd tu llix-11.'-' Dr 
GrJnt Dumbcll 's paper o n the future of 
D.U.(N.Z.), a f)Olicy commiuee ""1.' fo rmed 
to sel out b:isic directio ns for 1hc nl·xt 
dl-c:ide which shouh.J l ·n..-;url.· co111inu11v 1n 
the.: righ t d irection. · ■ 

Jim Cmnpbe!I 
PRES/DENI' 

This page sponsOled by SUNLEY CHEMIST 

') A dr:.i.,;1ic rC(Juc11<Jfl in Lhe K1Jll1 & pc:.i 
c r<1p h:.rve,1 - from viriu :.d '-<.:Ir ,ullic-
1cflt. y 111 w;,,1n cm1')\ In the c-• .ul)· J')))()s 10 
the , ,:.~ where over 200,IX)() tunne~ o f 
;,;:.i tn :;ire ntJw bein~ 1mportn l per )'C"Jr! 

Present population kvel 
Tr1 :i9'iC j '<JU y,mc idc.-J of how the m:.Ut1rd 

P'JfX-Jb':11',o h:.L'i Vlrunk. DU rncrnlx:r, I lorric 
",1ncb.1r :m<l Gcori?C W:.l5Qn c urled u ut .r 
((I\Jnt ,,r "N.illcrfry.1.,•I Ill 1hc b ko W:.iihub/. 
'l"-;.nrhrl ·.1.,•ctfa.nds, :.ind in the :.idja.ccnt Sin • 
cll.ir ,::re1bnd1, in b tc Janwry. In the whole 
12 .(IJf) hc~re1 of wctb.nili lhcy cuumcd 
1u~ r1·.cr 2':IJ rrr.Lll:u d-; - in :;i_n ;irc:1 which 
tu., wpportcd up IO H)f).()fXJ null-:m.h m 
J:.inu:uy (Sec phr.Jto on the b;ick o f Lhis 
1\SUCJ I ·• wld ,n bet he bold enough t0 "'Y 
the J)CC'Cnl rmll:ud p<JPUbtion is under unc 
milhon: far rcmn ... cd from the six milllun nr 
the b tc -,J\ 
Accurate population figures 
are needed 

Another pom1 ..,., hlCh rc Uy comes out or 
the fccd-b>ck rccc:wcd by DU is that we 
don ·1 tu•,•c 2.n xcur.uc figure ror the siz.c or 
our rm.lbrd p:,pub.tx:,n In o rder to obu in 
:rn :iccuntc figure .-.·h::u ?.'c should be domg 
is c:subl.i.shmg l simib.r system IO the one 
u:,cd in Lhc L'K, w here rwicc C:l.Ch yar the 
birds 2re courucd on every piece of 9.•ter 
111 the CK. The onJy popu.btion ccnsu." 
s ys tem used for rmlb.rds in :--iz is :.i d.QJ)' 
return from duck shooc.cn. 'l'hilt: this 
sys1an produces some 1.mcrcsting rrurcrul. 
mo re dcutlcd in.fo m:ution is needed if the 
m:ill:ud tS to be succosfully rmrugccl on J 

nJuon:iI b:isis. 10 the s:itJSfac t io n or 
everyone. I bcllC"\'c th:.i1 grater 
consider.m oo need.:, to be g.i,•cn to the 
rururc of the m:ill:lfd m ~ e'9.· Zc:lbnd, :rnd 
th::1:1 \ cry Cllcful ITUn:Jgcmcnt techniqucs 
m w.1 be .lpplicd 10 ensure the comim.uncc 
u f J hCJllhy rmlbrd popul:nion. 

I hope these bncf notes sho w tlut \ 'd )' 

orcful numgcrncn1 o f the nulbrd is viul 
:.ind t.h:l1 notes provide some food ror 
thought. .\f tcr 1ll. the NZ W"Jtcrfow l 5ecnc 
"' ou.ld be vc:rv d irml \"\'ithout the ml.11:.i:r d . 

{Commt..-nts.on Neil's thoughts w o uld bt: 
welcome. Editor.) ■ 
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1989 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Tht: 1989 Annua.l Cunfrrence \viii be held 

at Tl IC To kaanu o n Sa1u rd.a y & Sunday 8th 
& 9th July and a Registratio n form is.publis~1-
n J in this is.sue u f 'Fligh1 ' . As mcnuoncd m 
th t' las t ' fl ight° 1he Annual Din~cr \~•ill ~c 
limi tc:d m l00, so gc1 your rcg;s1ra11on in 

prom o. Di::mc Pritt , Smiths ~{oad , O ~ak~nc 
{Phone lXJSB - 58016) is again co-ordm::iung 
rcgi~tr.11io n . Tht:rc w ill , o f courst: , be no 
n.:s tric tion o f members wishing 10 aucnd I.he 
:JUction and the Annual Meeting, bUl a fc_c 
o f S 10 will bt: charged to hdp cover OU s 
costs. 

D.U. National Clay Target 
Championships. 

Tht:s t.: w ill again he held :It lhc Taupo 
Gundub o n Frid1y :md Saturctiy the 7th and 
8th of Jul y. Full details in the June FLIGHT. 

CHANGE TO THE DU BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

Due to moving from O1:1ki lO Auckbnd . 
plus new business co mmittmcnL'-, Derck 
Morrison has h:1d 10 resign from the OU 
Uoard. Derck was :Ilsa the Ch:tptcr Li1ison 
Ofncer and he did Stirling work in cr.tnking­
up 1hc Ch:.1p1cr scene. To rcpl::Jce Derck, 
Dave Johnston o f lkporoa. was invited to 
joi n 1he l30:1rd and he h :LS accepted. D:1vc 
is a dairy farmer and as you will han:.· re-Jd 
in recent issues o f 'Flight' , it is on his pro­
perty th:n 1hc Broadlands \X1ildfo wl Trust 
have crc.·:ucd what must surely bt.- one of I.he 
bcs1 man-made art.-as of w:uerfo \\·I habit3t 
ever cs1ablished in New Zc::.11 :md. The area 
compris<.'s some 25 hectares of shallow 
water and each area o f water can be c.isily 
managed , as each has ilS own comrol struc-
1ure. Visiting the area is a must, and apart 
from l3\ue duck , all mhcr species o f water­
fowl present in New Zeala.nd can be seen . 
A comprehensive prcd;nor control pro­
gramme, fo r feral cats :ind mustelids. ha.s 
been in opcr:Hion for over rwo years. The 
success of th is programme can readily be 
seen as 1hc waterfowl are 1hri,·ing. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The wide suppo rt fo r what DU is trying 

10 achieve can be very clearly seen from I.he 
ever growing list o f Life Members and from 

the facr that a funhcr six peopl~ han.: 
recc:nt lv 1::i.ken out Lift: Membership. 1\trs 
Gin;1 c :impbd l, wife o f the Chai rman ?f ti~<.' 
OU (USA) Board of Dirccwrs, Eu:m 81d\~·1II 
o f T:1upo, Andre Terpstra of Murup:tr.1 : Tim . 
l3en and Sam Pt.':1rcc o f Boggy Creek 111 the 
W;iir~Ir:ipa , h;1ve 3.11 become Life Mt:m_bers. 
OU Oirt:cmrs sinct:rt:h· th:mk 1hcse people 
for their fine comribuiion 10 DU's aims :tnd 
objcct in .-s. 

Th:mks to Gr.int Dumbe ll the DU 
ml'mlx:rship rL"COrl l-i h:l\'l· been r<.' -org:mised 
;111d :1 new computer progr:1111 has be~n 
est:1blishecl IO help k<.'ep mcmbers.l~•P 
records :1ccur.uely :111<l more in line w uh 
o u ·s mockrn membership requirements. In 
the p:1s1, D U h:1s o per.11cd :t system _fo r 
membc.:rship records that w:is perh:1ps :i little 
w o nexiblc :ind with e\'er incrL·:1sing costs 
o f printing :ind postage the need to ' tighten­
up' in Lh is are:1 had become _:1pp:1re111 . And 
lei 's face it mone,· :,;;1vcd in some :ire:1s 
means 1h:it more is·a\' :1il:tblc for our w ater­
fo w l p rOjl'C[S. 

I n simple terms wh:11 this re -s1ruc1urinp. 
o f records me:i.ns is th:H un-fin:mcial mem­
lx:rs will no longer be members if they ltl\·e 
failed 10 pay their subscription :tftL·r two 
reminders. 

Reccntl\' Grant c irn11:t1ccl un-financi :il 
mt.'rnbers in an effort 10 l'ncour.1gc them to 
·cough-up' (\'X,-c :tll kno w ho w c:isy it is IO 
on::rlook such matters!). w·c :m .: pl t:'.ised to 
report that Lhc Grant h:15 h:1d consider.iblc 
success :i.nd I.he membership figures are now 
looking far more encouraging. But we rl':lll y 
need your suppo rt to help boost member­
ship. CurrentJy plans :trc in h::md 10 try to 
boost membership from 1he present 1. 100 
to o,·er 5,000 during the next fin: years. 
\'X' ith vo11r help we can achic\'e this ,-cry 
L.lSilv: 

\Vhen Lhis year"s membership rcn<.'w:tls 
are sent out in late M::irch ,·au will find J 

Membership Drive booklc1 enclosed. 
8:isica.J lv wha1 ,·ou ha\'C 10 do is recruit 1cn 
new mCmbcrs be1ween April 1989 and Lhe 
end o f June 1989 to be eligible fo r your 
n::ime 10 go imo a spcciJI dr.tw - Lhc prizes 
o f wh ich will be: 

1. A week-end fo r two at either a Tokaanu 
hmel or a majo r Wcll ingwn hotel. 

2. S200 wonh of goods for Andy Tannock 's 

Hunting & Fishing Centre. Pa.lmcrs1on 
No rth . 

3_ s 100 ,vo rt h of goods for Andy Tannock's 
I luming ._°'\ Fishing Ccm re, Palmerston 
Nonh . 
This is a gre:u ch:1llengc 10 :Ill members 

:ind c,·en if you ha,·e to ·sponso r· a few 
members 10 rc:1cl1 1he figure o f 1en it w ill 
he w ell worth ,vhilc fo r SL1 ch attr:1ctivc 
pri Zt.'S. Prizes which h:1ve very generously 
been don;ited . r-.tcmbers w ho :ire al rcadv 
i1n:1nci:1 I for 1989-90 will, o f course, alsO 
recei v<.' :1 membership drive bookle1. 
i\tcmbersh ip r:ues fo r 1989-90 w ill be held 
:11 1hc present lc\'d, but in the nc:tr future 
new c:1tcgo r ies for Sponsor membership 
will he introduced. O ur full membership 
r:He rcm:1ins wt:11 hclo w 1h:1t of o ther con­
scrv:11ion groups. 

DU RECEIVES OUTSTANDING 
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP 

In the las! ' Flight ' we out lined pl:tns to 
emplo y Dr Grant DumlX' II o n :1 con1r;1ct 
h:1sis :Is Exccuti\'e Di recto r. T hanks 10 a 
majo r contribution from the Dcp:inmcnt o f 
Conservation. c:1rly b st ye:1r, OU had in fact 
been able to employ Gr;tnt fo r m ost o f l:1s1 
\T:tr ;ind during that time he producccl the 
hrs.1 ;iccur.Hc figur~ fo r brown teal in Norll1-
l:ind , o rganised the programme fo r the 
\"isi1o rs from OU Canada & DU USA, and 
wro1c an exccllcm im·cs1ig:11i ve 30 page 
papn on the s1:1tc of DU (NZ) :tfter the fi rst 
15 \'Cars - from which a brge number o f 
n.:cOmmend:nions :ire at prcsern being 
implemented by Directo rs. 

To help employ G r:1111 during 1989, the 
13ro:1dlands \Vildfow l Trust has maclc an 
out.Standing financial contribution 10 OU -
S 15,000. An abso lutely magnificent gestu re 
which all DU members wi ll appl::Jud. During 
1989 Grant wi ll c 1rry o ut further stud ies o f 
the No rrh l:md brown 1e:1 I popul:Hion , seek 
corporate sponsorship, ca rry out D U 
prommional work, ha ve a major input irno 
DU pl:inning ;111d po licy, crank-up the 
ch:1pter scene, etc. Rcccmly G rant played 
a major ro le in o rgan ising DU's excellent 
displa y at the Auckl :tnd Accl im;uisation 
Socie1v·s Game F.1ir. 

Fo r ·some t ime no w DU Directors h:ive 
feh 1hat wh ile DU h:ts made significant 

DON'TMIBSYOURCOPYOF 

ROD&RIFLE 
MAGAZINE 
NZ's Premier Sporting Publication. 
• UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING • SEAFISHING 
• BIG GAME HUNTING • TROUT ANGLING 
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progress in 1he las t 15 years the nenl fo r full 
time staff hJ.S become incrcL<;ingl y ;.ipp:irent . 
Ha,·ing worked closely wi th Grant Dumhcll 
for :around fi ve )'C"'J rs DU Di recmrs bclievt: 
there is no bcl[cr person in NZ 10 help DU 
make rapid progrt.'SS in it s \' il:1 I wa 1cr fowl 
and wetlands work . 

DON'T FORGET TO ORDER 
YOUR DU WINE 

Bv no w all members w ill h:1vc received 
;111 ·in vit:1tion to purchase a suppl y of 
speciall y labelled Ducks Unlimited (NZ) 
w ine. DU Oi rec1o r Diane Pril[ is man:1ger o f 
\\;t:1imarino \'X1ines of Ohakunc, and D iane 
has arr.tngcd w ith Nobilo \'Vines 10 produce 
:1 special Ducks Unlimited wine edi1ion. This 
is a unique opportunit y fo r DU members to 
in\'est in some qu:1/ity w ines - delivered 
to your doorstep - and at th e same time 
suppo rt ou·s work w ith waterfowl ;111d 
\\Tt l:m ds. If you haven 't yet done so please 
send Diane your o rder as soon as possible . 

THE WILDFOWL TRUST 
CHANGES ITS NAME 

In Febru:try the W ildfowl Trust in the UK 
c ll:ingcd its name to Tl-IE W ILDFOWL & 
\X' ETLANDS TRUST, thus bringing the 
Trust 's name m ore into li ne with its modern 
activi1 ics. This news arrived only a few days 
after OU Dircct0rs h:1d decided that our 
slogan " FO R WATEHFO\XIL & WETLANDS" 
should be used :u every opportunit y; :1s the 
slogan. in :1ssocia1ion w ith the Ducks 
Unlimited t itle, ver y cle:1rly s1:1tcs wh:n OU 
is all :1bou1. 

FENN TRAPS 
A few tr.ips arc still in s1ock at S20 each 

- including GST, postage and instructions. 
A number o f members have repo rted grc:11 
success wi th their efforts co crack -down on 
s1oa1s and ferrets. 

UPDATE ON APPLICATIONS 
FOR NATIONAL WATER 

CONSERVATION ORDERS 
Since the Water :md Soil Amendmem Act 

o f 198 1 came into effect, there have been 

11 applic:uions fo r N:11iona l W:uer 
Conservation O rders. 

Eight o f tht: aprlk ,uions were ini1i:illy 
made lhrough 1he Nation:11 W:nt: r ;ind Soil 
Conserv:11ion Au1hurit y, w hn:,,c functio ns 
were taken o ver h y the ,\1in i, Iry fo r 1he 
En vironmen t e:1rl ic r 1hb year. 

, •• 

Conservation o rders fo r the Motu and 
H~1kai:1 ri vers were confirmed through 
O rders in Council in 1985 :mt.I 1988 
rc..,pect ivcl y . 

O rders fo r Lake \X1air:1r;1pa :md 1hc 
Mang:111uiote:10 River have rect:nt ly bec:n 
confirmt:d. 

For friendly helpful service 
with all your banking needs. 

Westpac are proud to be Banker.:; 
to Ducks Unlimited. 

,11es t pac 
We're here to help you. 

A registered prospectus may be obtained from 
any branch of Westpac Banking Corporation 
in New Zealand. 

RE LOADERS 
SUPPLIES LTD 

No. 1 IN N.Z. FOR ALL 
YOUR SPORTING SUPPLIES 

WAITE TO PO BOX tJ -010 ONEHU.NGA OR TEL (09) 665-407 FOR FREE PRICE LIST 
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Four d r;1f1 o rders - fur till' ,\ huriri, 

~l:Jtaura, and Rangitikt:i rin:rs :ind t:ikt.: 
Ellesmnc - h:1n: been appc:1/cd l0 the 
Planning TribunaJ. In 1hcsc inst:1ncl.'s, thc 
Ministr.· for 1hc Environment proposes to 
convr,ir inrorm:J/ mct.:tings, to sec if ;my of 
1he bsucs c;in bc n.:sol\'cd bv discussio n 
with t.ho~c who h;1vc lodged ·appc·:.1ls. 

Once possibi li1ics h.ivc been c:mv;1sscd. 
the Minislq' will inform the Pl:mning 
Tribunal o f 1hc outcome :md :1dvisc it 10 
proceed wi1h inquiries where ncn:ss:.1ry. 

AppLic nions for the Grey :ind Dulkr rivers 
were publicly notilicd on 27 Augus1 with 
submissions closing o n 24 Scp1<:mbcr. The 
closing <.bte w:1.c; however extended bcciuS<.· 
o f the floods o f 12- 1) September. 

The :1pplic:n io ns for the Grey :ind Bulin 
havl' :Htr:icted widt:Spr(.":1d public commern. 
largd)' generated by misunderstanding o f 
wh:11 ;1 water conservatio n order c:m do . 

O ver 200 submissions :md o hjt'clions 
h:1vc lx "Cn received on 1he Grey Jpp lic:ition. 
The tribunal handling [he ::applic:ition t1H:[ 

on ,; I Octoher IO ckcidl· ho w 1hey woulc.1 
conduc1 1he he:1ring, and wh:ll issue., 
needed fu rther cl:irific:11ion. :ind lhcy h:I\T 
also w rittL·n 10 :i ll part ies w the :1pplic Hion. 
:tdvising them o f the decisions 1:1ken to cbtl'. 

As fo llo w-up, ::a public he:1ring on 1he 
Gn.:y applic:11ion w:1s held in Greymou1h on 
5-9 December. A fin:1I decision o n the 
:1pplic:11in n is l'Xf)l'Cled hy 1\l:m:h 1989. 

In 1he c:L,e o f the Buller :1pplic:11ion. :1bo uI 
120 object ions :tnd ~uhmis:,,iu ns h:Ive been 
rccci\Td. A public hc:tring on the 
:1pplic:1lion will he hdd in \Vcstpon in the 
week o f 10 r+-l:1rch 1989. :u1d :1 fin:1I decision 
is ex1x·ctL'd hy June 1989. 

An :1pplic:11 ion for 1he Mo h:1k:i HiH-r in 
no rthern I l :iwke's 13:ir is s[ i11 unlkr 
considlTJlion. and :1 1ri!Ju11:1l is \Tt to he 
:1ppo ininJ. · 

!lrC'11I Cotrit' 
Ministry for 1he E1wironmcnt 

DUCKS UNLIMITED (N.Z.) INC 
P.O. BOX 44-176, LOWER HUTT 

1989 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
THC WAIRAKEI 

Saturday & Sunday 
July 8th & 9th, 1989 

Plus the NATIONAL CLAY BIRD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
JULY 7th, 1989 

At the TAUPO GUN CLUB 

A $50 registration fee is required and must be included w ith this form. 

I/WE WILL BE ATTENDING THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

I/WE WILL REQUIRE ACCOMMODATION FOR . .. .. ........ NIGHTS ON .....•...... . 

NAME/S 

ADDRESS 

NUMBER ATTENDING . ...........•• . ..•. • • ...•.. 

NUMBER OF ROOMS REQUIRED . ..•..••..•..•. . •. 

Or charge to my 
VISA/BANKCARD/DINERS/AMEX 

(Delete to suit) 

(DATES) 

CARD No . .. .. . . . .. ...... . ..... EXPIRY DATE . . ... ..•. .... . ... · · . · 

SIGNATURE . . ..... ... . . .... . . . .. ... . . . . . ... . . .. . .. .. . ·. · · . · ·· · · · · 

i; l=I Hsi-IT 

REGISTRATION FEE OF $50 IS ENCLOSED 
POST TO: 

DIANE PRITT, SMITHS ROAD, 
OHAKUNE 

(PHONE: 
0658-58016) 

ILLEGAL WATERFOWL 
TRADING 

Ni: w Zeal:1nd is :1hou1 10 bccorm.: :1 
signato ry to CITES, 1he Convemion or 
ln1ern:11 io n:1I T r:1de in Enc.l:rngcrnl Species 
of \\/i ld Faun:I :ind Flor.1. Th is com-cnt io n 
is en fo rced hv Cusw rns. M.A.F. :ind D.O.C. 
:ind the~t.· :1g~nCil '.'i c:in, :md do. conduct 
i1wcs1ig:1tion~ into possible vio l:11iuns o f 
CITES. As :1 rc..:;ul1 of Ihcse investig:Hio ns we 
now know 1h:11 sornebod r is o ffi:rin~ 
w:llcrfowl breeders in New Zt.·:1l:111d 1he 
dl:mce IO 1r.1de in r:Irt· Spl·cies, and to do 
th is hl' i~ posing :Is :1 member o f Ducks 
Unlimi1ed. This 1x-r~on is nu t :1 membt:r, 
neither i:- he working o n o ur hdt1lf. Ir :m y 
member h:1., been :1ppro:1ched, or is 
:1ppro:1Ched in the ru1ure. we would l ike 10 
know :1s qu.ickl y :Is po!-isihk. M> the 
infnrm:ninn crn he h:111ded o n. Anv 
inforni:ttion should be conveyed 10 Neil 
II:1\·c, or Grant Durnhdl whost.· co111:Ic1 
;1dl l rc~se~ arc in the front C0\'er or " Flight ... 

D.U. CANADA VISITOR 

P:1m John~1o n. D.U. C:111:1cla biologis1 
working in the Yukon Territory h:1s spc111 
2 mon1hs cycling throughout New Ze:1I:md 
with two other C:111:1cli:1ns. She :irrivcU in 
New Ze:11:lnd mid J:inu:1ry :ind Sl:l)'t·cl un til 
mid i\brch. 

\'\'hilc \·isi1ing the N:uion:il \X' ildlirc Centre 
.\tt Bruce c:1rly Fcbru;1ry, she m:.icle herself 
knmvn 10 Glenys H:1nsc..:n wlmsc :1ddrcss she 
h:id ob t:iined from D.U.11.Q . W innipc.:g. 
Glen vs :m d Ted Hansl'n hosted Pam and her 
friends for two nights :ind Ted g:1ve them 
a Tour o f Wetlan ds in the \Vair:u :ipa, visting 
Jim Campbell's propert )' , Bill Clinion­
Baker·s ,va1erfow l collec tion, the Pea.rec 
Wc1l:1nds and Home L:igoon. Pam and her 
fric.:nds continued on 10 rhc Sou1h Island a.ncl 
would be visi[ ing 1l1c Sinclair Wctbnds b (e 
in Fcbruarv. 

Pam's p0sition JS a bio logist wi1l1 D.U. 
C:mada involvcs monitoring w:ucrfowl 
popub1ions, and habitat :Issessmcnts 10 
csLablish waterfowl use of the.: wctl:ind,; e.g . 
st:tging, moulting, breeding - th is is for 
in formation which c m be used to nrotect 
the :,,l:.itus quo of 1hc wel1;1nds. 

We hopc P:11n cnjoycd her s1:1y in New 
Zc1bnd . 

SPONSORSHIP OF PAGES IN 
"FLIGHT" 

To genera1c more advertising income for 
"Fligh1" it has been de{·idcd 10 seek 
commercial sponsorship for certain p-Jges in 
~ •ch issue of ' 'Flight'' . P;Igc sponsorship will 
be avJil:iblc :11 the r:itc o f S25 per p:Ige :.ind 
1hc sponsored page w ill carry 1he name o r 
the sponsoring comp,iny, e.g. THIS PAGE 
IS SPONSORED UY A.N.OTHER I.TD OF 
WAINUIOMATA. Ir Jny member is interc;1ed 
in sponsoring a page, or knows o f any 
comp:rny which m l)' be inieresccd, please 
w rite [ O the DU secretary. 

■ 

OPERATION PATEKE 
A further release o f brown teal in 

Nor1hl:1nd took place in mid•JJnuary w hen 
70 birds were rclc:,scd 01110 the 8 hec1:1rc 
l:lke on the Purcru:i Peninsula, north o f 
Kerikeri . Diane Pritt , Neil H:1ycs :ind Gr:1111 
Durnhd l, :1bly assisted by f:irm 111:in;Iger 
D:1l las Greenw:1y :md his daughter S:1rah, 
c:1rricd out the re1L-:.1se - on a very we, :ind 
w indy Nonhl:mcl d :1y. The tc:1111 were 
fonun:11c 10 h:1\·e ;1 phmogr:1pher :1long from 
the Northern Advocate :incl :111 exccllcni 
article :ind ph0logr:1ph nude lhc p:1per's 
fron t p;1gc lhe nt·x t d:1y. 

Thl' 70 b irds h:icl been assem bled from 
as f:.ir :1part :1s lnvercargill - 15 from Ron 
1\ l unro - and Darg:ivillc - 19 fro m Ch:irlic 
Money. T wo l:1rgc s:u.:ks o f barley were 
c:1rried to lhl' I:tkc and Dallas Grccmv:1v and 
his f:imil r arc t:nsuring 1h:1t the 1ranSi tion 
from c:1ptivc 10 wild is not too 1r:1um:11 ic for 
the birds. 

The Purcru:i L:ike wa, cons1ruc1l'<l by 1ht 
!'il:Hion owner in 1986 :m<.J is now look ing 
quill' 111:1gnific:cnt. Dalla." has :ilso bccn 
ciryin),:! ou1 cxlcnsivc h:ibi1at cnh:mccment 
:11 the he:1d of 1hc b ke - as c:111 be seen 
from 1he pho tograph. The over flow from 
1hc /:1kc flows into the huge mangrove 
sw:1mp :md the whole :1rea looks ide:1I for 
brown 1e:II :ind the recovery progr:Immc. 
,\ no1hcr S. or so. sim ib r :1re:Is in Northland 
w ould mos1 ce r1:1inly cnsure !he very lo ng 
term ~urvival or 1hc specks. 

DATE 

4.8.8·1 
4.8.84 
9.<l.85 

22.6.85 
NOV 85 
26.7.86 

AUG 86 
26 .9.87 
8. 10.87 

28. 10.87 
30.7.88 
30.7.88 

15. 10.88 
29. 10.88 

18. 1.89 

W HERE 

MATAPOUl{ f 
M IMIW HANGATA 
MATAPOURI 
TA KOU 13AY 
MOTUROA ISLAND 
1\IIMIW HANGATA 
KEAO ROOST 
M IMIWl·IANGATA 
MIMIW HANGATA 
TIHIT IRI MATANGI ISL 
M IMIW HANGATA 
URUPUKAPUKA ISLAND 
M IMIWHANGATA 
M IMIW HANGATA 
PURERUA, KERIKERI 

TOTAL 

No brown tt-:il will he rclt.":L .. ec.l :u 1hc 
Mimiwh:1ng:u:1 Farm Park 1his yL-;ir :LS we ;ire 
:1iming 10 determine whe1hcr we 11lvc in 
f:ict established a self supporting popubtion. 
Another rclc:Lsc :11 Purcru:i w ill 1:1ke pb ce 
btcr in the ve:1r . 

To <l:11c tile full complement o f rdctses 
in Northl:md is as follows: 

NUMllER SEX RATIO ~, F 
54 29 25 
42 22 20 
.lO 15 15 
:,5 28 17 
6 3 3 
90 37 •i5 
21 (not known) 
45 51 14 
II (no, known) 
6 3 3 
59 17 22 
6 2 4 
23 9 14 
24 II l.l 
70 36 34 
S 12 

-- - -- i ~ _----------=- ', ..,. ~-
..__-~ ---=---.::. 

,-\ n: •. .-.: roJr l1/ C'T(]Jl71 teal. 

A LIMITED EDITION OF 250 OF WHICH 50 ARE SIGNED BY THE ARTIST 

ART PRINT ASUPERBARTPRINTINCOLOUROFAPAIROF j 
MALLARDS FROM THE ORIGINAL BY JANET MARSHALL 
SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE ARTIST --- $85,00 

\ NUMBERED ONLY --- $49.00 

!Please send me a print{s) as indicated below - - - - - - -
I SIGNED & NUMBERED $85.00 NUMBERED COPY $49.50 
I I enclose my checiue for $ All prices include P&P 
I or charge □ Banki.:;irrJ Cl Visa {Tick one) 

1 Card No. LI .....1........1........1........l........l...-"- .._..,__,__,__,__,_~~~­

I Expiry Date 
Signature 

Send lo Glenys Hansen. R.D.3. Ekelahuna+I Name I 
Orders acceotea on plain paper or photocopy Add 

~ th_is_ ad_v_e_ni_se_m_e_n_t _ ___________ ~- ~ ~ - ---- - - ---- - - ----- - -- ~ 
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NEW SALES ITEM 

cam-o-Paill 
Now available from DU Sales 

- Pack contains brown/green 

- 100ml of paint per pack 

- Easy to apply 

- Easy to remove with water 

- Handipak for convenience 

$10 incl G.S.T. 
& p.p. 

See D.U. Sales for ordering details. 
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OPERATION WETI..ANDS 
Sinclair Wetlands - Jewel in 
the crown of Ducks Unlimited 
(NZ). 

Considcrabk progress h:1s bccn m:1dt.: :11 
1hc Sinclair Wctl:l.nds over rcccn1 mo nths 
:md 1hc whok compkx is ~lt--:tclil y heading 
to w;1rdo; the s1:igc where we will bc :1bk 10 
cncour:1gc visitors. In spitt.· or no 
:1dvcr1.ising, during thc p:1st yc;ir, n~-:1rly 
; ,ooo peo ple have v isi ted th~ E_~luc:1~1o n_a~ 
Centre. Needless to s:iy I lo rnc S111cl:11r lus 
been r:1thcr busy! . 

In t~J rly J:inu:iry Jim c.:~mp~d.l :md Ncil 
ll:1\'CS journeyed 10 the S1nc l:m \X1ctl:tn_ds 
10 ·p l:111 thc cons1ruci io n o f th<.: c:1p11_vc 
\YJlcrfowl cndosun.·. A couple o f d:1ys prio r 
10 1.hci r :uriv:11 Ly:1\1 N:ish h:1d been givt.:n 
1hc F?O•:thc:id to finish the w:1\kw:ty 10 
Lonely tsl:1nd :ind by the 1imc Jim an~ Ndl 
:irrivcd ii h:id been comple1cd - sub)L"Cl IO 

discing :md levelling. The d:1y :1ru..-r the 
walk,{·:ty had been cn::1ted , Jim :md ~e.il 
were :1hlc to walk 10 Lo nely lsllncl. 1111s 

Part of the walkway w Lnnely Island. Th: 
massive GOODIES LAGOON can be""' 
on tbe fa r side of Lonely Island. 

The captive waterfowl enclosure taking sbape. 

This page sponsored by WA/MARINO WINES 

t:1kes :1h0lll 25 minutes and is wel l wonh 
while, :1s the views from l.o ndy lsl:1nd :ire 
superb - in one direction the v:Is1 expanse 
o r Goodies L:1goon c:111 b1.: seen. :ind 111 the 
01ha din:ction good views or Ham lsl:in<l 
c:in h1.: h:1d. plus good ,·iews or the v:1s1 
exp:1nst..· o f we11:ln<ls. 

A large · 1,· sh:1ped hide will be erected o n 
Lonely Island. . 

Ly:ill N:1sh 1l1en commenced the crc:1t1on 
o f the fi rst o f tlK' c:iptive waterfowl ponds. 
This w:L'i dug in :1 n:uur:il hollow very close 
10 1he Educai ion:11 Cemre - :1s c:in be 
clc:1rly seen from 1lll' pho to. 

A 1c:im o f local members :ue now busy 
fencing the capitvc waterfowl pond :ind in 
llu..: 110 1 100 dist:1111 future tile first o f m:my 
birds wi ll be pl:lcn l in th1.: enclosure. 

Ly:111 then commenet:d ,vork o n a w hole 
series o f ponds v,hich w ill he used to ho ld 
p:1n of 1he c:1p 1ivc colh.:c1ion o f hirds. This 
:m:a is set -o ff in :1rounc.l .1 I1ect:In:s :ind Ihc 
whole :Ire:1 will he k need - to k l'L'p bi rds 
in :rnd pr1.:daw r~ out . ■ 

OPERATION WHIO 
Four w ildlife p:1rks - Oloroh:m ga, 

Willowbank, Hanmer Sp r ings and J-lilldalt 
- have recently indic:ucd a keen desire to 
bccomc involved in 1he Blue duck recovery 
program me and DU expccLS such parks to 
play a major role in the cap1ivc breeding of 
Blue ducks. Al Otarohanga a fund raising 
campaign has been bunched to raise funds 
for a new Uluc duck enclosure. An 
impn.-ssivc model of 1hc enclosure has been 
construc1cd and we arc sure sufficient funds 
will be rapidly raised. 

We have already seen what the Wildfowl 
Trus1 in t.he UK can do in park like 
surroundings and the Otoroh:mga aviary 
will be on a similar pattern tO the o ne at 
Arundel in Sussex. ■ 

OPERATION ROYAL SWAN 
Lady Isaac repons a good year Jt Peacock 

Springs, with 17 cygcms reared. The annual 
catch -up at Peacock Springs is expected to 
be in mid-April, but with around 30 
members awaiting pairs we still have a lo ng 
way to go towards satisfying the demand. 

■ 
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TJ1e Mr1rk 4 Fenn Trap. f/orrie Sinclair 
bas caugbl large ,wmbcr of Jerrels and 
stoats ;,, set-ups such as Ibis - a Femi 
trap on eilber sid e of n pile of rolten 
eggs. 

A bar across tbe emra11ce to rbe Immel 
can be raised or lowered to suit lhe 
target predator. 

' I ' !ffl@I--------
Trapping the 
enemies of birds 

by j r,b11 Dyer 

The excc.-lkm En)(Ji\h .. Fenn :-.1;uk IV" 
mustdid 1rap has rcccni l y h<:en 1ntm{hKcd 
into Nnv. Zc:.-:1l;ind. Several p,c.;oplc havc 
;1ske<l me 1f thq• work. Thq · mc}',t ccrt;unl f 
do. 

The purpose o f th is anidc.: i., 10 dc,crihc 
Ill)' findings from research int,i their 
mc1h~ <>fuse :ind my pr.1ctic-.ll cxpcrit-ncc 
of this 111 the field. I hope in 1urn thio; •,1,:tJJ 
no t only assist those \vho havc :;iln.-..idy 
purchased tr:ips bu1 also encourage 01hcr, 
IO buy them. 

The " Fenn" is so named art er the Fcnn 
Engineer ing Works 1hat makes them. h is :1 

humane kill trap tha1 brc:iks the aninurs 
back r:tlhcr th:m merely ho lding its leg. 
Because 1hc 1r:ip tends to 1hro w the anim;;il 
u1? i~ the air it is necessary 10 confine 1rJ?-, 
w11hm a tunnel o r the prey will be thrown 
clc-Jr. 

The tunnel 's i 111crn;1l dimensions should 
be 5 " bigb x 6 11 wide, no more. The kngth 
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Some of the main predator., in New 7.mland 

or the 1Unncl w hich is u-;ually m:.idc from 
Y1 • rough .s:twn untr<.-.Hed pine is ;;inything 
211 •,,r over . Traps c m Ix: p-Jinled but don 't 
u"C cn,Qne n il on them. 'n ic smdl o f Hnsced 
oil c;1u-..ci no objcuion :ulU c-.rn also Ix u.scd 
10 prc.,;,cr ve 1hc wcx:x.lcn tunnels b y prc­
\CYJk in~ them in ii. A tr:ar is set cithcr end 
nf :m open tunncl o r ju"it hack from 1hc 
cntrJncc on a hlind on e. The 1Unncls arc 
h<:\t 'K:I w hcrc mu-.1cliUS, r;its :md hcdgc­
hu~ (the m:.tin 1:.ir gcL'i) :arc 10 be cncount­
crc<l. Thus woodpiles ;m : excellent as .ire 
.,,one hc.ip-i .£nd o ld logs. lk.sidc a w;iJI o r 
a ~hc<l b ;;ilso produc1h:e. Dig the ground 
over :m<l 1hcn place the tunnel in ~ition 
:md !,C_1. the 1r;;ips in place, just inside. ·n,c 
tunnels .ire 1hcn covered with turfs, stones, 
logs :m<l even ICl\ 'CS. From the cntr:m cc o f 
the 1Unncl funnel-like ;;irms o f logs, stones, 
CIC. , ;;ire pbccd to lod 1hc 1nimals tu wJr ds 
Ihc opc.-ning Jnd onto the 1r.rp(s). Two MUUt 
sukts o ver the t-ntr.mcc :1r c placed cch end 
so L'i to direct the anim:ll O\'Cr 1hc tr.ip pl.ale 
Jnd :;il.so to pr(.-..·t..-nt bl::1ckbirds, thrushes etc 
gelling ought. The g;;ip should jus1 lt1 1hc 
'il o:lt through. 

AJ1hough the 1unncl is :ln enticement in 
it.sc.:l f (there mig.ht be m ice in there thinks 
the ferret) md the freshly dug t•irth is m 
added induccmem. such ':I set-up will catch 
only ocasion:illy. To rc::ally improve c-.uchcs 
requires a tr.lit. ~1y experience is th.u 
rabbit/lure liver as recommended ls fairly 
cll"Ul to lundle bu1 nm vcrv cfkctivc Fclix 
en focxt is the p reference· of the N::1.tioru.l 
Parks Board bur I susp<et r.ibbit gut smc:ucd 
.Jong the w ings and inside the tunnel is 
bcucr. One r.ibbit can do up to 6 tr.rps or 
so :md 2 ctishwashing mop with 2 lundle 
reduces direa h:mdling for !he squC2mish. 

How many Cl/1 be ought? I have had 
3 tnps set, untnitc:d, o ver sevc:r.tl months 

The Mitt 4 Fenn~ hp. 
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and have had a s1e;1dy s1rc1m o f hedgehogs 
wi1h 1hc odd rat and one stoaL I recently 
"commissioned" 1wo mo re tunnels (i.e.:. 4 
traps) and in 8 days one of these wnnds 
(whid1 was bai1ed) has c-Jug,)11 3 hedgehogs, 
2 raLS and :1nod1er sm:11. TI1e las1 mentioned 
is especi:11ly plt.-.c,ing ~s previous waterfowl 
losses at 1hc adjacent pond were to stoa1s 
and the numbers o f hedgehogs probably 
explains the " b:1rren" pairs of Califo rnian 
qu:1il in the area. 

While mr trapping efforts have onl)' jus1 
been " v:unpc.:d" up :tnd s1:irtetl 10 make an 
impression it might intcr<."SI rc.w;:1ders to knmv 
of the ca1chc.:s m;1dc at Tony Flcxm:m 's 
propcn )' at Pokcno. 

In the l:ts1 20 months using 18, then 40 
tn:.-adlc 1ype cage lraps he has c:1ugh1: - 65 
cats, 79 fcrrcts, 72 hedgehogs, 74 ra1s. 6 
stoal5, 3 weasels and 522 possums :ind 
sundry exir-JS (4rnynahs)whic11 where cilhcr 
released or used as bait. However unlike 
1hcse wooden framed cage traps the Fenns 
arc much less prone to needing maimen­
ance. The Fenn is, in fact. the s1:md1.rd trap 
of the English gamekeeper and 1hey have 
completely replaced t.hc now illegal gin trap. 
A further ex.ample: o f the numbers of vermin 
,bout is that an English keeper using 130 
Fenn 1r:1ps expects 10 c:11ch some 1,500 
hc:1d o f ··vermin'' each year o n Lhc one 
estate. These.: figures all sugges1 1h:it the 
enemies o f game arc legion and probably 
can never be comrollcd. I don 't doubt 1his, 
however localised rcduc1ion is cenainh­
rcasiblc and at Pokeno they have nm iced J 
tailing o ff in 1hc las1 three months or so. 

How many traps 10 use is a mom point 
bul I have 8 Fenn.s in 3 open ··setts" and 
2 b lind "sc1ts" around a ½: ::icre pond. t feel 
Lhal 10 traps would be about right. In 
,ddition there are 6 Victo r traps ( I 'h DCS) 
sci for possums and 1.hese average o ne a 
night exccp1 on wet nights. The Vic1or is 
available from Mr M Woodcraft , 128 Marine 
Parade, Mount Maunganui and is, in my 
opinion, much more hurrune lhan gin 1raps 
in that it lacks the serrated jaws yet it catches 
just as well. The possum conlfol is necessary 
10 protect the cst:1blishing wildlife plantings. 
AJ though the Fenns have caugh1 o ne ¾ 
grown wild cat, cage traps with rabbit, or 
fresh/smoked fish baits are needed 10 pro­
tect the birds from these. 

The cage traps also o ffer !.he advantage 
1..hat neighbour's cats c m be recognised and 
released unharmed so as 10 keep the peace. 
However a novel approach is to fit them 
with a cheap collar and budgie bell before 
setting them free. 

Traps should be checked dailv artd this 
needn't be time consum ing if they·rc all 
more or less visible from your rounds. 
There is no point travell ing JO minutes out 
o f your way just to check o ne uap. Traps 
accumulate dirt underneath so it pays 10 se1 
them off once a week to ensure they'll still 
spring and then reset them. 

If one trap hasn't caugh t much compared 
with the others then it probably needs 
resiting. Some tnp.s should be handy 10 the 
waterfowl pond while others should cover 
any approaches to it, say a hedge leading 
toward it . These are the h ighw3ys creatures 
o f stealth use. Finally if you have any further 
quest.ions you may w ish to contac1 me care 
o f the following address: 
Auck land Acclimatis:uion Society 
PO Box 17032 
Hamihon 

■ 

FeDUL'le Awde 

The value of 
re-intrcxluction to 
Bird conservation 
Chris1ine Recd, 
Conserv:11ion o mccr (Avicuhurl'), 
Ocp:1nmcnt of Con:.;u\':Hion. 
Priv:itc B:1g, 
Twizel. 

From NO\'embn 28 l o Dcn·mber 1st 
1988. w ith 1hc :1id of a generous gr:mt of 
S500 from Ducks Unlimited (in additio n 10 
funding from Ekctricorp; the \\lildfowl 
Trust in Slimbridgc, Engb.nd; and the Sou1h 
C:1nrcrburv branch of the noval Forest and 
Bird PrmCctio n Socic1v), I \v:1s fo nun:11c 
enough 10 :mcnd an · intt.:rna1io nal srm­
posium o n "'The \'aluc o f re-introductio n 10 
bird conscr\'ation", held :11 1he W ildfm"I 
Tnist. Slimbridge, Glouccstershin:. Engl:ind. 

The 1opic " rcintroduc1ions·· CO\"cred 1hc 
liberatio ns of c:1p1ive-rc=m:d (primarily 
cndJngercd) s10ck into the wild :md 1hc 
transfer o f wild-caught birds 10 areLS ou tsidt 
the main popula1ion(s). 

Two other New Zeabndns Dick Veitch 
from DOC Auckland region and Bri:m Lloyd 
from lhe Science and Rcsc:1rch Uin..·ctor:11c 
o f DOC in Wdling1on, also :mended m 
give New ZeaJand a high profile at thc sym­
posium. Dick has had a lo ng in\'Olvement 
through lhc ex-NZ \'\1ildlife Scr\'ice in isbnd 
transfers o f many native species including 
saddlebacks, stitchbirds, Ch:nham Island 
black robin and NZ parakeets. Brian has 
been primarily involved w ith l ransfcrs o f 
kakapo 10 Codfish and Lillie B:trricr islands. 

My own experience has been with the 
endangered endemic wading spec it.:s , the.: 
b lack Still. We established a DOC breeding 
facility near Twizel fo r this species in mid-
1987, w ith the aim o f parent-rearing young 
birds for direc1 rcl<.-ase into the \Vi\d popula-

tion \vhich con~ists of a single popul:11ion 
of :1bout 50 hi re.ls in tile Mackt:nziL' hasin, 
South Canterbury. The :ivbry doors arc 
lilt.:r:'lily opened wide when the birds :tre 
nine mon1hs o ld anti 1he\' vcnum.: o ut into 
n:uur:tl hbck stilt ll:1hi1:11 'on a nc:1rb)1 ri ver. 
Some artificial shallow ponds h:wc :11so bten 
cre:ited :1round thc :1\·b ries ;md the whole 
:1re:1 surrounded hy :in clccirified prcd:11or 
fence. 

The symposium bl'µan with :1 welcoming 
speech fro m 1hc founder o r 1he Wildfow l 
Trus1, Sir Petc.:r Scan . T he trust w:is estab­
lished in 1946 to research ;md conserve 
wildfowl :ind their we1l:tntl h :1bita1, :ind to 
help people g:tin a gre:ucr :1ppreci:1tion of 
wildfo wl, en:1bling them 10 l'lljoy lhese 
birds :is pan o f thc wo rld's n:1tur:1l heritage. 
The \X' ilcl fmvl Trns1 h:t \·e pio neered :md 
clcvdopcd mcthocls for displaying 1;1111c 
waterfowl from all on:r the w ork) , :111d 
wild native spccics in their n:1tur:1l lubitat. 
0 1her tru!II ccmrc-; h:t\'e been es1ablished :u 
Pt..":lkirk, Martin Mere, \'\1ashing1o n, Arundel. 
Caerla\·crock , \\;,clnt.:y and a ntw ccmre is 
being built JI Lbnelli in South Wales. 

Slimbridgc is the heaclqu:1rters of 1he 
1rus1 :md con1:1ins o ver 2500 birds o f 180 
different species, some of w hich h:wc been 
rcimroduccd to 1hc wi ld. During the sym­
posium. peak numbers of m igrating w ild 
wa1crfow l could also be seen on the rcstrve 
fro m hides, tO\vers and under noodlight at 
night. &wick 's swaru;, \X'hile-fromcd geese, 
European pochard. wigeon , C:.111::icla geese 
and many wild Spt.'CiCS were present in l:irgc 
numbers. 

Following Sir Peter's welcome, c:ise 
studies o f pink pigeon (1vtauri1ius), Ncnc 

The Educarum & Re.search Centre at S/rmbridge - tbe headquarters o/ r/Je Wr/d/ow/ Werlands Trust 

This page sponsored by TUROA AMMUNITION COMPANY 

10 FLIGHT 

(I l :1w:1ii), Kakapo (NZ), Bcardcd vuhurc 
(Ausiri:1) ,md m:1mm:1\ (Africa) rcin troduc-
1ions were o rescmed. 

The importance o f preparing habitat prior 
to :incl following release was 1hcn cxcmpli ­
ncd by b:irn owl (UK), sea eogle (Scotland) 
:inti Cheer rhe:isant (India) introductions. 

The second day of the symposium pre­
sented gene1ic considera1io ns in re­
introductions and minimum numbers o f 
rck:iscd b irds necess:1ry 10 establ ish viable 
w ild popul:ttio ns. The preparatio n of birds 
fo r rdc:1se w:1s then o utlined by Tom Cade 
(USA) for rapto rs, Dick Veitch (t ransfer o f 
w ild h i re.ls) :incl m yself. My paper covered 
the use o f l1:111d-rearing, isolatio n-rearing 
(using puppt 1s :md models). fos1cr -p:ircn1 
rearing :ind bio logic:11 parcnt-rc:i ring 1cch­
niques in preparing hir(l5 for release into tht.: 
wile.I. Sevcral Aus1r.i.lasian captive reimro• 
tluction examples were used, including DU's 
succes.sful brown 1c.-:.1I project, p:1rc111-rcaring 
o f black stilts, isol:nion-rCJring of 1:1k:ihe and 
1hc rde:1sc o f Lord I lowc Island woodhens 
:ind NZ p:1r:1ket.:L"i following h:ibitat enh:mcc­
menl . 

O ther 1opics O\'er the fo llowing day and 
:1 h:1l f of the sym posium were: the moni­
toring of rclc:1sc.·d birds (an t.:ssenti:il p:m of 
:1ny projcc1), dist-:.tse t ransfer ;ind suscep1-
ihi lily in tr:insfcrrctl binL-.. the cduc:Jtio nal 
\':1h1e o f reintroduct ions :ind the building up 
o f public support fo r species :md h:ibit:ll 
conservation . 

Discussions f<1llowing t.::ICh session identi­
fied common princ iph.-s w hich sho uld be 
utilistd :is guidclint.:!-i fo r future rciniroduc• 
tinn:-. T hese guidel ines arc presently being 
d r:l\vn up hy :1 joint commi1tee comprising 
ln1an:1tion:1l Counci l for 13ird Prest.:rvation 
(ICBP), Wildrowl Trnst. Ruyal Society ror the 
Pro1cc1ion of Birds (RSPIJ) :m d o ther 
indiviclu:11 panicip:1111s :11 thc symposium. 
The proceedings, :J\ong with the guidelines, 
w il l be published as :111 ICBP bulle1in in 1he 
next 12· 18 mo nths. 

In :1ddi1ion to :illcnding the symposium, 
I w:1s panicul:lrly interested 10 view hide 
design and p l:1ccmc111 o f viewing 1r:1ils 
around h:1bi1:11s cont:1ining wild b ircl-.. ll is 
hoped th:11 such structures could evcmually 
be used to view c:1p1ivc :ind w ild black stilts 
nt..·ar "J\vizcl. 

I visitcd 1he \'\1ilclfow1 1rust refuge :11 
Wclney where 2100 wild Ucwick 's swans 
were g:11l1crec.l under noodlighLS al night, 
w:11ched by 111:111)' visi1ors in a well-designed 
gl:iss- frnnt h ie.le. The RSPl3 :tlso have :111 

effective trail :ind collection o f hides around 
w:1dt.:r :111d wildfowl habitat :11 Minsmerc in 
E:1s1 Anglia. O n lhe final d::iy befo re my 
dep:1r1ure fro m Slimbridgc, I wandered the 
reserve and vit.:wt d from h ides, the d1ou­
s:111ds of w ild geese, pochard, and w igeon 
feed ing :tlong paddocks adj:tccrn 10 1hc 
Severn t..·stu:iry. 

The sho rt but very rewarding Lime I spcm 
in England , left me with many idc..--as for use 
in New Zealand. It :1lso en:iblcd me 10 make 
contact w ith many colle:1gues w o rking in 
the same field o f rare bird man::igcmcnt, and 
hopefully gave symposium particip:1nts a 
bc11er undcrs1:111ding of the v::ist experience 
and expertise that New Zealand has gained 
and c m o ffer in the field of re-introductions. 

A frequent commcm fo llowing my paper 
was l h:11 " I didn' t realise New Zealand had 
clone so m uch"! 

My thanks 10 Ducks Unlimited for their 
support o r my participation a1 th is sym­
posium. ■ 

SALES ITEMS 
BOOKS 
Coloured Key lo the Wa1erfow1 of the World 
Ducks, Ponds and People 
Managing We11ands 
New Zealand Birds 
The Duckshoole(s Bag 
The Duckshoole(s Companion - Duckshoo1e(s Bag & 

Gamebird Hunting 
The Hawaiian Goose 
The Mule Swan 
W ildfowl Management on Inland Waters 

VHS VIDEOS 
River in Question - The Manganui-a-te-ao 

APPAREL 
DU Hal - Green (one size fits all) 
DU Jersey - Red/Green/Blue (state size) 
DU T-shirt - While (SM, OS, XOS only) 
DU Canada Hal - Red/White/Blue Corduroy (one size fits all) 

BADGES 
DU Decal 
DU Lapel Pin 
DU Cloth Shoulder Pa!ch 
DU Canada 501h Anniversary Badge 
DU Duck Head Badge - Large Gold 
D U Duck Head Badge - Small Gold/While/Green 
DU Duck Head Slick Pin 

STATIONERY 
DU Ballpoint Pens - per box of 12 
DU Maxipens - per box of 10 
DU Maxipens - single 
Janet Marshall Bird Cards - set o f four 
Waterfowl Wriling Paper and Envelopes - set of 1 O 
Waterfowl Nole Paper and Envelope - set of six 

GENERAL 
Canada Goose Place Mats - set of six 
C anada Goose Coasters - set of six 
Mallard Duck Coasters - set of six 
Fenn Traps 
DU Duck Head Flag 62cm x 44cm 
DU Cam-0-paint 
DU Ashtray 
DU Bottle Opener 
DU Key Ring 
DU Key Ring Nail Clippers 
DU Letter Opener 
DU Tea Caddy Spoon 
DU Teaspoons 

$14.00 
$14.00 
$25.00 
$11.00 
$ 7.70 

$15.40 
$24.75 
$50.00 
$21.00 

$64.90 

$22.00 
$75.00 
$1 3.75 
$25.00 

S 1.10 
S 5.50 
S 9.35 
S 5.50 
S 6.60 
$ 5.50 
S 5.50 

S 6.60 
S11.00 
$ 1.50 
$ 5.40 
S 9.00 
S 6.00 

$28.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$20.00 
S40.00 
$ 10.00 
$ 4:SO 
$ 4.00 
S 4.50 
$ 4.0J 
S 4.00 
$ 4.00 
S 4.00 

I ENCLOSE MY CHEQUE FOR $ . 
OR 

. .. . ... _ . . IN PAYMENT 

PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/BANKCARD/AMEX/DINERS 
(Oelele to suit) 

CARDNO . . ... EXPIRY DATE ... . . - · - • • _ .. . . __ · •• · -

NAME (Please print) . 

ADDRESS . 

POST TO: DIANE PRITT, SMITHS ROAD 
OHAKUNE (58-016) 

BUSINESS HOUSES: TAX INVOICE REQUIRED □ (lick) 
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