
Winchester 
NEW ZEALAND LTD 

is proud to support Ducks UnliJnited (NZ) Inc. 
in their efforts to propagate and preserve 

New Zealand s rare wate1f owl. 

MAJ\IDARIN DRAKE AT ,-'.RUNDEL WILDFOWL TRUST 

WINCH£H£/l® 
MORE THAN A NAME. A LEGEND. 

Distributed in New Zealand By: Winchester New Zealand 

I 
,I 
.1 

l 
1 

No. 4/88 • IS~llE 58 • DECEMllER 1988 

NI W /.1·. ,\ I.A, D lllsG ISTf.Hl:D MACAZ I NI: 

DUCKS UNLIMITED 
QUARTERLY 

WATERFOWL .JOURNAL 



DUCKS UNLIMITED (N.Z.) INC., 
- FOR WATERFOWL AND WETLANDS -

PO BOX 44-176 LOWER HUTI' NEW ZEALAND 
llOARU OF UIR ECTORS 
ANU OfflCIALS 

PATRON 
Lad y Diana Isaac. C hr ii.tc hun:h 

PRESIUENT 
J.C. Campbell. 'Ramcslic·. RDI , MASTE RTON. 

\'ICE-PRESIUENT 
Bre nda n Coe. P.O. l!O'. . ..J4 -176, LOWER H UTf. 

SECRETA RY 
F.N. Hayes. 17 Wisc Street. WA INU IOM ATA . 

TREASURER 
Liknys Haascn, R.D.l. EKHAI-IUNA 

BOARU MEMIIERS: 
A.K.M. Ellio11. 'Rawhiti' R.D.4 PAHI ATUA 
M s D. Pritt , Sm i1 hs Road , OI-I AKUNE. 
U. Coe, P.O. Uox 44-176, LOWER HUTT. 
J. Glover. Hill Road, PAUATAHANUI 
l\ tr s G. Hansen. 'TidsfonJri v'. R.0 .3, EKETA II UN A. 
G. Girva n. 77 Waipapa Road. Hatai tai, WEL LI NGTON . 
A. Tannock, P.O. Uox 1202, PALM ERSTON NORTH. 
M . Newcomb, P.O. llox 1834. AU CKLAND. 
D. Morr ison, Main Road, R.D.I. ALBA NY 
C. Hooson, P.O. Oox 10289, WELLINGTON 

IIONORAR\' VETE RI NA RY ADVISER : 
J.O. Gill , ll.V.Sc .. ROTORUA. 

IIONORAR\' WILIJLIH: ADVISER: 
Ralph Adams, MOE, UPPER HUTT 

IIONORAR\' LEGAi. ADVISER: 
Don McCulloch, UPPER HUTT. 

SINCLA IR WETLANIIS MANAGER 
H.A. Sinclair M.ll.E. 
R.D.I OUTRAM 

DIRECTOR m· IIESEARCII AND CO:-ISER\'ATIO:-1 
Dr Grant Dumbcll 
37 Ha lston Road 
llalmoral, AUCKLAND 

IIO NOIIARY MEMBERS 
K. llarnc11, TOKAANU 
H. A. Sinclair, MIIE, DUNEDI N 
t,,: . Ci. \V. Wilkin ).0 11 , W EI.I I NGTO N 

IN THIS ISSUE 

,\ dricnnc Longucl, WEL LI NGTON 
R. T. Adams. ~!B E. UPPER HUTT 
Lady Diana Isaac. CHRISTCHURCH 
A. Flcxman, POKENO 
L. Piper. CHRISTCHURCH 
S. Loach. DUNEDIN 

LIFE MEMBERS 
W. O;un:tt. AU STRAL! ,\ . 
N. C. Cameron, FEATH ERSTON. 
I. H. Pir.ini . ROTORUA. 
~ I ~ O. G. Pi ra ni. ROTO RUA . 
J. H. 8. Ward, HUNTLY. 
\ 1. J. Oour\..c. i,.:Ir,.IOOLTON. 
Ava z.,ubcrncn. AUCKLAND 
lsaa, Wildl ife Trust. CHRISTCHURCH. 
F. S. S. Bailey. AUCK LAND 
N. \ l arsh, TAUPO. 
Dr T. Rcigcr, U.S.A . 
Dr ~I. L. Hucks, TAUPO. 
J. ca 111 pbcll, ~1/\STERTON. 
7'1rs C. L. Pirani. AUCKLA ND. 
K. Lowrv, AUSTRALIA. 
R. r,. 1. Eht·rhardl. U.S.A. 
t\ 1. White. DUNEDI N. 
A. A . GunH'y. UPPER H UTT. 
Central Nonh bland Wild life Conscn;rncy Counci l, 

ROTORUA. 
r,. 1. R. Gral.'t', 1-IUNTERVILLE. 
7' t rs r,. 1. C. O:wison, WY NDHA r-. 1. 
Glcn\'s Hansen. EKET:\1-IUN:\ . 
Gavl~rd Donnell y. U.S.:\ . 
William D. \\'ri~ht. U.S.,\ . 
\Ir & r-. t rs P.O. Nolan . U.S.,-\ . 
ll 7'1cDonald. OUTRAr-. 1. 
C. Hooson. WELLINGTON. 
L r-.tc i-.: innon. PAH IATUA 
A. Fieldi ng. LEVIN. 
S. Hughes. DUNEDIN. 
~lark Nc,\ comb. AUCKLA ND. 
t-. l rs D. Barnett. TOKAANU . 
Neil Hayes, WELLINGTON . 
Otamaire Tru~t. HUNTE RVILLE. 
Peter ~lcLcod. CHRI STCHURCH 
Hazard Campbell. U.S.A. 
Dr Duncan Sinclair, CANA DA . 

President's Repon 3 
DU's International Visitors 4 
The Pearce Wetlands 6 
Financial Repon 10 
DU News--- ------------- ------ II 

Cover photo: Jim Campbell's new family. Photo: Glenys Hansen 

D11ds Unlimittd (NZ) lncorpor11td is a pri~te., cllari11blt. non-profil conxn111ion organisation dtdiattd lo tbt prtStMlion, restonilion, cmtion and mainltoanct of 
.-,1land b1bit11 in Nni· Ulland, th, propagation 10d constmtion or th, country's l'lrt wattrfowl, and Lb, ad voa.C)' of 1ntlands as a ,-aluablt aatunl rrsouru. This is 
1ckintd t.kroagk si1 proj«ts each with spttirtc aims. Thtst art: .. 0pmlioa Pat,kt", 111, rtductioa of tbt tbrt:atrntd status of th, Nrw Ulland brown tnl through the rtlnst 
or aplivt brtd birds and 1'ist ll1bital m1111g,mtot; "0ptr1lion Grtltl", 10 inmast th, numbtr of grt)' teal in NfW Zealand lbrougb th, provision of suitabl, nesting habitat; 
.. 0ptnlion \\'llio", lbt coastn11tion of blut duck through 1b, rtlta.w of apti,·, brtd birds 10 upaod tb, species ning,; "0ptr1tion Bnia11", 10 establish tb, Caaada gooSt 
in 1hr Nortb lsltDd as 1 ,·1l111blt rttrt:alional rcsoum; "0ptr1lioa Ro)II Swan", 111, constMlioa of Muir S"n through tb, rstablishmtol of I captive brttding population; 
11td .. 0pmtion \\'rtlands", 10 prtStm, emir and m11t1g, w,tl11td arus lbroagb dirtd finding, lttbaia.l assistanct and public tduation or wrllaod values. Th, scitntific 
s11dy of wtllands and wattrfottd is also tncm1r1gtd through dirttt funding. 
TIM: ortanisation was foundtd ia M■)' 1974 by I group of concrmtd coasrm.lionists and iacorportltd by th,m in J11t1, 1975 at \\'tllington, New Ulland. Membership, 
in four categories, is opm to all}'Ont who supports th, org11tisa1ion's objtttives. Junior mrmbtrship is SI 1.00 ptr annum, full m,mbtrsbip is 527.50 prr annum, Tndt and 
Sponsor 111tinbtrship is SS5.00 ptr annum, arHI Lift mtmbtrsbip is S5SO.OO. Mtmbtrship a.rries with it I subscriptioa to "Flight", tht official quarterly publiation of Ducks 
U1i11iltd •~idt cormilli· ltl<M!! 2000 llfllbtn and fritnds toll<tn>td •ilh qimowl collSfMtion. l.ttlffl, manuscript, and p~otoiraplt., should b, addrtSS<CI to th, "!light" 
f.Jlilor. To ISSlrt prompt driivtf)', mtmbm sllio1ld stnd s1bscription rtMwals and changts of 1ddres.s to National Httdqurt,rs 11 PO B01 44-176, Low,r Hult. Any virws 
a:prrwd by co11rib11ors i1 •''flic~t" art tHir own aid do not nttffllril)· constil1lt tb0st of Duds Ualimiltd (NZ) lncorpor1ttd. 
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Jim Campbell, President 

T he past 1hrcc months have seen our 
o rgan isat ion very busy w ith two 
Chapters ho lding fund raising dinners 

and adding :1 brgc amount to the financial 
fut ure o f Ducks Unlimi ted NZ. 

The inaugural meeti ng or the Sincb..ir Wet
lands M:magcmcnt Committee, ;1bly chaired 
by Roger Sutton, and the fo rm::nion o f the 
0 1:1go Chapter to be led b y Lyall Nash . was 
good news. They arc fo rtunate 10 h:.ivc 1hc 
b:.isc o f the Sinclair \X1c tlancls Ecluc:.11ion 
Centre. and a lo t o f work ready ta be com
pleted in the form of display ponds etc in 
the Wetlands. 

\X1h;1katane Chapter arc ready 10 engage 
thcmsc\vcs in several 1-l abital pro jtC[S. 

The v isit o r the Amcric:tn Ducks Unlimit
ed cxccll(ivcs ensured ~1 very busy week for 
D r Gr:tnt Oumbcll , :rnd Alan :ind Di W ilks, 
drivers o f two min i buses from Auckland 10 

\Vcllingion and o ffi ci:11 tour guides. I 
sincerely 1hank ;ill thosc pcoplc for hosting 
our Ducks Un limited parties en route; your 
contribution is, I'm surc, ;1 l:1rgc step 
rnrw:1rU ror Ducks Unlim i1ccl NZ, and a fur
ther inspiration to all members. 

Our v isi1o rs inspired enthusi:1sm w ith 
cvcry member they spoke with en route and 
wcrc \Try impressed w ith our achievements 
over the p;ist 14 yc:.i rs. 

Dr Grant Oumbcll has been taking an in 
depth survey o f our mangemem structure 
the past month which should enable direc
tors to plo t a steady course in the future. 

His work on the recent membership 
survey still needs returns to come ln 10 
en:ib\c the survey ta give guidelines :is 10 

where our membership is based . 
Grant spent an interes1ing d::iy recentl y 

w ith two mmc swans required for launch
ing ;1 new perfume for Vanderbilt Parfumes. 
The result was an 5800.00 donation for 
Ducks Unlimited. 

Proud breeder Melvin Pyke of Cartcrton Watc/Jcs over bis pair of blue dw:ks wbidi will see 
"Operation Wbio · off to a Rood start. 

The purchase o f the Pearce Wetlands on 
the eastern edge of Lake Wairarapa means 
our need for more funding becomes impo r
tant . Glenys Hansen and Andy Tannock, 
along w ith their respective enthusiastic 
teams of volunteers, demonstrated the fund 
raising potential o f dinners 10 the extent of 
some S 11 ,000.00. We need more members. 

Chapter dinners and plenty o f habitat dol
lars at this time. Please encournge a friend 
t0 join Ducks Unlimited over the festive 
season - the reward for New Zealand's 
waterfowl will be tremendous. 

I wish all members a happy festive sea
son and prosperous New Year. 

■ 

New appointment by Ducks Unlimited 
The Di rec1o rs of Ducks Unlimited are 

pleased to announce the appo intment of Dr 
Grant Dumbell as Executive Di rector JS of 
I September 1988 Grant w ill be on a con
tract b:1sis. Ducks Unlimited has been fund
ing Grant 's PhD research on the brown teal 
w hich culmim1ted in his graduation in May 
of th is year. He shif1ed to Wellington in 1979 
from New Plymouth and studied under 
Pro fessor Jack Garrick at Vic to ria Universi
ty fo r four years, graduating w ith a BSc and 
BSc (hons) degree with first cl:tss honours 
in zoology. In 1983 Grant travelled overseas 
for 14 months 10 Europe and the UK dur
ing which time he visited the Wildfowl Trust 
at Slimbridge. On return 10 New Zealand he 
became interested in brown tea.I through the 
innuence of Dr Murray Williams of the 
Depanment o f Conservation and was sue• 
cess ful in gaining :t NZ Wildlife Service post
graduate scholarship w hich, together with 
fu nding from Ducks Unlimited, resulted in 
Grant taking his Doctorate as outlined 
above. A long involvement w ith scouting 
ended w ith the completion o f 1he Queen 

Scouts Award, and as well Grant is a mem
ber o f OSNZ and RF&BPS. 

Grant has represented Ducks Unlimited 
at interna1ionJ.1 conferences in the USA and 
Canada w here he presented papers, and :is 
well he has had material published in New 
Zealand and overseas on brown teal . 
Practical work experience has involved time 
spent with the NZ Wildli fe Service on Maud 
Island, Codfish Island, Stewart Island and 
Farewell Spit, as well as brown teal research 
in Northland and on Great Barrier Island. 

The decision to suppo rt Grant is seen by 
the Directors as a significant st:1ge i~ the 
progress of the o rganisation and he will add 
immeasurably tO the pool o f expertise and 
experience that exis1s already wi thin Ducks 
Unlimited. The research programme on 
brown teal wi ll be able to carry on, despite 
that fact that budgetary considera1ions 
preclude the involvement o f the Depart
ment o f Conservation . As well. Gr.mt w ill 
he involvl'd in the new blut: dw.:k rci.:u,·1.:n 
programme, in raising corporate sponsoi-
ship (he has already coordin:ned 1he 

Grant Dumbell 

··vanderbilt Swans" promotton - see DU 
News) and specific excutive duties. Gr.int 
can be contacted on Auckland (09) 607396 
o r by writing 10 him at PO Box 44- 176, 
Lower Hutt. ■ 
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Tbc happy J?TO II P witb ibe rwo \tms h.ir~·d by D. U. far tlx crip and ab/)' dri\Yn by A/ari \Vi/ks and Granr D11mbril. 

Ducks Unlimiteds International Visitors 
By Grant Dumbell 

For a week in Seplcmber, Ducks Unlimit· 
cd hosted fi ve couples from our sister or
g.:misa Li on'i in America and Canacb. :md wi1h 
1h c help o r many members and friends 
throughout rhe countrv we were able co 
show them much o r Our work in New 
Zcal:tncl . The trip bl'g:111 on S;iturd.Jy IO Sep-
1cmber w hen J-1 :1,.:.ud and Gina Campbell ar
ri ved from Uuffalo in upstate New York . 
Ounc:m :m<l t\b .rgaret Sinclair. and Herb and 

I 

Jeanene Kebbel :uri ,·ed c:i.rt~: on Sunday 
morn ing from Aylmer, Ontario. Haz.1rd 1s 
current!\· Chairman o r 1hc BoJrd of Ducks 
Unlimired Inc. , wh ile Duncan is President 
or Ducks Unlimited Canada, and Herh is the 
Provinc i::il Chairmm for Ontario. 

Q\'er the weekend Jim Campbell, who 
~-as in Auck!J.nd w:1s able to greet the ar
ri,·Jls a.nd present e\'eryonc w ith ::a tndicion
al New Zea.land swanndri . These \Yerc 
kind!\· donated b\· Swanndri and embroi 
dered w ith the Ducks Unlimited (NZ) logo. 
The bulk of the weekt·nd w:is then dcvot· 

Our Pa1ron L.ad)' Diana Isaac bosu /be O\'i."rSCas ,·isirors al h..."T borne al Peacock Springs in 
Cbristcbu rcb 
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ed to shaking jctl:ig and exploring some o r 
Auckl:md·s sights 

The progr.im med i tincr;iry began on 
Monday when Fred and Sue Ba iley hosted 
the \"iSitors for a day on the 1-l.lu raki Gulr 
abo:ud their bo:11 "MV Bro::idbill ". Alan ;ind 
Di \\"i lks also joined the pan y on Monday, 
Al::in 15 second minibus d ri ver, in prep::i ra 
rion for the tr ip sou th . 

Stew :md Pai r,,1orr ison finally :irr ived on 
Tuesd,11· morning after being delayed by the 
International Da1eline, and we caught up 
with Stephen and Susan Denkers, from 
Ogden Utah , on Tuesday even ing in 
Roto rua. Stew is 1he Execut ive Vice Presi
dent of Ducks Un limi ted Ca nada, and is 
based at the Nat io n:1I Headquarters in 
\'finnipcg, while Stephen is a Regional Vice 
Pn.:s ident ror Ducks Unlim ited Inc in the 
Pacific Flyw:1y 

Thc fi rst stop out o f Auckland w :1s at 
Tony FlcxmJ.n·s to sec his grey teal nest box 
project, then \Ye went on to Dave McNeil 's 
at Ttrau fo r lunch. After lunch we drove into 
Ho toru,1 where we sampled a hangi and 
:---·ere cntertaincd by a Maori Concert P,m y 
1n the evening 

Steve and Sue Dcnkcrs had spent four 
nigh1s at Moose Lodge so they mok us back 
1h~re on \X1ednc:sd.iy morning after wc had 
visncd Rai nbow Springs and Hell 's Gate. Ian 
:md Dawn Pirani then hosted a barbecue 
lunch on their fa rm after w hich the after· 
n~on was employed d ri ving to Tokaanu , 
w nh aft c: rnoon tca at the Broadlands W ild
fowl Trust. The w ork o f Dave Johnston and 
Norman Marsh was featured in the last issue 
o f " Flight" Here a brow n teal g:ive us a 
gre-Jt d isplay o f aggression by removing a 
large hil l ful o f feathers from the back of a 
mallJnJ. We then drove on to Huka Falls, 
then down 10 Tokaanu. 

On Thu rsd;i y morni ng Keith and Dulcie 

B:1rnL" !I h:1Ll :1rr:111gcd :1 morni ng\ ri...,IJing, 
:1m.l :1 pcrkc1 Uay fnr ii. Twn 1rrnI1 wnc 
l:1mlcU for the lunch 1:1ble :ind Kei th prc....,cn l • 
n l 11 :tr..:trd :md I ll'rh wi1h their cenificitl'.'i 
to record 1he l'\'e/ll. The :1flcmoon w:I'-i 1hc 11 
:-i1x·nt driYinµ to l ht: W:1ir:1r:1p:1 w ith m:1gnifi 
cem ,·icws or tht..: ct.: 111r:1l nHnmtains :inti thc 
R:1ngitikt..:i rin·r v:1llcy . 

rn the ,x·:1ir:1r:1pa, ._,_:hich w:1.'i just rc<.:o\'cr
ing from ano ther llood. tht..: \'iSilors wcrc 
brm hm,tl'tl \\'ith Ducks l "nlimi !t..:d members 
rnr L wn nigh t Lu coinc ide.: wi, h the :mnu:11 
Ek ct :1hun:1 C: h:1ptcr Dinner/Auction on 
Frid:1y night. During the d:1y Kevin Ca mp 
hdl new tht..: ,·isi1ors m·cr Ducks Unli111i1cd 's 
l.:lkl' \\ ':1lr:1r:1p:1 projects hy hclicop1er 
before I l:1,..:1rd. Dunc1n and Jim C:1mphdl 
\\Trl' in tcn·il'wccl rur tek,·is ion :tbout the 
S--10,000.00 cheque that \\":IS lx:ing prcscnt
t:d to Ouck...; l lnlimi1ed (Ni'.). The :1ftl'rnocrn 
abo indudl'cl the lntern:uion:11 Wl'tbnd :md 
\\ ':11erfmvl Symposium :u thc Wildl ife 
CL' lll rc . which w:1s a1ten<lc.:cl by represl'nt:I 
ti\'l·s o r Ducks l 1nlimi ted. Dep:1nrncn t of 
C:onscrvation, Q EI I N:uinnal Trust. the 
\'\'orkl \X 'ikll ifc Fund :inc.I th<: Acclim:uis:i tion 
~ociety. before c,-crynne en juyt:d the 
dinncr /:1uniu 11 during thl' c,·en ing. ..,,_;. . 

f/ ::.1::, 
Thrl·c prL·sid..·11ts: L /il H. Dr D1mcai1 Sinc/uir fJ .U. Canada. Jfa::.ar::i K. Ca mrbdl 
Clx1irma11 of 1/)l• Hoard, D.U. US. :\ .. Jim Campbl• /1. n.u .. ·..-.z. 

On S:.1 1urd:1y \\'e in.spt:cted Jim Campbel l's 
l)l1mling prc >gr:1111mc.: hl'fcm.: d ri ving through 
tu \Xlcllington for :111 e,-cning ll ighl to Christ
church. On Sund:iy morning ,,·e \"iS ilcd 
l.:1dy l)i: 111:1 lssacc·s Pc:1cock Sp rings 
property ror :1 gu ided tou r :ind lund1eon, 
hdore :111 :tt:ri: 11 tour of the cent ral South ls-
1:mcl . Wc nc\\' to Duned in , ·i:1 L:1ke Elles
mere. thc C:m terhury high cnun1ry, 
M:1cKcnzic B:1sin :ind Sincl:iir Wet lands 

There we were hos1cd by 1-l o rrie who 
rcccived the cheque from Ducks Unlimi ted 
Inc :i nd Ducks Unlimited C:rnda on beh:ilf 
o r Ducks Unl imill.:d (NZ). H:1 z.:1rd C:1mphell 

\V1" a~J prDt.·med with hi~ life memher:-.hip 
ccrtifi ca1c before we bid uur \'isitor'> fa rc
w~ II a1 the end of a husy hu1 thorough ly 
en1oy:ihk week . ■ 

~'''"""·"" "'"'"'••-·~·~"""'00 ~ We would li ke Flight to reflec t members interests and wou ld request that you fi ll in and return the membership survey form. 

Membershi~ Survey 
--------

Your name: --------- - --- - -------- ----------

If any details on your "Flight" address label are incorrect 
please correct them and send it back to us. 

Your age: _ _ ______ _ Your occupation: ___ _____ ___ ___ ___ _ 

I . Do you belong to any other conservation organisations? D Yes D No 

2 . Which ones? ---------- ------------- - - - ------

3. How long have you been a member of DU? _ ___________ _ _____ _ 

4. How did you find out about DU? _ ______ ____ _ _____ ____ _ 

5. Are you a regular duck hunter? D Yes D No 

6. If you receive complimentary copies of "Flight" do you still wish to receive them? D Yes D No 

POST TO: DUCKS UNLIMITED. P.O. BOX 44-176 IDWER HUTT 
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The 
Pearce Wetlands 

Ducks Unlimited h:1s rcccntl)r purch:iscd 
109 acres orwctl:tnd on 1hc cas1c.·rn sho re or 
Lake W::iirJr:1p:1. The land is.on thr.: actual 
shoreline in fro nt or 1hc existing stopb:mk 
and is a n:11 fc:nurch.:ss :m.-:1 o f grJ.Ssbnd that 
nooc.ls rcgubrl )r when 1hc nonhwcst wind 
push<.:S 1hc lake w:11t:rs on:r ii . This::m,:.-:i lies 
directly in fro nt o f 1hc pr?JX:flY o f M_r :-.1:uk 
P<."Jrcc :ind it is the las1 s1gmfiG1nl p1t·cc o f 
priv:ndy o wned bkc shore ldt. It is bound<..-d 
10 the sou1h by a line rn .. -Jr the Oporu:1 
spillway and to the nonh by a stopb:mk. 
scp:1r:uing it from the property o f Mr P. 
Moran. The arc:.1 would have tx-cn complete• 
ly dried out hy the proposed Pol~~r sc~cn~c 
w hich , fo r those who arc not fmuh:ir w nh 11 , 

proposed ano ther slOpb::i.nk o r polder being 
formed further out in lhe Llke to pre\·cnt the 
la.kc water being blown across the land, thus 
preserving more p:isturc. The :ue:i now 
comes under the umbrell:t of 1hc forth· 
coming Lak e WajrJrapa Conscrv:uion Order 
ini1i:1ted by the Acclimatis:itio n Sociecy 
movement, and 1hus will ahY:iys be pro-
1ec1ed . Most o f the n:~t of the impon;:mt 
eastern lake sho re is ownc:d by the Depa.rt• 
mem o f Conscrv:nion who ma.inuin a w:11ch· 
ing brief on the lake, :md it is fair to s:iy th:lI 

By Brmdan Coe 

1hc :Irl":l is rl."1S0n:1hly ,-veil ~ccurt.·tl :lS r:.r :lS 
habi1:11 :me.I the bird popub1ions :ire con
crrned. So why :-hould Ducks Unlimited huy 
ii ? 

This qul.·s1ion h:t:- been pu1 10 me from 
,-:1ri0ll'i qu:im.:rs :ind when the full r:icts o r the 
m:mer :ire con:-ickred. :is o t1tlint.·d l1t.·re, I 
think the rC1SOnS will be Ob\'i0us. Firstly. 1he 
1:md w:is for s:1k. II h:id heen rut o n the 
m:ukct by Mr Pt.-:trce who no lon~er rl·qui~cd 
its ownership bc:c::1usc the con.,t:1n1 nooclmg 
of tht.· an.--J precluded il.S use fo r :111 yc:Ir round 
gr.11.ing :ind also bec-:1u~c: ht.· w:1111nl to !-CC it 
Prcsen•l.·cl in perpc1uity :ts :1 s:1nctuary ro r 1he 
birds. Thl' Departml'm o r Conserv:Hion were 
keen 10 purchase lhc \:mt.I IO pu1 in pl:ice lhc 
bst major piece o f the jip.s:iw pu7..7Jt.- th:it 
would have seen most or 1he \' it:1\ e:1s1ern 
shoreline in 1hl'ir h:incb :mt.I this w:1....-. a 
situation 1h:11 w :1s consit.lcrcd idl-al by :ill 
p:1r1ic.:s conn:rned. Unfonun::itcly lhe 
m:1ssive st::i.ff:md budget c rns th:u roch·d the 
Dc.:plnment in Sc.:ptcmbcr or 1988 put :1 stop 
m their pbn tO purch~l'. Entn Ducks 
Unlimi1c.:d 

Having Slid th:n. let u~ con:-1der some or 
the features of 1he PL-Jrcc ,x·l'1 l:1m.b th:u led 
m the decision to purch:lSC. Thl' fir.ti nnc th:-it 

. I assla11d U,01 floods regularly 
. 'Tot land i.s a flat fcaturde.ss cm:a o gr 
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imprl'sscs 1hl' c:1:-.u:1I oh:-crvcr i~ its ~izl' . I 
h:1\'c, :1s h:1ve m:11w mt.·mhcrs, lookt.·c.l :11 :1 Im 
o r wc1l:111c.l .... :Ill :1r0und New Zl':1I:mc.l . Fro m 
f:1rm pa nel,, 10 l:•!!oons :ind rh·cr h:1ckw:11crs 
to 1ht· 111:tjolic S111cl:1ir \X'eI l:111d-", :mcl I c:in 
1dl rou 1h:1t :1rc:1:- or wt.:11:lnd some _\00 :1crt·s 
in ~it.t.' :lrt' :111110:,.1 no n-exis1:1m in 1his 
coumn·. This :1rc:1 we :irt.: di~n 1s,in i,.: is O nt.' 

or1hc higge5l pri\':lldr owned :In .. --:Is ld1. Th:11 
Ducks l ln lim1tnl wnl' in Il le fonun:uc p1lsi
tion 10 IK · :1hlt.: l l) nm:-idn purd1:1.,t.: w :L,; seen 
:1:,; :i. s1rnkc o f luck hy thl' Dirt.Tlur.,. 

The lll'Xt cunsidcr:uio n w:Is thl' loca1 iun 
:ind 1hc Pc;1rce \X'e1l:111tJ.,; i~ perfectly situ:netl 
from :1II \"iewpo itlls. II i.s in the North lsl:md 
:md it w:1s r,crcci\'C.:cl th:11 :1 m:1ior project w:1:
necclt'd 1l1l'rt·. It i..-. <.: lose 10 :1 n1:1jor eil)' \·d1icl1 
is impl)rt:1111 for rt':IS<>n~ of l:incl :1pprl'c i:11ion 
\':1lut's :ind i1 is p:ut , and the most import:mt 
1x1r1 , or iht.· biggest sh:,llo w . fresh water weI 
l:md :irc:1 in 1he North l:-l:1nd. Lei me quote 
from th:11 ckfini1ivt.· work " I labit:11 Require
ments of \X1ctbnd Birtl.c; in 1he L:1kl' \X1:iir.1rapa 
\X't•tl:111d.-." hy P J l\toore, CC Ogle. :ind K T 
Mm·nih:111: New Zcl:111d \Vildlife Service oc
casi.on3J publ ic:uion No. ; , pubfo,hct.l August 
198-i. This book w:1s given 10 ml' by i\lr Lynn 
Harris. Publicity O rficcr for 1hc NZ \Vildlik 

Service.·. in h is office one day in 1985. 
Ah hough gr.neful :u the l ime, I nevt.·r rc:al isctl 
1hc effect this book would have and 1he 
direc1ions it would k-:id to w ith reg:1rd 10 1hc 
\Va.irar:ip:i \X'ctbncls. " L1kc \X1a.ir:ir:ipa and its 
:1dj:1cent wc:t l:md;; form the brgest wetland 
complex in the southern half o f the Nonh 
Jsl:md." " The {';lStern shore o f the 1:tke is thl' 
mos1 signific:int areJ fo r wildlife in terms or 
bo1h numbers :tnd variety o r birds. ' ' These 
two s1:11cmcnts indicate 1he importance o f 
the lak e :mcl 1he c.--astern sho re :md they alone 
:ire :in indica1ion o r the value o f the Pearce 
propcny. 

The current and prospective value o r 1hc 
:1re:I is worth discussing. J\·t ost we1 lan<ls in 
New Zealand occur in rur.tl areas :-ind :-i re 
subject 10 the rural !:incl va lua1ion system . 
There is no v:1lu:1tio n system for n:i1ur:i.l areas 
be 1he)' we1bnds. ri\'ers o r mo untains. This 
mc:1ns th:11 wetlands h:tve a low commerci:tl 
value when :lSSCSl'd :is fam1land, the corollary 
of w hich is 1h:1t Lhcy arc no t wo expensive 
10 buy. A.c. :m interesting digression , wetlands 
;ire o ne or 1hc few n:1tur:1l :ire-as that can be 
purch :1!-icd. Mo untains, ri vers, stre1ches o r 
co:1s1linc and tr:Ic1s o r native bush arc, w ith 
some excep tions. 111os1ly lockt:c.J up or out o f 
rc:ach o f :111 hu1 the Govl'rnmem, but swamps 
can still he ho ught cht..,.Jply. The bird 
pnpul:tt ions or Lhe Pearce Wct13.nds give 1he 
l ie lO their rc..'l l value. I !ere Is the mos1 
impressive ancl impo nant aspl'ct to this 
m:1gnificenl ;1re:1. I wi ll s1;irt wi_th the w a~er 
species. O nt: o r 1hc most fragile o r :ill bird 
families, w:-idt.:rs need shallow :uc.-::1s th:11 ebb 
:ind now regul:irly. They nct:d w ide open 
spaces ro r sccurily :ind they need short grass 
swards for com for1. Som e o r our mos1 rare 
visito rs occur on these wetbnds. From 
Siberi:t come the rar-c:1s1er n curlews, the 
sharp t:1ilcd s:mdpipc r, g rcensh:ink (rare), 
lesser yellowlegs (r:ire) :ind 1he pcc to r:11 
s:m<.lpipcr. In all thirteen species of Arctic 
m igr:1111 w:iders occur ;I[ the lake, :is wel l as 
New Zealand :111d vagrant w :i.ders, 1hc 
n,;1jo ri1 y on 1he eastern sh o re: 1hc favomc:cl 

:Irt.-;I lx 111~ " nonh o ft he Oporua spillway" -
The Pc:u ce Wc1bn<.Js. The r::irc b lack still has 
been ~igh1cd here :inti the pied Sl ih is there 
in hundre<l.-.. Oy!)ter c:11chers, gulls, spur• 
winged plov,.:r'i, all arc common anti rogether 
wi th !he rarer :-.pecie!) they combine to make 
their p resence the mo!)! impon:1n1 f<.-::1 ture o r 
1hc Peirce Wetlands. 

O ne of the m:iin popul;nion.-, o r C:m:ufa 
geese in 1he North bland live on this 
propeny. As rc:1tlers will know, Ducks 
Unlimi1ed h:1ve a vested interest in 1he Nonh 
lsl:incl po pul:11ion o f these hirds and the 
several hundred th:11 live here were an added 
incemivc when purcha.~e was heing di,;cu,;
sed . We no w come tO 1he ducks. If 1hcrc arc 
any areas in New Zealand where you c:m sec 
more ducks at :m y time o f year, I tlo not 
know o f them. The amount of waterfow l is 
staggering, especially o n a windy d..:ly. 
Mallard arc present in their rhousands, 
shoveler wheel across the face of the wind in 
nocks o f fifteen or twenty. Grey teal flight the 
are:1 regularly in big numbers, grey ducks, 
paradise shclducks, hundreds o f bl:tck s-..1ans, 
li1crally thous:incls o r birds, all conccn1r:i1cd 
o ff the PC-Jrce area. They don·1 like the 
wes1ern shorel ine o f Lake Wairarapa, it is too 
deep. The sam e applies to Alsops Day :ind 
Kumeng:i and 1he cuto ff at the southern end. 
The waterfowl population on L'lke W:iirarJpa 
is concentra1cd fairly o ff the Pearce propcny. 
I will refer re:iders tO the map " figure 2" 
in 1he previously mcmioncd publication 
which sho ws the l:lkc divided into study 
areas. It is appropriate to quo1e fro m the 
book b y Moore, Ogle and Moynihan their 
comments regarding watcrrowl on the 
Pearce pro pen y. "Shore section S.4, north of 
Oporua Floodway, was numerica.l l y 1hc: 
mmost impon :1nt part o r the we1lan<ls in all 
seasons except summer, when i t was 
surpassetl by the aver:igc coum for S.12, 
western Allsops B:iy, because o f large 
numbers o r p:ir.tdise shellduck . In addition 
to high numbers o r the common hlack swan 
and m:111:ird. S.4 consistently had higher 

numbers o f the less commo n New Zealand 
shoveler , grey ll..&I, grey duck, p.indisc 
shelltluck , Canada goose and waders than 
mos1 0 1hcr pans or the wetlands. As for 
w:11erfowl, w aders were numerous in S.3 but 
particul:arly abundant in S.4 , espcciaJly 
during winter. Arctic migrant waders 
f:1voured this arc-..i and it also :mracted most 
species o f resitlem :ind internally migrating 
waders, creating a higher species-richness 
th:rn existed on other parts o r 1he shore." 
Why 1he Pc.irce we1lands arc favoured by the 
hirds i.s discussed in the book as follows. 
''The fact 1hat S.-i w2.s so po pular w ith most 
species or wa1erfowl and waders suggests 
th.:u lhis .irea ha.s special qualities no t found 
elsewhere. The most visible feature is the 
intricate mosaic of small pools o n ru1ive turf 
Oats between long back-w.11ers and w.tters o f 
the bke. This provides :i much larger feeding 
:.1ro, JY.lrLicularly o f shallo w wading 1.oncs, 
ttun in m her arc-as where smoother turf Oats 
meet w:ucr a1 :i s1r.1igh1er interface." R:ilrc 
pllnt ~pccics occur too :md bm~mists su1e 
tha1 the known non or the bke and wetlmds 
comprises 3 10 species, some rare. 

So 1hcrc ii L°', the story o f the Pc.arcc 
Wetland. The futu re for [he :irc.a is no w 
douhly safcgwrdcd .ind we will , with the co
operation o f ~fark Pearce, be conducting 
o rganised \' i..sits for interested members .it 
various ti mes. A management pl.an will also 
be dr.i:wn up •md 2 nunagemcm commiucc 
will he formed. Discussions with the National 
Trust will ll.<;0 take pbce. We h3vc :ippointed 
1'-fark Pc.i.rce as ~t:irugcr of Lhc property on 
a cby 10 W y tr.I.sis md he will control the 
gr.ving rc:gimc 25 wcU :lS oversee md c:ue for 
the ;m:~ in gcncr.11 As w ith the Sinclair 
\'('etland~. i t w ouJd nuke 2 magnificent arC:l. 
for wa1crfowl study :and research, so badly 
lack ing in this country ■ 

~ .._..,.__...a 

.11/JOl'Ji: P1M stilts m tb.: P .. :arc• W · 
I.T:fT: Canada CL·&· w · ' . ' L•tfands. This ar,u is \\ ' . 

m,~ tbcir way C'Ut mro th..: lak,·. :'7) zm;,maru for - ~ . 

FLIGHT 7 



ALL IN THE CASE OF DUTY: 
OR A HARD EARNED LESSON 

Wild c:us :m: amongst the 1110s1 dcs1ruc-
1ivc predators o f bi rdli fc . The following is 
:m cx tr.1c1 fro m :1 letter w ritten 10 her gr:md
fathcr h}' the d:rng htc r of a ce rtain wildlife 
ranger (who w ish<.:s tO rcm:1in anon ymous) 
and illustrates the h:1z~1rds of deali ng \vi1h 
such predat ors barch:mdcd. 

" The 11rsl thing is th:.n 1);1d can 't write to 
)'Ou :111y more, because his hand go1 binen 
b)• :1 c:11 . I bet you 're \V0ndcring ho w 0Jd 
gu1 biuen by ::i c u ! Well, i!'s J long s1ory, 
a sto ry thJt every doc1or on the \Vh::ing:irei 
Hospi t:1I Board prob:ibl y knows by now. It 
started ,vith D:1d skinning possums o n a big 
slope up on :1 hi ll. He saw J CJ[ thal he had 
been :tftcr for ages, running down the slope. 
O f course, it was wild, so he figured he 
\V0ulJ n ' t be ab le 10 ca tch it , even though 
it was :1 danger to the brown te-JI. Then he 
saw Mike o n the ground dircc1ing him 
lOWJrds a pa1cl1 in the grass, screaming Lhat 
it was still there. M ike directed him right up 
to 1hc CJI, :ind when he saw it he lore ::iftcr 

it unril he c:rngh1 it h:llfw:1y down the :-lope. 
\\'hen he c:1ugh1 il he fa.stenl·d his h:1nds 
:1rouncl its Ill-Ck . :md it fastened its H.:cth into 
his h:md. After :1 lung .s lru,!-.:,,.1-.:le of life :ind 
dc:uh he finally str.mgled it. There w:1_., :1 
c:nch lO it :111 , e\'en tho ugh he probably diJ 
s~nT some brown 1e 1I ducklings. The c:1tch 
w:is th:H he got ::in in feCted hand from the 
c:n bite, because the e n bite went so deep. 
So far he 's gone to two ho~pit:1I.s :ilrl';i<Jy. 
the \'\' h:mg:irei Hospital (where I was born) 
Jnd J loc:1\ surgery so,rn:whl're. His h:inU is 
s1ill , ·en· bad now. so he c:111 ·1 n: :1lh· do 
much :ii the m oment. .. · 

The lesson w:is well 1:ikcn :i~ a l:itcr lcuer 
from his wife shows: 

"C shm :inmher wild c:11 wJ:1v, with hi~ 
ldt hand which I thought ,v:L'i r.nher ck\TL 
He was check ing a ,·:illcy for brown teal 
"·hen Brock (his dog) scarnl this c:11 up :1 
1ree - so it ,vasn ·1 the dr:im:1 of the first 
t'\'Cnl . 

• 

~ ,;- •, 
.•, ,, . 
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In tilt.: l:1s1 issue of Ft1MIJI we k:uurcd 1his 
. - .. 1 b ut 1l1is rn:w p:1nor:1111:1 has cumt.: to 
j~':~~~I :ind is worth public:uion. The pbnning 
·mt! work o f 1\ l r Norman Marsh :ind Mr D:1n : 
johnson is olwious in the r hrnogr:1ph :incl 
n.:pn.:sl'nt ln1ndrt.:.ds o f ho_urs work by 1\ -~r 
_lo)rnson in p:1r 11cular. \'\' hen _ the :m.::1 s 
origins as :1 gr:1ssnl p:1clc.Jck w11h ::1 small 
str~:,m :1rt.: consiclen.:c.l . 1hc rcsuh is 1rul)' 
!--upcrb. ■ 

Reclaimed lagoon 
in old river bed 

Ducks Unl imited rccentlv fundc<l the 
restorat ion of a 2.5 ht:c larc '1::igoon in the 
Nonh~rn Wair:irapa . The art-a. was o riginal 
ly dramcd by a Catchment 13oard subsidv 
and w:1s well kno\vn fo r il5 grey duck 
population. Work was c::irried ou t using a 
digger and a bulldozer and coordinated by 
Ducks Unlimi1ed Director Allan Elliott. ■ 

Tix rcclairm:d ar~a filli nJ.: wilb water 

. , 

GEESE RELEASE 
:\ p oup o f kt"cn Ducks L"nlimncd mem

bers o me to the \t"J1rJ.rJpl in FcbruJry o f 
1988 ro g3thcr up some: 50 yo ung Ca rucb 
geese. The bards were the young from 1ha1 
b reeding sason :and the nu.Jes were co lour 
coded blue on thcu whue face patch md 
the fcnuks red. These birch were t:akcn =md 
rcle-J.Scd on dune bko in the ~ o nhcrn 
~!Jnawatu md the phOt CY§Jph.s show two 
o f lhc: " gJ.thcrcrs·· with rwo of the 
" g:uherecs·· going 10 the b.ke tn:lt is now 
1hcir new home. 

DON'T MISS YOUR COPY OF 

ROD& RIFLE 
MAGAZIN 
NZ's Premier Sporting Publication. 
• UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING • SEAFISHING 
• BIG GAME HUNTING • TROUT ANGLING 

FLIGHT 9 



DUCJCS UNLOUTED (NZ) JSC 

INCOJIIC AND EXPENDITUnE ACCOUNT 

ron_ TIIC YJ'.Afl [SDED JI MA'!Q!....l,88 

~ 

Sub::.c rlp! Ion" - Li fe 
- f'u l l 
_ ~upport<'r 
- Junior 
- frodf' 
• Spon~or 

TOTAL SUBSCII JJ'r1 0"'S 

PLUS ornLH INCO"IE 
Ad,·e rtl ,lnE lncO!!IC "fllJChl " 
AC"I 11nd Conrercncc l nco ... c 
Oon11 t I on , 
C rt1n ls - OOC 

• QEII Trus t 
I SSAC ~lltlllre Tru~t Open Ony 
Jntcrc1 t 

~;~ ~:: (~0 ::~\~rs:~~i.~r o t her 1t c1:1, 

l'j88 . 
3, 178 
8,C.29 

'" "" "' ,,, 
SI ] ,Si~ 

I, 700 
)2,587 
S" . ZSS 
JS ,ooo 
JS ,000 
l'j ,000 
7 . <;"9 

210 
1 'i . IS~ I 

6 ,86] 

1987 • 
1,C.80 

I0,07S 
IUO 
I 'J" 

I, ~91 
I, !Sl 

SI~ , 692 

2,262 
28 , 008 
211, "08 

'j ,081 
81 

211 
6 , ]Z8 

DUCKS UN LIMITED (NZ) INC 

INCOME ANO EXPENOITUA£ ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAn £.NOEO }I MARCIi 1988 

LESS EXPF.NOITURE 

Audit ond Accounu1ncy Feel 

::~:r~!:t:nd Credit Card Com111lss l on 
Depreciation 
Oupllcntlng Jnd Prlntl n i; 
Ge no r11l E11 pcns a 1 

~~~~;:~!,. ::~~~!~;:: 
"Or11ntfl" 
"Whlo" 
"Mu tll Swllll" 
" Wotl nnds" 
" S l nc lelr l,'ctl 11nd1" 

ACM 11,ntl Con rorcnco E11pcndl ture 
Tr~vellil'IE Ellpon,os • Boord fl\oet l n,::1 
rost 11ce 
Tolls 
Oper111 tons Ros11 11 rch 

1988 • 
Z,000 

56' 
", 198 
", 727 

1),675 
]07 

1,521 

21,226 
~7Z 

811] 
l 2 ,2)S 
14,]57 

,, ,801 
8 ,427 
I, 128 
1,756 

500 

lll'lfflc lnco~ .. 
Suntl ry lncom!'.' ] , Z~'l ')211 

TOTAL l!.XPENSES 192, S]8 

TOTAL I NCl'.»,IC Sl 93. 13) S82,00J 
EXCESS OF INC0'4E OVER EXPENDITURE 

DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) I NC 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

AS AT 31 MARCH 1988 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Be.nk 
Investment Account 
GST Recoverable 
Debtor s 
Ter m Deposit 
Stock - Books 

- Other Items 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Sinclair Wetlands Bank Account 
Sundry Credi t o r 
Bank Loan {Secured) 

WORKING CAPITAL[ ( DEFICIT) 

FIXED ASSETS 

NET ASSETS 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS AND RESERVES 

Balance 1 April 
Excess o f Income over Expend! ture 

Balance 31 March 1988 

Revaluation Reserve 

Note 1988 
s 

400 
6 , 700 

14,779 
25 ,000 
13,351 
1,130 
4,175 

$65,535 

44,292 
26 ,291 
70 ,000 

140 , 583 

(75,04 8 ) 

308,865 

233 , 817 

60,222 
100,595 

160,817 

73,000 

1987 
s 

3,490 
6,700 

26 , 654 
19,633 
1,300 
4,358 

S62, 135 

1,965 

1 , 965 

60, 170 

73,052 

133,222 

37,744 
22,478 

60,222 

73 ,000 

S233,8 17 $133,222 

f ~ z:. ' 
Chairman r;• . ~ ... ... <t:/4:'-0 ..... .. ... .... . Treasurer 
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1 100 , 595 

1987 • 
7'0 

" 
10 , ]'10 

'" 
l79 

3,815 
JO 

151 
{ ISO) 

8 ,6]8 
9 , 90') 

12, 2~7 
10,'j'j'J 

1,147 
1 , 072 

159,S2S 

1 22,"78 

Weather service cuts worry 
Oam:ige from cyclones :ind storms ~:1y he 
·ater in future hcc:iusc ?f cu1s 111 the 

~~~;llht:r fon:c:ist i~g st:rv!Ct:, says the 
~ktcorologic:1I Socic.:1y. . 

Meeting al the Agsc:ipc confcrcnc~ _ in 
l l::velock Nonh, mcm!)crs of th: society 
_ dem ned restructu ring, c~1t•b,icks :ind 

c.:on oscd st:iff reclundancic~ :11 the 
R; ~~o~ologic:i l Serv ice, S:l)'ing they wo~l<l 

1 _.,<.:. I IO :i deterio r:itio n in~the w c-Jthcr service. 
c.::.i.~.ll iS would give New Zc:1land less :idvancc 
w:irning o f wc:nher dis:LS.ters su:h as Cyc_l~nc 

13 1-1 w ith morec.kv:.ist:11111geffc.:cts to hfc.md 
~0·;cr t 1 , saic.J the society in a st:11cmc nt. 

P Llist n~onth 's Oudgct l~f~ 1hc Mctcorologi
c i l Service, p:irt o f the f\•11n1st~• ofTra.nspon . 
,~•ii h 20 pcrccnt less fu nds ~han l:tst year . 

Oircct0r John t-1ickm:1~1 s:11~ cuts to st:1ffing 
and progr:immes were_ 111cv11:1blc. . 

The service's we:11hcr ?bserv :111on 
network h:is shrunk hy o ne-1h1rd O\·er the 

_ st four vt-:irs :is 0th<.:.r Govcrnme111 
~·\:irtmemS :me.I local . hodil'~ h:1vc 
~,~!litlr:iwn ohser\':1t ion scrv1ct.:s which wcre 
p reviously free. _ _ _ 

i\kicorologic:1I Soc1<.:.t y prc.:s1<lent Jim 
i\h.:Gn.:gor s:iitl 1ht.: closure o: wc:11hcr 
;,hsl'rvation st:itions at \X1h:mgare,, T:1ur:_111ga 
and W l,:i k:u:m<.:. pu1 nortl~crn pans o l _1 h1.;· 
country :ll m uch gr~atcr nsk from trop1c:1l 
. ·doncs. ;\ nc.l now II h:id been announced 

~!tu o bserving st:Hions opcr:ucd hy the 

~irw:iys Corror-.11 lon for 1hc Mc1cnrt,l,;,~1 
Scrvlcc f~ce Ihc ;,xc. 

• " '1.'1!i~ w_ill comr,ounc.J prohltm, 2lrc-.1dy 
c.:xpc.:nc,.: nccd 1hro uW) the d rlicr m:.i,,,vc 
rcduc1 ion o f the oh\Crving network :;rnd 
p r_o1_x>scd ~~dgct :m<l s1:1ffing cut, 11 1he 
M1nist,ry of transpor t, " s:1id Dr McGrcw,r . 

Soc1ct)' mcmbcrs ur~cd the Government 
to recogn ise.: that " :m effec1ivc, cffkicnt :rntl 
adequately-funded comprehcn\ive rnc1cor
o l?,Sic:1I scrv ic~ is a n:uion:1I nccc:,~ity. 

Any n.:ducuon of 1hc nation's wc:n hcr 
serv ices would bc a gross erro r or ju<lgmcm 
:1n_d a very costly false t·conom)',·· mc.-mbcrs 
said. 

Kotuku seen at Henley Lake 
The sighting o f a kotuku (Whitt l-lcron) :11 

M:is1enon·s Henley L:ike has cxci1cd bird• 
lovcrs. 

The sigh1ing, hclicvcd 10 he the first. WJ.', 
made hy Mas1crton Ornithologic:il Society 
member Dr Ttnick Dennison. 

M;1s1crton Liccnsing Trust l3o:ird chairman 
Mr Ricky Long told yesterday's mce1ing 1hc 
sigh1ing h l d hciglucne<l interest in 1he Llkc . 

The potential for more and varied sojourns 
by winged visitors may be rL~Jliscd following 
the completion of rhc wc.:1 I:inc.ls area o f the.: 
complex, Mr Long s:1id . 

The publlc w i ll also have 1hc chance 10 

\'icw 1he hirdlifc popul:Jtion :11 I k nlcy, with 

f bc bmw11 teal boldmg Al'ltl')' a1 ]1111 Campbdls 

1hc provhion o f hide.:~ 1hro u)(.hou1 th e.: wct-
1:m<l., :1r<..1, :md with the :.ihcrn:1tive r:.i ising 
:m<l lowcrin;,: of ltvd., hct ween the lakes 
c rc:.atini litfal feeding 7JJtu;s for 1hc h ird'i . 
hfar<l rnemhcr Sieve Bl:1kcmorc sal<l. 

Bo1h Duck.., l!nlimitc<l and the wetland'> 
vx.Ie1y :1 re m.iking ;1blc C(mtrihu1ion,; 10 t he 
l::ikc\ :m r:.icurm\. 

The <lcvcf,iprnem ,,f thc fu ll l:1kc sys1cm i<; 
prr,.-1,1c,.,mY, he <,:.nd with hulldoi'.cr'i coming 
In u, hc;,)n :mo ther ph:t'ie ~>On. 

T·,i,•cniy d 1Hcrent v:aictin o f nowering 
1rcr, h :.i vc lx:-en p l:mre<l 

Ministers herald conseTVation 
corps 

YrJulh Afb1r\ ~hni, tcr t'hil Goff am.I 
Cn~r. .. ..,oon ~fml\lC:T Helen Cb rk bunched 
.i UJO')(;rv:itu,n cr1rP4" with J 2 25 millio n for 
pilu1 pruJe<..L\ ~L~tcr<.b y 

Thl' \'Olumecr co r f)\. modelled on :.i 

Cliif,,rni:1 -.chcme. ?,::1.-; dc.igncd to gjvc 
1x-ople .i~c<l 16 1r, 2j l ch2ncc to c.irrr out 
con.sc-r\'lt1<m prujectS. 1hc minisccrs ~:1,d . 

The corp,; w()uld Ix tc:Mcd during six 10 
12-monlh pilot pro1cct\ Jnd P'J,f"licip-.inL.; 
would be p.1id 2 lr21ning :.illo ..._:;mcc. 

O rg..inis:uions such as conscr\-Jtion, c~u
C-Jt ion and rccrc:uion groups, loo.I bodies, 
go\'ernmcn t dcp-..1nmcnts. ,\ bori trUSl:5 :.ind 
companies would be cxpcct.cU 10 conmhurc. 
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\X'urk could include trc:c-pbniing in 
cros1o n-,c;irrt:d arCJ.Sor on waste: ground in 
tuwm, fencing naun: forest and f>O-l control. 

Uut Opposi1io n J....\Soci,uc employment 
SJX.lkom:m Hoger Ma..n\.·dl .¼lid ll w:LS a pitiful 
rcspon~ 10 1hc gro win~ number of uncm· 
ployed 

With .i funds cc:ihng of s2.2; million it 
would otcr fur a maximum of :1. fl:w hundred 
JX-Opk. 

Dinner for Ducks Unlimited 
Tht· Ekct:1huna Ch:1.p1cr o f Duck:-. 

Unlimi ted r.1iscd sGooo for their wilcllift· 
prL-<;c;rv:uion cause at 1ht.: :111nu:il d inner hdd 
at Solwav P:1rk I lo td. 

Four 1huusam.l do/1:trs c-Jmc from :i c:1II 
:iuciion o f :1 wide v:1riCI\' <>f items :1.nU S2000 
from .i siknt auction. · 

Ten ovcr~c:L<t guc:;;ts wen.: :imon~ !ht.: 180 
r)(.:Of)k :11 1hc dinner. 

New bird protection role for 
pokier site 
The rollowing newspaper :inidc :ipp<.·:m:d 
In the W:1i rJrJp:1 TimD At:!C, 

A onn:.comcmious ~1rip o f wo rld
recognised wctbnds on the l-.c-rcrn l-d_gc of 
Lake W;1irJr.1p:.i h:tS been ~,·l·d :1.' :i home for 
birds. 

Duck.,; Unl imi1t.:d, :i n:.ition.1..1 w:nerfowl :ind 
wc1l:111ds coruerv:uio n group, h:is clinchc<l 
1hc purchase of I 50 ht-Ctln.-s o f l:ind once 
intended for a massi\'c stop-b,nking polder 
scheme :ind recllimcd dliry famlS. 

l..:irgc l r bcc:iuse of the arCJ·s high wildlife 
value, I he po ldcr scheme " -:lS ::ib:indon<.-d by 
the \Vai r::ir:1p:1 C::itchmcm Bo1rd thrn· yea.rs 
:1go. 

The nmiorul sccn:ury of Ducks t.:nlimi1td. 
Neil H:1ycs o f \'\'d lington. s;:11d tocby the 
org;:m.is:1tion pa.id SI 10.000 to secure the b.nd 
from Ka.hutJ.ra farmer .\tark Pearce. 

" \X'c clinched the dol ::iftcr lo ng ncgmi
ations. TI1c Depmmcnt o f Con...<c:rv:ition had 
:m o ption o n it bUl pulled out :md :-itr Pc::ircc 
accepted our b:ick -up o ffer." he ~id 

T he wctbnds. now to tx kno wn as t.hc 
l'carce wcLllnds, are rt.-cognL'-C'd JS one o ft.he 
best o f their type in the \\'Orld. 

Mr H:ires said they are :i s::inc tu:iry for 
arct ic ,v:1ders w hich migrate in thousands 

r IDJJh I 
c\"ery northern hemisphere winter 

" j\.ligr:11o ry bird, from Siheri:1 :m_d m:iny 
,~ian counirk s spend 1hl' Nt.:w Zc:1l:md 
summ<.·r months Jt the PCJrce we1bnLb Thl' 
spt.:cic.o; include..: the b:1r-1:11kd E!oJwit , thl' 
1c~~tr knot . the ~harp-uilcJ .s:mdp1per .md 
tht' J!Olc.kn plO\'<:r. 

' 'There :ire :llso :i l.irge numtx.:r <lf r.1re New 
Zc..-J.bnd birUS 1here including tht' ).!rl'y dud,, 
sc:1up. ).!rc:y 1c:1I :ind C:m:1d:1 ,!-:.ee.,c, .. Ju: :-.:1id. 

Tht· orµ:uu:-..uinn will con,uh with o thn · 
111:1jp r w1ldlik w oups 10 prodUCl' :1 111:111.l)-:l' 
llll"nt pl.111 for the Jlc1rn· ,,.l·tl:md:,.. 

Thi.; will i1woln: :Kens for om11holt1gy 
:inc.I rl-x-:1rd, .me.I :111 oh.-.cn·:nion lmk i, IO he 
built 10 gin· t·k-:1r ,·kw.-. m ·cr thl.' \\"l'tl:rnl1" 
which run fl)r 1wo k1hu11t'tre, :ilong the l.1kc 
ed),!C. 

Thl· wc1l.111cl , purdn,e ,,·.1.s the fir.-.1 10 ht' 
nu.de lw Ducks llnlimilnl whic..·h b :1ho u1 to 
l:rnnd1 · :mo1hn n:11 io nwidl' fundr:1i.-.ing 
,·l·nturl· :1ml llll'nlht'r.-.hip dri,·l· . 

Ducks l 1nlimitcd :1lrc:1d,· own, the..· world· 
rl'nnwncd Sincbir Wl·tb1ids near Ounl'din 
hich b r.mkcd in thl' ,, ·orlcl'.-. top It'll hut this 
,,-:b g1lkJ to thl' o rµ.:mi.s:11io n four yc1r:- :l!,!<J. 

Thl' opc:r:itions m:1I1:1gl'r for thl' \X',11r.1r.1p.I 
C.11chmt'nt llo.1rd. Sle\'l ' Ul:1kemorl'. ~tid thl'. 
hl).m..l wcko ml'.S lhl' purch:i.-.l' hy Dlll:k:,; 
L'nlimi1ell . 

Mr 81:ikemore .s.1id the po lllc.:r .'C'hl'ml' h:1d 
bn·n :1b:indoned ;ind thl'rl' w:i.s no l"Ollni1..·t 
wh:itl'\"l •r hc twccn the ho:ml :md till" 
we1l:1nds lll'W owner.-.. 

In f:Jc t the hoJrd h:t~ :i po licy which 
rl-cogni.scs thl' wildlife in the :m .. -J :ind wo rks 
towards hdpinf.! in ilS pro1ec1ion :ind 
cnh:11Kl·ment. ht: said. 

Hismric:tlly L1kc \X'air.1r:1p:1. :,.Jid :+.tr 
Ul:ikcmo re. used to nuctuatl· bctWl't.'n hcinc 
J dustbowl 10 :i huge noodt:d arc.. · 

This was in the cb,·s before lhl' lowl·r 
,-:illcy dcvd opment sCheme which m:my 
pcopk no w ft.:h h:id impfO\"l'd the l:ikt··.-. 
wildlife. he SJid. 

Ducks Unlimited ownership o f lht." Pearce 
wethnds should m:i.kc the o n:r:ill m:in:1gc
ment of 1...:ikc \X"airarap:i :i littlr l.-J.Sil'r. Slid ~Ir 
81:ikcmorc. 

Sponsorship for Royal Swan 
\'andcrbih Parfums o f Auckl:tnd have 

recemly sponsored Opi.:r.nion Roy::i l s ,v:in 
wi1h :i donation of 5800.00. They ha,·c also 

bn::ume Spon,o r Membns o f Duck:, Un
limited :ind h:1vc :1doptecl :1 p :ur of mute 
swan, :b the " \ ":111dcrbilt Sw:111,". M:irk 
i\'ewco mh :1cccptcJ thl' cheque at 1hc: pres!'l 
rdt.-:1,e of the Ill'\\' " \':mJuhih"' fr.1gr:111n · in 
Aur kl.md . Thl.' pl.'riuml.' fc:llurl.'s :i sw:111 
mnuf :ind Dud-., l 'nlimited pro\'idnJ :1 p:iir 
oi mute:,;,, .111, fo r thl' furn.:tion. Thq· !-ipem 
fo ur ho ur~ in the \X 'hite I I n o n Lodge .-.w1111• 

min!,! pool. which l1:1d hl'cn sui1:1bly ,·ege-
1:1ted w11h l fl'l ':-i :md fern,. :b :1 b:u.:kJrup for 
thl· lunclll·on, hdore hl'ing 1r:m:-ifl"rrnl lo 
Clt1rlie ~ltm1..·y :II l~u:1w:1i :Is p:m ufthl.' breed
ing pm,-:r.II11me. 

1988 DU NationaJ Raffle 
Results 

\X' innl.'r.-. of1hc 1988 n:1tinn:1I r:1llk. w hich 
w:t:, dr.twn o n :-:cptl·mhn ~ I :,.1, \\'l·re :1:, 

follow.-. . 
1 :--1 No 1111 S I t.111,un N:1p1cr 
2ml ;-.;o I IIH C:hff !lull I lpper I lun 
\rd Nn 5001 Su~l:md~ l 'ppt'r I lu11 
:1111 No-.!\.! :-Ohlrky 11.mll'II Tl LC:. Tl1k1:inu 
c;,h No \-.! .\ Grn· <inrdo n l hmt'dln 
(11h No ·+IN-l J A \\'1bnn Dunnlm 

Our nmµr:11u\:11ion.-. 10 lhesr wlnnns. 
(.)net' aµ:iin lhl' r.10k pro\'ed \'cry popular. 

wi1h :1rnuml HW'U or 1he DU mcmhcr~hip 
hu,·inl! :1 hrnik oi r:1flll.' tickt'ts. The gross 
inCon~l' w:1:,. lll':trl y S9 ,<i UO, wiIh a net 
illCL)nle. f1ir DU':,; Wl'll.111d pnljec1s. 1lf :-.ume 
s-.ooo. Both fi~mes hcin~ :1ruund S.2 .000 up 
on 1he 19~.;- rt'sults. Our th:111ks 10 :111 
mt'mhcr:- for their strong support :mJ Il1:1nks 
to M:uk Newcomh, the r:1mc organisn. for 
:ig;iin pl'rforming :1 superb job. 

11 i, l'Xpl-Ctl'cl th:11 the 1989 r:imc will :1g:1in 
promote wildlife ;HI . 

Minutes of the 1988 Annual 
Meeting 

h has been clt'cidcd th:tt AG~! minutt's ,viii 
no longer bl.' published in 'Flight". Any 
member wish ing to rl'Cci\'e :1 cop)' of the 
1988 AGM m inu1cs, prior 10 the 1989 AGM, 
should write 10 Bo x -14- 176, Lower llu11. 

1989 Annual Conference 
The 1989 Annu:d Conf<:rt' l1Cl' of Ducks 

Unlimi1cd (NZ) w ill be held :11 T l IC Tok:ianu 
o,·er July 8th :ind 9th. 1989. There will be a 

A LIMITED EDITION OF 250 OF WHICH 50 ARE SIGNED BY THE ARTIST 

ART PRINT 
I 

A SUPERB ART PRINT IN COLOUR OF A PAIR OF 
MALLARDS FROM THE ORIGINAL BY JANET MARSHALL 
SIGNED AND NUMBERED BY THE ARTIST --- $85.00 

NUMBERED ONLY --- $49.00 

IPlease send me a print(s) as indicated below 
I SIGNED & NUMBERED $85.00 NUMBERED COPY $49.50 
I I enclose my cheriue for $ All prices include P&P 
I or charge D Br,nkt;Jrrl Cl Visa (Tick one) 

Card No. Li _,._,_,_~~~ ~1~ 1~~.,_1 _,.1_,_ ~ ~.,_1~1 
Expiry Date 

Send to Glenys Hansen. R.D.3. Eketahuna;+I Signature 
Name ~\~~~v!~,:~".;'nf" plain paper or photocopy Address I 

~ --------------~------------- --- --------J 
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The Ro)'af Swan projccc has been om: of our 
most successful 

s1rlc1 limir of 100 people for dinner and 1hc 
registra tio n will be S50 per head. Members 
arc advised that the final d:lte for registration 
will be 31.5.89. 

Predator Control 
The FENN rraps for sto:u , ferrc:::1 and r:11 

contro l have been selling wel l. DU still has a 
l imi ted number of traps available: - for $20 
each; including GST & Post, from Box 
44-176, Lower Hutt. In• future edition of 
'Flight ' we will be publishing a comprehen
sive run-down on the use o f p redamr control 
traps, and o n the need to establish preda1or 
contro l p rogr::immcs in New Zealand. 

Sinclair Wetlands Management 
Plan 

Copies of the Pl•n have also been selling 
well and arc still avail:ib lc fo r 520 per copy 
from Box 44-1 76, Lower Hutt. 

Progress at the Sinclair 
Wetlands 

During Scp1ember a 1:irge lagoon was 
created in front o f rhc public v iewing lounge 
at the Sinclair Wetlands Educatio nal Centre 
:incl w ith a grain brc:1kf:i.st being provided by 
Ha rrie Sinclair a considerable number of 
waterfowl, of several species, have been 
encouraged to use the lagoon . Work has also 
s1ancd on the walkway 10 Lonely Island and 
it is ho ped that this will be finished early in 
1989. A viewing hide will then be erected on 
Lonely lsl,nd. Work will also shortly begin 
o n the series o f ponds which will eventually 
hold the large collection of cap tive w ater
fowl. 

Good numbers o f people are already visit· 
ing the centre and itS future as a majo r touris1 

1).U.ffew6 

Ill 
For friendly helpful service 
with all your banking needs. 

Westpac are proud to be Bankers 
to Ducks Unlimited. 

llle stpac 
We're here to help you. 

A registered prospectus may be obtained &om 
any branch of Westpac Banking Corporation 
in New Zealand. 
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:mnc11on is gu:1r:m1t·ed; but 1herc is s1ill 
much work 10 bc done. 

Membership 
Wdl known International Orni1hologist 

Mr Don Menon o r Cha1h:1m lsbnd bbck 
robin Fame has joincd D.U. as a sponsor 
member and Dr Duncan Sincbir, Presidcn1 
o r O.U. Canada has also joincd as a Iik 
member. The rcrn: wal r:11c has been good 
and Jinlc resistance h:is been relt from the 
incrt.".:LSCd membership kc for 1988189. The 
Otago Acclimatis:uion Society :dso sent S55 
for a sponsor mcmbership which \Va5 wdl 
recci\'td by 1IH.: Uoard. 

Operation Whio 
A5 a result or the comprehensive Blue 

Duck Managcmcni seminar held at the 
National Wildlife Cem re in April. 1he 
Rcscarcl1 Section or1hc Dept or conservation 
has produced a "ConscrYation Str:ucgy ror 
Blue Duck' ' . In booklet form, and compiled 
by Dr Muri.I)' Williams. the s1ratcgy has set 
down - n1e Rl•tJ.Sonsfor Concem, Nmio11al 
Consen 1atio 11 0/Jjectiv<•s, Compo 11ents to 
achil'ue Natio11nl Objt•clill<'S, Mannge11umt 
Procedu res, Researcb N<•eds, plus :1 series or 
appendices, which cover, Field :md Offict: 
Record Care.ls (for survey work), Timing and 
Techniques or Surveys, Capture and 8J.nding 
Techniques, Criteria for Population Enhance
ment, Criteria ror Choosing Si te for Popu
lation Enh:1nccmc111, Suggestions for Local 
Popul:11ion Enhancement, Bio logy of Blue 
Duck. :md Rlue Duck lilcr:nure. 

All in :1II :1 very \VCII prepared documcm. 
or panicular imcrcst to DU and its 

members is subsection 4 or the section on 
~-1an::igcmem Procedures. which co,·ers: 

"4. POPULATION ESTABLISHMENT 
AND ENHANCEMENT 
Purpose: - 10 attempt- cnh:m c;:c:mem or 

some cx.is1ing population iso
la1es and 10 a11emp1 Lhe estab
lishment or new populations. 

4A. Identifying Populations for En-
hancement and Unoccupied 
Habllal 
l)vring the 1988-1992 perio d no acti, •e 
cnhanccmt·m or cstablishmem is envis
aged. lns1e-Jd , this 1.ime period should be 
devmed 10 necessary preparatory work 
as sugges1cd below. 

Key Personnel: 
- A1 regional/distric1 1e,·e1, officers 

designa1cd responsible for blue duck 
surVC)'S and related blue duck man
agement ac1ivitics, 

- Conveno r , Blue Duck captive
breeding group. 

Principal Activities, 
(I) Identify exist ing small populations suit

able for enhancement or hab itat suitable 
for population establishment. 

(2) Identify• source o f birds for release !wild 
birds may be 1ranslocated from an 
existing healthy population wilhin the 
region, o r captive-reared birds may be 
releasedJ. 

(3) Prepare a local enhancement o r establ ish
ment plan in which all p lanned ac1ivities 
arc chronicled and costed (sec Appendix 
6 for guidelines). To provide inter
regional liaison, such plans should be 
available for perusal by Blue Duck Man
agement Li:iison Group. 
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t\.c il mu/ Sy ll'ir, 1/oyes ot lbe l;luc duel..· .-lt·imy fll /11(' ,1"i/djoll'I Trust Cc11tn• ol 
Arundel. 

Comments: 
( ! ) Identity of populatio ns suitable ror en· 

hanccment or locali1ics suit:1bll.' for 
popula1ion cst:iblishment :1.re likch- to be 
derived from rcgion /dislrin -· wide 
sur\'eys or blue duck dis1ribution and 
status. 

(2) \X1ild birds being considered for 1r:ms
location should be from :i large. \"i:1blc 
populaLion that is subjected to regui:Ir 
moni1o ring aside from those whid1 arc 
part or 1he regional moni1o ring schemt:. 

(3) C:iptive-re:ued b irds being considered ror 
relC1Se sho uld come from breeders par
ticipaLing in 1he captive-breeding scheme 
(see 4B below) and , where possible, be 
progeny or birds deri \'ed from within o r 
adjacent 10 Lhe watershed in which the 
birds arc to be released. 

48. Captive Breeding Programme 
There is a need ror 30 captivc.-rt.-ared 
birds to be a\'ailable annuaJly by 1992 10 
fuel initial enhancement/establishmen1 
programmes. 

Key Personnel: 
A 'Captive Breeding Group' comprising:-

(,) three members of Ducks Unlimited, 
one o r whom shall be convenor and 
shalJ be the DU nominee on the Blue 
Duck Managemem Liaison Group, 
and one or w hom shall be a par
ticipa!ing breeder, and 

(ii) Conservation O flicer (Protected and 
Endangered Spec ies), PES Uircctor
atc, Dept of Conservation, Ccmral 
O ffice. 

Principal Activ ilics: 
(i) T l1c Captive llrcccling Group sh:tll 
(i) produce :l cap1ivc-brccding plan to 

the s:1tisf:!c1ion o r the b lue duck 
.\tan:igcmt·nt Liaison Grour in 
wl1ich :1ims o f the progr:1mme and 
Clpti,·c m:in:igemcnt procedures arc 
outlined, 

(ii) identify :iv:1il:1bi\i1y and/or need ror 
breeding smck 

(i ii) selec t :md supply participating 
breeders, 

(i\') m:Iint:1in a register which records 
the o rigin o r p:u entage and breeding 
pcrfom1ance or all birds in c q)[jvity, 

(\') In consulta1ion w ith !he blue duck 
t,. tanagemcnt Li;1ison Group ini tiate 
release or 1990 :ind 1991 progeny 
onto ,1 selected river tO determine 
survival or captive-reared birds in 
1hc wi ld . 

(vi) Through the b lue duck Manage
mcm Liaison Group, maimain a 
liaison w ith all relevant regional 
offices o r DOC :ind, upon request , 
arrange for birds to be supplied ror 
enh::inccmen1/cstablishment pro
grammes. 

Timetable: 
- Captive Breeding Group established 

immediately at d iscre!ion of Ducks 
Unlimited. 

- Captive breeding p lan prepared b y 
June 1989 and participating breeders 
supplied wi th birds b)' 1hat da1e. 

- Trial rck-:1sc pl:m prepared by June 
1990. 

Comments: - runding of 1hc activi1ics of 
the C:ipl ivc Breeding 
Group and or the costs 
incurred by panicipacinr 
breeders sh.ill be by way or 

:-i11on:-.or:-.h ip :1rr;1ngct1 
1hrOUAh Ducks IJnlimi1cd " 

The S1r:11egy will be conirollcd hv .. A hluc 
duck ~l:In:Igement Li:1i:,,on Group" : in which 
DU wi ll h:1\'c :1 rqucscm:iti vc. 

The S1r:11egy rc:1lly er.inks up 1he hlue duck 
prc,er\·:11 ion progr:unme in :1 ,·cry 
111c:iningrul w:,y :ind w e :ire sure th:11 DU 
nH:mbcrs \\'ill be as ple:1scd :is the DU 
Direc1o rs to sec th is happening. From :1 
c::ip1ivt· breeding viewpoint we w ill nct·cl 
se,·cr:11 more members lO become involved 
in tile capti,·e breeding or blue ducks. Ir you 
:ire interested in joining the programme. :ind 
:ire prcp:ircd 10 ou1l:1y considerable runds in 
construct ing the required design or aviary. 
plt';ist: drop Neil Hayes a note a1 Box 44-1 76. 
Lawer I ll1tt . 1ranyonc would like :1 xeroxed 
cop\' o f the " Conservation Str:uegy, please 
send S 10 10 13ox 44-176. Avi:1ry requirements 
:ire being drawn up and we hope co publish 
1I1em in a ronhcoming issue o f 'Flight' . 
Blue Ducks in the UK 

\\:,l1ilst in 1hc UK during Sep1cmbcr. Neil 
I 1:iycs 111:1n;1gcd to catch up wi1h the only 
blue ducks outside NZ when he v isi ted the 
\X' ildrowl Trust's centre at Arundel in Sussex. 
Tht: Trust h:icl succcssrully reared one rem:dc 
l:tst se:Ison and had just imroduccd her t0 the 
spare m:ilc that w:1s on h:ind. Before doing 
this the Trust 's Cur:Iwr. Andrew Dawny, had 
decided that the m;1ll: should be removed 
from l1 is :1vi:1ry :incl imroducccl 10 1he rem:ilc 
on nt.:u tral 1errilory. This has obviously 
w orked cxtrcmdy wdl :1s lhc r :iir looked as 
thoup.h thq ' h:1d been together for yt..-ars. The 
brn:ding p:1ir also looked in prime condition 
:incl arc cxpec1ed 10 breed ::igain in 1he UK 
sprinp.. 
Captive Breeding of Blue Ducks in NZ 

No b reeding I1:1s yet been reported b y 1he 
rour DU members :1olding pairs o r blue 
ducks, but the N:uion:tl \V ildlire Centre is 
experiencing a Ycry successrul se:1son. 
I lopdully some birds will be avail:1ble ror 1he 
c.1p1ive brt·eding programme. 

OPERATION PATEKE 
Northland release 

A further release or brown 1eal cook pl:1ce 
:11 the 1\limiwh:ing:1ta F:irm P:irk in e:irly 
October, when ,i6 c:1p1ive reared birds were 
rcle:1scd . All o f the 46 being rcle:l5ccl direc1ly 
from the boxes and the others being released 
2 weeks later from ;m :1vi:1rv which had been 
crec1cd on si1c - :idjacent 10 1he l:1goon . This 
procedure :1II being p:m of 1he process IO 
ck1ermine 1he bes1 method o r release. 
Expcrimems h:1ve also t:1ken part 1his )1t.-:1r to 
determine 1he best 1ime or 1he year ror Lhe 
relc:L'ie or c;1ptive re:1red bro wn teal. Further 
experimem s will cominue next year when 
1hc 8 hectare l:ike on 1he Purcrua Peninsula, 
ne:Ir Kcrikcri, will be used as a release site in 
b1e Janu:1ry . 

The rcle:1ses :u M imhvhangata were ably 
carried out by Gr:111t Dumbcl l, Chris Smuts
Kenned y - Doc officer in charge at the 
Miniwh:111g.11a Farm Park, and Chris Bone 
DU member who farms dose 10 Mimi• 
wh:mga1a. 
1988-89 Captive Breeding Progress 

T his breeding season looks like being 
ano 1hcr very successrul one for brown 1cal, 
,vi1h Ron ~1l unro, Neil Hayes and Charlie 
Money rcroning in l:ite October. that they 

:~~•~!1~1\rc:u.ly rc:,rn l over .~o it-JI between 

By l:11e Ottr,hcr the mo\L or lhc hirc.1,; 
~~

1
•
1
~
1~vn J frr,rn Grc:11 B:1rricr lsbnd I:1,t 

~~c.:rnhcr h:1(,1 hecn n,k..k m:ncd :md d1'i• 
tr, .lllcd ~o mc.:r:nht:r\ ~ever:11 new YJrli• 
op.in~, h .1ve joincd ihc c:1pt ivc hn.:~dini 
f)rogr.1mme :ind we wdoime lhe w ·11 
h:111~ Wildl1fc Hc.,crve, C:hri\1<.hurch~ 1

1/wj 
~kC;1r1hy, ,\ \ururxir;1, :lll<l Huv-.c.:11 l ..an,.d,,~'~:r 
Ashb~non 10 the project. 
, _Q~n~. hy :JCcit~ent DI : i,;j .., m:rn:i,1.etl 10 
.1cqu1re .1 f~nher innux or hruY,' 11 ie;il from 
Grc:1t [3.imcr. In Septcmhcr rin: very , mall 
b~o,~~ tea! orph:ms were ,;;po tted hy a Grt-::.1t 
Barner I~1.mder. A mes\:1ge wa.\ rd:i.vt:d 10 
DoC Heg1011:1I Office in Auckbnd. froffi there 
to Gra.nt Dumbcll :md within Lhrec h(Jurs five 
ducklmgs had been c:iptured :ind <lclivcred 
to Hcr~1:1ge Park a1 Mt Wclling1on, where 1hq· 
arc bc111g reared. All in all a gr(-,U cxerci<,c in 
conserv:11ion and co-opcra1ion. 
Brown Teal in the UK 

Neil Hayes also caught up w ith brown 1c-.1l 
:11 sc,·cral Wild row I Trust ceni rcs in the t.:K , 

:1ncJ :11 Pe:1kirk he m:inagc<l to sec a cumplc1e 
dbplay m:uing. It is cx1rcmdy rare 10 sce 
hrown le-JI di.splaying ;m<l we can onl y 
:tS.,ume 1hey had ht-Jrd that Ncil I layes would 
he v1~i1ing. 

The W1ldrowl TruM cvntinues 10 hrcc<l 
~nod numbers o r b rown lL~JI and from their 
ccn1re JI M:1rt in Mere in Lancashire, pairs 
h:1vc hccn dbtributcc.1 lO local priva1c 
brecdcrs. 

11 w;L\ in 1979 th:n Ducks Unlimited scm 
hrown tt·:1\ 10 lhc Wildrnwl Trus1 - as part 
(>f :i <,;1rt:ty mC"J5iure for the p rcS<.:rv::.Hion or the 
~pccin. 
OPERATION ROYAL SWAN 

The ncw:, from l'rD iden1 .Jim Campbell, 
1-; that hi~rr.iir or ~1u1c·~ hJ\'C again done thcir 
1hin,. for 1hc ~ Lond yC".1r running when they 
h:nchcc.1 fi\'e cygnets in c.-Jrl)' November. Last 
yC3r lhc p-.iir rt."'Jrcd rour in their first breeding 
\Cl'iQn. tfJ gjvc our Roy:a l Swan projec1s a 
g.rot ~t Several oihcr p-Jirs wi1h 
member,; have -al~o been rcponcd as sining 
on c~ The ~A·.iiting IL\t is still fairly long. but 
we .ire gctting 1hrough it. ■ 

D.U. SALES DEPARTMENT ORDER FORM 

Plense allow approx - 3 weeks for deht'f!ry 

To Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Inc. 
Cl- Ms D.M . Pritt 

Dcl U! 

Smiths Rd 
OHAKUN£ 

Please post me tbe /of/owing (all p rices 111dude postage & G.S.T.) 

A coloured key to tbe \flaterfowl of tbe IX'b r ld S/1.00 
Ducks Ponds & People S/1.00 
\l'lildfowl Mmwgeme,11 on lnlmul U'.ilfers S/5.40 
Tbe Ducksbooters Bng S l.70 
Tbe 1-/nwaiian Goose S24. 75 
Game Bird H1111ting Sl.70 
Managing Wi?lfands S2J.65 
N.Z. Birds S/ /.00 
D. U. Jersey (state size) S75.00 
D.U. Badges S5.50 
Ducks Unlimited ( N. Z.) Decals SI.IO 
D.U. Caps (One size fits all) S22.00 
VHS Video (River in Question) S64.90 
Bic Pens Bax S6.G0 
D.U. Flags (62cm x 44cm) S-10.00 
Key Ri ngs S4.50 
Kc.1y Ring Nail Clippers S4.00 
Tea Caddies SJ .75 
Teaspoons S4.00 
lei/er Opc.~1ers S4.50 

r -------------, I ENCLOSE MY CHEQUE FOR$ ........................ ...... ...... IN PAYMENT 

I PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISNBANKCARD/AMEX/OINERS I (Delete 10 suit) 

I CARD NO .. .. ....... EXPIRY DATE ... ··········•· ···••· ····· . ... I 
NAME (Please print) .. .. ........... ..... .... . ........ ... .... ..... . .. ....... 

I I ADDRESS .. .. . ....... . . . •· ·· ...•.. .... ... .... ...... ········••• ...... .. ........ 

L .... ....... .... ...... ·····•·· ....... .............. ~·~··~·-J ----------
FLIGHT 15 
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