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Cover photo: At the opening of the Sinclair Wetlands Educational Centre, Horrie shows Sir Paul Reeves the wetlunds.

Photograph by Neil ITaves.
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1888 has to be one of Ducks Unlimited's
more imprassive years. Having attended the
cpening ceremony of the Sinclair Wetlands
Educational Cenire on S February, we can
only be inspired to continue with develop-
ment alongsida and within the wetland area.
The enormous effort by afl involved with the
building is, I'm sure, well rewarded by the
most impressive complex that Is very near
completion, and is a fine tribute fo Horrie
Sinciair's foresight and dedication to retain
cne of the world’s finest weflands,

Horrie will be moving in within a few
weeks and will then be readily available 1o
host the jncreasing numbers of visdors.
Landscaping and planting will be a priority
this season, and we look forward to the QEIl
National Trust's iandscape axperts’ pians in
the near future.

We cannot become complacent ar this
point for nationally wetiands are still under
threat, and we are thankful thaf we have
mambers such as Ann Graham !o remind
us fo be aware and walchful, as we rely on
our members to keep our directors informed.

Grant Dumbell is now well inte research
on Pateke in Northland, and aiready has
some very significant findings to report.
Grant's abilities and information were wit-
nessed on a recent visit o Great Barrier
Island by seversal Directors and supporters
of Operation Pateke.

In closing | must reiterate, that without the
support Ducks Unlimited has received from
the NZ Wiidlife Service. QEN Nationai Trust,

_ oL W B )
Dr Philip Tortell, Director of Protected Ecosystems and Species, presents

Jim Campbell with DOC’s $20.000 chegue towards the Sinclair Wetland

development.

Department of Conservation, Tourism and
Publicity, Isaac Wildlife Trust, Ornitholcgical
Sociely. Otage Acclimatisation Society.
Norman Marsh, Cierk of Works, 8ill McLay,
Architect, Stephen Loach, and all other
associated organisations, we could not have

achieved such a tremendous result in
Otago. | thank all involved with their contri-
bution of labour. expertise, machinery. and
support for this magnificent Educaticnal
Centre, which is certainly a dream come
true for Horria Sinclair, &
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5th FEBRUARY 1988 — AN HISTORIC DAY

FOR DUCKS UNLIMITED AT THE

SINCLAIR WETLANDS

n front of well over 350 Ducks Unlimit-
ed members and guests, the Sinclair
Wetlands Educational Centre was offi-

cially opened by His Excellency The |

Governor-General, the Most Reverend Sir
Paul Reeves, on Friday 5th February at
3.00pm.

In addition to Sir Paul and Lady Reaves,
DU was honoured to have so0 many people
present. The large gathering included: Mr

E.C. Hayes the Mayor of the Bruce District, |

Sir Clifford Skeggs the Mayor of Dunedin,

Lady Diana Isaac of the Isaac Wildlife Trust, |

Peter Elworthy — Chairman of the QEIl
National Trust, the MP for Dunedin West
Clive Mathewson, Noel Hellyer, Julian
Rodda and John Andrew of the Dept of
Conservation, Niall Watson of the Otage
Acclimatisation Society and Alastair

Cameron of the Taieri River Trust. DU mem- |

bers attended from far and wide and
Dunedin turned on a glorious day, with not
a cloud in the sky.

Prior to opening day Bill McLay, DU's
Clerk of Works, and his team of workers had
worked madly to get the building ready in
‘time for the opening. And what a great job
they have done. The octagonal shaped
building, designed by DU member Steve
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BUGKS UNLIMITED (NI iNe n
THIS SINOLAIR WETLANDS EDUCATIONAL
ENTRE WAS OFFIBIALLY OPENED ON
THE 5TH OF FESRUARY 1888 BY
WS EXCELLENGY THE GOVERNOR-CENERAL
ThE MOSY REVEREND BIR PAUL REEVES cons cove

S

; The plaque — manufactured in Lower Hutt by DU member Malcolm
Kingsford and generously donated by him.

Loach, is quite magnificent — far larger
than DU Directors envisaged. The man-
ager's residence is complete — with two
bedrooms, office, lounge, kitchen and
laundry. The public viewing lounge is also
finished, subject to the visual static displays
being added. The toilet and shower facili-
ties have been completed in the visitors' ac-
commodation, but bunks and cooking
facilities have still be added. The other
modules will, in the short term, be used as
workshop and garage facilities, but will be
developed as tea rooms and research
areas as required.

DU President, Jim Campbell, was Master
of Ceremonies for the opening which was
started off by Mayor Hayes welcoming
everyone to the district. This was foliowed
by a fine address by Jim, in which he paid
tribute to Horrie Sinclair — whose energy
and vision had made the day possible. Jim
also commented that as an organisation
DU had much to quack about and he paid
tribute to the DU membership and to the
many organisations who had assisted with
finance; particularly the QEIl National Trust,
the Dept of Tourism and Publicity, the Dept
of Conservation, the NZ Wildlife Service,




Horrie and Jim admire the flagpoles.

the Otago Acclimatisation Society and the
Ornitological Saciety of NZ. He went on to
say that the work had to date cost around
$200,000.

During his address the President also
mentioned the plight of the brown teal at
Okiwi Station on Great Barrier Island and
about the need to preserve weilands.

Peter Elworthy, Chairman of the QEIl
National Trust, was the nex! speaker and
he commented on his arganisation’s joint
manzagement of the Sinclair Wetlands with
DU. He also provided information about the
National Trust and about Open Space
Covenants.

Mr Elworthy was followed by Bill McLay
who y“»i(lca“y thanked all the local
tradesmen and suppliers of materials, and
those wha had donaied various items for
the building

His Exceilency the Governor-General
then addressad ne gathenng, 3ir Paul said
that wetiands were numbersd amongst the
greatest resources and 25sais of our coun-
try, and that we drain them at our ;.:r 1 Wet
lands, he said. were 2n essental pan of
wildlife conservation and that na*»' ac-
cess to wetlands was an assst

Sir Paul also commented on the need o
protect the NZ Brown Teal and that the DU
Educational Centre would stand as z tnb-
ute to Horrie Sinclair.

His Excellency then unveiled a2 solid

Guests make use of the irapressive baicony in front of the viewing lounge.

brass pIaUJe and read is wording o the
gathering. Sir Paul then cpened the mas-

sive gates to the couriyargd and with Lady
Reeves went through 1o inspect the facil-
ties; closely followed by the total gathering.

Aftemoon tea was then served 1o ajl
present and everyone had planiy of time
chat o their Excellencies. who were T/‘.f.‘
displaying their DU lapel badges.

TV Cameras were in action for some con-
siderable time and we were foriunaie ©

have around three mmutes on the late news
the same evening.

After around two hours at the building
their Excellencies were escorted o view the
wetlands, initially from the jetty and then
h on one of the adjacent hills
Our honoured guests then deparied for

Dunedin airport. having spent well over two
nouT rr:. N&-‘g"&ﬁb

All: a great day for Ducks Uniimited
eng ago .
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Bill Clinton-Baker

hat a difference when one is
wwcky enough to have one’s

house overlooking 2 pond.
Having recently built a house in such
a situation, | thought | would like to
share some of the happenings auring
the first breeding season.

Sept 2 Got 2 male and female brown teal
from Jim Campbell. These hid up in the
rushes for the first five days, but when they
appeared were firmly bonded.

Sept 7 Young ducks reared last season
released onto pond. These are:— Two pair
Chestnut Teal, two pair Carolina, a pair of
Grey Teal, two female Shoveler, a female
Australian Shelduck, a pair of Cape Bar-
rens, two Black Swan, two Canadas and
five Grass Whistle Tree Duck. Four of these
were reared last season but in the Autumn
three of the two pair of adults disappeared
— wild cat? — but managed to caich the
remaining one.

Sept 14 Pair of wild Shoveler flew in.

Sept 19 A male Tree Duck arrived from
the Wellington Zoo. The enly one there and
we hope it may pair with one of the young
females. Released him after dark — prefer
to do this with new birds so that they can
escape the attention of hawks & get settled
before daylight.

Sept 21 Tree duck has not joined with the
resident five. This unusual as they are very
gregarious birds. Urban v Rural!

Sept 23 Zoo Tree Duck displaying with
a Canada Goose — 'beak dipping’ & ‘heed
pumping’ — has he been away from his
kind for too iong?

Erected five nest boxes — a bit late, Wad-
ed ou! to the swallow nesting tray {see pho-
to). They have half grown young.

Sept 26 A Wild pair of Grey Teal already
inspecting nest boxes.

Oct 2 Goose and ‘City Slicker still
displaying,

A Kingfisher has taken up residence.

DIARY OF A

POND

| Carolina Wood Duck
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Brown Teal male is on his own — sure sign
that she has nested and started to sit.

Oct & Brown Teal copulating though she
has been sitting for several days — ducks
must also do it for fun.

Oc! 14 Came onto the Canada just as
she had laid her first egg — just a depres-
sion in the ground, but by evening she has
covered it with grass. Young swallows have
left nest & are being fed on fop of tray by
parents. They fly strongly from the first.

Brown Teal female not seen for several
days — she usually comes off at feed time.
Perhaps coming off at night?

Oct 20 Canada has three eggs — they
appear to lay every other day. Eggs now
well covered with mixture of grass and
down.

Carolina has three sggs.

A wild male Shoveler has flown in —
chases the two females who do not
respond.

Oct 28 Male Shoveler starting to pair with
ona of the famales? Swallows have second
clutch of eggs. 'City Slicker still a loner.

Nov 1 Watched the male Shoveler and
one of the females in a pairing display. Both
birds repeatedly dived with head pumping
when surfacing. By the evening both were
feeding close together and appeared
paired.

Still no female Brown Teal — fear she has
been predated though no sign of feathers,
Shovelers firmly bonded and frequently dis-
playing.




Swallow Tray. The mud nest is stuck underneath in a corner. A group of
five Tree Whistlers and Mountain Duck on raft.

Take Carolina eggs to a bantam.

A wild but fairly tame pair of Canadas
have flown in. Quite a jurore with the resi-
dent brides.

Nov 15 Another Carolina sitting on twelve
eggs. She is a good 'egg coverer so will let
her hatch a few eggs herself. Ducks seem
to vary in egg covering — covered eggs
keep warm for at ieast an hour.

aw most of ducks following something
in the grass some way from the waler
Found this to be a hedghog — would they
also have followed a predator such as acat
or ferret?

Nov 23 The paired female Shoveler is
sometimes missing. so hopefully is laying.
Twao of the tree ducks seem 10 have paired
and are sometimes separate from the five
and think may have been copuiating This
union very incestuous but with the small
number in the country fear this is inswizbis

Nov 29 Shoveler definitely sitting. This
is the only one which has nested Of four
pairs on the other ponds, not one has i2id.
Seasonal? — we had a very warm and dry
Winter.

Nov 30 Shoveler came off at feed time
and was able to watch her back to long
grass at far end of pond. Have naoticed that

the males are very attentive when their
mates come off to feed and ofien follow
them part of the way back ot the nest. Must
get bantam ready for her egas.

A single Shag now spends most of the
day at the pond. Watched it fishing or
frags; it dived, caught and swallowed = Fog
every thirty seconds and this went oo o
some five minutes. I then retired icons oF
the fioating platforms with, one would haws
thought, indigestion.

. Dec 2 Second family of Se=lions fiaes
own.

Shag sits in the sun wah wocs

ciose o the bank. Feanng 2 predat ook
the om cown. Tt Sund 7= 3f was only
& puksko. Nics o have 2 fow around but
they are said 10 =%e eggs & duekiings.

Dec 9 G=t 3 maie Ausiralian Shelduck
{(Mcuntain Duck) fram Ron Munro who is
cne of the f2w psople who can breed them.

Carolina I've left with some eggs is
chipping. .

Dec 11 The 'Mounties' are paying no at-

tention 1o each oer — hopes = = =0
tition of the Cay Sioeex

Femziz Carmfre S e el — o
three had hateies £ s ooer oF

Dec 12 Cardlins Ty o0 waier & S
ng =S — e e e se oa = Sy
Zhars whcs = Soorsng Moomes sooeer
D bave pemed & Seding oS oo
== o= Oy Sicher = corsoong Wi =
Sk Sea

Dec = Conies Ty 3= mia0. Sough
2hawk = oaed T= oo A srs Tese
=y 2 I EmperEmeTt — Some i3ke
SucREngs. oot

== 4

4=n € Ss=liow's $rT =iy n=iched &
o= Towe
J== 22 SeSow= fowm — SO thes breed-
QD o= Tave =iseC oursen young in three
chirhes

TS DOngs the se2s0n 10 3 Ciose — as
ever, with s successes and disappoint-
menis 1 has been a peor breeding season
for everything except Carolina which have
been vary prelific, Tree Duck did not breed
but as most of them are juveniles did nat
really expect any resulis. Once again the
Mounties have done nothing (have another
pair on the top pond). Next season intend
to have both pairs on the house pond in the
hope that a little competition may produce
results.

The City Slicker is still shacked up with
a female Black Swan. ]




CRITICISM AND

and member Ann Graeme levelled

criticism at Ducks Unlimited. Qur reply
to Landcorp in respect of an article about
Okiwi Station on Great Barrier island is
printed below, together with our comments
to the points raised by Ann Graeme.

“Dear Mr Menzies,

Thank you for your lstter of October 14th
regarding Landcorp, Brown Teal and Okiwi
Station. It was good to hear that our jour-
nal is being well read and we will be
pleased to publish your letter in Flight.

However, ducks Unlimited makes no
apologies for publishing Ann Graeme's
articie as it has been our experience —
over many years — that most Government
agencies have completely failed ic appreci-
ate the intrinsic value of wetlends. And
many valuable wetlands have disappeared
from Crown iand.

it could well be that land management
thinking is siowly changing, and it has cer-
tainly changed amongst our many farmer
members: but are we safe fo assume that
Landcorp have adopted. and are putiing
into practice, the Crown Lands Wetlands
Policy?

For 12 years now Ducks Unlimited and
its members have spenl many thousands
of doliars attempting to save the endemic
brown teal from extinction, and when, in
some areas, its survival is left largely in the
hands of commercial organisations we
have every right to be cencerned.

For example, a few weeks ago Ducks
Unlimited (at great expense) released a
number of captive reared brown tea!l at the
Mimiwhangata Farm Park, near Whanga-
rei. The part is farmed by Landcorp and it
was extremely disappointing and frustrat-
ing for us to see several swampy gullies
with recently dug ditches through them. It
would have been of far more value — to
farm management and to the survival of
brown teal — to construct smail ponds in
each gully rather than drain the areas. Such
activity as draining these swampy areas is,
of course, completely contrary to both the
Crown Land Policy on Wetlands and to the
recently announced Government Wetlands
Policy.

So we are sure you will appreciate that
until the occupiers of Crown land make a
significant contribution towards the preser-
vation, creation and enhancement of wet-
land habitats, caring New Zealander's will
continue to express concern about such
areas when they are being managed by
Landcorp or similar organisations.

Nevertheless we thank you for your com-
ments and we hope that our two groups can
establish a successful working relationship.
Yours sincerely,

FN. Hayes 21.10.87"

'n the last issue of Flight both Landcorp

COMMENT

= s e A

now protected by Reserve status.

AND IN RESPECT OF DUCKS
UNCOMMITTED? (also from
Neil Hayes)

“| was interested to read Ann Graeme’s ar-
ficle in the last ‘Flight’ and it's pretty obvious
that in some instances we have failed to
keep members fully informed about DU's
efforts t0 preserve NZ's wetlands. In its
short history DU has in fact helped to
preserve a number of priceless wetlands,
and contrary to what Ann has been lead to
believe we have been battling to preserve
Okiwi Station and other vital Brown Teal
habitat on Great Barrier Island — since the
mid-1970's. And certainly long before some
organisations knew what a brown teal
was!!! In respect of the Whangamarino
Swamp DU has not only been battling to
stop drainage it has also been helping to
restore previcusly drained areas, to the
tune of several hundred hectares. Such
activity is surely of vital importance 10 the
survival of waterbirds.

Of course, DU's success lies in its abil-
ity to get things done. quietly and efficient-
ly, and to work with people — rather than
against them.

A few DU successes which have
gbviously not been apparent to Ann have

een:

1. The 12,000 hectare Waihola/Waipori Wet-
land Management Reserve in 1979 —
DU played a major role at ministerial
level in helping place reserve status on
the area.

2. DU played a major role in creating pub-
lic awareness of the value of the
Manganui-a-te-Ao  River; prior to the
water-right applications of the QEIl
National Trust in 1982,

3. DU and the owners of Te Hopai Station
were solely responsible for instituting the
project which saw the 30 hectare Home
Lagoon saved from drainage and re-
stored to its former glory.

4. Since 1978 DU has spent hundreds of

Lake Kohangatera at Eastbourne. Wellington, one of two Eastbourne lakes

thousands of dollars preserving, protect-
ing, creating and restoring close 1o 1,500
hectares of wetlands — from Northland
to Otago.

5, Just recently DU played a major role in
ensuring protection of Lakes Kohanga-
tera and Kohangapiripiri near \Weliington,
and the establishment of Wildlife
Management Reserve status over these
lakes and their environs.

6. It was because of DU's work in the pro-
motion of wetland habitat that Horrie Sin-
clair decided, in 1984, to gift his priceless
315 hectare wetland property to Ducks
Unlimited.

| 7. Inits 14 years of existence DU has spent

[

a great deal of time making hundreds of

submissions in respect of wetland pro-

tection (| know because I've written 99%

of them) and we have aiso appeared at

many hearings — only recently Diane

Pritt represented DU at the NWASCO

hearing in respect of the Managanui-a-

te-A0 River conservation order and Hor-
rie Sinclair represented DU on the con-
servation order hearing for Lake

Tuakitoto. Of course, these efforls are

rarely reporied. But thers is little doubt

tht for the size of the organisation, and
remembering that DU employs no staff,

DU does in fact perform miracles. By way

of contrast, the R,F & B P Society

employs 10 full time staff.

| can assure Ann that DU has been long
awake to the fact that our captive rearing
programmes have no chance of success
without habitat in which 1o release the birds.
Of course, our complex at the Sinclair Wet-
lands is designed to educate the public to
a wider and greater appreciation of wet-
lands and waterfowl.

Hope these brief notes help to clarify
DU’s position.”

(Ann Graeme is one of DU's major Brown
Teal breeders and is also a prominent mem-
ber of the Royal Forest & Bird Protection
Society). B

8
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D.U. NEWS

he highest tender received for the

' limited edition Browing AS shotgun

was $2.800. This was not guite as

migh as the DU Diractors would have liked.

but as the money was urgently needed for

the Sinclair Wetlands the tender was ac-
cepted.

We would like to thank DU in the USA
for the generous donation of the shotgun,
DU Inc's suppr! of DU (N.Z.} has been one
of the main reasons for our successes 10
date,

1988 NATIONAL RAFFLE

Prizes for the 1988 DU National raffle will

be:

1. Original waterfow! painting by Janet
Marshall

. Limited edition wateriowl print from DU

USA

Pair of binoculars

. Camera

Waterfowl book

. Waterfowl book

A book of tickets will again be sent o

sach member in June and Mark Newcomb

haf;s again generously offered o run the

raffle.

ENVIRONMENTAL QUANGO REVIEW
DU made three submissions in respect of
the reviews of environmental guangos —
one on the future of the QEIl National Trust,
one on the future of the Environmental
Council and the other on the future of ac-
climatisation societies. DU has had close
associations with all three groups and has
supported the retention of each organisa-
tion. but with the Environmental Ceuncil
and the acclimatisation societies DU has
made constructive comment on how the
structure of these two groups might be im-
proved. Copies of these submissions can
be obtained from PO Box 44-176 on
request.

PREDATOR CONTROL

For some years now DU philosophy hias
been that waterfowd predators — siosts fer-
rets, rats and feral cais — should be slimi-
nated from the NZ landscape It is thessicre
encouraging to see maore and more meTr
bers with waterfowl coliections doing ser-
ous predator conirol work, In Norifiand

Daw N

The Mark 4 Fenn Humane Trap.

Park Ranger at the Mimiwhangata Farm
Park, Willie Bearman, had been eliminat-
irg feral cats around the two lagoons used
for the release of our captive reared brown
teal, as a result of which our birds are do-
ing well at the park.

To assist predator control programmes
for stoats, ferrets, rats and hedgehogs
(hedgehogs are a real menace to the eggs
of all ground nesting birds). DU has avail-
zble a limiled number of the famous
English FENN trap. These are available 10
members al $20 each, including GST &
postage.

Full instructions are sent with each order.

For feral cats we recommend the hu-
mane possum trap, which is available from
your local farm supply merchanl. Without
doubt the feral cat in NZ is the ultimate
menace to our birdlife and not only would
DU like io see a mass extermination pro-

gramme but also far tougher penalties for
people caught releasing cats into the wild,

MBE FOR DU MEMBER
All DU Members would have been delight-
ed to see the name of Ralph Thomas
Adams appear in the New Years Honours
list. Raiph was awarded the MBE for his
outstanding work as Director of the NZ
Wildlife Service. Ralph retired from the
Wiidliife Service last year 2nd was Direc-
tor for 9 years. During his period as Direc-
tor Ralph was responsible for a number of
very successiul endangered bird recovery
Brogrammes, notably the Chatham Island
obin, the Kakapo, the Takehe and, of
course was responsible for heiping estab-
lish DU's highly successful captive rearing
programme for the brown teal. During his
30 plus years with the Wildlife Service he

| also did much teo establish the high profile
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of the Service. not only within NZ but
throughout the world.

Ralph was also instrumental in helping
the establishment of Ducks Unlimited in
NZ. and in the early 70s, attending many
of the early formation meetings. it was in
fact Ralph who suggested the name 'Flight’
for our journal.

Ralph is now our Honorary Wildlife and
Wildlife Habitat Adviser and Ducks Unlimii-
ed congratulates him on this richly
deserved recognition of his contribution to
NZ wildlife.

MEMBERSHIP
Hortie Sinclair MBE has now reached his
200th recruit for DU, Horrie started to seri-
ously recruit members on the 13th of
October 1982 and his achievement is a fine
example 1o ail.

INSURANCE SPONSORSHIP

DU Directors are defighted 16 announse
thai DU has entered into a sponsorship
agreement with National insurance over the
insurance policies covering the Sinciair
Wetlands Educational Centre.

GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM THE
ISAAC WILDLIFE TRUST

Readers of ‘Flight' will have noted details
in the last issue about the excelient open
day at Peacock Springs — 10 raise funds
for DU's wetlands work. Gate takings for the
day were $15,000 and DU expected tc pay

all expenses, such as advertising, support |

services, and so on. So when a cheque for
$15,000 arrived from the Isaac Wildlife
Trust, DU Direclors were overwheimed by
the Trust's generosity. We certainly thank
Lady Diana Isaac and all the staff of Isaac
Construction for their fantastic support.

DU WILDLIFE RESEARCH STUDY
AWARD

Earily last year CU esiablished its Wildlife
Research Study Award, whereby up 0
S$3000 wouid De awarded annuzlly fo
University based wildlife research projects.
Four applications were received — one for
funds towards 2 PhD research project on
Canada geese in North Canterbury,
another for an MSc student to study the eu-
trophication of lakes in Otago and its sffect
on the Biack Swan popuiation, another for

VBN
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High Gun.

$2.
Postal entries accepted.

DUCKS UNLIMITED (N.Z.)INC

5th ANNUAL NATIONAL CLAY

TARGET CHAMPIONSHIPS

TAUPO GUN CLUB GROUNDS
FRIDAY 15th July 1988 — 9.00am
SATURDAY 16th July 1988 — 9.30am

PROGRAMME

Friday 15th July
25 Tgt 1988 DU (NZ) Skeet Championship
25 Tgt 1988 DU (NZ) Sporting Championship
10 Pair 1988 DU (NZ) Double Rise Championship — Holder: M Havill
20 Tgt 1988 DU (NZ) Sparrows Championship
25 Tgt 1988 DU (NZ) Singie Barrel Championship — Holder: G McPhee

Saturday 16th July
25 Tgt 1988 DU (NZ) Points Score Championship — Holder: J McMillan
25 Tot 1988 DU (NZ) Single Rise Championship
15 Tgt 1988 DU 5 man Chapter Teams Champs.
50 Tgt 1988 DU (NZ) International 10 man Team shoot.

All events graded A B & C. Sash & Silver Fern to HOA winners. Grade
winners receive medals. Sash also for winning team members and HOA

Entry $10 per championship event, Targets 18¢c, Sweep $5. HOA High Gun

Accommodation at competitive rates available at Adelphi Motel. Your
hosts: Fay and Gordon Clark. ph 87-594.

Annual Ducks Unlimited dinner and auction held at Wairakei Hotel on
Saturday evening. See notice re bookings in this issue.
Shoot Organiser: John Coatham R.D.1 PUTARURU ph (0814) 25-779

— Holder: J Woolley
— Holder:J Bennett

— Holder: A Hughes

— Holder: J Coatham
— Holders: Waikato
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funds towards the Brown Teal research
programme in Northiand, and the other was
far funds to assist an MSc student to carry
out a study on the usage of nest boxes by
grey teal in the Waikato. All applications
were extremely well prepared and present-
ad DU Directors with a few headaches
when they considered the applications at
the November Board meeting. Fortunately
the applications had been reviewad by a
University of Auckland advisory commitiee
and recommendations made.

DU Directors decided to grant Sally
McKinnon $1,000 to enable her to complete
the eutrophication, study, and to support
tne MNorthfand brown leal research
programme — funding level to be deter-
mined at a later date. The Directors will take
ancther look at the grey teal nest box study
ang the goose study al a later date.

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
MAKES AN OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO BROWN TEAL
RESEARCH

At the Brown Teal Seminar {reported on
elsewnere in the issue) the Dept of Conser-

| vation decided that it would assist Ducks

Unlimited with its brown teal work in North-
land by allocating $18,000 to heip Grant
Dumbell follow up his Great Barrier Island
study with a major investigation of brown
team in Northland. Grant’s PhD thesis on
the Brown Teal was completed in Decem-
ber for submission to his examiners and
Grant agreed {o contniue studies in North-
land until the end of March. The DOC funds
will also be used to help Granlt produce an
in-depth recovery programme for the brown
teal.

Besides following up on the progress of
our captive reared brids released in North-
land, Grant will also do a population
census, follow up on on the many rumours

| regarding brown teal in various areas of

Northland, investigate areas for habitat
creation and protection and look at possible
release sites.

Plans are also in hand to get a full scale
research programme on brown teal in
Northland underway when Grant has com-
pieted the preliminary work.

Ducks Unlimited sincerely thanks the
Protected Ecosystems and Species section
of DOGC, the Regional Manager of DOC in
Auckiand. and the District Manager of DOC
in Whangarei for their support towards the

| Brown Teal work in Northland,

|

1988 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
A registration form for the 1988 Annual
Conference, TO BE HELD AT THC
WAIRAKEI on the 16th and 17th July is
printed in this issue. Please complete this
form promptly and send tc Diane Priti,
Smiths Road, Ohakune.

Qther attractions to be held in conjunc-

| tion with the Annual Conference include the

Sth annual clay target shooting champion-
ships to be held at the Taupo Gun Club
(details given elsewnere in this issue); a goif
contest is planned, details of which are still
io be finalised, but members who are
interested should centact Brendan Coe, PO.
Box 44-176 Lower Hutt; a field trip to one
of the major waterfow! collections in the
area is planned for the marning of Sunday,
17th,

Members who wish to donate items for

\ the annual fundraising auction should send
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Jim Campbell and Ted Hansen man the
barbeque at the Eketahuna Chapter
claybird shoot.

details to Brendan Coe who is compiling
the auction fist,

Provision will be made for Trade mem-
bers to display their wares. Trade Members
who are interested should contact Diane
Pritt, Smith's Road, Ohakune, for details.

Come along and help to supporl New
Zealand's waterfowl and wetlands.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subs are due on April 1st. Subscripiion
rates for 1988 are $11.00 for Junior Mem-
bers, $27.50 for Full Members, $55.00 for
Trade and for sponsor Members. and $550
for Life Membership.

All members will be invoiced and we ask
that you support DU's efforts with wetlands
and wtaerfowl by paying your subcription
prompfly.

GOOD PUBLICITY FOR DU

DU has recently received some great
publicity, with 8 pages in the COUNTRY
CALENDAR book, which was one of NZ's
best selling books in December; the
opening of the Sinclair Wetlands Education
Centre on TV news; Jim Campbell's Mute
Swan cygnets appearing weekly in the
Wairarapa Times Age and the Sinclair
Wetlands featuring very prominently in
the recently published WOCRLD OF
SHOOCTING.

SUCCESSFUL SEASON AT
OTOROHANGA Z0O

Under the guidance of curator Eric Fox, the
Otorohanga Zoo has experienced one of its
most successful captive breeding seasens
to date with the following birds being
reared:

Brown Teal 15
Grey Teal 60
Grey Duck 15
Shoveler 1
Scaup 8
Paradise Shelduck 1
Pukeko 18
Great Spotted Kiwi 1
N.I. Brown Kiwi 2
Falcon 1

(Your Editor would like to hear from other
members who are doing well with their
breeding programmes and is also keen to
institute a waterfow! — Buy Sell or Swap
column as a service to members)

EKETAHUNA CHAPTER NEWS
The Chapter held a Simulated Fisld Shoot

at the Eketahuna Gun Club on 31st Janu- | WELLINGTON CHAPTER FUNDRAISING

ary. A field of 51 shooters turned out to con-
test the Chapter Championships, Some
good scores were posted considering the
rather blustery conditions.

Medal winners for the day were as
folfows:

H.AQO: D. West — 48/60
A Grade: J. Bannister — 44/60
B Grade: J. Campbell — 47/60
C Grade: G. Girvan - 39/60
Non-registered: H, Lampp — 36/60

Our President, Jim Campbell, showed
his excellent shocting ability using a 20
gauge to shoot his winning score. Well
done Jim!

With the usual raffles being run. the
Chapter raised a further $500 to add
its already large bank account. 10 be
presented at the Annual Conference in July.

DINNER

Host Harvey's, Kilbirnie (formerly the Shaw
Saville Lounge) was once again the venue
for the Wellington Chapter fundraising
dinner on March 12th.

Close to 70 members and friends joined
together to enjoy the dinner and support the
auction. Thanks to the generosity of a large
number of supporters there was a tempting
array of donated auction items. DU's in-

| imitable auctioneer, Bill Wilkinson, now
| resident in Wellington, was on hand fo urge

the bidding along. As a result the evening
raised around $3000 to help DU’s efforis for
waterfowl habitat.

The Chapter's next activity will be a Simu-
iated Field claybird shoot at the Hutt Gun
Club's grounds on Sunday, May 1st com-
mencing at 9.00am.

Members will recall that the first prize in Iast years national raffle was a Janet
Marshall original painting of a pair of NZ Scaup with ducklings. The prize was
won by Brent Piel of the American embassy. but when we went to make arrange-
ments o present the painting to Brent we discovered that he had returned to the
USA. Follow-up correspondence with Brent has resulted in the painting being
gifted back to DU, and we are pleased 10 offer the painting for iendsr o the

highest bidder.

Tenders over $1,000 will be considered. But do remember that the painiing is

valued at $2.500.

wish to tender $..

of

e fOF the Janet Marshall painting.

Post to DU (N2) Inc.. PO Box 44-176 Lower Hutt.
Tenders will close at the end of May 1988

1



PROJECT REPORTS

OPERATION PATEKE

ing well and the final figure for brown
teal reared by members fooks likely
to be around 100.

In a recent DU/Dept of Conservation
project, 3 pairs of brown teal were released
on Tiritiri Matangi Island in the Hauraki
Guilf. All part of a continuing pregramme to
create breeding populations on off-shore is-
lands. The release was carried out by Grant
Dmbell and the birds have apparently
adapted well to their new environment.

In early December z very constructive
one-day Brown Teal Management Seminar
was held at DOC Head Office in Welling-
ton. The seminar covered such topics as:

The 1987-88 breeding season is go-
i

Brown Teal research, Releases int0 the
wild, Habitat work in Northland. Predator
contro! in Northland, Captive breeding,
Public education in Northland. and the
need for a brown teal conservation officer
in the Department of Conservation. The day
was a really full one and some major
recommendations were made; one of the
main ones being that 2 major brown teal
research programme should commence in
Northland. At the end of the day caplive
breeding of Blue duck was discussed and
the Department officials agreed thatl two
further pairs of Blue duck shouid be
released to DU as soon as possible The
meeling had been officially opened by Dr
Philip Tortell. Director of Protected

Ecosystems & Species, and il was expert-

—

Melvin Pike and his Blue Ducks at
Cartorton.

| ly chaired by his Assistant Director, Noal

Hellyer.
Over the early part of January, Neil

‘ Hayes spent some time following up DU’s

September release of brown teal at the
Mimiwhangata Farm Park, and he is
delighted 1o report that of the 45 birds
released in September he positively iden-
tified 35 of them. In addition four birds from
the 1986 release were also identified.
And in Grant Dumbell's first week in
Northland he also had some good news,
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positively identifying a 1986 released bird
paired with a 1987 released bird, with a
brood of ducklings. Grant also counted over
300 birds in the first few days of his
research.

Further good news from Northland came
from farm manager Dallas Greenway, who
reports sighting two brown teal on the
recently-created 7 hectare lake on the
Purerua Peninsula, near Kerikeri. This is
the lake where DU plans to release birds
later this year. Dallas is carrying out a fenc-
ing planting and predator control
programme on the lake and the area looks
ideal for a release programme — the over-
flow from the lake flows into a quite mas-
sive mangrove swamp.

ROYAL SWAN PROJECT

The Royal Swan project really got cracking
this breeding season and appropriately Jim
Campbell's swans produced the first pro-
geny within the new project — successful-
ly hatching and rearing four cygnets. There
is some really great interest in the project,
with 27 members currently on the waiting
list for pairs of Mute Swan.

OPERATION BRANTA
Charlie Money, R.D.2, Ruawai, Northland,
reports that he has a number of Canadas
available. Give him a phone on (0884)
38573

Recent counts indicate that there are
now close to 10000 Canadas resident in the
Narth Island. B
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17 acre lake north of Kerikeri. Note the karge mangrove swamp on the right.
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NORTHLAND BROWN TEAL SURVEY

BY Grant Dumbel|

Editors Note! Although this survey is now a year
old. it is being published in ‘Flight’ so that members
may compare these figures with those in the survey
which is currently being conducted by Grant
Dumbell. We hope to publish these results in the
next issue of ‘Flight.’

Introduction

A short field trip. was made to Northland. between 29
December 1986 and 4 January 1987, in accordance with
section 1 of my Northiand brown teal research proposal
(Dumbell. 1986) The brown teal present at 11 sites were
counted over a three day period {30/12/86 — 1/1/87) to
minimise the chances of birds moving between sites and
being double counted. These counts have been corracted to
achieve a likely upper limit of the estimate of the total number
of brown teal using these sites.

The survival of captive-reieased birds was assessed at the
three release sites used to date. in the case of the 1986 cohort
of released birds, this information has been combined with
data from the immediate post-release period to give an
indication of survival over the first six months after release.

Finally, a small cohort of wild birds was trapped and banded
in the Bay of Islands. it is hoped that these birds will yield
at least a round estimate of the survival of wild-bred brown
teal in Northland. A small (1ml) blood sample was also taken
from these birds to allow genetic comparisons fo be made
between Northland and Great Barrier Island brown teal and
between brown teal and its subantarctic conspecifics.

Status

The 11 sites visited have been divided into three subgroups
and the numbers counted have been added together to get
both sub-region totals and a grand total (Table 1). The grand
total of 253 is a minimum figure, leaving the problem of
estimating a likely maximum figure. Repeated coun:s of brown
teal on Great Barrier Island suggest that two thirds of sites
that record zero on the first visit will remain zero regardless

of how many visits are made. Over the remaining sites the
mean Increase between the first count and the highest count
is seventeen. When this is added ta the minimum number
of birds counted it yields a figure which can be considered
as a conservalive maximum figure for the total number of birds
using those sites. This technigue can be summarised by the

formula:
T = C + 17(Zf3 + (N-Z))
where T = eslimated total number of birds
C = actual number of birds counted
N = 1otal number of sites visited
Z — number of sites that recorded & zero
Using this estimation technique the estimated maximum
number of birds at the 11 sites is 395 (Table 1).
The minimum total of 253 is in accordance with the totals
previously reported by Munn {1986a). He recorded 287 brown
teal over the same siles (Table 1) but the counting period

Table 1: Northland brown teal survey counts

SITE C T C(Munn) T(Munn)
Helena Bay 29 39
Mimiwhangata 52 28

Whananaki East 29 15

Whananaki West 40 88

Matapouri 0 - 0

Helena Bay —

Matapouri 150 224 170 224
Bentzen's Farm Pond 9 8

Bentzen's Farm 68 90

Parekura Bay 26 19

Bay of Islands 103 154 17 168
Kaeo 0 -

Te Huia Pond 0 -

Takou Bay 0 0

Kaeo — Takou Bay 0 17 0 5
GRAND TOTAL 253 395 287 47

C = Actual number of birds counted
T = Estimated total number of birds




stretched over a three month period (13/11/85 — 13/2/86). Later
in February 1986, 223 brown teal were counted over a shorter,
but unspecified, counting periog. -

Survival

In July 1986 a total of 120 brown teal were liberated at
Mimiwhangata and 16 were subseguently moved to Kaeo. The
104 Mimiwhangata birds were regularly monitored over the
first two months after release (Munn, 1986b) and the number
surviving on the 30 December 1986 (Table 2) was estimated
to be 35 Of the 32 brown teal seen at Mimiwhangata only
12 were able to be checked for bands. Of these, eight (0867}
were part of the 1986 release, and this proportion suggests
that 35 banded birds were present. This estimate was
confirmed by Hayes (pers. comm.} on 11/1/87. He recorded
86% of 41, or 35, birds as being banded and this corresponds
to'a 33.7% survival rate (Figure 1) over the 23 weeks since
release.

Figure 1: The survivership curve for Brown Teal released
at Mimiwhangata in July, 1986.
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Table 2: Survival of the 1986 captive-reieased birds

DATE WEEK NUMBER BIRDS % SURVIVAL
26 July 1986 0 104 100.0
7 Aug 1986 15 80 615
22 Aug 1986 40 46 44.2
31 Aug 1986 40 47 45.2
10 Sept 1986 65 45 433
23 Sept 1986 85 44 423
30 Dec 1986 337

225 35

No birds from any previous releases were seen and no birds
were seen at either of the Takou Bay or Matapouri release
sites. It is most iikely that these birds have either died or
dispersed.

Banding

The roost site on Bentzen's Farm, at Parekura Bay, was
chosen as the trapping site because no captive-bred birds
have been released in this area. A floating cage trap, as used
on Great Barrier Island. was used to caplure the birds but
due to a partial trap failure a smaller number of birds was
banded than hoped. Only seven brown teal were trapped and
each was individually banded before release (Table 3).

A 1ml blood sample was removed from the humeral region
of the wing on each bird using 2 syringe and hypodermic
needle. These were centrifuged and are now stored at the
University of Auckland. They will later be transferred to Dr
Charles Daugherty for long term storage at Victoria University.

Table 3: Banded birds at Bentzen's Farm

METAL COLOURS SEX AGE

L-24681 M—-—Yo F A
682 M — YR F A
683 M — YW F A
584 M— YL F A
585 M — YG F A
686 YO — M M J
887 M — YB F A

Discussion

From this survey it appears that the number of brown teal
using the 11 sites visiied is less than 400. If the Northland
popuiation is bigger than this then it is most likely that the
missing Dirds are using sites that are not known. If this is the
case then = farger scale survey is required. The birds counted
in this present survey are concentrated in the two southern
sub-regions 2nd given that the Kaeo — Takou Bay sub-region
has totalied 220 1 successive years, doubts as to the viability
of this popuiztion musl be raised. If this population is defunct
then the Northiand decline of brown teal has progressed
alarmingly since 1979 (Hayes and Williams, 1982).

The iong term safety of the Bay of Islands population must
also oe questionsd  The ¢.150 birds are concentrated into a
small ar=2 with one sa= (Bentzen's Farm) accounting for 66%
of the birds counted Furthermore, the landowner has
apparently suboeac=d and sold coastal land around Parekura
Bay and = o= only lead o greater disturbance of the
populztion in the Rsure. Howsver breeding was confirmed
at Bentzen = F=rm Fond 1 September 1986, where two broods
were recorgad. and the uwenile captured at Bentzen's Farm
indicates thet bends SSsocsiag with fis oSt are 2iso fiedgling
young. Thess Dreeding recoeds ndacale that Ihe DOpuiation
will persist in The shordem, = keast

The Helena Bay-MEtsgoun popai=ion 2ppe=rs 1o be the
most secire. Not onfly =& o= £ 220 beds spread Detwesen four
sites but juvends beds were gstneedy seeo = Holena Bay
during this survey, inclsding = Hyood oF Tires folly fssthered
young. Breeding was 350 comemec = Mismwiancals this
year and ncluoss = breeding aBiempt by 2 1986 caplive-
released bird (Munn, 198651 Whils & numbers & GirGs in
this sub-region has been =SScaly resSec Dy the reisase of
captive-bred birds the sicpe of ihe sonwworship cune (Figure
1) suggests the penod of gressss oty has passed.
Twenty five of the reiassed Dirss may reman by IS Degnining
of the 1987 bresing Scas0n end £ & mrpontant 5l these
birds are monaiorad over ths e 10 aSceriam whether they
recruit inic the breeding popuission. 1t they oo the =lease
can be considered 2 suooess. == i would have given nise 10
wild-bred birds. The i=ck of resiohiings from the other release
sites suggest that the releases pnor 1o 1988 must be
considered failures.

Ackno!

Thanks io the New Zsaiand Wiididfe Senvice, especially Dick
Anderson and Allan Munn, for providing transport in Northiand.
Charlie Daugherty provided a centrifuge at short notice and
Marie McEntee helped with the trapping. Ducks Unlimited
funded the remaining costs.
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