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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

This issue of FLIGHT is the last one for 1987
and sees the conclusion of what has been
a very successful year for Ducks Unlimited.
The Sinclair Wetlands building is nearing
completion and the official opening s
planned for the first half of 1988 if progress |
continues at its present rate. Horrie Sinclair
and Bill McLay have ensured that the con-
struction and planning have run smoothiy
and on time; not an easy task given the size
of the job and the many sub-contractors in-
volved. Members will know of the success-
ful Open Day held at Peacock Springs and
I would like to record a personal vote of
thanks to Lady Diana, her loyal stalf and the
D.U. Directors who made the day such a
notable event.

On a sad note, the International Conser-
valion Movemenl lost three ol its most
prominent members with the passing of Sir
Neil Isaac, Sir Charles Fleming and
Brigadier Sir William Gilbert. Men of this
calibre are few in any generalion and they
leave behind them a legacy of dedicated
achievement thal will serve as an example
to future generations of conservationisls

Ducks Unlimited is growing and | look for-
ward to lurther achievements during 1988.
In closing | would like 1o wish all members
and their families a Merry Christmas and a
happy and prosperous New Year.

Jim Campbell
President =

STOP PRESS

His Excellency the Governor General has
graciously accepled our invitation to open the
Sinclair Wetlands building complex on
February the 5th, 1988.

A Canada gosling bred on DU President, Jim Campbell's

propery.
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TWO LETTERS TO DUCKS

UNLIMITED

out the “facts” before publishing articles
such as this

By mutual agreement, the land allocated
to DOC at Okiwi Station includes all the wet-
lands and breeding areas associated with
the Brown Teal duck in the area. That land
allocated to Landcorp includes only that
which has already been developed as
pasture, and as such is used quile exien
sively for duck grazing as is much of the
other pasture all across Great Barrier Island
Landcorp wishes to carry on ulilising that
allocated grazing land in a similar manner
to that which it has in the past, and we do
nol see that our future management pro-
posals will in any way difter from the oppor-
tunity that the duck pouplation has had lo
propagate in the past

Al Landcorp we are very concerned thal

LANDCORP REPLIES TO ANN GRAEME

Ann Graeme's article on the brown teal on
Great Barrier Istand, published in the Sept-
ember issue of ‘Fhght’, prompted the fofiow-
ing response from Landcorp:

Dear Sir
MISINFORMATION ON LANDCORP

Qur attention has been drawn lo a recent
article in your magazine entitled "Land Grab
Anather Threal 1o Rare Ducks”. In the ari-
cle the writer infers that the allocation of wel-
lands at Okiwt Station on the Great Barrier
Island to Land Corporation will lurther deci-
mate the population of the New Zealand
Brown Teal. While | would not argue with
your right 1o make these views known | |
would respectfully suggest that you check
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a small sector of New Zealand's socigt
have tended 1o use the assumed Commer)j
cial objectives of Landcorp as a target 1o
relieve their frustralions and concerns which
we believe are more properly aimed at the
creation of corporations per se, and he
classification of publicly owned land, We
have no intention of “exploiting” land, espe-
cially marginal land where the economics
of any further development are negalive. If
Landcorp is lo increase the intensity of its
farming it will most likely be in the maore in-
tensively larmed areas where the opporty-
nity for return on invesiment is grealer, and
we can help contnbule a greater amount 1o
the public purse. Al Landcorp we respec)
the views ol your magazine, however we
would prefer thal you check oul some of the
statements of your contributors before pub-
lishing. |, or any other of the senior execu-
tives al Head Office would be only too
pleased to answer any queslions you may
have by phone at any stage.

Yours sincerely

Will Menzies
Assistant General Manager
(Planning and Marketing|

ANN GRAEME CHALLENGES DU
MEMBERS

In this abridged version of a letter to DU, Ann
Graeme, DU member and brown teal breed-
er, describes how she read of the situation
on Great Barmer Island and throws down the
gauntiet to other DU members and to 'Flight”.

by Ann Graeme
“DUCKS UNCOMMITTED™

On Thursday May 7th, my altention was
caught by an article in the N.Z. Herald en-
litled “Fears for Teal in Land Splil.”

How fortunate | saw the article in the
newspaper. On rereading it | found ils
source — the Auckland Branch of the
Native Forests Action Council. A small con-
servalion organisation, primarily concerned
about native forest protection, had re-
searched the land allocations and drawn
this 1o the public's attention — not Ducks
Unlimited.

That really set me thinking about our of-
ganisation. D.U. is dedicated to the “preser-
valion, restoration, creation and mainten-
ance of wetland habitats in N.Z. and to the
flmpagatian of our country’s rare waterfowl.

see us restoring the Home lagoon, main-
taining hlhe Pearce wellands, financing
research, creatin ds and propagaling
waterfowl lhroug!? r?::lboxes 15: Grey Teal
and rearing Brown Teal. But what about the
preservation of existing welland?

Our efforts seem directed at restoring
wellands that have already been drained,
1o managing wetlands saved by others (like
Harrie) and captive-breeding of species that

i /

Mallards at dusk resting on one of NZ's threalened wetlands.

are endangered by habitat destruction. Sur-
ely our first priorily should be to press for
the protection of wetland habitat before it
is drained and destroyed?

Our Board of Direclors apparently make
excellent submissions opposing the now
defunct drainage subsidies — the greater
wrecker of wetlands in this country. Forest
& Bird were the instigators of this thrusl to
protect wetlands. How much more effective
that initiative would have been had D.U.
members been similarly activated through
“Flight” and then the voices of D.U. mem-
bers could have been added 1o those of the
other conservation groups.

The hard fact is that about 90% of N.2.'s
original wetlands are gone, We know that
when the wellands go, so does all the de-
pendant wildlife. To quote Horrie Sinclair
“Without habital, you have nothing.”

Surely our first priority must be to protect
existing wetland. In the past, draining to cre-
ate farmland was a way of life. Times are
changing and so is the public perception of
the best use of natural resources. Laws that
previously gave lip service to conservation
values are now being interpreted to give real
prolection.

Here are two recent Court Cases which
IS:(:] 'S"'Donan! precedents for wetland pro-

ion.

The Whangamarina Swamp '

In 1985 the Coun of Appeal upheld the

Auckland Acclimatisation Society's action 1o
prevent land owners draining parts of the
swamp for pasture,

The case hinged on the land owner's right
to drain his own land. In his decision Judge
Cooke said, “The farmers have the ordinary

| rights of landowners to use their land in its

natural state, but the effect of the 1967 Act
is that they have no right to divert the natural
water thal is on the land. Ownership of the
land does not of itself carry the right to alter
the natural conditions in that way. The
scheme of the Act means that to refuse lhe
water rights applied for would not be to
deprive the landowners of anything. Rather
it would be to deny them privileges. There
can be no moral claim to or expectation of
compensation in the event of refusal.”

In other words, to create farmiand by
draining a wetland is a privilege, not a right.
We should challenge that privilege where-
ever valuable wetlands are threatened.

The Tauranga City Saltmarshes
In 1986 the Planning Tribunal upheid the ap-
peal brought by the Tauranga Royal Forest
& Bird Protection Society and the Kaimai
Branch of the Native Forests Action Coun-
cil. These conservalion groups were appeal-
ing against the Tauranga City Councils
action in removing an “Environmental Pro-
tection” zoning from all the privately owned
salt marsh agg mangrove areas in the city,
opening the way to draining and filling for

various residential developments.

The appellants based their case on the
Town & Couniry Planning Act, Section 3)1).
This requires local bodies to preserve “the
natural character of the coastal environment
and the margins of lakes and rivers, and . . .

protect .. . them from unnecessary sub-
division and development.”

In his decision, Judge Moore cancelled
the City Council's decision, reinstated the
Environment Protection Zone, and admon-
ished the Council that ils reinstated policy
“achieved only token compliance with the
Act.” (Town & Country Planning Act) “The
Council will need to be a good deal more
assertive of its enforcements (of the En-
vironment Protection Zone) than it has been
in the present matter if it wishes to be seen
:s ?ompfy'mg with the provisions . . .” (of the

cl).

These two cases are milestones in En-
vironmental law. We could be and should
be using these valuable precedents 1o pro-
tect wetlands in our own districts.

Our members are scattered all over N.Z.
With their local knowledge, D.U. could
challenge drainage destruclion and protect
wetland through the Planning Courts. Again,
using our members local knowledge, D.U.
could draw public attention to local wet-
lands, and influence local bodies to include
welland protection in their District Schemes.

D.U. is a conservation organisalion spe-
cifically involved in the wildlife of wetlands.
Itis not seen to be pulling its weiaht in the
critical area of wetland prote<tion (]




D.U. NEWS

SINCLAIR WETLANDS PROGRAMME
RECEIVES AN IMPRESSIVE
CONTRIBUTION FROM THE DEPT OF
CONSERVATION

Ducks Unlimited has just received a very
generous conlribution towards its work at
the Sinclair Wetlands, from the Department
of Conservation. In a letter daled late
October, Dr Philip Tortell, Director of Pro-
tected Ecosystems, had this 1o say: “In
association with the Regional Manager,
Departmen! of Conservation, Dunedin, and
as Direclor, Protecled Ecosyslems &

Species, | have much pleasure in making |

a grant of $20,000 towards the conslruction
ol two viewing hides on the Sinclair
Wetlands.

The educational function of the observa-
tion hides is most appropriale for the
Department which has an advocacy role in
conservalion and is particularly interested
in the promation of wetlands.

May | 1ake this opportunity of wishing your
arganisation every success with this worth-
while venture.”

PEACOCK SPRINGS OPEN DAY
Brendan Coe has lully reparted on the out-
standing success of the Open Day at Pea-
cock Springs on Oclober 4th, when over
5,000 Chrisichurch people (including many
Shingle works and waterfow! at Peacock
Springs.

f e —————————

DU members) turned out to view the mag-
nificent wetlands and waterfowl, and numer-
ous other species of wildlife.

The DU Board sincerely thanks Lady
Diana Isaac and the Isaac Wildlife Trust lor
their outstanding generosity and support for
Ducks Unlimited by allowing all profits from
the Open Day 1o go to Ducks Unlimited.

The DU Board also thanks the staff of
Isaac Construction who contributed their
spare lime 1o help organise the Open Day
and without whose assistance the day could
not have been the success that it was.

1987 NATIONAL RAFFLE

The gross income from the 2nd annual DU
National ratfle was §7,750. The net figure
is expected 10 be around $5.500, which is
another outstanding result. The DU Board
wishes to thank all members lor their loyal
suppont, Winners were well spread through-
out New Zealand and were as follows:
1st Prize, Janel Marshall onginal painting;
Mr B.W. Piel ol Wellinglon

2nd Prize. Adel Earnshaw himited edition
print: Mr S. Chambers of Hamillon

3rd Prize, Weatherby binoculars: Mr J.R
Richards ol Hawera

4th Prize, Ricoh camera: Mr N.F. Rowsell
of Whangarei

Sth Prize, Buller's Birds of New Zealand: Mr
C.J. Clark of Christchurch

6th Prize, Readers Digest Book of NZ Birds:
Mr I. Lucas of Masterton.

SINCLAIR WETLANDS PROGRESS

| In late October all seven modules of the

building complex had been erected and the

rool and guttering had been completed.
The official opening of the building com.

plex has been set down for February 5ih

next year.

SINCLAIR WETLANDS MANAGEMENT

As mentioned in the last ‘Flight', the day to
day management of the Sinclair Wetlands
will lie with a Dunedin based committee,
Invitations 1o join this committee have now
been sent lo the Royal Forest & Bird Proe-
tection Society and to the Ornithological So-

| ciety of NZ, The full committee will therefore

now comprise: representatives from the
QEI National Trust, the Otago Acclimatisa-
tion Society, DOC, Royal Forest & Bird
Protection goclely. OSNZ, DU and Horrie
Sinclair,

1988 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

A registralion form for the 1988 Annual Con-
ference, al the THC Wairakei on the 16th
July, is printed in this issue.

‘lyhe 1988 DU National Clay Target Cham-
pionships will be held at the Taupo Gun
Club on Friday 15th July and full details will
appear in the March issue of ‘Flight'.

DU TOUR TO CANADA 1988
Don't forge! to write to Jim Campbell,
‘Ramslie’, R.D.1. Masterton, if you are in-
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A detail of the engraved action of the DU com-
memorative Browning AS.

terested in joining DU (NZ) trip to Canada
in mid June next year to attend the 50th an-
niversary of DU Canada.

SPONSORS MEMBERS :
Tony Roxburgh recenlly renewed his spon-
sor membership.

DU WILDLIFE RESEARCH STUDY
AWARD

Four applications have been received for
DU's annual award of up to $3,000 lo as-
sist waterfowl and/or waterfowl habitat
university based research. Applications
closed on the 31st October and were sel 1o
be considered at the November DU Direc-
tors meeting. Full details in the next 'Flight'.

SIR NEIL ISAAC SCHOLARSHIP IN

GEOGRAPHY RECENTLY ANNOUNCED
The University of Canterbury geography
department’s fiftieth anniversary celebra-
tions, were marked by the establishment of
a new scholarship for geography students.

The Sir Neil Isaac Scholarship for the
study of people and their environment by
geography masters sludents was an-
nounced by the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Bert Brownlie.

He said the scholarship would be worth
$5000 next year. In 1989 it would be worth
$10,000 and the intention was lo maintain
it at that level in the fulure,

Lady Isaac presented the scholarship
which she said was lo honour her husband's
memory within the university.

Sir Neil was born in New Zealand and
lived in India with Lady Isaac lor several
years. They developed the Peacock Springs
Wildiite Park in Christchurch and formed the
Isaac Wildlife Trust.

Lady Isaac said her lale husband was an
energetic and enthusiaslic person who was
interested in the environment. He was a
good businessman too, she said.

Sir Neil founded the Isaac Construction
Company Ltd.

Professor Brownlie said that the geo-
graphy depariment had developed lrom a
small teaching unit when it was established
in 1937 to one with a high standard of teach-
ing and research.

EKETAHUNA CHAPTER NEWS

The Chapler's firsl fundraising dinner and
auction proved 10 be an enormous success.
134 members and Iriends packed inlo the
Ambassador Lounge, Masterton. Bidding
for the auction ilems was very compelitive
and the evening saw $4300 raised. Eketa-
huna still leads the field in energetic fun-
draising showing olher Chaplers how it can

ne.

The Chapter's annual Simulated Field
Claybird Champlonships will be held at the
Eketahuna Gun Club on 31sl january, 1988
commencing at 11.00. It is hoped to make
this a family day.

Barbeques will be provided lor a B.Y.O,
lunch on the completion of the first round.
Mon-shooters should lake this opportunily
to visit the nearby National Wildlite Cenlﬁ

at Mount Bruce.

DUCKS UNLIMITED (N.Z.) INC

P.O. BOX 44-176, LOWER HUTT

1988 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
THC WAIRAKEI
Saturday & Sunday
July 16th & 17 1988
Plus the NATIONAL CLAY BIRD CHAMPIONSHIPS
JULY 15th, 1988
At the TAUPO GUN CLUB
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Ihe peupi’e of Christchurch enjoy their ws.ils to Peacock Springs.

DUCKS UNLIMITED OPEN
DAY AT PEACOCK SPRINGS

BY Brendan Coe

The city of Chrisichurch in the spring is one
of the most beautiful in New Zealand. The
English trees are budding and coming into
leal, and azaleas and rhododendrons catch
the eye with theil vivid splashes of colour.
It was to this city that nine D.U. directors
flew on Friday October 2 for the open day
at Peacock Springs. The Wildlile Park was
being opened to the public for the purpose

of raising funds for Ducks Unlimited (NZ)

Inc.

Peacock Springs is owned by The Isaac
Wildlite Trust, the donors of which are Lady
Diana and the lale Sir Neil Isaac, and it is
Situated al McLeans Island on the oulskirs
ol Christchurch and close to the Waimakariri

A range of calls to cover

every occasion

River. The objects of the Trust which was
established in 1977 are lo promote and en-
courage the preservation and conservation
of wildlife, fauna, fiora, water, soils and other
natural resources and more particularly to
breed and rear animals, birds and fish of all
kinds and to provide areas where they can
live in a protected state, The Trust aims to

promote public support for conservation |

programmes and public interest in the con-
servation of wildlife generally.

The park is essentially a senes of pils that
have been created by excavation for grav-
el extraction and then landscaped by
spreading topsoil, planting trees and mak-
ing roadways and access areas. Several
aviaries, salmon halcheries and outbuild-
ings that have been landscaped 1o blend in
with the Wildlite Park complete a magnifi-

cent complex. | took a walk early on the
morning of the open day, just as the sun
was appearing over the horizon and was
able to observe much of the wildlife that in-
habit this area. Black swans with cygnets
swimming in their wake were common on
some of the lakes and the ubiquitous mal-
lard was everywhere, sometimes o be seen
with broods of ducklings scattering for cover
at my approach. Scaup have done very well
al Peacock Springs and were in good num-
bers on the water. New Zealand's only div-
ing duck, as opposed to all the other species
which are classified as dabblers, the scaup
requires good water with some depth and
a reliable food source to survive, Paradise
shelduck, grey and shoveler paddled about
here and there and the Canadian geese
were to be seen in groups of two of three.
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A swan goose.

Some animals live at Peacock Springs such
as Llamas, donkeys, barbary sheep and
monkeys, and the avianies house coCkaloos,
parakeets — both red and yellow crowned,
and barn owls, Perhaps the feature of the
walerfowl collection are the mule swans.
These birds are magnificen! lo observe and
al the time we were there the lemales were
nesting and provided an opportunity for
some photography. The mute swan is one
of D.U's more glamorous projects and the
wailing list from waterfowl enthusiasts
around the counlry is a long one.

While staying al Peacock Springs, one is
always aware of the bird thal gives ils name
to the property. There are a Jot of peafow!
there and one evening we were able 10
count nearly twenty birds on the front lawn
of the house. The cocks would flight in the
evening into the trees to roost for the night
and in the early morning they could be seen
displaying their gorgeous plumage 10 the
various peahens who seemed lo show no
interest al all, Lady Diana is a keen horse-
woman and there is a pony stud on the
property as well as a few horses. My early
marning walk completed, the rest of the

| morning was spent in preparation for the

opening of the gates.

Al approximalely 9.00am, two people lo
whom D.U, are deeply indebted arrived.
One was Alan Jones, the General Manager,
who announced that he was there (o count
the gate takings and thal, based on past ex-
Penence, it would take him all day. A state-
ment that greatly encouraged the keen, but
slightly apprehensive D.U. directors who
formed part of the workforce. The ather per-
son was Bruce Rule, also a member of the
Isaac executive staff and his efficiency and
Organisational talenls were quickly to the
fore. Bruce issued us wilh white coats, "offi-
cial’ badges and instructions that were clear
and concise. As well he told us that he
would relieve the gale keepers of their tak-
Ings and take them 1o Alan Jones al perl-
gdlc Inlervals. Other Isaac staff assisled
dL.mm‘l; the day about the property and their

edication and loyalty as well as an obvi-
0us pride in being there was apparent and

| very much appreciated by D.U.

,-WA' 9.30AM the cars were starting 10 ar-
{he and soon there was a queue as far a5
_ "B 8Ye could see. Al the command of Bruce

A mute swan. Nate the shingle works in the background and the lake in the foreground.
A perfect blend of industry and conservation.

D.U, Directors receiving instructions from Bruce Rule.
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Rule the gales were opened and onward
came the public of Christchurch. The fee
was $12.00 a car, regardless of the num-
ber of occupants and they never stopped
coming all day. Each car was given a D.U.
pamphlet, a Peacock Springs salmaon
pamphlet and a map of the area. Some cars
parked outside and the cccupants doubled
up with anather car of nends. Pensioner
couples were charged a reduced fee and
wo Canterbury Hospilal Board vans were
not charged al all. Al the peak, just after
lunch, there were (wo lines of cars coming
in, four D.U. directors laking the proceeds,
three Ministry of Transport afficers showing
a little cancern over the traffic queves, and
two policemen overseeing oeprations with
a benevolent albeil walchful eye.

Inside the grounds there were people
everywhere and we were told |ater that it
was the first open day that had seen the car-
park full, One was soon caughl up in the
enthusiasm of the publie. They loved it, and
one woman whom | overheard comment
"Isn’l it marvellous to be able 1o come hera
ance every year or so and see all this”
seemed |o typily public reaction, Cameras
clicked, peaple walked and lalked, looked
and poinled and the sun shone. DU, Presi-
dent, Jim Campbell, who arrived fram
Masterlon on the Sunday morning spent a
lot af time folding pamphlets for lhe gate
keepers as well as mixing with the crowd
and he was obviously pleased with the way
the day was proceeding. There were no in-

_cidents, a Iribule to the organisation of the

|saac slaff and Lady Diana too was pleased
with evenis as they ran. Sharon Walker and
John Andrew were a greal help and Diane
Pritt and Glenys Hansen ran the D.U, sales
{abite all day and the only photograph | could
get of their efforts was a crowd of people
completely surrounding the table.

The gates closed al 5pm and Lady Diana
very generously pravided food and drink in
the boardroom for many of the workers,
some visiting folk and the D.U. contingent.
It was a perfect way to cap off what had
been one of the great days in the history of
Ducks Unlimited (N2) Inc and lo celebrate
the stalistics; 5000 people, an estimated
1200 vehicles and a take of $15000.00, A
recard for an open day at Peacock Springs.

One size fits all. BThan; ‘you Lady [;.;ianad. :lan Jolnesi
$22.00 from DU Sales Dept. ruce Hule, Isaac staft and the people of
See back page for ordering ol il S b

details. diminishing wetlands and endangered
walerfowl species. [}
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PROJECT REPORTS

OPERATION PATEKE

45 Brown Teal were released at the
Mimiwhangata Farm Park, near Whangarei,
in lale September. This brought the lotal
released in Northland to 348 since Augus!
1984. Observations during October indicat-
ed tha! the birds in the latest release had
adapled well to the wild. Park Ranger Wil-
lie Bearman has been keeping a close eye
on the birds and has also been supplement-
ing their diet with a good supply of barley.

Thanks to a Brown Teal annual repor get-
ting lost in our postal system the ligures
published in the last ‘Flight' for the number
of brown teal reared by members last sea-
son were incorrect,

Charlie Money of Dargaville informed us
that he had in facl reared 11 brown leal,
bringing the lotal for lasl season to B1.
Charlie’s birds have now been uplifted and
were also released al the Mimiwhangala
Farm Park.

Grant Dumbell accompanied Neil Hayes
and Jim Campbell to Mimiwhangata and DU
is hopeful thal Grant will be able to continue
his Norhland research in the near future

While at Mimiwhangata, Willie Bearman
produced the body of one of our brown teal
thal he had found predated on a nest a few
days earlier. This bird was one released in
July 1986 — again showing quite clearly
thal our captive reared birds are adapting
and surviving for long periods.

OPERATION BRANTA
A considerable number of members have
indicated a keen desire 1o eslablish a flock
of Canadas and il is hoped that sufficient
birds will be available to meet all requests.
Brendan Coe reports the arrival at his
farm near Waikanae of a Canada goose with
a candy striped neck band. On checking
with the DOC banding office it was found
that this bird was from Lake Ellesmere, near
Christchurch.
OPERATION WHIO
The distribution of pairs of Blue ducks to DU
members has been temporarily held-up,
pending the finalisation of a new waterfowl
permitting system.

OPERATION ROYAL SWAN

The aims and objectives of operation Royal
Swan have recently been finalised and are
as follows:

BACKGROUND

The Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) is the world's
largest species of waterfow! and occurs
naturally throughout much of Europe,
Russia, Asia, North Africa, India and Korea.
The United Kingdom has a residen! popu-
lation of some 15,000 mute swans and it
was from the U.K. that birds were in-
troduced inlo New Zealand in 1860, as an
ornamental species.

For over one hundred years the mute
swan thrived in New Zealand and through
escapes from walterfowl collections estab-
lished itself in several areas of New
Zealand. In the mid 1960's the population
was estimated ‘o be between 2,000 & 3,000
birds, with the larges! concenlration being
atl Lake Ellesmere.

E , e e -
In early 1986 the NZ Wildlife Service
wrole to Ducks Unlimited outlining the plight
of the mute swan in NZ and asked the or-
ganisalion if it would be interested in help-
ing to reverse the decline of the mute swan.
After detailed discussions with the Wild-
life Service and with many Ducks Unlimit-
ed members, the Ducks Unlimited directors
decided that a worthwhile mute swan re-
covery programme should be instituted,
because:

. The Mute Swan is a magnificent species
of wildlife, which greatly enhances the
quality of New Zealand's wild wetlands.
The Mute Swan is recognised as a Roy-
al species (hence the title of the project}
. The Mute Swan greatly enhances the
quality of waterfow! collections.

. The Mute Swan has clearly shown that
it is no threat o New Zealands native
waterfowl.

The project would complement D.Us
other conservation and waterfow! propa-
gation projects.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE

PROJECT

The ‘Royal Swan' project aims to:

1. Establish a broad based captive rearing
rogramme for Mute Swans.

2. Establish fifty (50) breeding pairs of Mute

Swan with D.U. members.

3. Release surplus progeny into suitable
wild areas.

The long term objective is to save the
mute swan from extinction in New Zealand
and to increase the population to a stage
where it is, once again, sell supporting.

PROGRESS OF THE PROJECT
In February 1986 Ducks Unlimited circulat-
ed a guestionnaire amongs! selecled mem-
bers, i.e. those known to have suitable
lagoons. The response was overwhelming.
While plans for a recovery programme
were being considered a series of meelings
were held with Sir Neil and Lady Diana

oW

wm

The mute swan. An important D.U. project o
increase numbers of this bird around New
Zealand.

Isaac of the |saac Wildlife Trusl. Sir Neil and
Lady Diana had, over many years, estab-
lished a captive population of some 18 pairs
of mule swans al their wildlife sanctuary,
Peacock Springs, near Christchurch. It is
entirely due to the support from lhe Isaac
tamily that D.U's operalion 'Royal Swan' has
made such great progress in such a short
space of time, as permission was gained to
remove all surplus mule swan progeny from
Peacock Springs, afler each breeding
Season.

Twenty six mule swans were removed
from Peacock Springs in April 1986 and dis-
tributed to D.U. members in many areas of
New Zealand.

Captive pairs ol mute swans have now
been established from Northland to Inver-
cargill and D.U. still has a waiting list of over
20 members wishing lo join the project.

The following rules have been established
for members wishing to join the 'Royal
Swan' recovery programme;

1. The lagoon, pond or wetland on which

the mute swans will reside must be a

minimum of Y2 hectare.,

The lagoan, pond or wetland should not

be shat.

All areas will be inspecled prior to the is-

sue of a special permil from the Depan-

ment of Conservation,

Wetland areas to be fenced — to keep

stock oul and mute swans in,

Project participants must be prepared to

supplement the mule swans diet with a

minimum of one bucket of grain per day.

6. All progeny must be passed lo the project
— for transfer lo other members, or for
release into suitable wild areas.

Obviously the projec! is a long term one,
particularly as mute swans do not breed un-
til three years of age, but it is off to a very
satisfactory start. And like all Ducks Unlimit-
ed (NZ) projects it will be successful. Wl
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MINUTES OF THE 13TH ANNUAL
MEETING OF DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ)
NCORPORATED HELD AT

THC WAIRAKEI ON SATURDAY 11TH
JULY 1987 COMMENCING AT 2.00PM

WELCOME

The President, Mr J.C. Campbell, welcomed
members and guesls 1o the meeting,
specifically mentioning Lady Diana Isaac,
Dr Philp Tortell of the Dept of Conserva-
tion, Ralph Adams former Direclor of the
Wildlife Service, and Don McCulloch,
DU's Honorary Legal Adviser and member
of Mational Acclimatisation Societies
Executive.

PRESENT

The President, Vice-President — Mr M.N,
Newcomb — and 85 members of Ducks
Unlimited (N2} Inc. The following apologies
were announced; Ron Munro, Peter Noon,
Bud Jones, Peter French, Mark Harrison,
Garth Rippon, David Mitchell, Mark Pearce,
Peter Nala, Ron Dennr. Russel Adams, Bill
Avery Allan Field, Bill Taylor, Dave Stack
and Brad Parkes. These apologies were
sustained on the motion of C. Hooson and
Allan Wilks.

MINUTES OF THELITH ANNUAL
MEETING
Taken as read.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT AND
PRESENTATION OF THE FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
The President referred to his report pub-
lished in the June 1987 issue of Flight and
apologised for its brevity, due to his being
out of NZ far five weeks attending the 50th
anniversary of Ducks Unlimited in North
America. He said he was saddened to learn
on his return of the death of Sir Neil Issac.
Sir Neil and Lady Diana had been the dri-
ving force behind the ‘Royal Swan' project,
having supplied DU with nearly 50 Mute
Swans in the past two seasons. He said
New Zealand had lost one of its most im-
portant conservationists. The President
wenl an lo say thal Lady Diana |saac would
address the meeting later. The highly suc-
cessful Home Lagoon restoration project
had been DU's major wetland achievements
lo date, said the Presidenl, and the lease
of wo wetland areas adjacent 1o the Sin-
clair Wellands meant that DU had manage-
menl responsibilities for over 500 hectares
of some of the world's bes! wellands.
_The President went on to comment on the
highly successful projects at Rathkeale Col-
lege and Masterion Intermediate School
where DU had played a major role in creat-
ing educational waterfow! display areas. He
hoped that similar projects would be carried
out elsewhere. The President then called on
the Treasurer, Mr C. Hooson, lo comment
on the Annual Financial Report which had
been circulaled 1o members present. Mr
Hooson apologised for the lateness of the
feport, due to delays at the Auditars, and

asked if there were any questions relaling |
to the financial repont. A question was asked
aboul the sundry debtor figure and Mr Hoo-
son said this was mainly the $25,000 paid
to the QEIl National Trust as part of the sub-
sidy for the Sinclair Wetlands. This maney
had now been paid back to DU.

_Mr Hooson then moved that the Finan-
cial Report for 1986-87 be adopted. This
was seconded by Mr A. Elliott and carried.

Mr Hooson then went on to move that
Deloitle, Haskins & Sells be re-appointed
DU Auditors for the 1987/88 period. This
was seconded by D, Morrison and carried.

The Presidenl then moved the adoption
of his Presidential Report for 1986-87. This
was seconded by C. Hooson and carried.

ELECTION — BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The President said that the DU Board had
received two retirements at its last meeting
— Paul Pirani had decided to stand down
after continuous Board membership since
DU's formation in NZ in 1974, and Mark
Timms who had been a members’ represen-
talive since 1983, The Presiden! said that
Paul and his wife Cheryl had been a tower
of strength to DU as had Paul's brother, lan.
As a result of these resignations the DU
Board had appointed Jim Glover as a per-
manent Board member. This appointment
had (o be ratified by the meeling and the
President moved that Jim Glover be ap-
pointed to the DU Board as a permanent
Director. This was seconded by Allan Wilks
and carried.

The President went on lo say thal Mark
Newcomb had decided to sland down as
Vice-President and the DU Board had elect-
ed Brendan Coe lo the position.

The Presiden! went on lo say thal the
meeting now had to elect four Directors from
the floor of the meeting. Glenys Hansen and
Chris Hooson were offering themselves lor
re-glection and the Presiden! asked if some-
one would like to nominate these two mem-
bers. Mr H.A. Sinclair so moved and the
nominations were seconded by |an Jensen
and carried.

and lan Pirani moved that Derek Morrison
and Andy Tannock be appointed lo the
Board. This was seconded by Mr H.A, Sin-
clair. There being no further nominations,
Mr Tannock and Mr Morrison were declared
elected.

In addition lo recent changes 1o the DU
Board Mr Ralph Adams, former Director of
the NZ Wildlife Service, had been appoint-
ed Honorary Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat
Adviser to the DU Board of Direclors.

REPORT ON OPERATION PATEKE
Mr Hayes said that as everyone was eagerly
awaiting Grant Dumbell's address his repor,
unlike most years, would be relatively brief.
He said that the last breeding season had
been rather disappointing, with only 70
Brown Teal being reared by members. This
being the lowest figure since 1980 and was
due 1o a number of factors — the loss of

| two top breeders from the project, many

pairs were very ancient and had come 1o
the end of their breeding cycle, some hold-

| ing facilties needed 1o be up-graded, and

the captive breeding programme needed an
influx of new blood. Aher 11 years of breed-
ing from just six pairs Mr Hayes said that
the DU Board felt that an influx of new blocd
was essential, but rather surprisingly the
idea had been rejected by the Wildlife Serv-
ice, in spite of a number of applications 10
remove just 5 pairs of brown teal from Great
Barrier Island. ' was only after DU had
made a direct approach 1o the Director of
the Wildlife Service, Mr Ralph Adams, that
the marter was laken senously. Mr Hayes
said he was delighted to report that on fur-
ther application 1o the new Depariment of
Conservation, the issue of a permit had
been approved.

Mr Hayes went on to say that in spite of
a few overall problems a number of mem-
bers conlinued to do consistently well, par-
ticutarly, Ron Munro of Invercargill who had
reared 16 for the season, Bill Clinton-Baker
who had reared 10 and the Otorchanga Zoo
which had also reared 10. Mr Hayes said
the full list of successful brown teal breed-
ers would be published in Fiight.

Two further nominations were needed |




PROJECT REPORTS

OPERATION PATEKE

45 Brown Teal were released at the
Mimiwhangata Farm Park, near Whangarei,
in late September. This brought the total
released in Northland to 348 since August
1984. Observations during October indicat-
ed that the birds in the latest release had
adapted well 1o the wild. Park Ranger Wil-
lie Bearman has been keeping a close eye
on the birds and has also been supplemenl-
ing their diet with a good supply of barley.

%’hanks 10 @ Brown Teal annual repor gel-
ting lost in our posial system the figures
published in the las! 'Flight’ for the number
of brown teal reared by members last sea-
son were incorrecl,

Charlie Money ol Dargaville informed us
that he had in fact reared 11 brown teal,
bringing the total for last seasan 1o 81.
Charlie’s birds have now been uplifted and
were also released at the Mimiwhangata
Farm Park.

Granl Dumbell accompanied Neil Hayes
and Jim Campbell 1o Mimiwhangata and DU
ts hopeful that Grant will be able lo conlinue
his Northland research in the near future.

While at Mimiwhangata, Willie Bearman
produced the body of one of our brown teal
that he had found predated on a nesl a few
days earlier, This bird was one released in
July 1986 — again showing quile clearly
thal our caplive reared birds are adapting
and surviving for long periods.

OPERATION BRANTA
A considerable number ol members have
indicaled a keen desire to establish a flock
ol Canadas and it is hoped thal sufficient
birds will be available to meet all requests.
Brendan Coe reporis the arrival al his
larm near Waikanae of a Canada goose with
a candy slriped neck band. On checking
with the DOC banding office it was found
that this bird was from Lake Ellesmere, near
Christchurch.
OPERATION WHIO
The distribution of pairs of Blue ducks to DU
members has been temporarily held-up,
pending the finalisation of a new waterfow!
permitting system,

OPERATION ROYAL SWAN

The aims and objectives of operation Royal
Swan have recently been linalised and are
as follows:

BACKGROUND

The Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) is the world's
largest species of waterfow! and occurs
naturally throughout much of Europe,
Russia, Asia, North Africa, India and Korea.
The United Kingdom has a residen! popu-
lation of some 15,000 mule swans and it
was from the UK. that birds were in-
troduced into New Zealand in 1860, as an
ornamental species.

For over one hundred years the mute
swan thrived in New Zealand and through
escapes Irom waterfowl collections estab-
lished itsell in several areas of New
Zealand. In the mid 1960's the population
was estimaled to be between 2,000 & 3,000
birds, with the largest concentration being
at Lake Ellesmere.
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In early 1986 the NZ Wildlite Service
wrote to Ducks Unlimited outlining the plight
of the mute swan in NZ and asked the or-
ganisation il it would be interested in help-
ing to reverse the decline of the mute swan
After detailed discussions with the Wild-

| lite Service and with many Ducks Unlimit-

ed members, the Ducks Unlimited directors
decided that a worthwhile mute swan re-
covery programme should be instituted,
because:

==

. The Mute Swan is a magnificen! species
of wildlife, which greatly enhances the
quality of New Zealand's wild wetlands.
The Mute Swan is recognised as a Roy-
al species (hence the title of the project)
The Mute Swan greatly enhances the
quality of waterfowl collections.

The Mute Swan has clearly shown that
it is no threat to New Zealand's native
waterfowl.

The project would complement D.Us
other conservation and waterfowl propa-
gation projects.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE

PROJECT

The ‘Royal Swan' project aims to:

1. Establish a broad based captive rearing
programme for Mute Swans.

2. Establish 1iIE (50) breeding pairs of Mute
Swan with D.U. members.

3. Release surplus progeny inlo suitable
wild areas.
The long term objective is lo save the

mute swan from extinction in New Zealand

and to increase the population to a stage
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| where it is, once again, self supporting.

PROGRESS OF THE PROJECT
In February 1986 Ducks Unlimited circulal-
ed a questionnaire amongst selected mem-
bers, i.e. those known to have suitable
lagoons. The response was overwhelming.
ile plans for a recovery programme
were being considered a series ol meetings
were held with Sir Neil and Lady Diana

The mute swan. An important D.U. project to
inerease numbers of this bird around New

Zealand.

Isaac of the Isaac Wildlife Trust. Sir Neil and
Lady Diana had, over many years, eslab-
lished a captive population of some 18 pairs
ol mute swans al their wildlite sancluary,
Peacock Springs, near Christchurch. It is
entirely due to the support from the Isaac
family that D.U's operation 'Royal Swan' has
made such greal progress in such a shor
space of time, as permission was gained o
remove all surplus mule swan progeny from
Peacock Springs, after each breeding
season.

Twenty six mute swans were removed
from Peacock Springs in April 1986 and dis-
tributed 1o D.U. members in many areas of
New Zealand,

Captive pairs ol mule swans have now
been established from Northland to Inver-
cargill and D.U. still has a wailing lis! of over
20 members wishing lo join the project,

The following rules have been established
for members wishing lo join the 'Royal
Swan' recovery programme;

. The lagoon, pond or welland on which
the mute swans will reside must be a
minimum of ' hectare,,

The lagoon, pond or welland should not
be shot.

All areas will be inspected prior 1o the is-
sue of a special permil from the Depart-
ment of Conservation.

Wetland areas 1o be fenced — to keep
stock out and mule swans in.

Project participants must be prepared to
supplement the mute swans' diet with a
minimum of ane bucket of grain per day.
All progeny must be to the project
— for transfer to other members, or for
release inlo suitable wild areas.
Obviously the project is a long term one,
particularly as mute swans do not breed un-
lil three years of age, but it is off to a very
salisfactory starl. And like all Ducks Unlimit-
ed (NZ) projects it will be successful. [l
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MINUTES OF THE 13TH ANNUAL
MEETING OF DUCKS UNLIMITED (N2)
|NCORPORATED HELD AT

THC WAIRAKEI ON SATURDAY 11TH
JULY 1987 COMMENCING AT 2.00PM

WELCOME

The President, Mr J.C. Campbell, welcomed
members and guests lo the meeling,
specifically mentioning Lady Diana Isaac,
Dr Philp Tortell of the Dept of Conserva-
tion, Ralph Adams former Director of the
Wwildife Service, and Don McCulloch,
DU's Honorary Legal Adviser and member
of National Acclimatisation Societies
Executive

PRESENT

The President, Vice-President — Mr M.N,
Newcomb — and 85 members of Ducks
Unlimited (NZ) Inc. The following apologies
were announced; Ron Munro, Peter Noon,
Bud Jones, Peter French, Mark Harrison,
Garth Rippon, David Mitchell, Mark Pearce,
Peter Nola, Ron Denny, Russel Adams, Bill
Avery Allan Field, Bill Taylor, Dave Stack
and Brad Parkes. These apologies were
sustained on the mation of C. Hooson and
Allan Wilks.

MINUTES OF THELITH ANNUAL
MEETING
Taken as read.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT AND
PRESENTATION OF THE FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
The President referred 1o his report pub-
lished in the June 1987 issue of Flight and
apologised for its brevity, due to his being
oul of NZ for five weeks attending the 50th
anniversary of Ducks Unlimited in North
America. He said he was saddened to learn
on his return of the death of Sir Neil Issac.
Sir Neil and Lady Diana had been the dri-
ving force behind the ‘Royal Swan’ project,
having supplied DU with nearly 50 Mute
Swans in the pasl wo seasons. He said
New Zealand had lost one of its most im-
portant conservalionists. The President
wenl on to say that Lady Diana Isaac would
address the meeting later. The highly suc-
cessful Home Lagoon resloration project
had been DU's major wetland achievements
lo date, said the President, and the lease
of two wetland areas adjacenl to the Sin-
clair Wetlands meant that DU had manage-
ment responsibilities for over 500 hectares
of some of the world's best wetlands.
_The President went on lo comment on the
highly successtul projects at Rathkeale Col-
lege and Masterton Intermediate School
where DU had played a major role in creal-
Ing educalional waterfowl display areas. He
hoped that similar projects would be carried
out elsewhere. The President then called on
the Treasurer, Mr C. Hooson, to comment
on the Annual Financial Report which had
been circulaled to members present. Mr
Hooson apologised for Ihe lateness of the
repon, due to delays at the Auditors, and
e | —

asked if there were any
to the financial report. A question was asked

aboul the sundry deblor figure and Mr Hoo- |

son said this was mainly the $25,000 pai
1o the QEIl National Trus‘fas part of the ﬁ;
sidy for the Sinclair Wetlands, This money
had now been paid back 1o DU,

_Mr Hooson then moved that the Finan-
cial Report for 1986-87 be adopted. This
was seconded by Mr A. Elliott and carried.

Mr Hooson then went on to move that
Deloitte, Haskins & Sells be re-appointed
DU Auditors for the 1987/88 period. This
was seconded by D. Morrison and carried.

The President then moved the adoption
of his Presidential Report for 1986-87. This
was seconded by C. Hooson and carried

ELECTION — BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The President said thal the DU Board had
received two relirements at its last meeting
— Paul Pirani had decided to stand down
after continuous Board membership since
DU's formation in NZ in 1974, and Mark
Timms who had been a members' represen-
lalive since 1983. The President said that
Paul and his wife Cheryl had been a lower
of strength to DU as had Paul's brother, lan.
As a resull of these resignations the DU
Board had appointed Jim Glover as a per-
manent Board member. This appaintment
had o be ralified by the meeling and the
President moved that Jim Glover be ap-
pointed to the DU Board as a permanent
Director. This was seconded by Allan Wilks
and carried,

The President went on 1o say thal Mark
Newcomb had decided to stand down as
Vice-President and the DU Board had elect-
ed Brendan Coe to the position.

The President went on lo say that the
meeting now had 1o elect four Directors from
the floor of the meeting. Glenys Hansen and
Chris Hooson were offering themselves for
re-glection and the President asked il some-
one would like to nominate these two mem-
bers. Mr H.A. Sinclair so moved and the
nominations were seconded by lan Jensen
and carried.

queslions relaling | and lan Pirani moved that Derek Morrison

and Andy Tannock be appointed to the
Board. This was seconded by Mr H.A. Sin-
clair, There being no further nominations,
Mr Tannock and Mr Morrisan were declared
elected

In addition to recent changes to the DU
Board Mr Ralph Adams, lormer Director of
the NZ Wildlife Service, had been appoint-
ed Honorary Wildlife and Wildlite Habital
Adviser 1o the DU Board of Direclors.

REPORT ON OPERATION PATEKE

Mr Hayes said that as everyone was eagerly

awaiting Grant Dumbell's address his report,

unlike most years, would be relatively brief,
He said that the last breeding season had

| been rather disappointing, with only 70

Brown Teal being reared by members. This
being the lowes! figure since 1980 and was
due o a number of factors — the loss of
two lop breeders from the project, many
pairs were very ancient and had come 1o
the end of their breeding cycle, some hold-
ing facilities needed 10 be up-graded, and
the captive breeding programme needed an
influx of new blood. After 11 years of breed-
ing from just six pairs Mr Hayes said tha!
the DU Board feht that an influx of new blocd
was essential, bul rather surprisingly the
idea had been rejected by the Wildlife Serv-
ice, in spite of a number of applications 10
remove just 5 pairs of brown teal from Great
Barrier Island. It was only atter DU had
made a direct approach to the Director of
the Wildlife Service, Mr Ralph Adams, thal
the matter was taken seriously. Mr Hayes
said he was delighted to report that on fur-
ther application to the new Depariment of
Conservation, the issue ol a permit had
been approved.

Mr Hayes went on 1o say that in spite of
a few overall problems a number of mem-
bers continued to do consistently well, par-
ticularly, Ron Munro of Invercargill who had
reared 16 for the season, Bill Clinton-Baker
who had reared 10 and the Olorohanga Zoo
which had also reared 10. Mr Hayes said

| the full list of successful brown teal breed-

Two further nominations were needed | ers would be published in Flight.
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Repon riher, Mr Hayes said that the
pasl season's 1otal brought the 1otal num-
of brown 1eal reared in captivily by DU
mempers to 801 birds since the project stan-
ed in 1976 Releases inio the wild had con-
tnued in Northland, with 112 birds being
sed there in July last year, bringing the
released in Northland 1o nearly 300 in
three seasens The Northland releases had
met with some success at Mimiwhangata
Farm Park, but Mr Hayes said he felt that
DU had a long way to go belore any real
and lasting progress would be made in DU's
efforts to maintain a viable brown 18a! popu-
lation on the mainiand He said that the
1887 release would also be in Nonhland and
1 was hoped that Grant Dumbell would be
able 1o follew up the progress of the birds

The project had received good publicity
curing the years, largely due to Grant Dum-
tell's efforls and he had a paper pubilished
m WILDFOWL 37

Mr Hayes summed up his report by say-
ng that the projecl was in a reasonably
healthy stale and that lots of positive moves
were planned for the future. He thanked DU
breeders for their continued support and
hoped that many more DU members would
1n the project. He also thanked the DU
membership and the DU Directors for their
support for he project.

ADDRESS BY GRANT DUMBELL —
THE MARRIAGE OF BROWN TEAL
RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT

In my lalk last year (Flight 49:7,13) | gave
an overview of the annual cycle of Brown
Teal on Great Barrier Island, with an empha-
sis on how the birds used the roost sites.
However, one guestion thal was nol ad-
dressed, yel should be, is "How does
research help with the praclicalities of
managing Brown Teal?” Currenlly the main
thrust of management is directed towards

Address halling the species’ decline in Morthland,

I l while the main thrust of research is direct-
| ed lowards understanding the Great Barri-

| er Island population The immediate

I l | consideration, then, is how can these (wo
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objectives be brought 1ogether?

| The besl way Ihis can be achieved is with

a campariscn of the two populations. | have
been following the Great Barrier Island
population for three years and now have a
range of baseline information aboul it.
However, comparisons with Northland are
nol yet possible simply because there is a
total lack of information aboult that popula-
and, unfortunately, no time frame has
yet been sel for its collection either. Until
these comparisons are made we are unable
to be sure of the causes of the decling, and
we have no idea of our chances of success
in stopping 1, or whether, in fact, we are do-
ing the nght thing to stop it

Wha! we do have is some infarmation
about the success ol birds released in
MNorthland, and this is one area in which
research can help immediately, Because
captive bred birds are expensive o produce
it 15 bolh economically and ecologically sen-
sible 1o measure the release success, and
then 1o Iry and improve i1, The main purpose
of any release is lo increase 1he wild popu-
lation size by increasing reproductive out-
put and in this respect the released birds
are expendable. |l they replace themselves
with wild-bred birds 1hen the release has
succeeded. However, in order 1o do this he
birds mus! survivee long enaugh to be able
1o breed

From the Greal Barner Island data i is
Zlear that Brown Teal arg surviving well, with
an annual survivorship of 63%. Compared
to other ducks Ihis is very good and gives
an average lile expectancy, from when the
birds become independent of their parents,
of 2.2 years, | have also measured Iuletirpe
productivity of Brown Teal on Greal Barrier
Isiand and found that each hird is al least
replacing itsell, which means the population
is stable. Apparenlly, the single largesl
brake on population growth is duckling sur-
vival, and this is lowesl in the clder age
classes.

We can now compare lhese results with
the resulls from last year's release when 104
birds were let oul al Mimiwhangata. Their
survival was followed for five months and,
initially, birds disappeared quickly 1ill after
four weeks only 50% of them were still
present. However, the rale ol disappear-
ance slowed markedly and after five weeks
the released birds, thal were slill present,
were surviving as well as the wild birds on
Greal Barrier Island. Given thal the main
purpose of releasing birds is to get them to
breed, the first opportunity for them was the
1987 breeding season, at least 11 months
after their release and with these results we
could nol expect more than 33 of the origi-
nal 104 birds 1o be still present at that time.
One bird was found breeding with a wild
bird three weeks after its release bul, un-
fortunately, this is the exception and not the
rule. However, it is further proof that captive-
bred birds can breed in the wild.

Now we can examine how these research
results feed back into the management
programme, The simplest way to maximise
the success of a release musl be 1o max-
imise Ihe number ol released birds thal
breed and this can be done in two ways.
Firslly, the lime between the release and the
nex! breeding season can be shorlened
and, secondly, the rate of disappearance wi-
thin the lirst month can be minimised. The
1987 release was postponed for two months
1o iry and meel the firsl requirement, while
the currently used direct release method

Granl Dumbell tells the AGM of brown leal
research and management,

method, where birds are held at the release
site and released over a number of days,
1o meet the second requirement. The gen-
\le release has been used in the past, but
it is unlikely thal the release site was suil-
able so it was impossible 1o tell whether a
bad release method or a bad release site
caused the failure. i

By continuing to release birds at
Mimiwhangata we know the site is suitable
so the release method can be adequately
tested. This can be done by varying one
component of the release each year and
then seeing its effect on the bird's survival
The only difference between the 1986 and
1987 releases was lhe timing so by compar-
ing the survivorship of the birds in these two
releases we can choose the best time for
the release. Then in 1988 the release
method can be changed to the gentle
release and once survivorship data from all

should be changed to the gentle released

years is com)

pest release method can be chosen. They

il:han then be used at anew release site with

isea :?f:g?:qnce 1hall if future releases fail it
uacy of the release si

the releasa lechnigue, -

Why a release site i unsuilable is a ditfer-

can help provide answers 10, Wi i

of so many failed releases we trr'.ma:sr:ls;tuorg
quessing and try to be rigorous, which is the
major advantage of research. There have
been Encouraging signs in the past, and
there are more on the harizon, so while the
marriage between research angd manage-
ment may at times be stormy it also
Promises 1o be very fruithul.

BROWN TEAL BREEDER
AWARD OF THE YEAR

The President announced that Ron Munro
ol Invercargill had won the Brown Teal
Breeder of the Year Award by rearing 16
Brown Teal. Mr Munro was not able 1o be
present bul the announcement of the award
was followed by acclamalian.

| GUEST SPEAKER: DR PHILIP TORTELL

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION

Dr Tortell said he was extremely pleased o
be present and was grateful for the invila-
tion to address the meeting and lo meet with
many DU members. As a marine biclogist
he had been somewhal removed from the
interests of Ducks Unlimited and until re-
cenlly he had had only distant connections
with OU's work. In the late 1970's he did
have contact wilh the late Sir Neil Isaac and
with the MNature Conservation Council, he

| was involved with the citation presented to
| Horrie Sinclair last year.

From these rare and distant contacts Dr
Tortell said he now found, as Director of Pro-
tected Ecosyslems at the Depariment of
Conservation, that part of his new respon-
sibilities was 1o liaise with groups such as

| Ducks Unlimited.

In the early 1970's he was involved in a
number of major environmental debates,
such as the Nelson pulp mill, Aramoana,
and protection of the Motu, all pan of his

| work with the Commission for the Environ-

ment, where he had spent 10 years. He said
that this period had many frustrations be-
cause there was little government commit-
ment towards conservation. Funds were not
made available and well researched advice
was ignored.

pared the best release time and |

While some victories could be claimed
during his period, it was generally econom-
ic considerations that saved some areas
rather than any conservation commitment.

He was now Irying 1o re-establish a
programme called 'Prolected Nalural Areas
Programmes’ — a programme which aims
lo survey areas which are representative of
the unigue character of the country, Such
areas being vital to tourism.

In particular the wetlands policy had until
recenlly, been watered down and one
organistion had been responsible for
protecting wetlands. The only major organ-
isalions with a dedicated commitment to
wetlands protection was, of course, the
Wildlife Service. The Service had made an
outstanding contribution to species and
habilat protection and had established a
high profile image that was going to be
extremely difficult to follow. But the vast
majority of stafl from 1the Wildlife Service
were now in DOC and had brought with
them a weallh of knowlege and experience
which all leads to continuity.

DOC came into existence on the 15t April
and s responsibilities came from a num-
ber of different depariments which no longer
exisled. DOC had a formidable list of
responsibilities bul these could be brought
down (o two major areas:

1. Management; active, on the ground
management of resources, be they land,
Irees or animals, and resources which
are crown or publicly owned, and
Advocating conservation philosophies.
Doc's responsibilities in facl cover one
third of NZ's land area, including 10,000
kilometres of coast line, NZ islands, an-
tarctica, all native and indigenous plants
and animals, plus some animals in-
troduced for recreation, and all water
areas within NZ.

The main tasks of DOC were al local lev-
els as it is in these areas where direct
management and liaison wilh groups such
as Ducks Unlimited should mast effective-
ly take place. In fact the hierarchy within
DOC had a very narrow, decentralised and
fiat structure. There are basically Ihree lev-
els within the department; there are 8
regions which cover the entire country and
each region is like a department within that
region. Each region co-ordinates the work
within the whole of DOC. In addition there
are 34 district offices throughout NZ and it
was at district level where all the action
takes place. To co-ordinate the activilies of
districts and regions, and to establish poli-
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cles, law and nation-wide perspective, there
was the central office. From DU's viewpoint
it DU needed o get in touch with the depart-
ment the initial approach o a regional, dis-
trict or central office would be dependent on
the issue under consideration. The central
office has six areas of interest — research,
advocacy, land & fauna, recrealion and
tourism, coastal marine and protecled
ecosystems and species, _

Within his own area, the Directorate of
Protected Ecosystems and Species, this
directorate had four sections within it.

1. Protected flora & fauna, including pro-
lected species — plans and animals,

2. Protected ecosystems — habitat values
PNA Programme, €lc.

3. The Srsc'res Protection Unil, which
covers laws relating 1o protected species
and law enforcement.

Dr Tonell then went on to background
some of the problems involved in getting his
section up and running and he also outiined
the work of other sections within the cen-
tral office, His section had underiaken 1o
honour previous commitmenis and the first

three months had been spent familiarising |

themselves with the task and in bringing
staff together so thal the¥ were fully aware
of whal was expected of them,

Dr Tortell said that DU and Doc had a lot
in common and the DU President's report
had a greal deal of material with which
had a vital interest. The aims were in har-
mony and the principles and objectives
were very similar and it was logical that DU
and should work very closely together,
Such areas of close liaison should be In

public education, keeping rare waterfowl in |

captivity, developing policies for rare waler-
fowl management, wetlands creation and
prolection, inlernational liaison, inventaries
for habitatls and species, and work at the

Sinclair Wetlands. He said that his section
could possibly financially assist DU's work
at the Sinclar Wetlands and would be
pleased 1o receive an application.

Dr Tortell then went on 1o describe plans
for the establishment of 250 computer er-
minals throughout the country, for data base
collection and inventory. )

Dr Tortell thanked the DU Board of Direc-
tors for the opportunity to talk to the meel-
ing and he looked forward to many years
of co-operation with DU towards preserving,
resloring, creating and maintaini wetland
habitats and species within New Zealand.

Dr Tortell's address ended with resound-
ing acclamation.

r Tortell then went on 10 answer sever-
al questions from the fioor of the meeting,
including one from Tom Caithness regard-
ing rare waterfowl management. In reply Dr
Tortell said that an mraﬂephﬂosaphy would
be established regarding the management
of rare walerfow! and that Ducks Unlimited
would be invited to participate in establish-
ing the management programme,

The meeting adjourned at 4.00pm for
refreshmenis.

(Since the AGM Dr Tortell has generous-
ly supplied a diagram which clearly shows
gne s}lruclure of the Dept of Conservation.

ac.

poc | VISIT TO CANADA

The President provided a detailed run-down
on his recent visit to Canada to attend the
50th anni y of the founding of Ducks
Unlimited in North America. The North
Americans had looked atter him really well
and many important wetland projects had
been seen, The whole size of the operation
is massive and DU Is now by far the larges!
conversalion group in the world. For him
one of the highlights of the conference was
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a run-down on each counlry’s lund-raising
events work by representatives from each
country. Canada was first, Mexico second,
NZ third, DU USA fourth. In spite of NZ's
relatively modest offering, four people at the
conference had chosen to suppon DU NZs
cause by joining as Life members.

The President said he was working hard
al ensuring that good numbers of North
Americans came to visit NZ. He said he was
also working on ensuring that a good con-
tingent of New Zealanders visited Canada

next year for their 50th anniversary
celebrations.

PRESENTATION OF THE BILL BARRETT
TROPHY

The President said he would like to invite
Lady Diana Isaac lo come forward and
receive the Bill Barrett Trophy, a trophy
which was awarded annually to the person
or persons who the DU Board of Directors
pelieved had done oulslanding work in

ing the aims and objectives of Ducks
Unlimited.

Sir Neil & Lady Diana's work al Peacock
Springs with Mule Swans and in creating
impressive waterfowl habitat had been
tremendous.

On receiving the award, together with a
Mute Swan figurine to keep permanently,
Lady Diana said thal the award was totally
unexpected and while her and her late hus-
bands association with Ducks Unlimited
had only been a relatively short one they
had both enjoyed it greatly and she an-
nounced that an Open Day had been set
aside al Peacock Springs for Ducks Unlimit-
ed. This announcement and the award were
carried with resounding acclamation.

SINCLAIR WETLANDS MANAGER'S
REPORT

In introducing Mr Sinclair the President said
that at long last the building complex con-
struction was underway.,

Mt Sinclair said he would like to echo the
President’s remarks aboul Dr Torell's ad-
dress and it was obvious that Dr Tortell's
heart was in the right place and that he
looked forward 1o seeing him al the wet-
lands in the near fulure.

In presenting his report Mr Sinclair out-
lined his and DU's association with the
Berwick Youth Adventure Trust. His involve-
ment with a great number of visitors to the
wellands was oullined as was his recruit-
ment campaign, whereby he had recruiled
195 new members for DU. He also repon-
ed on the number of ducks shol during the
season by some 50 hunters and on the two
new lease areas acquired by DU, one of 52
hectares and the other of 85 heclares. Il was
because of DU's positive moves lowards
public education and its high prafile thal the
lease of the two areas had come to DU.
Both areas were adjacen! to the Sinclair
Wetlands.

He reminded those present about the im-
portance of getting oul there and recruiting
new members. He said a video had been
made by himself and John Begg of the two
new lease areas and this was on hand lor
viewing.

Mr Sinclair wenlt on lo thalcplansm
in hand to establish a DU Chapter in
Dunedin.

He expressed concern about the falling
numbers of ducks and reminded everyone
that very careful managems.it was needed.
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Hunter education was conhinuing in Ota-
go and DU and the local gun club had held
another junior hunter education day. A day
which covered many aspecls ol game
management,

REPORT ON OPERATION WETLANDS
Mr Coe said thal the pasl year had been a
one for DU's wetland projects. Besides
the work at the Sinclair Wetlands the Home
Lagoon project in the southern Wairarapa
had been extremely successhul. He oullined
the work of Messts Campbell and Hansen
in creating a series of islands at the Home

La?oﬂn. .
hanks largely to the President's efforts
a number of lagoons had been crealed in
Wairarapa and in southern Hawkes Bay. Mr
Coe said thal this son of enthusiasm was
also needed in other areas and currenlly DU
was working in the Manawalu creating a

series of lagoons on privale property.
Many new wetlands projects were in the
pipeline and DU was looking forward to a
full wetlands creation management

programme.

REPORT ON OPERATION WHIO

Jan Bryant reported on the trial release of
Blue ducks on the slopes of Egmont. These
birds were doing well in the wild. The 3 pairs
were held in a pre-release pen for ten days
and on release had immediately adapted o
1he fast flowing stream. Observations were
continuing. As a result of this success the
Department of Conservation had approved
the placement of several pairs of Blue ducks
1o selected DU members to increase the
caplive base for a recovery programme.

REPORT ON OPERATION GRETEL

Mr Elliott outlined Gretel activities during the
year, in which additional nest boxes had
been erecled at Pikes Lagoon in the
Wairarapa, and in the Waikato. It was obvi-
ous that the project was very successful and
Grey Teal were now being recorded in just
about all parts of NZ.

REPORT ON OPERATION BRANTA

Mr Hayes reported that as a result of the
Wellington Acclimalisation Society's deci-
sion lo place Canada geese on the game
licence, DU Directors fell thal operation
‘Branta’ had just about run its course and
that DU had been lotally successful in es-
tablishing the Canada in the North Island.

Mr Hayes then went on lo describe the
history of the project and how DU had con-
centraled much of its efforts in the Wai-
rarapa. He said thal since 1976, DU had
spent $3,850 on the project, or approximate-
ly $10/bird, but when the input by DU mem-
bers was taken into account the figure in
real terms would be well over 100,000 dol-
lars. He said it was therefore somewhal
disappointing that the Wellington Acclima-
tisation Society had chosen to place geese
on the licence without any consultation with
Ducks Unlimited. One D ber was in
fact so irate about the decision that he had
written at length to the Minister for the En-
vironment in an effort to determine why the
decision had been approved by the
Governmenl.

Mr Hayes said that it was lortunate that
very few geese seemed lo have been shot
in the Wairarapa, bul as a result of hunling
being allowed il was very unlikely that there
would be any more transfers of geese from

the South Island. Members wishing to es.
tablish a lock of gease could, hnwe%m. still
:nr,?uuu tham through DU and its members,

he Wellington Zoo had again assisled
the project by supplying DU with 13 geese
lro'T ther last breeding season

1 Hingies sandd thint 1oday therm were
ably al least 7,000 new re:f«jan'r nihe m
Island, but that it reasonabile numbers were
1o be mantained, very canful mana:y:nv;nl
was essenlial. He sai that the DU Board
of Directors wished 1o thank all these who
had conlributed 1o the sutcess of the
project

REPORT ON OPERATION ROYAL SWAN
Mr Glaver reported that last year 26 Mute
Swans had been removed from Peacock
Springs and distributed 10 members and this
)ly_egr a further 23 birds had been removed

his year a light plane had been chartered
and the birds had been flown fram Christ-
church to the Wairarapa, from where they
were distributed.

When the project started, concern had
been expressed as to where the birds were
1o be placed, but al present there was still
a very long list of members wishing 1o join

the project. Mr Glover went on to describe
this year's calch-up al Peacock Springs, in
which 13 people had taken pan. He thanked
everyone for their suppon

EDITORIAL REPORT
On introducing Gary Girvan the President
reminded members thal more articles were
needed lrom them if the success of Flight
was I continue

Mr Girvan reparted thal four i1ssues had
bean published during the year and he paid
Inbute 1o the excellent suppon received
from the printers, Lithographic Services,
Spectrascan, whose Director  Terry
MeDanald produced the colour separation
wark lor the coloured covers al no cosl to
DU, and to the many others who assisled
with the production ol Flight. In addition he
Ihanked the reqular advertisers, particular-

ty Winchester NZ who had supported Flight
Wﬂ zsmce the establishment of Winchester
n

THERE BEING NO GENERAL BUSINESS,
THE PRESIDENT THANKED EVERYONE
FOR THEIR ATTENDANCE AND CLOSED
THE MEETING AT 5.15pm
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