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HISTORY CREATED AT THE 11th DUCKS UNLIMITED
ANNUAL CONFERENCE — THC TOKAANU 13th JULY '85

D.U. SALUTES
HORRIE SINCLAIR

n Saturday the 13th July 1985 a
record one hundred and forty
members and guests, at the Ducks
Unlimited 11th Annual Conference, witness-
ed what must surely be the most magnificent
gesture ever made to a New Zealand conser-
vation group; when, at 3.10pm, Horace Alex-
ander Sinclair of Qutram, Dunedin, formally
gified his 779 acre wetland property to Ducks
Unlimited. The signing of the Sale and Pur-
chase agreement, shown below, was record-
ad by TV's ‘Country Calendar' film crew and
shown on the 4th August, as part of a com-
plete pregramme about Horrie Sinclair and
what he has achieved overthe last twenty five
years, This superb programme showed by far
the best film of wild waterfow! ever taken in
New Zealand and also clearly showed the na-
tional importance of the Sinclair Wetlands.
(The programme was also the ultimate
follow-up to the earlier D.U/Country Calen-
dar programme and we have ordered video
copies 1o go in our growing video lending
library.)

The finalisation dais of the Szis and Pur.
chase agreement was the 315t July and the
property title was fransferred o Ducks
Unlimited shortly after that date. Thes piac-
ing D.U.{N-Z.) on the world mapin respect of
privately owned wetiands of outsianding

quality. Overseas authorities have recoons-

ranking in the top twenty privaisly ownsg
wetlands,

The wetiands lie between Lakes Waihoia
and Waipori, just south of Cunedin, and have
long been recognised as the best New
Zealand wetlands in private hands.

Of the 779 acres only 40 acres are pac-
docks and the wetlands support well over 80
species of birdlife; including. N.Z. Scaup. NZ
Shoveler, N.Z. Paradise Shelduck, grey
ducks, grey teal, mallard, occasional browen
teal, Black Swan, Canada geese, fem bird
pellbird, tui, native pigeon, banded rail, and
S0 on, and so on, It is paradise for ail the
species present. In association with the QEIl
National Trust, Ducks Uniimited has placed
an Open Space Covenant on the Sinciair
Wetlands — to protect the wetlands in
perpetuity — and has also produced a com-
prehensive management plan, which covers
both shori and long term proposais, such as:
1.  Theerectionof a Manager's residence,

-

The Mzagic Moment. Horrle signing on the dotted line, with the Hon. L. W. Gandar

and Paul Pirani looking on.

Garry Girvan

with workshop. garage, boatshed and
visitors accommodation.

2 The establishment of public education
facilities, research facilities, walkways,
hides, landscaped and fenced ponds
with captive waterfowl. and so on,

Fencing, planting and habitat manage-
ment work will also be carried out. Horrie
Sinclair will reside on the property and will
continue to manage the wetlands in exactly
the same way as he has done forthe past 25
years.
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amounts were presented to Paul Pirani, prior | Ohakune Mark Nicholson
to the commencement of the auction: Well- | Pharmacy
ington $3.000, Taumarunui $500, Hamilton | Rover Products,
$1,600. Eketahuna $1,000 (population 800), = Otaki

Auckland $1,300. A really outstanding = Raetihi Hardware  Keith Barnett

contribution. Hooson Industries, Garry Girvan

Obviously the Sinclair Wetlands manage-
ment proposals will be an expensive exarcise
for Ducks Unlimited, but D.U. Directars are
confident that its members and friends will
support this vital werk, by contributing very
positively to the recently launched fund rais-

Neil Motion

ing appeal. In fact shortly after the annual The Taqmarqnui Chapter. under the | Wellington

conference over $10,000 had already been guidance of Chairman Gavin Brears, again | Dalgety Crown, Bruce Wilde
contributed by members. The QEIl National | ranasuperbD.U.Clay TargetChampionship | Feilding

Trust will also be contributing funds te the at the Taumarunui Gun Club on Friday 12th Norfolk Gardens.  B. Pickworth
management of the wetlands and several | JulyandSS00wasraisedattheshoot(results = Feilding

other groups have alsa indicated that finan- are shown elsewhere in this issue). Hedley's Bookshop, Jim & Pat Campbell

cial support could be forthcoming. THC Tokaanu Manager and D.U. | Mastenton Neil & Sylvia Hayes
Honorary member, Keith Bamnett, provided | Oldfield Sports, Alian & Jane Elliott

Afund raising target of $100,000 has been another quality annual dinner for a record | Mitre 10. Jim & Doreen

set and Directors are confident that D.U 154. We congratulate and thank Keith and | Masterton Glover

members will show why D.U, iniis very short his staff for their efforts. King & Henry, Sig & June Bronger

history has become such a major force in Thanks are also due toalf the D.U. ladies | Masterton Ted & Glenys

wetlands and waterfowl conservation. All | who worked extremely hard to ensure a ’_ Hansen

donations will be tax deductible. If any | record income. Haleyon Publishing, lan & Dawn Pirani

member requires more fund raising pam- Winchester N.Z. again staged an im- | Auckland Paul & Cheryl

phiets please iet Us know. pressive display of quality shotguns and this Pirani

Horrie Sinclair again set the trend for yet
another outstanding annual conference —

proved to be very popular. Ducks Unlimited
is extremely fortunate to have such a close

Gaylord Donnelley, Bill & Helen Avery
U.S.A.

each annual conference to date has clearly | ally and supporter as Winchester N.Z., a | David Diane & Craig
indicated the intense interest in the activities company whose management fully ap- | Hagenbaumer, Walker

of Ducks Unlimited and such supportis very preciates that (as Horrie Sinclair keepstell-  U.S.A.

evident in the factthat D.U.Treasurer, Garry ing us) “Without habitat we have nothing”. | Don Eley

Girvan, banked a massive and spectacular
$47,000 on the Monday morning after an in-

credible weekend.

The main auction produced an income of

The list of auction item donors shows the |
incredible support for what Ducks Unlimited
15 all about. and sincere thanks to the follow-
ing for helping achieve ancther memorable

Ken Lowry, Winchester Australia
Brendan Coe

Audrey Pritt

D.U. Auckland Chapter

over $31.000: boosted by $16,400 being occasion: We do hope we havent missed anyone.,
taken for the cased pair of Henry Atkin D.U.{USA) Louic Denolfer A special tribute must be paid to Stewart
shotguns, The Cogswell & Harrison shotgun Bill Clinton-Baker Morrison, Executive Vice-President of D.U.
raised $4,000 and the B30 semit-auio D.U. (Canada) Ron Denny Canada, who came to New Zealand

shotgun $2,600. Paintings and prints again Z. Wiidlife
proved popular and an original painting of 2
pair of brown teal by Naney Tichborne rais-

ed $550.

Anneke Borren

Service
Winchester N.Z.
Lid

Owen Mapp |

specifically to address our annual con-
ference. His address was outstanding and
his words of wisdom invaluable to our efforts.
Athousands thanks Stew and we hope to see

D.U. (U.S.A) had again sent a fine set of Beiloaders Robyn Stewart you and your family out here again.
limited edition watetfowl prints and these Supplies Lid We would also like fo thank Ralph Adams,
raised over $2,000. Kelly RBotorua Ltid  Tom Caithness Director of the N.Z, Wildlife Service, and Les

The silent auction proved as popular as Tisdalis Lid. Mark Newcomb Gandar, Chairman of the QEIl National Trust,
ever and also raised over $2,000. Auckiand for being present at the signing of the Sale

Auctioneer Bill Wilkinson was, as always, Broadhead and Purchase agreement and for speaking
fantastic and our overseas guests reckoned Jewellers, Dr Tony Cutten about the importance of the Sinclair
they were going to take him back to North Wanganui Wetlands. And a special thanks to Bill McLay,
America. Ohakune Sporis Alan Han Vice-President of the South Island Council of

Our Sales Department also had a good |
weekend, thanks largely to the efforts of | Parnell

Hangup Gallery, Chris Hansen

Acclimatisation Sacieties, and Horries right
hand man, who ensured that all the relevant

Diane Walker, and over 33,000 was taken. | N.Z. Field & Stew Morrison, documents were on hand for the meeting: Bill
This year a substantial amount was rais- Stream Lid, Canada also witnessed the signing of the historic
ed by our five Chapters and the following Auckland | documents. 2]
- =2t e
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

subscription renewal form was
A enclosed with the March 'Flight’

(thus saving around $300 in
postage) and the initial response to
renewals has been vary good. Another
renewal notice is enclosed with this issus; if
you have already paid please ignore it, but if
not please send in your subscription as soon
as possible and help D.U. keeps its subs
one of the lowest of any New Zealand con-
senvation group. A decal and receipt is now
sent to all who renew their subs.

SINCLAIR WETLANDS FUND
RAISING APPEAL

D.U. NEWS

By now all members will have received a
D.U. fund raising appeal pamphlet and the
response has been great.

Various organisations have alsc been ap-
proached and the QEIll National Trust has to
date come up trumps with a guaranteed
$25,000 commitment towards the rangers
residence complex. This is a magnificent
contribution. Several larga coniributions
have been received from individuals but any
amount at all will be most welcome.

All contributions are tax deductible, within
the terms of the lstters printed below, and if
you need further fund raising pamphlets
please let us know.

TAX DEDUCTIBILITY OF
CONTRIBUTIONS TO DUCKS
UNLIMITED (N.Z.)
When D.U. revised its Constitution, sariier
this year, copies had to be sent o the
Depariment of infand Revenue o ascenan
whether D.U. was still eligble for chaniabie
and tax deductibie siatus. We ar= thersiors
please to publish the Depariments reply, 2s
well as the depariment's earlier letisr o
which this reply refers.

When ciaiming your tax refund you
should inciude a xerox copy of these lefters
with your tax retum.

Infand Revenue Department
Wellington 31.5.85

|

Dear Mr Hayes,
| refer to your letter of 15 April 1985in
which you advise changes 10 the rules of
your society.

| am writing to advise that the proposed
changes are acceptable to this Depart-
ment and will not alter the charitable status
granted by this Department on 6 October |
1979.
Yours faithfully,
E. Pickering Director {Revenue)

Inland Revenue Department,
Wellington.
5 October 1979

Dear Mr Pirani,
Donations and subscriptions to Ducks
Unlimited qualify for the purposes of sec-
tions 564 and 147 of the Income Tax Act
1976 (previously sections 84B and 1268 of
the Land and Income Tax Act 1954).
Under section 56A individuals may claim a
rebate of 50 cents in the dollar in respect
of donations and subscriptions to Ducks
Unlimited up to a maximum of 3175 for all
qualifying donations and private school
faes. Under section 147 public companies
may claim a deduction up 1o a maximum
of $1,000 to Ducks Unlimited. In respect of \
the aggregate of all qualifying donations a
public company can claim the greater of.
— $1,000, or
— 5 percent of the company’s assessatie
income.

Ducks Unémited is aiso approved for e
purposes of the cllowing Acs:
— Saction 18 of the St=rmp and Cheges
Dutes At 1571 — exssmpton Fom ooo-
vSyance Cufy.
— Sactions IBA anc T30i e Es=t=ana
Gift Dusties ACt 1968 — exsopson ior
sstate 20 LTy PUTpOSSS.

5} — examption from

Income Tax Act 1 plion
income ta3x.
Yours faithiully,

D. R. Smart, Director (Revenue)

MEMBERSHIP.
New Life Member. D.U.'s good friend Ken
Lowry of Winchester Australia has become
our latest Life member, Ken, who has been
an enthusiastic D.U. supporter since Win-
chester established its own subsidiary in
New Zealand, attended this years annual
meeting. Ken's support and that of Win-
chester N.Z. has been of very considerable
assistance in establishing D.U. as a major
wetland and waterfowl conservation group.
New Distinguished Members. Dr Kaj
Westerskov, until recent retirement Pro-
fessor of Zoology of Otago University, has
joined D.U. as a Full member. Dr Wester-
skov has published numerous scientific
papers and we are hopeful that 'Flight’ will
see articles from him in the not too distant

| future.

A Principal of Bioresearches Lid, MrG. C.
Don M.Sc., has recently joined as a full
member, Mr Don tells us that Bioresearches
are currently undertaking posi-hydro
monitoring studies on the Wheae znd
Rangitaiki Rivers, and considerable em-
phasis is being placed on the hydro effects
on three of our endemic waterfiow! — the
blue duck, brown {aal and the scaud

New Trade Members. The iast coupie of
monihs has seen our Trade membership hist
continue 10 grow at an extremely healthy
rate and the ioliowing have recently joined
2s a0 members. Shooters Suppias Lid.,
Chrssctasch, Niioe indusines Lid,, Petone,
Gun Cay, Chvisicharch, Balinger Firearms
L Chr=chesch P.F Noia, Auckiand, A.
Co=rt, Hestings S, Giboard, Wanganui, R.
B=sham Sandringham, Nevilie Newcomb
L2 Aucdand

New Sponsor Members. Mr D. K. Prit-
chard Sran Falkner, Dians Walker have
becorme Sponsor members for 1985-86.

Donations. DU, s indebiad to the following
for recent donations: M. Dench, D, Brown,
D. Mciachian. S. Bordace. W. McFarand, K.

Trout angling.

. GUARANTEE
) i YOUR COPY
i Piease send me one
Q 1 ;:’r:ns::;c':iption to
MAGAZINE : magazine, (6 issues)
New Zealand's Premier Sporting Publication : bt ol g W
Upland gamebird hunting. : s TR
Wlldiowhng Blg game g Address: ...
. . 3 1
huntmg ) SeahSh.]ng < " Pos.l;o ......................
I Rod & Rifle Magazine
1
1

PO Box 38-138
PETONE
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Barnett, T. Nooyen, T. Caithness, P. | publicity Allan Elliott and Neil Hayes were

McLecd. J. Tilley, S. Bronger, J. Campbell,
K. Lowry, M. Newcomb, J. Ward, R. Denny,
Mrs C. P. Sigvertson.

1986 ANNUAL MEETING

D.U. annual meetings have now cutgrown
THC Tokaanu — where we have experisnc-
ed an incredible four years — and it has
been decided to try THC Wairakei for the
1986 meeting. Wairakei will be able to ac-
commodate all those attending under one
roof and D.U. has taken the bold step of
booking the whols of the hotel for Saturday
12th July 1986. Pencil in this date now. Fur-
ther details will appear in the next ‘Flight'.

PUBLICITY
A press release from D.U. followed the Coun-
try Calendar programme about Horrie’s great
gift to D.U. and news of the gift was reported
in most city newspapers as well as many pro-
vincial papers.

Recent brown teal releases were also well

reported in most papers and our brown teal
project was well covered in a recent issue of
The Landscape’; the official journal of the
N.Z. Institute of Landscape Architects. This
was a special issue devoted to wetlands and
conservation and is an excellent publication.
While not generally known to blow our own
trumpet in our own magazine, the Editor of
The Landscape', Boyden Evans, whois aiso
the QEIl National Trusts Landscaps Ar-
chitect, had this to say in a recent lstier to
D.U’'s secretary Neil Hayes:
“It became obvious 10 me when we wers
deciding on material to be included in the
special wetlands issue that not 1o have a con-
tribution from Ducks Uniimited would nave
been a serious error on our part. | say that
because of what | regard as the framendous
contribution that Ducks Unlimited have made
and are continuing to make to the protaction
of New Zealand's heritage. | have been im-
pressed by the professionalism of Ducks
Unlimited in all its operations and | 2m ex-
tremely pleased to be associated with your
organisation in some small way.”

Copies of this special issue of The Land-
scape’ (36 pages), which contains much in-
formation about the management and pro-
tection of wetlands, is available from D.U. for
$6/copy including postage. In additional

‘stars'ina TV1 ‘Close-Up' programme about
the opening of the 1985 duck season. Part of
the 15 minute programme was fiimed on
Allan’s pond and both Neil and Allan were in-
terviewed about hunting and conservation.
Ducks Unlimited again received a good
mention.

RAFFLES FOR FIREARMS

Several letters arrived from members asking
why we didnt raffle the B80 shotgun
{generously sent to us by D.U. (U.S.A)) in-
stead of offering it for tender — as it turned
out no tender was accepted and we auction-
ed the B8O at the annual auction. But the fact
is that 11 is illegal 1o raffle firearms in New
Zealand. This, of course, is most unfortunate

| as D.U.couid have easily raised $10,000 by

raffling such a magnificent firearm.
Overseas, firearms are widely offered in raf-
fies and large amounts of money is raised for
wildlife management work. D.U. (N.Z.) did
make representations to the Minister of Inter-
nal Affairs, but as 2 major amendment would
be needed 1o the Lotteries & Gaming Actwe
didn1 have any joy.

CAROLINA'S SHOT

For the second game season running a pair
of Carolina Wood Ducks were shot; thistime
at Grovetown, near Blenheim, during May.
We know ofno D.U. member in that area with
Caroling’s but not ali people with Caralina's
are D.U. membersl!

EKETAHUNA CHAPTER HOLDS
“SIMULATED FIELD” SHOOT
(From Glenys Hansen)

The Eketahuna Gun club grounds was the

venue for another Simulated Figld shoot ar-
ranged by the Eketahuna Chapter on 30th
June 1985.

With the weather much more suited to wat-
ching the Telethon, Allan Elliott, Ted Hansen,
Jim Campbell, Chris Hansen and new
member Francis Murray-Aynsiey donned wet
weather gear and set up 8 hand traps in
various positions around a cliff overlooking
a river, 10 provide 40 sporting targets for any
shooter that was brave enough to go out in
the very heavy rain to shoot them. To the
amazement of everyons, 45 shooters turned
up o see what Simulated Field shooting was

all about. Those that waited until after lunch
1o shoot their round, managed 1o keep dry as
the rain had stopped and shooting was much
more pleasurable. 32 shooters went around
the field again to see if they could better their
score,

Scores for the day

1st round 2nd round

29/40 G. Pilcher 3540 Jim Campbell
Allan Elliott  29/40 Don Frewin

28/40 Mike Mitcheli T. Winter

27/40 Jim Campbell 28/40 M. Smith

Chris Hansen J. Winter
26/40 Ted Hansen 2740 Ted Hansen
J. Court

Everyone had a very enjoyable day and
with the profits of the day, plus the other fund
raising efforts that the chapter has done dur-
ing the year, the Eketahuna Chapter hopes
to hand over $1000 at the AGM at Tokaanu.

Thanks to the ladies for providing the after-
noon tea. ($1000 was indeed handed over at
the AGM; a tremendous achievement. Editor)

NEW CHAIRMANWWFNZ
Mr R W Steele BCom, FCA was recently ap-

pointed as Chairman of Trustees of WWF-NZ.

He succeeds Sir William Gilbert,

Mr Steele is also Chairman of Directors and
Chief Executive of Cable Price Downer Group
of Companies. A director since 1969,

Chairman of Bain Dawes (NZ) Limited, the
Mount Cook Group Limited, James Cook
Hotel Limited, New Zealand Casing Com-
pany Limited. Toyota New Zealand Limited.

A director of Crown Corporation Limited,
NZ| Corporation Limited, and Rangatira
Limited.

A Trustee of the New Zealand Institute of
Economic Research and a member of the
Council of the National Museum.

A past president of the New Zealand Socie-
ty of Accountants.

NEWS FROM D.U. (U.S.A))

The D.U. (U.S.A)) Presidents report for
1984-85 reveals some interesting facts and
figures about the growth and activities of
Ducks Unlimited in the U.S.A. During this
period just under $30 million was raised by
the 800,000 members and 3,400 committees
across the U.S.A. Of the $50 million only
2.8% was spent on administration; a massive

MODEL 500 INTERCHOKE
The most versatile shotgun = the SKB Range
Baxiock type construction with new cold faroed hammer springs
Selective single macer with automatc sjectors
Deep blusd barrels with ventilated b
New interna iy fitted six choka system includes 2 skaet 2nd one sach ', 14, W
ang full choke (sez insert]
Nitride or blued hand enyraved ation
Hand ¢chackerad Franch walnut stocks Onl fmished

PRICE
AROUND
$1.995

SKBFIELD GUNS AVAILABLEATALL LEADING GUN STORESNOW
Distributed in New Zealand by KILWELL SPORTS, Private Bag, Rotorua




ART EXHIBITION BY D.U. MEMBERS
Lower Hutt was recently privileged to be able
to view works of art by three Ducks Unlimited
members, when Owen Mapp, Anneke Bor-
ren, and Robyn Stewart exhibited their work
atthe Dowse Art Museum, from early August
to early September.

Owen is a specialist bone and ivory carver;
Anneke {Owen's wife) and Robyn are superb
potters. All three very generously donated
items of their work to this years annual auc-
tion. The exhibition proved extremely
popular and was another indication of the

| wealth of talent amongst D.U. members.

VIDEO TAPES
VHS video tapes of the D.U/Country Calen-
dar programme and the Hidden Places
Sinclair Wetlands programme are available
onioan from box 44.176, for two week periods
and $10 to cover postage and packing. We
hope to also have the Horrie Sinclair/Coun-
try Calandar programme available also; at
no extra cost.

SALES DEPT.
NEW ITEMS
o R , 4 | DU SHIRT $38.00
QOur new President Jim Campbell delivering a vote of thanks to outgoing President RSE Y
Paul Pirani. crslg Walker DU JE $59.00
= : e e in Red, Blue or Green
was spent on conservation projects, “B" S. Munden - H
and the remainder spentonmembership ser- “C" B. Redmayne W|th Jumplng Ma“afd
vices, education and field operations. Income S/BARREL H/O W. Becroit and ‘Ducks Unlimited”
came from the following sources; dinners “A" D. Devcich
56%, 16.7% membership, 17.2% sponsor- “B” C. Walker . b wee L
ship, 2.8% from the state government, 3.2% | “C" B. Redmayne AngO): 6 ize . d@':'\elgfy
from major sponsors and 4,1% frominterest | S/RISE H/O W. Becroft pec fy S requi x
and others. : “A” G. Brears
‘~ “B" A. Munden OTH EW ITEM
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MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF DUCKS
UNLIMITED (N.Z) INCORPORATED

Held at THC Tokaanu on Saturday 13 July 1985 at 2pm

WELCOME

he President welcomed memebers
tc the conference, specifically
mentioning Mr Stewart Morrison, Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Ducks Unlimited
Canada, and his wife and son; Hon LW. Gan-
dar, Chairman of Queen Elizabeth Il National
Trust; Messrs R. 7. Adams, T. Caithness and
J. Cheyne of the N.Z. Wildelife Service, D.A.
McCulloch of N.Z. Acclimatisation Socisty,
former directors of Ducks Unlimited, Televi-
sion New Zealand “Country Calandar" film
crew and gave special thanks to Mr K.
Barnett, proprieter of the THC Tokaanu for the
excellent conference arrangements.

PRESENT

Were the President, (Mr PB.C. Pirani), Vice
President (Mr J. Campbell) and 140 financial
members of Ducks Unlimited (N.Z.) Inc.
Apologies were read from a list provided by
the Secretary and included Sir William
Gilbert, Mr & Mrs G. Barlow, Mr & Mrs Q.
Phillips, Mr & Mrs Whittle, Messrs |. Jensen,
M. Midgley, C. Hewson. M. Harrison, M. Ford,
R. Denny, Dr P. Quinn, P. Nola, F, Bennett, D.
McNeil and W. Pritt. Apologies were sustain-
ed on the motion of Messrs A, Elliotti). Camp-
bell. The President introduced key D.U. of-

ficers to the members and remarked that it |

was the eleventh conference of the group and
his final as President.

MINUTES PREVIOUS CONFERENCE
On the motion of Messrs B, Coe/AT. Flexman
it was resolved that the Minutes of the Tenth
Annual Conference held on Saturday, 14 Ju-
ly 1984 at Tokaanu, having been circulated to
members in "Flight” issue September 1384,
be taken as read and confirmed; there being
one matter arising relating 1o the publication
“World of Shooting".

PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

The President referred briefly to his annual |

report published in the June 1985 issue of
“Flight” magazine and {o the Annual Accounts
therein. He remarked how the Board struc-
ture and operations of Ducks Unlimited had
changed and developed in the 11 years since
establishment; since the first meeting called

iogether by Mr J. Worth to talk about the for- | |

mation of DU. in New Zealand. He com-
mented that the early team had been very en-
thusiastic and that that enthusiasm continued
%0 the present day. He said the name "Pirani’,
Trouch his brother, sister in faw and wife, had
oeen linked with ihe organisation from the

S=gmning and said that while there would still |

be family involvement, the leadership now
passed to Mr J. Campbell, the newly elected
President and his Vice President, Mr M.
Newcomb.

The President further commented that
amang DU. members there was a strong
desire fo gain a seat on the Board and this
was healthy. He believed the present direc-
tors comprised the most experienced and ag-
gressive D.U. ever had. He observed wryly
that in years past the President had advised
fellow directors what had to be done, and
usually this was carried out. Today, he com-
mented. his fellow directors were far more
questioning, there was more input, and this
was an extremely healthy sign. He person-
ally locked forward with much confidence to
the next ten years and confirmed that D.U.
was “here {o stay”, Eleven years ago DU. had
sometimes been referred to as a “bunch of
avid aviculturists™ — he said it now had the
respect of all major government, quasi-
government and private environmental

| groups because it "got on with the job in

| hand’ Ducks Unlimited had been the subject

of much envy from other groups because of
its high public profile — the President said he
always answered that this was because D.U.
didn't just talk about what it was going 1o do;
D.U. undertook its work, did it weil and was
totally unified in its determination to achieve
its goals.

The President called for comments on the
published Annual Accounts. A member ques-
tioned the listing of Wellington Chapter funds
as a liability in the Accounts, The Treasurer
advised that at balance date the amount was
recorded as suchin the books as it related to
the use of credit card faciiities at a recent fun-
draising event and zt year end all transactions
had not been completed, hence it appeared
as a liability but would be reversed in due
course. The Secretary commented on the
generosity of various publications with free
advertising, stating the figura reflected in the
Accounts was an understatement of the true
pasition. There being no further questions the
President moved the adoption of the Income

Stew Morrison answering questions after his fine address.
Craig Walkar
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shotguns for $16,400,
Crafg Waiker

Bill Wilkinson in full cry. Bill was in his element when selling the ‘Best’ English

& Expenditure Account and Statement of
Assets & Liabilities as at 31 March 1885
Seconder was Mr J. Campbell.

AUDITORS

It was resovled that the Auditors, Messrs
Deloitie Haskins & Sells be re-appointad for
the 1985/86 year. (Messrs A. Elliot/C. Walker)

ELECTION — BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

The President conveyed his thanks to the
Board of Directors for support during the year.
Messrs FS.S. Bailey, B. Cos, J. Glover and M.
Timms, elected members' representatives
being eligible, offered themselves for re-
election. The President called for further
nominations. None were received. It was
resolved that the four directors be re-electad

" to the Board (Messrs A.J. Wilks/C. Walker,)

RULES

The President advised that a copy of the
Rules of Ducks Unlimited, which had recently
been amended, was available at the meeting
for perusal by any financial member present.

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The President stated that a signed copy of the
Audited Annual Accounts for the year ended
31 March 1985 was available at the meeting
for perusal by any financial member.

REPORT ON OPERATION PATEKE
Mr EN. Hayes outlined the year's key
activities commenting that it had been

another excellent year for the proect. 127
Brown Teal had been reared by members and
orougnt the iotsl reared in captivity 1o over
70, Mr B. Munro of Invercargill had made an
ouistanding contribution 10 the project. rear-
ing an impressive 24 birds nthe “Breeder
of the Year’ Award — his fine sffort illustrating
the value of the D.U-devsloped flockmating
lechnique, He congratulated all other
members who participated mentioning
specifically Messrs W. Sanderson, W.
Clinton-Baker, D, Brenkley, Otorohanga
Zoeological Society and Wellington Zoo, com-
menting that a full list of successful breeders
would be published in “Flight”

The captive rearing successes over the
past two seasons had enabled 177 Brown
Tealto be released in Northland since August
1984. Foilow-up operations had shown a
healthy and encouraging survival rate. He ex-
pressed DU's thanks to the Whangarei
branch of the Wildlife Service and to local
farmars who were very enthusiastic. Special
thanks were given to MrJ. Campbell who had
erected a Brown Teal holding aviary on his
property which enabled D.U. to hold birds
reared at one location,

Mr Hayes said interest in Operation Pateke
remained high and the forthcoming seasen
would see more than 30 members holding
over 60 pair Brown Teal. The Brown Teal
display unit was completed during the year,
made possible by a grant from the
Environmental Council — this had been
widely used and of great value.

Brown Teal research on Great Barrier

Isiand was proceeding well with Mr G.
Dumbell reporting extensively and regularly
of Nis progress. Early findings indicated a
very healthy Brown Tea! population on the
isiand, number just over 1.000 birds, with
OGS also appearning o be longHived, Mr
Dumbed having rapped birds first banded in
5%

Mr Hayes said the research, which was
financially supported by DU, the Wildlife Ser-
vice and the Royal Forest & Bird Protection
Saociety, was vital to the long term survival of
the species, He concluded with the comment
that Operation Pateke which incorporated
every facet of wildlife mangement had gain-
ed international as well as local recognition
and was a tribute to all who had taken part
with such enthusiasm and determination.

PRESENTATION OF “BROWN TEAL
BREEDER OF THE YEAR" AWARD
The President presented Mr Ron Munro with
the award, congratulating him on rearing 24
Brown Teal and endorsing the Project Super-
visor's comments on the fine effort.

SIGNING AGREEMENT —
SINCLAIR WETLANDS
The President outlined the background to
D.U:s involvement in the Sinclair wetlands
and MrH.A. Sinclair's contribution to D.U. af-
faira since the 1970s. He said that a long term
management plan had been finalised, in con-
junction with the Queen Elizabeth || National
Trust and he briefly summarised this, com-
menting that full details had been published
in the June 1985 issue of "Flight” magazine.
The President called on Mr RT, Adams,
Director, N.Z. Wildlife Service to comment on
the Sinclair Wetalnds. Mr Adams said he
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would like to put the question of wetlands in
perspectiva in relation to the situation some
30 years ago when he first became involved
in wetland conservation. He had been shock-
ed at the devastation in terms of waterfow!
habitat which had occured throughout most
of the country in the last 20 years. He painted
a grim picture of lakes which had complete-
ly changed in character, and of depleted
waterfowl populations; swamps which had
disappeared, and said that records indicated
there was only 10% of original wetlands left
in New Zealand.

Mr Adams said the last really good
wetlands were located in the southern part of
the South Island and without doubt the
Waipori/Waihola complex of associated
wetland was the “last gem" in New Zealand
and able to be retained in something like its
original state. Mr Adams said the wetland
which Mr Sinclair had presented to Ducks
Unlimited was probably one of the finest ex-
amples of wetland left in the country and that
the gift, in which the Queen Elizabeth ||
National Trust would assist with manage-
ment, should be respected and the area
around it closely watched. He warned against
insidious encroachmnent of this and other
wetland, stating that industrial development
and pollution could occur overnight” and DU.
must be constantly awake to the dangers.

The President introduced Hon. LW.
Gandar, Chairman of the Queen Elizabeth I|
National Trust. Mr Gandar expressed his
dslight that Mr Sinclair had gifted the
wetlands to Ducks Unlimited because he
considered the Trust had basically the same
objective: it wished to see the Sinclair
Wetland remain intact and, whers passible,
its ecological and landscape qualities improv-
ed. He outlined the background to the Trust
which was set up in 1978 to commemorate the
Silver Jubilge of Her Majesty the Queen and
established by an Act of Parliament in 1877
to provide, enhance and prolect open spaces.,
and he said the words “open space” ook a lit-
tle bit of defining. Under the Act is stated "Any
area of land or body of water that serves to
preserve or to facilitate the preservation of any
landscape of aesthetic, cultural, recreational,
scenic, scientific or social interest or value”.
which was a very wide mandate.

Mr Gandar described how the Trust
received certain sums of money from
Government grants to do its work and also
received subsidies and donations; it ac-
cepted gifts of property, it could manage and
develop real estate, and accept monetary
gifts which were subsidised by Government,
He said the Trust was limited only by its
resources in what it could achieve in open
space.

Mr Gandar said the Trust was delighted to
offer its assistance to D.U. in the develop-
ment of the Sinclair Wetlands and he
described the form inwhich they offered help
and which had been accepted — in two
ways; financially, and 1o give D.U. the vehi-
cie for the perpetual preservation of the
wetiand. He described the system of
covenanis used the Trust to achieve this
whera a covenant was registered against the

land title which bound the present and any
subsequent owner to manage the areaina
specified way with the Trust as permanent
trustee. He said this covenant was the only
security the Trust had, if it needed one, for
the injection of grants by way of cash to D.U.
10 develop the area.

Mr Gandar indicated the Trust's areas of
interest were based on a foundation idea: so
much of the forests of New Zealand had
disappeared and it was felt the Trust should
save what was left, on private land if possi-
bie, but the Trust had gone much wider and
was looking at wetland, tussock grasslands,
particularly important rock formations or for-
mulations of the countryside itself which
added te the beauty of the countryside. He
said the Trust had entered into a number of
covenants, now exceeding 500.

Mr Gandar described work undertaken
nefore such covenants were entered into; he
outlined the constitution of the Trustand the
way members of the Bord were appointed,
and commented on membership observing
at the same time that he considered D.U.
members should also be members of the
Trust because their objectives in the preser-
vation of wetlands for recreation needs were
no less important to the Trust than they were
to them (D.U. members) — he felt their
membership would be immensely valuable.

Mr Gandar commented on the manage-
ment agreement and the discussion docu-
ment prepared by the Trust for Ducks
Unlimited which set out the possibilities for
the Sinclair wetlands, He said the Trustand
D.U. executives had come 1o agreement on
the managemeni plan and a committee had
been formed, an organisational body com-
prising an equal number of representatives
from the Trust and Ducks Unlimited. The
Trust had agreed to meet expenditure involv-
ed in this managementand developmenton
2 50/50 basis with Ducks Unlimited so its
contribution would be quite considerable. Mr
Gandar said he represented a large number
of wellwishers who indirectly were delighted
with the final settiement of this wetland and
the financing of it.

The President thanked Mr Gandar for his
comments and for the contribution the
Queen Elizabeth || National Trust would be
making to the development and manage-
ment of the Sinclair Wetland. He then call-

. ed on Mr Sinclair to address the meeting.

Mr Sinciair spoke briefly, commenting that
itwas a proud day for him; he was delighted
1o be signing the agreement and he thank-
ed everyone involved for making the gift
possible.

Questions followed concerning projact
costs and plans and drawings ware
presented to the meeting and commented
upon, Long term plans were outlined relating
to provision for educational facilities and
display areas for birds along the lines of the
Slimbridge facilities in the United Kingdom.

The President briefly outlined how it was

' intended to raise the D.U. share of funding

— by a system of pledges by which members
and friends could pledge funds to the pro-
ject. He said further details of this fundrais-

0

ing will be published shortly.

The President, Hon. LW. Gandarand Mr
H.A. Sinclair then signed the formal agres-
ment. Television New Zealand's “Country
Calander” film crew were present and
recorded the signing for a further television
programme on the Sinclair Wetlands.

PRESENTATION: BILL BARRETT
TROPHY

Mr J. Campbell referred to the contribution
made by Mrs Cheryl Pirani since Ducks
Unlimited's establishment; as a general and
membership secretary, director, producer of
“Flight” magazine and conference organiser

| overthe years. He said the organisation was

indebted to her for her efforts and en-
thusiasm, and pressnted the Bill Barrett

| Trophy to her for 1985.

GUEST SPEAKER:

MR D.S. MORRISON

The President introduced Mr D. Stewart
Marrison, Executive Vice President of Ducks
Unlimited, Canada tothe mesting: he outlin-
ed Mr Morrison's background from 1970
when he was appointed General Manager
to the present day, noting his appointment
as Executive Vice President in 1977 Mr
Morrison was a commerce graduate, with ex-
perience in hunting and waterfowl resources
and he had brought DU Canada through dif-
ficult days and rapid expansion said the
President.

Mr Morrison said it was pleasing to renew
acquaintances with those from the New
Zealand organisation he had met in the past
and to make new friends. He mentioned the
role D.U. Canada played in assisting former
directorof D.U. New Zealand, Mr Dudley Bell
to gain experience with their organisation;
he commented on his assaciation with Mr
R.T. Adams, and followed this with a
stimulating address and slide presentation:

“As Executive Vice President of Ducks
Unlimited Canada — an organisation that
exists 10 make sure ducks thrive in North
America — it is my pleasure to talk to you
aboutwater fowl onmy continentand share
with you some of the things we have done
in Canada to keep the birds flying.

As you well know, North America encom-
passes awide range of climatic zones since
it stretches from the Artic Circle in the north
to latitude 15 degrees north at the extreme
south end of Mexico.

Obviously then, the continent’s climate
ranges from Arciic where summer is
counted in days, through temperate and sub-
tropical to tropical. Add to this some massive

' water and wetland systems such as the

swampy Mississippi Delta, the Great Lakes,
nearly 50,000 miles of coastal habitat, and
large northern lakes, rivers and marshes and
you have the ingredients for the existence of
a wide variety of waterfowl number well over
100 million birds that can move for
thousands of miles to different habitat con-
ditions, each suited to aparticular phase of
the birds' life patterns.

If anly the nomads of this world had the
same mobility and choice of environment,
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Ron Munro of Invercargill receiving the Brown Teal Breeders Award. ‘Country Calen-

dar’ cameraman Andy Coleman looking on.

Garry Girvan

man, like the North American ducks and
geese, never would have settled down. So,
in North America, we see twice each yeara
mass movement of birds from wintering
grounds in the south to temperate zone and
sub-Arctic breeding grounds in the north and
back again in the autumn. The
near-8C-million ducks, of 36 species; six and
a half million geese of seven species and
150,000 swans of two species don't exactly
blot out the sun during these migratory
periods, but they do provide some pretty
spectacular sights as they fiy in flocks
overhead, or congregate on the ground to
feed or exchange information while en route.

As you know, these birds tend to fly the
same routes back and forth with their fravel
choice dependent on where they find pre-
ferred nesting habitat and suitable wintering
habitat. The routes are also determined by
geographical features such as the Rocky
Mountains barrier that squeezes certain
populations along the Pacific Ocean; the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers that provide
resting and feeding areas in mid-continent,
and the Appalachian Mountain chain in the
east that influences the habitat along the
Atalantic Coast,

Partly for management purposes and in
reflection of the locations of migratory routes,
North America has been divided into four
zones called Flyways. The Flyways are the

Pacific, Central, Mississippi and Atlantic.
The Pacific Flyway is used mainly by Pintail,
Mallard and Wigeon ducks and geese that
spend summers in Alaska and the Wastern
Arctic and winters in the pleasant climates
of the States of Washington and Oregon and
farther south along the Pacific Coast to the
southern end of Mexico.

The Central and Mississippi Flyways are
the routes to wintering areas in the southern
United States, the coast of the Gulf of Mex-
ico and in northern South America. The
Maliard is the most important species in the
Central and Mississippi Flyways.

The Atlantic Flyway is characterised by
the Black Ducks but also carries many Ring-
necked ducks as well as Common
Goldeneye and geese such as Greater Snow
Geese.

This mass movement of birds is, as men-
tioned, dictated by the quality of habitat at
each end of the run — but most particularly
by the breeding habitat. Whiie breeding
ducks may be found throughout the
temperate and sub-Arctic zones they tend to
concentrate in certain large areas,

Dominant among the breeding grounds
are the Western “Prairie” provinces of
Canada and the four "Plains” siates in the
U.S.A. — North and South Daketa, Montana
and Minnescta. Recent surveys show that
about 55 per cent of the waterfowl breeding

L

&

population is located in this region. Here we
find some very special features — suchathe
so-called Potholes of the Prairies — small
water filled depressions by the hundreds of
thousands, some of which dry up over the
summer, but many of which hold about one
metre or less of water during the entire sum-
mer season.

Justiothe north of the dry Prairie belt are
the rolling Parklands characterised by more
trees, rolling hills, and larger and somewhat
deeper depressions — also numbering in
the hundreds and thousands. These
potholes and small [akes are rich in
nutrients, warm up quickly in the spring and
are a good source of plant and animal life
that please the palates of Mallards and
Pintails.

North, a further step from the Parkiands,
are some massive river deltas offering
thousands of square miles of marsh where
water levels vary with the level of spring run-
off on the river. There is a Ducks Unlimited
project onthe Summerberry Marsh and the
350,000 acre Cumberiand Marsh. both on
the Saskatchewan River Delta — a river that
starts in the Rocky Mountains and cuts
across the Prairies and Parkland for 1,200
miles.

Almost 30 per cent of the waterfowl nest
in Alaska, on Canada's Mackenzie River
Delta and the Yukon Territory. In the moun-
tainous province of British Columbia about
1 per cent of the continent’s ducks nest main-
ly in river marshes, mountain valleys and
inter-mountain plateaus. in Eastern Canada
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small ponds along short, but water filled
streams provide the best habitat. Wood
ducks and Black ducks are common in this
Kind of countryside but Mallards are moving
into the region in greater numbers to
repopulate areas where man's
developments have scared off the shyer
duck species. Toronto is the most populous
in Canada in human terms, but in terms of
waterfowl only 9 to 10 per cent of the
breeding pairs set up nests here. Canada's
Maritime provinces offer mainly small ponds
whose main contribution to the overall water-
fowl population is Biack ducks.

The timing of the mass movement of
flocks up and down the migratory routes is
obviously influenced by the weather varia-
tions from year to year — north in the spring,
when the snow leaves the northern breeding
groundsinthe spring andtheiceleavesthe
lakes and marshes — and south in the fall
{autumn) again when the storms and cold of
an approaching winter, in combination with
the shortening days, makes loitering a risky
business.

As ageneral ruls, migration to the nesting
grounds begins in March and continues in-
1o April and May. Mallards are sarly if they
can arrange it, while Ruddy ducks are late
arrivals. Mallard broods are common sights
on the Prairies in sarly June. Afier a
July/August period of moulting and growing-
up, adults and young become restiess 1o
move back south in izie September and
October. This is often a ime 1o see Norih
America’s waterfowl in spectacular numbers
as they conceniraie in staging areas across
Canada. Geese, of course, attract the most
attention at this time and people travel for
miles to waich in wonderment at tens of
thousands of Snow geese along the St
Lawrence. Actual migration may take several
weeks as the birds move deliberately toward
the warmer wintering marshes. By
November there are few fliers left on the
routes, except for the odd straggier.

Survival of North America’s waterfowl
population is dependent more on man's
behaviour than the adaptability of the
various duck and goose species. We all
know that most men give short shift to the
needs of nature’s creatures as economic ex-
pansion is given foremost importance.
Wetland habitat is being lost in North
America at a rate of 4-500,000 acres a year,
including uplands around ponds as man
drains marshes for farm expansion, or for
creating house subdivisions or industrial
parks. Hydro-electric dams flood out vast
areas of deltaic marshes or river marshes in
some of the prime northern breeding areas.
Farmers clear and burn upland nesting
cover that both Mallards and Pintails depend

upon.

ducks at the turn of the century have now
disappeared. In some districts the loss is
over 90 per cent.

Prairie farmers adopted summerfaliow-
ing. 2 land management practice of keeping
fields completely clear of crops and vegeta-
tion as 2a means of practicing moisture con-
trol. They have been losing soil and water in

D.U. Sales Section had a great weekend. crig Walker

the process, but the practice has become
near-traditional activity. Use of wide tillage
machinery pulled by 300 HP four wheel drive
tractors has hastened the loss of wetiands.
Farmers drain the potholes ratherthantry to

| manoeuvre the equipment around them.

At least half of the potholes available to |

Recent droughts in Western Canada have
dried up many potholes and given farmers
the chance 1o finish them off for good dur-
ing the four years of drought.

Nesting pair number dropped by nearly 50
per cent in the harder hit drought zones by
35-40 per cent overall across the Prairies. As
less upland areas and marshes have been
available to the nasting females. there'has
been 2 iendency 10 concentrate nests in
smazlier and smaller arsas. They then
become more vuinerabie 1o predators such
2s skunks, raccoon, and o

It was in circumsiances somewnal liks
these — maybe evennoiquite sodad — the
Ducks Uniimited was formed in both the
United Stztes and Canada. In 1837 and 1938
sporismen who clearly saw that waterfowl
here were in danger of being drastically
reduced puttheir brains and dollars together
and organised Ducks Unlimited Inc., and
Ducks Unlimitad Canada. The task was to
restore the right mix of wetland conditions to
protect nesting ducks to give them a chance
to establish nests and to give the broods a

chance to grow.

Our maney was collected, and is still col-
lected, from conservationists — most of
them sportsmen — and from private firms.
They invest in engineering works that will en-
sure water and nutrients in virtually restored
or recreated marshes. That was aimost 50
years ago — 50 years of building water con-
trol structures, dikes. water carrying chan-
nels and opening up plantclogged marshes.

In drought-prone areas of the Prairies we
have improved water storage streams to pro-
duce marshes that serve double duty as
flood control and irrigation projects for cattle
and crops. We have organised a widespread
education campaign to show farmers how
they can protect upland nesting cover, yetim-
prove their incomes through better water
and soil management. We promote this
under the "Health of the Land" slogan. In
ranching country we have placed large scale
demonstrations on grassiand to promote
pasture rotation — a practice quite new to
Canadian farmers in Western Canada. This
provides us with better nesting cover.

Predator control is an important con-
sideration in waterfowl management. In
Canada, Ducks Unlimited tackles the

predator problem on wetlands by building
nesting islands in our projects. Ducks
Unlimited has spent $216 million to date to
build projects mainly in Canada and to
educate persons about wetlands. In 48 years
we've developed nearly 2 million acres of
wetlands in placeslike southern Ontario, the
Bay of Fundy in Eastern Canada, estuaries
near the Pacific Ocean in British Columbia.
Inthe St. Lawrence River valiey in Quebec,
a traveller will encounter several Ducks
Unlimited works and the visitor to some nor-
thern communities in Western Canada will
be stunned at the scope of our $5 million
350000 acre project — one of several on the
deitaic marshes.

Ducks Unlimited Canada acquired
several allies from the outset so that itmight
gain sccess 1o wetlands without draining
away its funds through land purchase.
Farmerlandowners have given us accessto
their iands. We do not buy wetlands, while
Governments have reserved Crown lands
and sometimes shared resources to get ma-
jor projects built. Ducks Unlimited Canada
has special agreements with all Provincial
Governments, plus the Government of the
Yukon Territory, to invest funds over a stated
period of years for waterfowl habitat conser-
vation. These agreements have several
names such as “Wetlands for Wildlife™ in
British Columbia, “Wetlands for Tomorrow”
in Alberta and “Heritage Marsh Program”in
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Others are
simply known as 5 or 10 year agreements.
In many instances, these have included
other conservation groups such as
naturalists,

Along with the 2 million acres of wetlands
developed, our co-operative sfforts have
resulted in over 35 million acres of fand
reserved for wetland conservation. There
were 2,631 active projects at the end of 1984.

Qur funds are raised mainly through ban-
quets and after-dinner auctions with items
of interest to the sportsmen such as water-
fowl paintings, decorative decoys, guns and
assorted collectibles, Last year in Canada
we worked with 157 volunteer committees,
including ladies’ committess, that each
organised a banquet auction and often other
events as well. Over 42,000 Canadians con-
tributed $2.8 million last year. That's a very
good performance when one thinks that only
five years ago fewer than 7,000 Canadians
made contributions.

Up to 1878, Ducks Unlimited Canada was
considered the builder of wetlands works
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and its U.S.A. twin, Ducks Unlimited Inc.,
was the financier. In 1985 there were over
4,000 U.S.A. committess. Contributions from
U.S citizens totalled US$45.8 miliion.

Over the life of Ducks Unlimited Inc. over
$250 million has been obtzined and sent to
Canada and Mexico for project building. We
also obtain funds from sponsors, organisa-
tions and private firms that provide large
grants for specific projects. Often these con-
tributions are acknowledge at special
ceremonias at specific sites.

Ducks Unlimited Canada carries out a
broadly-based public communications pro-
gram aimed at gaining the sessential
landowner, government and general citizen
understanding of the importance of wetlands
and waterfowl to the environment and to
man's continued harmony with his
surroundings.

We publish a quarterly magazine called

“Conservator” that is circulated to over |
50,000 contributors, landowners, local |

government efficials and to press outlets.

Qur aim is to describe D.U. projects and |

generally show wetlands in all their scope
and diversity. We also prepare and distribute
several publications and advertise on televi-
sion, display at sportsmen svents and
wildlife exhibits, handle media relations and
produce films. We intend to reach schools,
service clubs, legislators, land devclopers
and naturalists in a new "Wetlands Values”
programe now nicely under way, We do have
a big story totell about wetlands and their im-
portancetoaliofus . - . if we would just think
about it. .

InCanada, wetlands in the forested areas
are the source of amuch-prized cereal crop
— wild rice. Harvesting and packaging wild
rice is an industry carried out mainly by our
Indian people. Today it's a business. Yester-
day wiid rice gathering was an exercise in
suryival,

Hunting is a multi million dollar undertak-
ing that generates the enthusiasm of hun-
dreds and thousands of persons. Waterfow!
huntingis by far the most popular form of this
recreation,

Moose and large game hunting attract
fewer persons, butremains a seasonal ritual.

Wetlands are a valuabie incubator for
several species of fish, such as Walleye
which, of course, leads ustothe value of the
permanent wetlands that border our lakes
and streams as the genesis of recreationat
fishing — adiversion that attracts about one
in six Canadians. Furbearers such as the
Muskrat make wetlands their permanent
home and provide the basis for the trapping
industry of particular importance to our
Inidan citizens living in the more northern
regions. Trapping remains an essential ex-
ercise for this people as a source ofincome.

Wetlands appeal to us all in very special
ways — as artists, photegraphers, birdwat-
chers or simply travellers. Can you imaging
how aesthetically dull our landscape would
be without the welcome breaks offered by
wetlands?

DU Canadas $39,315,000 budget for 1985
reflects the planned increase in activities
that is now characteristic of this dynamic
organisation. Included is $3.7 millicn from

|

Canada. On the income side, $35.3 million
is from Ducks Unlimited Inc., $3.7 million
from Canadian contributors, $200,000 from
miscellaneous revenues and $110,000 from
under-expenditures in our 1983 program. On
the expenditures side of the ledger, welll
commit $31.3 million in habitat development,
$§3.9 million in operation and maintenance of
habitat argas, $293,000 for population
surveys, $2 9 million in contributor services
and public communications and $938,000
for planning and control.

North Americans continue to be
schizophrenic about their waterfowl resorce,
showing strang attachment to waterfow! on
the one hand and persisting in blind destruc-
tion of habitat on the other. But some signifi-
cant moves forward in managing the
resource over the entire continent are being
made with the development of a North
American Waterfowl Management Plan.
Under this Plan governments and organisa-
tions such as ours will ally together in not on-
ly regulating the harvesting of waterfow! but
jointly setting standards for maintaining
habitat wherever the birds land in their
timeless migration routine.

In Canada private organisations and
government have perhaps shown the way of
the larger continental collaboration by form-
ing “Wildlife Habitat Canada” Wetland
preservalion is a major concern of this
agency, but it also supporis protection of
habitat areas for other wildlife; | am currently
the first Chairman of this Committee.

Our continent is greatly enriched with the
variety of wetland creatures — particularly

e

Conservators of your wildlife heritage

e Kook

CH. . CEE = /;yj
) _(;--.
//fg( "-:')e'em %}wym/ 1OF5

nce widespread in New Zezlané.
10 2 [ew braided rivers of the Sauth

the black stilt is now restricted

1 [sland, where fess thar 40

adule birds struggle for survival. This
Louragenus Dird is now the wotld's rarest wader. and possibly the rares:
endemic bird on the New Zeafand mainlang )
elp us save this bird lrom certain extnction by sending $25 fora
copy of this supesd and appealing pnnt, cach individually
numbered and signed by the incomparable wildhife artist, Piers
Hayman. Only 2000 prints were persenaliy selected by the arist and the
printing plates have been destioyed. )
By orderiny your print oday, you will be making a valuable personal
contribution towards the future welfare of this critically endzngered bird.

ZGFR) NEW ZEALAND WILDLIFE SERVICE
i E Department of Internal Affairs
v/ Private Bag, Wellington

13




waterfowl — that add a special beauty and
vibrancy to our natural heritage. Not one of
us can be left unstirred by the sight of ducks
and geese during migration as they cut
across the sky heralding the advent of spring
orthereturn of winter, The Canada goose at-
tracts special respect wherever itis sighted,
while the presence of a duck broed on a
pond is treasured because it renews in us
kinship with the wildlife family. No wonder
Ducks Unlimited has been so singularly suc-
cessful in attracting support of its cause.

Still, wetlands remain threatened and we
will not be able te slacken our pace if were
going to keep them flying.

Finally, | don't want you to take all this in-
formation out of context. You have to look at
this information and judge itin terms of your
own situation — what is best for New
Zealand. I'm sure that while there are dif-
ferences between our countries and our
economies, these should not inhibit you. You
should think big and set yourselves big
objectives.

Habitat is the issue — and we are very
pleasedto see the progress you are making
here. D.Us progress, ten years on, on the
same basis. probably wold not be much dif-
ferent to your own results in New Zealand.
Horrie Sinclair has emphasised that you
must have habitat. Habitatis the key! It iscer-
tainly the key to our success in North
America. Your projects in themselves the
very best PR. that you willever gst at alocal
tevel; PR. spread by word-of-mouth in a
positive way.

When the time came for us to getinto fun-
draising in Canada we had, and are having,
massive success. Again, from dollars rais-
ed virtually on avoluntary basis, our projects
are what sold us and helped o raise the
money.

Co-operation with others is another key
factorto success, As you are doing with the
Quesn Elizabeth || National Trusl, we recom-
mend very strongly cooperation with other
conservation groups, some of whom you
may not get along with all that well but with
whom you have a cormmon odjective concer-
ning the saving of habitat.

QOne other thing | would like to emphasise
is the importance of committees in fundrais-
ing — how important committees are in
every town and in other communities apart
from your own — all with an interestin wildlife
and its habitat. | would challenge you to think
big — think of the biggest figure that you
havein mind — and double ortripleit — and
make this your goal, Even the smallest town
can raise a thousand dollars!

We must foster, too, international co-
operation of like minds. We really appreciate
what you in New Zealand are doing for waler
fowl and we value highly our association with
you, and also with D.U. Mexico. | would be
delighted if we could spread this D.U.
philosophy around the world, particularly o
those people who are against the utilisation
of resources — and the more countries we
can have with the philosophy of preservation
of wildlife habitat and utilisation of wildlife,
the betterthey will be. If there is any way you

I
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can encourage this in other countries, for ex- I

ample Austraiia, we would be delighted and
| know Ducks Unlimited Inc has been hap-
py it could influence matters in Europe and
elsewhere.”

Mr Morrison then answered guestions
concerning ownership of developing
wetlands in Canada, publishing wetland
values, hunting licence systems in Canads,
he commented on hunting as an under-
priced privilege, the extent of privately and

| government-ownad wetlands.

Mr Morrison concluded that the had
witnessed history with the signing of the
Sinclair wetland agreement and said he
would like to Kick-off the fundraising with a
donaticn on behalf of himself and his fami-
ly. He said he had seen many wetlands but
that, on a world scale, the Sinclair property
ranked among the finest. The President
thanked Mr Morrison for his stimulating ad-
drass; for the generous donation of gifts for
the auction and for his contribution toward
the Sinclair wetland project — the audience
showed their appreciaticn,

REPORT ON OPERATION
WETLANDS

Mr Coe reporiad on D.Us activities in opera-
tion "Wetlands, commanting on the creation
of close i 20 acres of superb wateriow!
habitat on the property of Mark Pearce — on
the sastern edge of Lake Wairarapa. Thisbe-
ing D.U's fargest wetlands work to date. Mr
Coe alsoreported on D.U’s efforts to restore
60 acres of prime waterfowl habitat at Home
Lagoon, close to Lake Wairarapa, and was
confident that this would be successful. He
also commented on D.Us financial
assistance towards the creation of a 7 acre
lagoon at Eketahuna and it was expected
that operation 'Wetlands' would rapidly
bacome DU's major project.

REPORT ON OPERATION GRETEL
Mr J. Campbell reported that the breeding
season had produced excellent results and
there had been very encouraging use of nest
boxes at Barton's and Pike's lagoons. On a
posilive note, he remarked thal each season
inthe Wairarapa produced another produc-
tive area and mentioned specifically the
Pearce wetlands, the Home lagoon, Pike’s
Lagoon and the Carter property at Shannon.

Mr Campbell said the Hamilton Chapter
had large numbers of cheese boxes for
nestbox conversion and he was hoping to
transport some of them south. He noted with
concern the increasing cost of posts for
nestbox placement.

Mr Campbell concluded his remarks with
an optimistic view of future progress and
answered questions relating to the project.

REPORT ON OPERATION WHIO

Mr John Cheyne said it had been decided
the previous year to increase the Blue Duck
programma and Mt Bruce was endeavour-
ing fo increase the number of captive-reared
birds to the point where there would be suf-
ficient to distribute o other D.U. breeders.
Currently there were 26 Blue Duck at Mt

Bruce, eighl of those were bred at Mt Bruce

and eight recovered from rivers in the region
from three different clutches. Of these 25
birds, there was one traditional breeding pair
and another three potential breeding pairs

| this year and it was hoped mcre would be

bred. The possibility of capturing further
iuvenile birds from the wild was also being
considersd. Mr Cheyne said the Wildlife Ser-
vice Director had given the Wildfowl Trustat
Slimbridge an undertaking to provide them
with two pairs but this would depend on
availability and a decision would be left un-
til after the coming breeding season, when
final numbers were more certain. Mr Cheyne
also gave details of aseminar on Blue Duck
to be held at Mt Bruce iater in the year and
said this would be publicised by Ducks
Unlimited.

REPORT ON OPERATION BRANTA

Mr Neil Hayes said that D.Us project to
establish the mighty Canada goose in the
North island had once again experienced a
good year. Large numbers of geese were
reared in the North Island, and the transfer
of small shipments from the South Island
continued; 42 pinioned geese being shipped
from Christchurch during March 1985, Mr
Hayes expressed special thanks to Messrs
Jim Campbell, Peter McLeod, and Lawrence
Piper at the North Canterbury Acclimatisa-
tion Society farm for their assistance with
inter-island transfers, and to Wellington Zoo
who again transferred geese to D.U.
members in the North Island. Mr Hayes ex-
pressed his confident opinion that the
Canada goose was now permanently resi-

. dentin the North island.

EDITORIAL REFPORT

Mr Neil Hayes gave details of magazine pro-
duction during the year and conveyed
special thanks to the advertisers who had
been generous and encouraging with their
supporl of the publication — special mention
was made of Winchester N.Z. Limited and
the N.Z. Wildlife Service, as advertisers, and
Mr Brendan Coe and his staff for their very
significant contribution to the superior pro-
duction quality of the magazine, He also
thanked D.U. directors for their assistance
with articles and photography.

GENERAL BUSINESS

The Secretary advised recent changes had
been made lo D.U's constitution and these
had been submitted 1o the Registrar of Incor-
poraled Societies for approval, which had
been granted; he commented that the
changes made had not affected D.U’s status
as a reqgistered charilable organisation for
taxation purposes.

There being no further husiness, the
President thanked all present for par-
ticipating in the conference. specially
acknowledging Hon. LW. Gandar, Mr H.A.
Sinclair for their role in what was an historic
occasion for the organisation; and Mr D.S.
Morrison of Canada; he expressed his con-
fidence in the newleadership, stating he was
certain Ducks Unlimited would “go from
strength to strength”; and he declared the
annual conference closed at 450 pm. W
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D.U SALES DEPT

Marageeg Wetlnngs
and 1hcur Sirts

Sapae .y o
New fro Dl sale
of 1ha hest books

Han Bana
EVE seen

B MarageTsnt of V.
ton, Creaton of Wellands, C
Lan of Arlifizial Nesting Sites
Preveatianod Crog Damage. £0-
dangarsd Spacies ManegemenL
and Much more. IBE pages
Price §21.50,

Wildfow! Management on In-
land Waters oy the Gama Con-
servanty. 100 pages covering
the coastruclion af habitat for
waterfowi, planling, kaafing and
rasting rafts, nests and pro-
pagaticn. Price $10.00.

& theeen

KEY TO THE WILDFOWL

- oree weale

A Coloured Key 16 the Water-
Tow! of the World by Sir Patar
Scotl. 95 pages with colourad
plales and notes detailing the
siatus of the walerfawl the
world. Price $10.00.
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New from DU sales dvision A
reebngs carg SEowing Gur rare
rown 18ai in pen and ink by

Wellinglor arist Pamaia Mat-

thews . There are lan cargs and

envelopas per pack. Four cards

arg »n 3 plain finish, thras in 3

gilver linish ana three o a

broaze insh. Very high quasty

and only $5 per pack Incl p&p.
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The Hawsiian Goose by Janet
Barger
DUISIaRGIng DOOK 5 an adbsom-
ing account of the woeld's most
successiul waleriow ConsSarva-
fion prosct. 154 pages coverin

the enlire Hawaian Goose prc?

Kear & A

A

N

Tos
Gamebird Hunling ty Tom

Canthness. 36 pages coverl
protlems, gquestions an

Arwers ON Irg hynting in
N.Z. Price §7.00 Inci 3

ject, which has 5860 the popula-
lion risa from 30 bwrds 10 over

2,500, Pricy $22.50
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REVERS, LAKES &
OPEN COLNTRY
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The Children's Guide to the
Birds of the New Zeaiand
Rivers. Lakee and Open Coun-
try. Now froem DU saias diviglon
15 this dslight*ui bookiet wrilten
Ly DU ember Gordon EU. This
3§ paga boosiat provdes detale
about” birds most likaly 1o te
s58n on Jur rivers, lakes and
cpen country and coataing 27
superb phalograghs by weall
xnown pnotographer Geolf
Moon. It is 2 must for the xias.
Price §5.

* DUCKS,
l PONDS
aned

PEOPLE

Ducks, Ponds & People by
John Swifi of BAS 112
pages provide a quide g the
managemeant of small lakes ang
ponds for walarfowl. (OU's bast
28lling beok.! Price $10.00.
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Ducks UnEmieo memberzhip
badgos, slzed S8 @ameter,
featunng Ihe corporete symbal
in goldiwhita/Diue are availabi
from DU Headguarters. Price
$5 each.

murray willigms

Duck Shoaters Bag by Murray
Wiigms 120 pages covenng
facts, ligures and mlahfzo
management of wateriow n N

Price 37,00 incl php.

ORDER FORM

TO: DUCKS UNLIMITED (N.Z.) INC., DATE
c/o D. WALKER, SMITHS ROAD,
OHAKUNE

Tee Shirts with DU logo (All Sizes)

A Coloured Key To The Waterfowl of the World
Ducks Ponds & People

Wildfowl Management on Inland Waters
The Duckshooters Bag

DU Badge(s)

Brown Teal Greeting Cards (per pack of 10)
Ducks Unlimited (N.Z.) Decals

Birds of the NZ Rivers. Lakes and Open Country
The Hawaiian Goose

Gamehird Hunting

DU Tie

Managing Wetlands

DU Shirt

DU Jersey

Brown Teal Bookiet

Shoulder Patches

Swiss Army Knife

Camo Pen (Parker)

Bic Pens

Duck Head pins

Wine glasses

Beer glasses

Magnelic Signs

I ENCLOSE MY CHEQUE FOR §

(Delete to suit)
CARD NO
NAME (Please print}
ADDRESS

PLEASE ALLOW APPROX. 3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

PLEASE POST ME THE FOLLOWING (All prices include postage)

Cost each
$12.50
$10.00
$10.00
$14.00

$7.00
$5.00 |
$5.00
$1.00
$5.00
$§22.50
$§7.00
$12.50
$21.50
$38.00
$59.00
$10.00
$8.50
$30.0,
$20.00
$6/box
$§5.00
$75.00
§75.00
$40/pr

IN PAYMENT

PLEASE CHARGE TO MY VISA/BANKCARD/AMEX/DINERS
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