DUCKS UNLIMITED {N. Z.} INCORPORATED
P. 0. Box 74, Hsmilten, New Zaaland

" POSTAGE PAID
Aucklang, N.Z. |
Permit No. 3118

Registered at Fost Dffice Hordguartors,
— Wellington, az a magazinag
et 2 l'
FLIGH
e ZEALEND AE MAGAZINE FLIGHT 1/82 ISSUE 31 MARCH 1982

T
-~

MR & MRS D.G.[ BEL L)/
84 HBOUCEERS R A
IMMIT,TON }451,




“FLIGHT"

4
4
.
”

B A0 W N XM MM O N N X Yo emn

x

3
¥
3

R

5 N2 155U 31 MARCH 1982 <
£ THIS ISSUE CONTAINS 2
THE GOVER: W % GREY TEAL "TRANSMISSION® ASSISTS AUCKLAND TSLAND TEAL STUDY 4
DU DIRECTOR, GARRY B % NGA MANU TRUST OPENING - AT WAIKAMAE ¥
oy S COPTURED % % OPERATION PATEKE - A CHANGE OF DIRECTION? .
GOOSE FAMILY X ® WILDLIFE RESEARCH LIATSON GROUP FORMED x
5 % DETAILS FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN THE DUCKS UNLIMITED CALENDAR =
§ MORE!

H
L3 H

P TR R T R S - . e oas ws ae - s w
FOR S I e R S AR TR L T T R T L TR T CRE Y Y 3

.
b
EH
«
H
3
3

NATIONAL OFFICERS

BS0ARD OF DIRECTORS

PAUL P.B. PIRANI President, Auckland SIG BRONGER Tauranga
DUDZEY G. BELL Vice Prosident, Hamilton JOHN GILL wellington
F. NE1L HAYES Direclor & Secretary, * GARRY GIRVAN Wellington
Wclilingten * ALLAN BLLIOIT Pahiatus
* JIM CAMPEELI, Masterton
DAVID. MoNEIL: Matamata
OFFICIALS + TAN #H. PIRANI Fotorua
Py DIANE BRITT Ohakune
LYNN BELL Treasurer, Hamilton YRR SEACOME ARCRL AL

JUNE BRONGER Mambership Secretary,
Tauranga

Editor, "Fiight", Auckland

(note: + Tmmediate Fast Presicdent

CHERYL L. PIRANI * Elected, members' representatives)

—

Ducks Unlimited (N.Z.) Incurporated is a private, non-profit semborship organisation dedicated to the
‘preservation, restoration and mainteénance of wetlands habitat in New Zesland and to the propagation of
the country's rare and prolific waterfowl as 2 valuable nstural resource. The organisation was founded
in May 1374 by a group of far-sichted conservationizts and incorporated by them in June 1975 at
Wellington, New Zealand, The national heacdguarterss mxiling address is P.O. Box 74, Hamilton and the
registered physical address is 84 Houchens Road, Hamilten, "Plight” iz the officizl guarterly public-
aticn of Pucks Unlimited (N.Z.) Inccrporsted reaching 800 devoted membsrs and friendz concerned with
waterfowl congervation. DU membership bagins at § 3 p.a. for Junior to § 12.50 fFor Fuli membership,
with provision for Trade and Life mesbers. Momborship of Ducks DUnlimited carries with it sunecription
to this publication. Te assurs prompt delivery, members who move are urged to forward their new
address along with current membership detalls to national headquarters. I[otisrs and contributed manu—
seripte and photographs should be addresssd to the "Flight™ Bditor, Views expressed by contributars
are their own and do not necessarily constitute those of Ducks Unlimites (N.%.) Incorporated.
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DU News

NEW LIFE MEMBER

Ducks Unlimized iz plessad o sangunce that Bill Darrets of Melbourne has jolned as = Life memper. For
many years Bill has been the "driwving fexce™ hehind Australia's very succeasful nest box programme which
iz eimed st eypanding the Chestnut and Grey Teal populaticons. It was mainly through his activities thut
DU New Zealand fomnder, Jack Worsh, kil on the ides of trying nest boxes for &rey Teal hers = with
impressive rasulss. In ths June issue of *FLight" we hope to present an article on Bill Sarrett and his
sctivitiss,....in the meantime we welcome im and think :im for his most gensrous SUPPOTE.

Chustnut Texl Boxes
and young
reke Zorrie, Vigtoria:

(Swampy) Bill Barret
sends youny

NGA MANU TRUST OPENS ITS DOCRS

oF 16 December 1last, DU Secrstary Neil Heyeés represcnted youwr organization at the vificial opesning ol Naa
Manu Trust at Walkanae, nortli of Wellington. Tae Truss is 2 native bird sanctuary founded by Prter
MoXonzie and open to the public seven days a week, The grewads comprisze come 10 hoctares of nasive bush
and wetlands - in the form of twe large ponds. Fotor MeXensie has worked hard for many years to bring
the grounds to opening stage and his offorts are 3 finc sxanple of what can be achlieved. DU iz pleaged %o
have the Trust as Trads Memberz and the oU Buard was plessed Lo assist with the cstablishment of a good
waterfowl collection - mads posgible through the generous donation of waterfowl by Mr and Mre Sig Bzonger
who praovided a large number of Srey Teal: Heil Hayes who supplled Scaup ad Paradise Shelduck, and the
weilington Zoo whe offered througsz DU Canada geese, Black Swan and Paradisae Sheiduck. Many well known
personalitims in the consarvation zrena attended Lhe opening which was parfozmed by Dr Ian Shearer, Minister
tor the Brviroamesi. In his opsning rewarks the Minlsler emphasised the nned ko protoct cur few Tamaining
weliands and hik comments wern eothusiastically received by the 130 D2raons present,

Desides brecding rdrs birds, one of ihe main objectives of the Toust 15 to =ducate prople Lo & graster
spprecialion of New Zealand's wildlife - both lante and apimals — and apart from ha sing many actual exhibits
the Prust hag o lecturse hatl, office ané display ares. DU wishas the Trust suzcesa, If menbers are visiting
the Weikanae districs, Peler MoXanzie will e pleassd to axtend a weleams.

The Haues "robuis"
buing attacked at
the Nga Manu Truost




DU News

AJCKLAND TSLEND TEAL

To date very litzle study has baen carzi=d oul on the Auckland Islend Teal (Enas aucklandics sucklandica) -
a Guck closely related £o the 2rown Teal and found on the Anckland Islands. Howsver this will scon change.
Dr Murray Williams of ‘the wildlife Servige is curreally visiting the Aucklend Islands specifically to study
the toal over zeverzl wacks. e L3 concentrating =i L2eding Rabins, behaviour and movements. DT Williame
hopes to cspture 2everxl teal =nd altach radio transmillers o them, Radio teleselyy has been widely uged
in New Zraland for some ysars hut kas not baen proviously ulilized to study the movenenls of wataerfowi.
Drisr to Nr Williams' departure for the Isiands, somo experiments were conducted to determine the hest way
Lo attach a transmitber Lo a duck. Neil layes assistad with these experiments and transmililers wers attached
Lo Lwo of iz Grey Teal — see the photograph below, An arce of the duck's hark, approxizately 25 mm square,
wan. femoved of feathors and iransmismars glusd onto this ares. Latex coament was used Lo attach one tranxz-
mitter ang "super glue" wad usad for the cther, The nne attsched by fanex coment I=ll ¢ff aftar 10 days and
the "super glue® sranumilier after neerly 3 weoeks (perhaps Lhe manufacturar of "super glus" could uge a duck
in their advertising!) D Willisms was pleased with these experiments as they =lso showed that the blrds
3id not sppesr to be affected or sravhled by the tyansmitters. Hopefully Dr Williams will address members
at the annual confersnae on the outcome =f his experiences with Auckland Island Taal.

. i =

CGrey Teal,with
transmitier
glined in place
(P.N. Hages)

CPERATION *WHIO®

Pragruess with Oparation "Whis' har boea very alow and +he oxpocted good breading season smong Blue Ducks
halé in caplivity by DU members did not eventoate = in fact, no 2lus Ducks Wexre reared. The Elockmating
{patural paizing) of Bluc Mucks his also bann unsuccessful to date and the young birds veared, plus those
caught by the Wildllife Service, hive 0 far shown o sig: of pairing. This seems Lo indicats that the
species 4o not ceme into drocding voaclition until they are Lwo vears ald, Obwviously there is still =uch
to Learn about their captivs menagement = experiances ln 1982 with Blus Duck should prove intarasting

NEW MEMBERS WHO JOINED DU RECENTLY ARE:

Daigent, ¥eont ¥ Nillon, John T. F McLachlan, Dr C.N.S. z
Barreltz, Bill L Druitt, Pater J Mcleod, Graeme 4
gidlake, C.D. F Bl11, Gordon F Neill, M.T. s
Blanchard, B.R. 3 Garrick 3. T Nichals, Go ¥
Szown, Derek F EBarper, Skusrt b fandle, Corcon -]
Campbell, Kevin E Harwvey, GiR. J Smith, Reg 5
Chitty, Pauline b3 Bilson, A.L. T smith, Wayne s
Chuéleigh B. = Hedgson, Roy s sStevenson, Mrs T. F
Cinlow, Petex s Hurscroft, Andzew J strachan, Douwylas 3
Coopar, Joshua Matthaw J Hgrscrafr, Ray 5 The Tsaac Wildlife Trust T
Cronin, Hoy s Lee, Davis T Walsh, Alan 5
Cunningham, L.T. s iockley, Ramald F wilson D:R. s
Drexel S.A. ¥ Lye, R.W. 3 Yeatasz, R.W.A. F
Merrileas W, ¥W- s
(note:s L = Iife T = Trade F o= Full & = Supporter J = Junior )




REMINDER - MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INCORPORATED ANNUAL CONFERENCE
JULY 1982 - TOKAANU

DATE: SATURDAY 10 JULY 1982
VENUE; T.H.C. TOKAANL MOTOR INN,
TOKAANUY

The Sighth Amwal Conference of Ducks Unlimited (N.Z.) Incorporated will take place in Tokaanu
{cre of New Zealand's popular tourist stops) on Saturday, 10 July 1982 - this is a reminder to
kecp the date FREE!

The formal Anmual Conferchce will begin in the afterncon. sefrechments will be available during
the mecting and at its conclusicn. Guest speakers will =ddress members - veports will be presented
by DU project sipervisers, visual displays, exhibits and slide presentations will be mede - the
Brown Teal Breedsr of the Year fward will be made. Dinner will follow the aftermoon's activities
and the fundraiging auction will commence at 7,30 om.

A warm welcore is extended to all DU members and friends. This ocould be your oppertunity to
intraduce your friends/family to Ducks Unlimited! Theve will alsoc be opportwnities to enrcl new
Herbers, rensw your own merbership subscription, puwrchass items from the DU Tgale table'! including
T-shirts, lapel badges, waterfowl publications etc.

'neatrtimpzmisesmhemehigmightofanmmimday-mywlmble, exciting ftems have
been cormi bted for this event - cutdoor equipment, waterfowl, ammmition, cawouflage clothing,
waterfowl art etc - this is Ducks Unlimited's mejor fundraising effort annually — YOU C2N MBKE IT AN
OUTSTRNDING SUCCESS!

?ounalmtioeofthensetinganddetailsof@fermwillappearmu'emmmeﬂ‘, due for isswe

early June 1982. Watch for this issuwel

CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE INDICATOR I/WE PLAN TO ATTEND THE 1982 CONFERENCE

(To assist M! finalise catering T
with Tokaanu ¥otor Inn, please ES

Fote And ratuin fo00 ADBRESS" 5 -2 e §R LEE B NE B T
Hesdguarters, £.0. Box 74 Hemilton)

..... 2 ety wile vURTelalie #Ee eilMia. 0l 0

NO. ATTENDING < o o & o s v = .




OPERATION PATEKE - 1931/§2 BREEDING SEASON PROGRESS

Up to the end of Jahwary 1302, Cperation Patoke members had reared just aver €0 Brown Teal for the sedson,
Savezal clutches azé& gtil) being incubated snd hopeés aYe high thal we will brené ower 80 2irds by the time
the =zeasen of ficially ends own 30 April. While this sezzon huy not qons 2% wall a= The previous anc (when
101 birds wers resrced) we have sevaral new Pasnke participants who have resred Brow: Teal for the firzst
time sxd they look well sa% To rear grod aumbers in Sulure. and, by next seasen U hopes to hove = few more
now members parsicipating — inlerest is murrently wvery high, Thz Mz Bruce Natvive Bizd Reaerve has had &
gooé seazen with Srown Teal, so Ilar rearing over 50 hirds,

RELEASE OF BROWN TEAL

DU's plang to use Mataxana Lzland as-the wain relessze site for DU Brown Teal changed following Wildlife
Servies technicizn  Andy Garrick's study of the izl=nd's wetlands in December - ha reported =hat the food
supwly, in his opinion, was insufficisnt IoX dabhlinyg ducks (hiz repors can be found slsewhere inm this lzzue).
The DU Boarc has mccepted Mr Gerrzick's opinlon submitced 2L ths sompls=tlion oI his inwvastigation, DU thanks
also Mise I, Gill who assistad with the ztudy (Joamne is il daughtar of "Pate4s" supnrviser, John GE1l)

and Mr =24 Mrs 3. szonger for hospltality axtended to the team during their investigatio:.

Although MU'y corditions governing the releana of Brown Teal sre fairly exzensive, the opinion oL Mr Garcick
has hignlighted the pead to Lake spscizl carc when gfelecting suitable araas Sor the relaase of Brown Teal.

The Senrd Ras decided that oropossls tv releass Browh Teal at Weihcla/Waipori will net prococd meaniime, at
least uwrtil move carcful research has been complated Lo cetarmine delinite suitsbllity for the specles, Tn
the maantime, all Srown Teal svailsble will be placed at Tuks Puke Lagoon, Foxton whers the birds have already
ghown thow can survive and bresd - =nd over vacent moaths two major liberations huve Laken placz there, On 23
Decembar 1981 Lhe largest single releage of Brown Teal socurred =t Puke Tuke — 25 birds were likesated, This .
was tollowsd by a further zecovdbresking releaze when 30 wore ‘given tneir frecdom on 14 Fabrmazy 1982, The
Fepruary releass will probaoly oo the 1ast for the season and has brouqht the zotel of birds released this time
Lo 72 - 67 w= Buks Puke =ad 5 3t Masakana Islamd. IL is interesting Lo nots that of Lhese latter 5 birds
reisased on 20 December 1302, one was found desd on the mainland opposite the island on 26 December.

In adaditian to DU liberations, the Wildlife Sarvice zelsazed 21 Brown Tesl at Lake Xoputara whizh 18 just south

of Tuxe Tuke Lagoon in January 1982. OJue 4% thase birds, wis=h gresa plastic lag band, turnss up =t Puke Puke
in e3yly Pobruary = a furthexr indieatlon Lhat saptive reaved Brownm Teal can suyrvive in the wild.

SUTURE LIBERATIONS OF BROWN TEAL

Az this stage the majority of opinion cpls Ior rolenze fn futura in the Manawatu - plans ere in hand to arcct
a pro-releaze Ten on the edge af pukes Puka laguon. For seome tims= Lhinking has boen developing that recher
than relamsge captive reared Brown Teel straight Zrow Lhe LoX, this shosld Le done in = much gore "gentle”
fashion, by felding Lhe biras in an sviary adlsv=al Lo she water oncu which they are to be libarated. The
idgel aviary should be ons chat allows the birzds a nood wisw uvve: the lake, has sn abundanse of cover and also
hag & Grassy orea wilhin it. ‘here are Two or Lires arens st Fuke Poke lagoon which cover thess poinbks quite
well and nopes are high thas an aviary car ne erscied bafors next sezson's liberstions. A pro-rolesse aviary
=ay have a cesirable, geliling down elfect on the blrds ané mopsfully will tond zo sncourage them to remain in
=hc ares. IL iz proposed Lo feed the Lrowm Teal for the rirss wesk or &0 and the birds wiil then be gzadually
wanned off Lhe artificisl food a wack beficre libaracion.

gutian Hages
shawing his
Erown Teal
release
teciniQue 2t
Puke Fuke




INSPECTION CF SROWN TEAL RELEASE SITES — MATAKANA TSLAND @ REPORT BY A, GARRICK/J. GILL

INTRCUUCTION

Sinon Docember 1360, 62 capilve reared bruwn tes] have hoesn relessed (see Appendix 1) on one or oLher of
the two main waterbodies (see Tig 1) at the norLhern end of Matakana Island in Lhe Tauranga Harbour, by
Ducks Unlimited, in agcordance with the chiactives of Cperation Patcke. Following the liberaticons; Ducks:
Unlimited dizéctor, S. Bronger, visited the relesse sices bub observed progressively fewer brown teal on
each occasion (S. Dronger, perz comm). While not an encouraging sign it was considered that She birds
wure archably in gaver as brown teal tend to be inconspicuous by nature, liowever, it was decided that a
more intensive investigaticn should be made of the zyea to dstermina just how many teal were prasent, and
=he suizability of the habizat, and thus provide a basis from which Euture policy cowld he made Yegarding
the izlané as an oublet for captlve reaved birds. As a result ws spent three days on Matakana Island from
2C+23 December 1981,

Our melnods and findings were as below:
METHODS

(i) A}l "wer" aress of possible valne to weterfowl in the wvicinity of the relenss sites wore wvikited, with
purticular reference being given Lo any area that might be attractive to brown teal.

(i) Ohservatlons/counls were made al each are: Jdesmed as potantial watnrfowl habitat. Abzolule counts wera
not zltempted as the primsry objective was to look and listen for brown teal.

(1id} A gualitative asscssmenl was made of esch sres taking lnto account the extent of open water, water depth,
vegelalion, extent of cover, food avaiiable, yoost and nest site potential, and predalors preaent.

RESLLTS

Having inspected all "wat" zreas (located from aerizl photograph) it was decided to concentrate our efforts on
the tws main waterbodics, harcafter dosignated Fonds 1 andé 2, as the only likely areas to support hrown teal.
Pond 3 {see Tig 1), waile appearing as possible habitat on our shotngraph, when lecated was foond to have been
drained with no open water srea remaining dus to raupo encroachment.

{i}) PoND 1
Lescription: Northesnoost wakerbody conslsting of aboub two hectares and surrounded hy spdrue plue
forest. ~credominantly deep with a relatively shallow {approx 30 om) shell along northern marcin,
Water clear ©o 250 om with only wvery limited and scaltered zlgal growth (indicators of lewvel of
enyichment). Sandy/silty base and surrounds with no inlets, cutlets, pasturé or soaks of any
signifizance aszaciated with xmpcm ament .

At weostern end, vwegeration comprised mainly of sedges and rushes - Carex secta (niggerhead), C. maur@sg.
Cyprrus ustulstus, ﬂl{lpﬁ articulatus, occasional Musk wlenbeckis complexa, and in the water, Typha

ordentalis (raupo), Lhe latler of which 3lso extends .along the southern margin of the pond. ALO'!-J the
northern margin, scattered sedges asd rushes as zlready listed, plus Baumea juncea, occasional Uhristella
dentata' (Larn) and Polygonum hydropiper, and further out in the water, T, @ 2-3 m wice balb of SCirm
;gpustris'. Only submerged aquatic vegetation consisted of wvery occezi.ona]. Potamogeton cheesamanii. Grey
wiliow (Salix strosineres), scallered flax (Phormium tenax), Baumes juncea and Scirpus nodosus at eastern
end. Numerous tadpoles but diversity and abundance of invertchrates relatively low = scme snails
{Limnaea “zp) , waterboatmen, water skaters, and damselflies/dragonflies.

Considerakle pig rooting and sign at north and eastern enés.

Wateriowl obssrvations:

20712 1430 =nrxs - a few mallards, 1 showvelsr, 2 scaup
21712 0320 hrs - 15 totsl mallaréds; scagp, grey ducks
1800 ars - approx 10 =al ctds. 1 scaup, 1 pukcko, 1 shag
22712 1300 hrs -1 scaup
(i1} PONE 2

Drscr..pno-.: situated about 400 m o the sowuth of Pond 1, Pond 2, surrounded by plne forest, comprises
ahout nix hectares of open waler, the water being pockated as a seriss of "islands’ within emergent
vegetation consisting largely of raupo, Seirpus lacustris and niggerheads in the drier parts. Sredomin-

anbly shallow, water clear as in Pend 1 and similarly, no water flow.

At the =2astern sné, narrow soaks {25 om denp? lead into the pond proper, tho wvegesstion recorded here
being Fotamogeton cheesemanii (abundant), B. crispug, Myriophyllum sp and a little algae, and bordering
thege soaks niggarheads, occasional Folygonum hydvopiper, Glyceria maxima, Agrostis stelonifera and
Triglochin striatum. While an attractive arca therc was no evidence to suggest even moderate use by
waterfawl. Grey willaws, rabbage trees (Cordyline australis), Carex secta, C. maorica, Cyperus
ustulatue and Baumez juncea zlso recorded. At the western end of the pond, rsupo Scirpus lacustris,
niggerhoads, and 'Christelia dentats’,end alony the sides, flax., Noted in the main waterbody, occasional
Botamogeton chessémanii and in ve very small guantity, duckweed (Zemnz miner).

continusd - over
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Tadpolea were numercusg, conspicucus lavertehrates inclnded waterboatmen (which were abundant in the
‘upaks'), water skaters ané damself]ies/dragonfiies, and a fow snails (Limnaes sp and Gyrauivs corinnaj.
Pig sign presant and 2 possible cal scat. i

waterfowl abservations:

20412 1400 hrs - several mallards including a broud of & Class V ducklings, L shoveler, 1 puXeko
2040 hre (dark}- about 15 malizrds, 2 bzown teal, bitlemn Eooming
21/32 0E45-080C hre = 20/30 mallards, &V mallards, 3 grey ducks, 6 shoveler, 2 scaup, 2 pukekos,

2 bitrerns, 2 black shags, 1 little shag
2000 hrs (dark)- no brown teal

COMCLUSTIONS

Althouch our visit wes ol comparatively shors duration we believa it was sufficient to determine that fow, 1L
any brown teal prasenlly inhabit Marakana fsland, assuming that the relsase sites =nd surrounding arnas
repregent the oaly part of the island 1ikely to suppozl these birds. We base cuz conclusions rot only on not
finding any sign of tha liberated hirde {excluéing tha two teal sighted on 20/12 on Ptond 2 which we consider
wire from the 1iberation some hours prior to the observatlon) bur cn the natura of the habirat, Wwhile it i3
not known precigely what hahitat and conditions brown Leal regquire in the wi 14, it would anpsar thal substantial
cover, sizeable roosts for social Interactnion and access o pasture/saaks Ior grazing/dabbling may o]

imporsant alements,

Pond 1 ampeared to be limited in all these respacts. sd 2, howowvsr, had plenty of cover and conzlderable
'adge' (=vegetatien/water laterface - pariicularly advantagaous Lo terrigorisl birds) and rocst site pommntisl,
bul was again lacking in the food m=vallable.




o Rostheet 4o of  Matekana  sland. 9

Appardix II 7 Birds Recovded Matakans Ialand
Mallazd Duck Indian Mymah
Grey Duck Weltome Swallow
Shovaley Duck hustraiasizn Marrier
B2 Scavp Morcpork

Pukeko Kingfizher

Black Snag Tai

Little Shag Waxeye

Bittern Fantstil

Wil te-flaged Heron Groy Warbles
Southern 3lack«hicked Gull Shining Cuckoo
Red-hilled Guil Sparcow

Slack Qystorcatcher Blackbird

Piad Stilt Chalfineh
Czlifornis Ouail Yellewhammer
Fraasant

moth veleaze sites could be described =s being cligotrophic and not highly productive; submerged and floating
aquatic vegetation being wery limited and as.a result, ths invertebrate fauns likewise. Furthermore, pasture
is lacking and limited 'soaks' are available. In their favour, the release sites have limited human disturb-
anse; no shooting, and a man o the spot, Howsver, taking into account sur Findings as above, and in addition
ihe Fact Lhat cats, stoats and cersainly pigs may be present, we can only conclude that MatsXana Island is not
a spitable liberation site for brown teal. This is perhaps further evidenced by the recovery of a bird on 26
Decombar 1981 en Lhe road petwsen Waihi and Pio beaches only & days after its release an Pond 2. We would
recommend thersfore that no furrther liberations be made on Matakana Island.

FURTHER COMMENTS

The nest boxes in Pond L were inspacted on 21/12. Most wers untouched
excent for 7, 8 and 11-14 which contained 2 mallard feather or feathers
{NB holes large enough te accept m=llarés), and No LO which contained a

Zpoendix I i Ezown Toal Libazstioma.

9 é Tivde -
brood of thrae nearly fledged mynah chicks. Data No. of Birds Sitec of Release
While the ponds may not be suitshle for brown teal they appear to affer ofrz/80 32 Ford 1
other values - a brucd of scaup was seen on Pond 2, and = forn, tentativelyl 2o/ 1/a1 5 “wo |
identified as Christella dentats which is classiflied as rare, was found | 16/ 2702 3 ' P
asscoianod with both sites. 3/ 3/BL pL] Ford 2
Tor interest we include alse 2 tist of 31l bird species noted curing our an/lz/el B ey
study {(Appendix I). otal : 49




WILDLTFE RESEARCH LIATSON GROUP

One of the most importsnt offshoots of the many Inguiries into wildlife mapagemsnt in New Zoaland has bsen
the formelion of tne wildlife Resoarch Limison Croup, pucks Uniimited has been ipvited to scbeit its
thoughts on waterfowl rasearch to :hig new group and it ik expected these will revolve mainly around the
mseq for rososrch on Brown Teal.

The terms of refersnce of tho Wildlife Rescsrch losison Group arer

ORJECTIVE ‘o promote wildlife ressarch in Wew Zealand

A by facilitating and cncourzging communication
1 amongst wildlife ressarch agencies;
2 ameongst all scientisss dnvelved in wildiife rascarch
3 amongst sueh sclenbists ind thase respongible for wildlirs management; and
4 betwsan such scientissz snd groups intsrested in any aspocts of wildlife biolagy: and

=1 oy regularly veviewing current wildlife research programses.

Wildlife research iz definnd =g research carried out on any aspects of the hinltogy of all
animals which live in & wlld state in Now Zoaland, iacloding marine mamssels but excluding fisn.

PLNCTICNS OF RESEARCE LIRISON GROUP

- te exchange information on and review wildlife research programmos

- to encourage resasrch on wildiife

— o léentify the research aspects ol proplems facing wildlife

- o advisa wildlifs regearch zgenciss on The co-urdisatlon of ye2search prograsmes

- &¢' encourage liaison betwoon wildlife researchers and organisations fesponsible for
wildlife management

- o onouurage élesemination of infarmatlon on wildlife research at a technical and
non-technical lewvel

- to report on wildlife research programmes to the Formsnent Heads of relevant
Gowernmaent Regéaveh Agencies

- o ldentify anv deficiencios in existing wildlife rescarch and make sporopriste
recommendssigas Lo Permanent Hoads of selevanl Goverament Reseaxch Agencies

CONPOSITION GF GROUP
Director, Ecology Division, DSIR (Dr R, Sadleir)
Diractor, Protection Forestry Division, PRI, NZPS (Mc J.Y. Morris)
s=sistant Director Research, wWildlile Service, Intermal affairs (Or M. Crawley)
sSenior Scientific Officer ¢f Department of Lands & &urvay (Mr 2. Dingwall}
Bon-Goverament nominated repressntative of Royal Sosiesyl )
Invited membur from private sector [Nationsl Execulive, Acclimatisation Societiss)l

{note: 1 = 3 year term)

PROCEDURES.
The Chairmanshlp shall rotate owo yesrly.
Servicing of the Group shall rotate with the Chair.
Sarvicing for the Royzl Society roprugentative shzll be carried out by DSIR and

that for the private sector by Wildlife Service.

Each wominee shall appoint one alternate for occasions whan attendance iz impossible.
The group shall hsve power to oo-opt acditicnal members when it iz deemed desirable,
in i=s role as 2 reviaw agency, the Wildllfe Research Lizison Groun shall establiszh
ad hoc exper: commitieas whoge members are o be appninted berause of Lheir specific
expertiszc in the zrea to be roviswed. Such persons may consist of mombors of the
Wildiife Research Lisison Group and co-opted addinionsl memhers.
The group shall mest no lass than Lwice a year and will =cer more often when regulrea,

Sull reoords of osch #esting shall he forwecded Lo Lhe Permanent Hsads of each
wildiife research agency.

= * w kb e A xR
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REFORT ON OPERATION GRETEL (GREY TEAL)

ome report only this issue - from bhe Walkato site (Mountlay) -
Inspection cuadeclied by My and Mrs Low Bell.
Iuspaction 22 Novombar 1961
Number of. é.f)"r‘,'s 1218 At thiz =ime, is 124. with 39 from provisus inspections heeched.
Fhers were a number of lete sbendohed nesns with only  nests with an averags of 11
egge @ach teing incubated =t the time.

L]

From inspections on 176/81 and 6/9/2] =nd this Iast ona, on 22/11/8%, vhere has basn
setanlichad = 68% hetsh success Loy the 1981 heseding seascn at Mountlew, Thiz ooiipares
favourabiy with provicus years - whare 1979 was 51% and 1250 S0%.

The Fusoess appesrs to have been broughs xbout Iy raising mass of tha boxas above Lfiood ’
helght, E.B.

REPORT ON OPFRATION BRANTA (OANA0S SEDED)

Oparation Branks hag mads furthor exacllent progress with the largest-myer transfer of geege by Ducks
Ualimizad £ram the Soubh Island Caking placs dusing Decewber 1981 and Jenuzry L1982 (two shipoents

tetalling 30 birds). The majority of =heso bBlrds came Ivom Peadock. Springs wildlifa Park in Christchuraa.
Nail Tsana, Mansging Direckor ¢f Isazc Consmrnctica Company Limited Sounded Peacock Springs some 16 years
agn the cuarsiss left afiey shingls sytvaction wn LS property wore used Lo devslop o zystem of Laggons.
Paacnak Springs recenlly {oined DU 35 Trada membess. Speclal thanks o Mz Igsac and his Wildlife Park
dirastor, Sharon Welker, foo Lasiy significant contributlon Lo Operation Branta.

= 3lso thanks Porer Moleod ¢f Chiistchurch for his fine work in croting and [red
f, Henivre Tield 0Lficer with the wellington dcolimatis

with zhe dizgribucion of gee
seoiaty for o

"ing the blrds, and

ion Society for hiz continuing efforts
in the Wsirarapa. Aleo gpecial Thanks to Wellington Acclimstlsation
neial contributisn towards "Branta’ mosti.

Ty QENezous

Garry Girvan, whn "maptuced” Lhe cover phorogragh, i1s alsc responzible for the one halow:




IS YOUR CALL
ALLIT'S
OUACKED
UP TO BE?

IF IT IS, DON'T MISS HOOT-N-ANNY 82 AND THE DUCK-CALLING CONTEST!

THE WATKATO FUNDRAISING CHAPTER'S ZND HOOT-N-ANNY FEATLRES:

DUCK PLUCKING CONTEST CONTINUGUS BUFFET SUPPER (LOPM-MIDNIGHT >
DUCK CALLING CONTEST (SOLO & GROUPS)  BAVARIAN BAND
BEST HOME MADE DECOY DOOR PRIZES - 100 PLUS!
BEST DRESSED DUCKSHOOTER PRESENT MONSTER UNRESERVED AUCTION
OLDEST DUCKHUNTER PRESENT ENIRY FEE OF & 15 INCLUOES WINE/BZER
WHERE: TE RAPA RACECOURSE WHEN: SATURDAY 17 APRIL 1982
HISTS: WAIKATO CHAPTER OF MCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INCORPORATED
TICKET GAIL BARCLAY 37 FAIRVIEW TERRACE, HAMILTON
SALES: TELEPHONE: 5% 991
MURRAY CHRISTOFFZIRSEN 71 AURORA TERRACE, HMAMILTON
TELEPHONE: 87 686
CONTEST MURRAY DENCH 21 CLEMATIS STREET, HAMILTON
ORGANISER: TELEPHONE 493 378

ALL WELCOME.....MAKE UP YOUR PARTY.....SECURE YOUR TICKETS IMMEDIATELY!  REMEMBIR -
PROCEEDS OF THIS 'FUN' EVENT RENEFIT SUCKS UNLIMITED (NZD) INC,
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INTRODUCING
The First Of The %
FISH AND FOWL SERIES

AMNUAL INFORMATION BOOKS ABOUT WETLAND AND UPLAND GAMEBIRDS
AND FRESHWATER SPORTING FISH WRITTEN EBPECIALLY
FOR NEW ZEALAND SPORTEMEN

The
DUCKSHOOTER'S is an authorative, well
BAG illustrated and easily
enjoyed book about -
~Biack Swan ~Managing our waterfowl!

~Capada Goose
~Paradise Shelduck

~Grey Duck ~Game season regulations
~Mallard
~Shovaler ”

g .l L ey

PLEASE SEND ME,.......COPIRS OF POS
“the Duckshooter’s Bag” T 1o
At $7 SER COPY

FISH AND FOWL SERIES No. 1 M- Ot it

1 P.0. BOX 74
' 1 I ENGLOSE & gL

BOOK REVIEW - "'THE DUCKSHODTER'S BAG! BY MURRAY WILLTAMS {AVATLABLE FROM DUCKS UNLIMITER (NZD INC: $7 COPYD

raviewed by F. Reil Hesyes. 123 pages, 62 illuxtrations

The educatlon of walterfowl huazers is an impertant partc of wildlife management, and this new book by DU's
goud friend, Nr Murray Williams of the Wildlife Sexvice, should ¢o some way towards educating New Zealand
Guckshooting readars in many aspects of waterfowl management. While the beok really deals only with water-
fowl that may be shot during the New Zealand shuotling sesson, it will alzo provide good reading for 21l DU
membars. Bxch of the first seven chavlers discuss specifis waterfowl sgpecies - Black Swan, Canada Geese,
Parpdisa Shelduck, Grey Duck, Mallard, Shoveler 2aé Pukeko — and considerable information is given on such
topics as population sizes, breeding behavivur, nesting habits, food and habitat reguirements, and the
pasition in respect of hunting. The reéemaining chapters discuss wabterfowl management, game seascn regulations
and the importance of wetlande, Willlaos' scientific writings have always been in an “easy Lo reag”
informativa style and this book, his Eirst, is no exception.

DU readers will bBe a 1little dizappointed that the organisation is not mentionad in the boox, but this may be
becaugeé DY iz primsrily concerned with rare 5pecies. HBowaver, becawse DU financed and organised the transfer
OF over 2C0 Canada Ugess from the Scuth Island to the North since 1877, one would have thought that, ta be
specific when discussing the § s this fact should have warranted mention. And, in a brief
paragraph on Grey Teal im New Zealand, DU is not mentioned - which is most surerising when the organisation has,
Lo date, erected ovar 600 Grey Teal nest boxes which have go far produced arcund 6,000 hatched eggs. Howewver,
Lthese caizsions - whils dissspointing - dc not detract 2
and the book iz highly recommended. Awvailable at only §
iin publicatinon i5 excellent walue,

rem Lhe excellent reading in "The Duckshocter's Bag"
7 per copy, including postage, from DU headquarters,

L
% How 5% poside b

3 for ducks 3

- 1o be footed =

3 by the -

» arude imitclicns £

“Used by hunters ? p

* x

i monsribused by mesber Shirley Goodwin 3
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History was made
on Stewart Island last March

The firss Kakope chick seen this ceatury. Kakape ‘Nova' feeding her chick 'Snark’,

or the first time in living
F memory, men watched while
the Kakapo population increased
by three.

The wildiifz tcam on the sland
described the find as “mind boggling”

The NLZ. Wildlife Service team
have puod reasan 1o pat themselves on the
back. Since 1977, when they discovereda
community of lifty of the rarc birds on
Stewarn Isiand, they've heen working hand
w0 presarve the species.

The discovery of the three chicks
was an indicatios: of how imponant the
weam’'s work in eradicating pests. lagging
and studying the birds hus been.

‘The Kakapo needs
your help oo

The witdlits tzam, whose good work
became so cvident recentiy, nesd some-
where o bive while they study and procect
the Kakapo, The World Wildiife Fund
hias set the Pmject Kakapo larger at
$25.000 to build and equip a hut with
hasic living ard research Facilities.

Recausc ali mutenals must be flown
into the remote and rugped regions of
Stewarl Island by helicopter. the cost of
coastruetion will be high. Bulit's the first
stepon the road to survival forhis uniqus
and delizhtiul New Zealand bird.

Budld the hui or see the Kakapo
fade inte myth — the choive is yours.

Support Project Kakapo

Less thany hundred Kakapo remain

& bare few in Fiordland, and the small

colony in an almost inaccessible part of
Stewart Tsland.

I'he Kakapo's survivalisdependent
On Your Support.

T'he World Wildlite 1+ und has com-
mitted $25.000 to supporting the Kakapo.
it needs your help 1o raise the money,
Withour your help the Kakapo will dis.

How much do vou know
about the Kakapo?

Probehly next to nothing. bocause
l:ttde is known, even by trained naturaiists
and researchers. about its life cvele, dts
habits, its rituals, its young — cven its life
span.

The Kskapo 15 s big us a guose,
booms: like a bittem, climbs trees. digs
holes und looks very like an awl. The hird
remains one of nature’s niddles. Flightiess.
nociurnal. the Kakapo is the world's
higgest and strangest parot,. It has a
separaie sub-species classification all of
s awn,

With mass green hody. [eaters and
branze wings. the Kakapo waddles as it
walks. It looks for all the world like a
plunp and stumpy Chartie Chaplin us it
beais feading acks across dense serub
land in southern Stewar fsiand.

Tearing moss and grass roots from
the boggy. peaty ground, its food is helé in
long claws and nibbled with a powerfully
hooked beak,

But for all its apparent armament,
the Kakapo is a placid, docile creature,
certainly no mateh for the Killers of the
bush.

Wild cats and dogs maintaina

reign of terror

Mauled skeletons of members -of
Swwart Island’s Kakapo community sre
sad refics of the havor caused by predators
imported by the early Pakeha settlers. The
biggest threat comes trom the wild cats,
whose agile speed makes the slow-moeving
Kakzapo casy prey.

The New Zealand Wildlife Service
t2am witl send their specislist in wild cat
cradication. to Stewsrt Island — but like
ather members: of the team. he needs
shielter, The donation vou make will house
this man and athers like him. who may
need to spend up o len years studving,
feaming and kesping the last Kakapo
colony in New Zealand alive. The current
research team is hving under canvas in
condivons - of extreme hardship in the
same remote cormer of the island where
the Kekapa's have retrealesd.

To keep e research team, the
Prgiect Kakapo hat must be built. Other-
wise the Kakapo cannat he proiccted.

Where do | send my donation?

Please help save the Kzkapn hy sending a
cheque, posial nole or meaey ooder to:

Project Kakayn. World Wildlife Fund
PO, Box 12-200
WELLINGTON NORTH

p WrwE

A receipt will be posted to you —
and all donations are tax deducnible within
the preseribed limits. The money vougive
o Project Kakapo wil be used only for
Project Kakapo.

Ths Kakapn will live- with yoter belp-
if given mas.

WWGS OaM

,:l
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THE AVICULTUSE, RI-ESTASLISSMENT

THE NEW ZEALAND BROWN TERL
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DU SALES OFFZRS
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DUCKS INLIMITED SALES CFFERS

DETAILED BELOW ARE PUBLICATICNS AND
OTHER ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR SALE FROM
DUCKS UNLTMITED. SEADQUARTERS,

NOYE: PACKS CF GIFT NOTE/CARDS AND

WORLD WILDLIFE FUND-NZ PUBLICATIONS

ARE DETAILED ELSEWHMERE IN¢
R THIS 1SSUE

THE INCLBATION BOOK BY DR A.F. ANDERSON BROWN 532
A COLOWRED KEY TD THE WATERFOWL GF THE WORLD 2Y SIR PETER 5COTT §$ 10
THE AVICULTURE, RE-ESTABLISHVENT 2AD STATUS OF THE NZ BROURN TEAL BY F.N. HAYES 3 6
THE DUCKSHOCTER'S BAG BY DR MURRAY WILLIAMS § 7
DUCKS, PONDS AND PEOPLE BY JOHM SWIFT  (NOW BACK IN STOCK!) s 7.50
DUCKS UNLIMITED LAPEL BADGES &g
GREY TEAL NEST 30X (KITSET) EASY TO ASSEMBLE ’ 3 10
N R N TN N N N N RN AN NN EERNINRNTARALAX LR AR TSN TN
ORDER FORM: TO DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INCORPORATED, P.O. BOX 74 HAMILTON &
PLEASE POST ME THE FOLLOWING (ALL PRICES POST PAID) COST EACH ..

THE TNCUBATION BOOK. s + 5 s 4l 4 & ola o s et e B A 5 32 z
A COLOURED KEY TO THE WATERFOWL OF THE WORID . . . . - . . el 510 *
THE AVICULTURE, RE-ESTABLTSSMENT £ STATUS OF NZ BROWN TEAL . . . . . $ B 3
THE DR S TR S BT 1 o os o ohmicst i e oiio s eie oro o - § 7 %
DUCKS; PONDS ANG PEOPEE - 2 o o v v as o ot P e ahsdgar § 7.50: #
DUCKS N IMITED LAPEL BADEECSY . . . . . SR B S S ®
GREY TEAL NEST SOK(ES), KITSET . . NG e e D DL T 510 %
1 ENCLOSE My OEQUE FIR 5 . . . . IN PAPENT 3
NEME  (PLEASE PRINT) T A I LS5 | G IR TR (LS T %
b4

ADDRESS e ¥
M N R A N N S A TR LSy s AN A B N e SRR RN X XRN-RNHXXXXEN
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FOR SALE: ENCHANTING GREETTNG CARD/KOTES

5 mards with envelopes, ither assortad packs af 6
individual bipd oy floral srudies, or & of onn type of
fiorel or bird skuydg. Cards are plask inside for uou
to write your own messzge, The colour rande Is subtle

and delightful - (hese notes also maks fins gi

2

5.

cards ave § 2.50 for

peck of §. Floral studises are § 2.00 for
Dack of &§. Osders wan be placed @irect with

Joan Tagier
66 Lake Road
Devonport, aAuckland §

(a2 percentage of Joan Taplor's earnings
from Lie sale of thegs delightlful cards

SFECIAL OFFZR FOR DU MEMBERS

"WILD GEESC OF THE WoRLD!
! SY DR MYRFYN. OWEN

SPECTAL OFFER Ti] DU MEMBERZ...
§ 51 POST 28ID (NZ RETAIL 5 53)

Ol MEMBERS:

NEWSLETTER.

IN *THE FIELD™

XXX R
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to DU members will be donated to Ducxs
Unlimited. )}

ACQUTRE THIS VERY SPECIAL BOOK AND ~ELP BOGST DU TLNDS
AT T S8MC TTME.
TIE WORLD WILDL IFE=FUND NoEW LEALAND HAS OFFERED 7O PAY DU COMMISSION
DN THE NET PROFIT FROM URDERS ATTRACTED FROM THE PROMOTION TN YOUR

THESE FARNINGS FROM COMMISSION WILL 3E PLACED DIRECTLY

AS WELL AN OFFERING A DISCOUNT TO DU MOMBERS,

TO GENFFIT NEW ZEALAND WATERFCWL!

URDER FORM: "WILD GEESE OF THE WORLO!
TC: WORLD WILDLIFE FUND-NEW ZEALNND
P.C. BOX 12-200, WELLINGTON NCRTH

PLEASE POST ME ,....COPY/COPIES OF
"“WILD GECSC OF TIE WORLD!
8Y IR MYRFYN CWCN

ENCLOSED IS MY REMITTANCE OF § .. ....(551 COPY)

ADCRESS o0 4o b v oo sim v st wieim wie e




