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DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INC - AN:UAL CONFERENCE 1979

The fifth annual conference of Ducks Unlimdted (N2} Incorporated
will he held at the Shaw Savill Lodge, Xilbirmie, Wellington
on Saturday, 7 July 1979 at 2.00 pm.

BUSINESS

= 1 1.30 pm Registration and payment of conference feoeo.
2. 2.00 pm Official cpenlng, welcome and apologies

3. 2.05 pm Minutes of 1978 annual conference, and Matters
Arising

4. 2,15 pm President’s report and annual financial
Statement presentation

5. 2.30 pm Election of four (4) directors from the £loor,
P representing members

G, 2.40 pm Report on Cperation "Pateke” {I.H. Pirani)
7. 2.50 pm Guest speakey - Mr K. Kuiper, Director, Wellington

ZOoo . "The Zoos' Role in the Propagation and
Conservation of Endangered Species®

a. 3.30 pm Brezk for refreshment (President’s "shout™)
9, 3.45 pm ReporlL on Operation "Gretal" {P.B.C, Pirani)

10. 3.5C pm Raport on Operation "Branta” {P.M. Mclcod)

11. 3.55 pim Guest speaker — Pr Muxray J. Williams of the
‘wildlife Service. "The Biology of the New Zealand
Paradise”

12, 4.35 pm°  General business

13, 4.50 pm Film (Sir Peter Scott)

14. 5.20 pm Refreshments

15. 6.30 pm Annual dinner
l 16, 7-30 pm Annual auction

f 17, 8.30 pm Refreshments
‘ EXEEEXARERXXAARAPARAR RSO AR AR AR LA LR

’ A copy of the Rules of Ducks Unlimited (KZ) Incorporated will be

available for perusal by &ny member at the conference. Al
members, and friends, of Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated ars
invited ta attend.

P.8.C. Pirani
Acting Secretary, {
P.O. RBox 74, Hamilton {
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BE SURE YOU ATTEND THE DUCKS UNLIMITED ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND AUCTION:
BID FOR TRULY MAGNIFICENT AUCTION ITEMS WHICH YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS
AND AT THE SAME TIME RAISE FUNDS TO BENEFIT NEW ZEALAND WATERFOWL
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Interesting speakers,; highlights of DU's yesar, a
Peter Scott £ilm, auction items from the practical
to the unusual - all promise an exciting and
enjoyable experience and a gathering' as stimulating
and informative as previous year's programmes,

Registration fee: The fee Lhis year is $ 12 per
head which will cover a delicious buffet dinner
from the restauvant kitchen of the Shaw Savill
Ladge . Members are most welcome - and why not
bring a friend? The cost for each guest is also

$ 12, There will be an opportunity for those who
nave not renewed thely DU subscription to do so
and to enrol thely friends, and new members.

Pottery, ammunition, waterfowl art, handsome volumes
of the history of Ducks Unlimited in the U.S.A. and

Canada - plus many others form the basis of the
auction. Among donations from members and friends

of Ducks Unlimited (NZ), our affiliated organisation
in the United States has genercusly donated some
superb items - artists proofs by the DU Artist of
the Year, series of waterfowl prints by talented and
wall-known arkists, hoxes of note cards with cover
Gesigns by naturs artists, plus DU "history books"™ -
"A Singleness of Purpose™; “Ducks and Men" and ™A
Saga of Duck and Goose Hunting" =« these volumas are
signed and nurbered “collector's items" not to be
misged.

Another special itewm of waterfowl art is a framed
waterfowl print by New Zealander, Raymond Ching -
"oho Mallard". These and many other interesting
jtems (something for everyonel) are available.

AL1, PROCEEDS BEREFIT DU's WATERFOWL FROJECIS FOR
1979/80!

Sales of "T" shirts and DU lapel badges will also
be conducted at the annual conference.

THIS IS CUR M3JOR FUNDRRISING EFFORT OF THE YEAR -
MAKE I'T A MEMOEABLE OCCASION (FOR YOU END FOR THE
WAIBRFOVL IN NEW ZEALAND WHO WILL BENEFIT:)



DU PROJECT REPORTS

OPERATION GRETEL OPERATION PATEKE - BROWN TEAL “EXPORT”
B working party {(to exect 25 COroy Teal nest boxss) The "expart" of wo Rrown ezl females, whoae
will hbe held at the Xurau Dam, Mastereon, on destination is the Wildfowl Trust, (refer the
Sunday, 1 July 1979 (refer chotoyraph 1 this page). March “=szue of FLIGKL) shauld have taken placo
Members and friends interested in giving 2 hand by the .:me members received this edilion of
should meot at the wWellington Acclimatisation PLIGHT.
Socicty's Hatchery at Pownall Streel, Masterton =
at 10 am. Bring hasmers, stepladders, S inch A slight delay was caused by the quarantine
galvanised nally, waders, lunch and rofreshments! facilities at Slimbridge being full until early
Neil Hayes will be co-ordinating the working party dune. The Brown Teal could hawve been placed
and if you have any gueries, please telephone him at ancther Wildfowl Trust centre, bul Mr Mike
at Wellington 646-622, Lubback, the Assistant Director of the Wildfowl
Trust, was particularly kesn #£o have them at
Another working party (to erect 25 boxes at Slimbridge where he can personally keep an eye
Matthew's Tagoon in the Wairarapsa) will be held on them.

later in July.
A speclel orate was constructed to transport the

BARTON'Ss LAGOON: Some maintenance was carried out birds - this can be scen in pholograph 2 below.

on boxes over Easter and it was good to ses well The desicn, the specifications for which were

over 60 Grey Teal using the lagoon. At present supplied by tho Wildfowl Trust, enables the birda

the Catchment Poard are carrying out some work to be fed and watered, in tranait, without the

around the lagoon bul we aro hopeful that they risk of them escaping. To Xeep the Brown Teal

will have completod this hefore the next breeding company, DU is also sending one pair of New

geascn. The work being done actually looks like Zealand Grey Duck e the Wildfowl Trust. ‘
making the area more attractive to waterfowl. We |
now have 30 boxes erected at Barton's with scope EARLY OR LATE? (again!) |

forra further 20°irn the future. Mrs June Bronger, DU's membership secretary and

wife of DU director, Mr Sig Bronger, announced
the arrival on 30 April of 3 Brown Teal chlcks
at Matakana Islang! e Brown Teal "motaer”
ladid AND SAT oun § eggs - however 2 egge mysteriously
disappearad whilst Sig and June were on & visit to
he mainland. The remajning 3 hatched successfully
and to date the chicks are doing well. Operation
Fateke is off Lo & good start again this zeason and
30 April is an auspicious date - we hear that
member Lauric Piper of Christchurch heralded the
arrival of 4 Brown Teal chicks on this day’

FLEXMAN's, POKENO: Mr Tony Flexman advises thal
during dpril, when he was spraying weed on the
pond where the Grey Toal nest boxes are sited,
he noticed a Grey Teal emerge from & box, &
closer inspection revealed 9 eggs in an advanced
stage of incubation - a late, or carly, starter?

photograph 2

shotograph 1

N view of Crate for airfreighting 2

Kurau Dam, Masterton Braown Tezl and 2 Grey Duck
to the Wildfowl Trust




DU PROJECT REPORTS

OPERATION BRANTA

On Monday, 23 April, Wellington dirsctors Neil
Hayes and Bud Jones, together with Jim Campbell
(DU member and Wellington Acclimatisation Society
Council member)} representing Ducks Unlimited and
the Wellington Acclimatisation Society, presented
submissions to Wairarapa Federated Farmers
concerning Canada geese in the reglon.

Ducks Unlimited has asked Federated Farmers to
give aporoval to permitting Canada geese which
are reared in the Wairarapa to remain fullwinged.
Lt presenl, 2 requirement of their release in
the area is that all birds must be pinioned.

po decision was reached at the meeting but Ducks
Unlimitod wae given a good hearing, which is
encouraging. We will report further on develop-
mente in future issues of PLIGHT.

SUBMISSIONS ON RARE AND ENDANGERED
SPECIES AND THEIR HABITAT

In March the Nature Conservation Council called
for submissions from interested parties on rare
and endangered species of wildlife and theirx
habitat in New Zealand. DU welcomed the oppor-
tunity to comment - because one of the major
reasons for the group's existence is its concern
for our rare waterfowl.

DU made what it considers to be important sub-
missions to the Council which dealt with its
concern for the Brown Teal and Blue Buck; the
aviculture ¢f both species; need for habitat
preservation; hydro—electric dams and their
effects on wildlife; legislation and the need
for better balanced laws; plus research and
management, If members wish to cbtain a copy
of the submissions, please foxrward $ 1-50 to
cover printing/postage to P.O. Box 74, Hamilton.
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THE FOLLOWING STIMULATING AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING ADDRESS APPEARED IN A

RECENT 1SSUE OF THE AMERICAN 'DUCKS UNLIMITED MAGAZINE',

ITS COMMENTS

ARE SO RELEVANT THAT WE REPRINT THE ENTIRE ARTICLE HERE AS TO EDIT SAME
MEMBERS WILL APPRECIATE THAT THE FACTS RELATE

WOULD DESTROY ITS IMPACT.
TO THE NORTH AMERICAN SCENE AND LEGISLATION.

MESSAGE CONTAINED IN THESE COMMENTS IS CLEAR!

s el

I believe a strong case could be
made that the topic assigned me is
the: mast important ane of this entire
meeting. The other twa sessions dis

cussed the management of water-
fowl and waterfowd habitat respec-
tively and it is difficuft to discuss this
topic without recognizing the part
hunting-related activities play in gen

erating public and private funds for
management. Morcover, we must
recognize that in the U.S., the vast
majority of viable wetland habitat is
privately owned and maintained
largely for hunting and hunting-relat-
ed purposes,

S, when we address ourseives to
the future of the hunter ard his or
her respansibility, | believe we are in
a very real way discussing the future
of our precious waterfowd resaurce
as well.

To evaleaie what might happen in
the future, we often hegin by study-
ing the past. In the case of waterfowd
and other species, | believe we need
1o make a distinction between prafit

hunting and  not-for-profit  hunling.
There is no deaying that at certain
periods. in-our history, in certain ar-
eas of the country, some devastating
systems were developed for killing
waterfowl for profit. The pictures
and accounts af the market hunting
davs are available and certainly
make handy fodder for anyone who
is predisposed 1o dislike hunling.
furthermore, there is no doubt this
ype of harvesting of a public re-
source had something to do with the
population decline of North Ameri-
can waterfowl,

Of course, the impact of market
hunting diminishes when we realize
that the systematic drainage of wet-
lands in the U5, resulted in reducing
the original 127 million acres avail-
able in the contiguous forly-eght
states to about 72 million acres pres
eatly. Market hunting of waterfow!
was outlawed in 1900, | do not think
there is any toreseeable circum-
stance under which it will ever be
allowed again, so, when we cvaluate

Shaping the Future

NEVERTHELESS THE VALUABLE

by Betty Crystal

the historical behavior of the hunter,
| want to make it clear that we we
discussing  only the not-for-prafit
hunter or the individual who hunts
out of Jove for the activity and the
FESOUICE.

This may seem like an obvious
point that does not need to be
made, particulady before an audi-
ence as sophisticated as this one and
vet, one of the biggest problems the
fionter faces in the future is continu-
ing adverse public opinion. As a
hunter, | grow weary of being asso-
ciated with the elimination of the
buffalo, the demise of the passenger
pigeon and all of the other sins that
may have been committed against
our wildlife resources in the pursuit
of profit. The hunter who has contin-
ved 10 hunt when all prafit possibili
ties were outlawed is the hunter |
want to examine, and | think we
must agree that historically the hunt-
er’s concern tar and stewardship of
the wateefow! resource has been re-
markable.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE : 1AN H. PIRANI

It glves me a great deal of pleasure to again review the operations for the past year, & few
people have made the comment to me  “What is Ducke Unlimi™ »d achieving?". As each year passes,
Ducks Unlimited makes pesitive progress - not perhaps as rapidly as we would wish when comparisons
are made with some comservation activities but the achievements are sclid and permanent. During
our fifth year of operation, we cstablished a broad base on which to build the future., These are
"pioneer” years in the history of Ducks Unlimited (New Zealand) - pioneering has never been easy,
but when the cbjective is worthwhile and promises so much, the task appears "easier™ and the
burden lighter.

I do not propose to comment on the various projects and their progress as these have been publicised
fully during the year in FLIGHT and members will be familiar with the excellent and encouraging
results achieved. We view the coming year with great expectations!

We did, however, record some notable highlights thils past year ..... namely, we received permission

from the Wildlife Service to "export" Brown Teal to the Wildfowl Trust, Slimbridge as part of our
Operation Pateke activities. The generosity of Air New Zesaland Limited makes this shipment possible
and sincere thanks to them for allowing the birds to trawel free to the United XKingdom. We anticipate
that, with the expertise of the Slimbridge personnel, a nucleus of this endangered species will be
established and maintained In the United Kingdom and we look forward eagerly to the Trust's participation
in the Pateke project.

2Znother highlight was the receipt of funds in the form of a grant from the Ministry of Recreation and
Sport, funds which are gratefully acknowledged and were placed to effective use in the Grey Teal nestbox
programme, enabling work to be accelerated and extended to the South Island earlier -than originally
planned. We were delighted to learn this year that the Wildlife Service intend undertaking a longterm
study of the Ducks Unlimited Grey Teal nestbox project, beginning at Pokeno in Auckland. Thisg
recognition of DU's efforts by the Wildlife Service is encouraging and we look forward to the outcome of
their Investigations in due course. We anticipate that much valuable data will become available as a
result of this official study. DU also made submissions on various proposed schemes throughout the
country which would have an effect on waterfowl - a stimulating exercise involving hard work, and we
await the outcome of these submissions with a great deal of concern and interest.

The audited financial accounts are presented herein. Once again a considerable proportion has been
spent on promotional advertising and this figure includes the production costs of FLIGHT newsletter which
your directors regard as a valuable publicity tool. Your directors view the continuing level of
advertising expenditure in the future as essential during the establishment (or pioneering) period.
Large sums were also expended with project work, and in particular Operation Gretel - this year made
possible to an even greater deqrec because of the Ministry grant mentioned earlier. The f£inancial
situation generally, however, does not appear to show signs of rapid or major improvement which is a
reflaction of the depressed economic conditions of concern to all New Zealanders just now. However,
this should not deter the plans Ducks Unlimited has for the coming years and I stress here that many
costs, such as transportation, time and materials, labour etc are donated - without thils support from
our friends in industry, coammerce, farming etc we just could not proceed at the rate to date.
Thankyou everyone:

We have recorded a few changes at Board level this past year, After many years sexving the Board on
behalf of members, Mr Xelvin Mackie was not available this year = however, he continues to contribute
at field work level and his energetic and practical attitude to "getting the job done" continues to
benefit the organisation. We also farewelled Murray Dench after the last annual meeting - although
his term was brief, his contribution on behalf of members is no less appreciated. In their place,
we welcomed Miss Diane Pritt, representing members, and Mr Julian Nelson-Parker, both of whom bring
many years of experience with waterfowl breeding, organisational expertise and wetlands management.
Diane Pritt is the second female member of the Board, a trend viewed with enthusiasm within the
Board. I appreciate the support and co-operation I have had from the retiring directors and am
confident the new members will continue the pattern, and examples set. Thankyou fellow directors
and key members of the organisation - much of the work put in by these individuals goes unnoticed
by the majority. Their magnificent contribution in terms of time and expertise is voluntary
{sometimes out of all proportion to the casual observer) but maintained because of their sincerity,
skill and determination to ensure that the future for waterfowl in this country is assured. It is
impossible for me to express sufficiently the gratitude I feel toward my fellow directors and key
people in Ducks Unlimited (New Zealand) for their outstanding and consistent labours,



Farmers, businessmen and industry, the wild-
life Service personnel, acclimatisation
societies - all these people and groups have
co-operated in a generous way to DU affairs.
These supporiers form a wvital part of our
styycture for success and without them our
task would be so much mors difficult. A
special word too for our friends in the
Ducks Unlimited organisations in the United
States, Canada and Mexico - the measure of
their support in terms of adwice, encourage-
ment, generous gifte for our auctions, advice
and moral support just cannot be counted in
mohetary or other terms; suffice to say it
is a remarkable example of international
co-operation to benefit waterfowl — New
Zealand's waterfowl in this case. Thankyou.

Finally, we — and the ducks - could not
survive without our members, both in Rew
Zealand and abroad. These volunteers are
aware of the impetus that allows them to
raise more funds, recruit new members and
particirate actively at a personal level,

if they wish, in wetland management and
other projects in all parts of the country.
DU members provide the vitality, stamina
and strength needed to "get the job done™ =
and raise the dollars, despite difficult
econcmic times. If funds cannot be found
for a particular project, ingenuity comes

to the fore and donations of time, materials,
transportation etc appear in order to enable
specific project completion. The country's
financial circumstances do not appear to
promise improvement for some years - neverthe-
less the spirit with which our volunteers
accept the tasks ahead is paramount and is
the key to the future of waterfowl here.

What is Ducks Unlimited achieving? It is
impossible for a group such as vours to
achieve results without an underlying source
of motivation. DU's motivation stems, as

it has since its formation five years ago,
from its noble purpose - the restoration,
preservation and maintenance of New Zealand's
waterfowl habitat - a purpose which is
simple, yet essential, and is the key factor
in the business of protecting the future

for our waterfowl and for coming generations
of New Zealanders, whether they are
interested in the challenge of shooting, of
matching wits with waterfowl, of capturing
their natural beauty on film or canvas ......
sssese Or Just knowing the birds are there!
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1NCOME AND EXSENDITURE ACCOUNT
PCR THE ¥EAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1379

44 1378
INCONE o
Subaeriptiong:
Lite 250 ise
Actzive 1639 1540
Supporter 520 L85
Junior 1e i
Trade 120 120
TOTAL SUBSCRIETIONS 2595 2528
BLUS OIHER INCOUME .
Donationa 565 a0
Confercnca Incomo 1004 1135
Profit (Loss) T. Shirt Sales 145) 13
Profit (loss) Lapal Badge Sales (149) az
Sundry 86 39
Grant - Taternal Affaire _500 FAX
TOTAL INCOME 4556 4084
LESS EXPENDITURE
Audit and Accountancy Fees 76 40
Advertising 1132 1o2e
Duplicating 17 -
Operation — 'Gretal’ 1557 235
- "Pateke’ 137 -
- 'Branta’ 150 120
- "Harlock' - 15
- 'Blue Duck’ - 360
Postage 345 431
Printing 842 667
Stationsry i 220
Sundry 137 121
Travelling Expensas - Board Mestinga _60& _256
TOTAL EXFENSES 5347 34991
EXCESS EXFENDIYURE OVER ANCOME § 7192 $ 1593)
———— ———
STALE [ OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
AS AT 31 MARCE 1979
1479 i972 1973 1978
L ILITIEE ASSETS
Accounts Payablae 1oL 27 Bank of Naw South Wales 12y 628
ACCUMULATED FUNRDS T. Shirt Stocks 215 372
Balance 2.4.78 1071 178 Lapcl Badge Stacks a5 148
Lagy Excess Expenditure
over Income 791 {593}
280 1071
$ 381 $ 1lde $ 381 $ 1148

We have examined the attached Income and Expenditure Account and Statament of Assctz snd Ziabilities
together with the books and records of Lhe Association and have obtainad such informaticn ana
explanations s we considered necessary.

Our examination has not disclossd any unrecorded Incvume or unauthorised Expenditure but in conmun with
other organisations of a gimilar nature coaplele internal control is not practicable and ftor this
FaI80n wa are unable to cartify that all Incomse has besn recorded and Zxpenditure suthoriszed.

Subject to tLhe above gualification the Income and Expendilure Account and the Statsment of Azzatsa
and Lisbilities present fairly the rosultc of the Association's activities for the year ended
31 March 1379,

s SSEE b i $ AR e S Mot T

Oat M 979

PR L

Hamilton

Chartered Accuuntants
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SHAPING THE FUTURE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

It was the hunter whao first called
for action on the part of the U.S,
foderal government when drought
and drainage drove waterfowd to an
all-tires low in the 30s. It was the
hunter who demonstrated the con-
cern for the disappearance of the
critical Canadian breeding grounds
through the formation of Ducks Un-
limited in 1937. it was the hunter
who was instrumental in banning,
under the Lacey Act of 1900, market
hunting for profit. It was the hunter

ipate being left to his own devices.

It 35 at this point that we must
move to a discussion of the bunter’s
future responsibilities. If we con-
clude that legal not-for-profit hunting
is in the best interest of our wildlife
resource and the national economy,
then we must rocoORNIZEe our respon-
sibility to address ourselves in an or-
ganized fashion 1o those external
forces which could diminish or even
terminate the benefits generated by
hunting,

e T g T P V| Y S W e ) )
“As a hunter, | grow weary of being
associated with the elimination of the
buftalo, the demise of the passenger
pigeon and all of the other sins that
may have been committed against
our wildlife resources in pursuit of profit.”

who called for responsible manage-
ment of the waterfowl and other
wildlife resources through the estab-
lishment of the Federal and state fish
and game agencies. It was the hunt-
er who provided for the funding of
these management efforts . through
fish and hunting license fees, excise
taxes on hunting-related eguipment
and private contributions.

The most recent figures available
on hunting-related activities
that of the 184.3 million people nine
years of age or older residing in the
U.5. in 1975, 20.6 million participat-
od in hunting. Their expenditures for
licenses, tags and stamps  were
§277.47 miflion and the expenditura
on hunting equipment was more
than $1.86 million. In  addition,
hunters spent $1.2 billion on food,
drink and refreshments, $227 mil-
lion on lodging and $2.1 billion on
transportation. For anyone keeping a
running account, that totals $4.25
billian invested by hunters in their
activities in 1975 and, of course,
thase figures do not refate to the mil-
lions of dallars voluntarly contribut-
ed by hunters to private consérvas
tion efforts working on behalf of our
wildlife resource,

If we are to reach any conclusion
about the future of the hunter based
on past history, we must conclude,
that left to his own devices, the
hunter will continue ta spearhead
the sffost to protect, manage and
prepetuate  aur peecious  North
American wildlife rezources,

The catch phase, of course is, “'it
left to his own devices.”" The fact is,
the hunter does not exist in a vacu-
um; therefore he really cannot antic-

| would like to group these re-
sponsibilities into what | would call

the “1”s. They are “information,’

“incentives,” and “involvemnent.”
We are all aware that one of the
problems facing the hunter 8 ad-
verse public reaction to his activities,
Most of these opinions result from
lack of information. Why does the
public lack information? In some
cases, we must recognize that a
good many people are fike vacuums
waiting to be filled. They have
grown up in an urban or suburban
circumstance. They have no particu-
lar feel for the land or wildlife and
they bave not had a hunting experi-
ence. Having no particular loyalty to

combination of factors, including
loss of habitat and market hunting. it
is ludicrous to discuss nonprofit
hunting in that context. It is a littie
like saying modern jet travel s detri-
mental and should be halted be-
cause the Hindenberg crashed, But,
this is the public image hunters have
been saddled with. They are termi-
nators, destroyers, crued spoilers and
it will be our responsibility in the fu-
ture: to change that image.

| am not so naive as to believe |
can eyer convince someone who
has been raised totally apart from
the hunting experience, bat who ful-
Iy understands violence and death
that hunting is something he should
do, or, for that matter even like. But,
| do think we have a responsibllity to
convince those individuals  that
whether or not they like the individ-
ual act of a hunter, as long as it is
within the law, nonprofit hunting per
e, is beneflclal and necessary to the
maimtenance of healthy wildlife pop-
ulations.

And, there is one other bit of in-
formation, perhaps a bit more sub-
de, that | think we need to get
across. When journalists, legisfators
or others call for a ban on hunting,
they are calling for the revulsion of 2
right that is-constitutionally ocurs. 1
must admit that | don't u
prople whose idea of a good time is
jumping out of a moving plane with
a parachute or hang-gliding off a
rocky cliff. When someone is killed
in pursuit of this type of recreation, it
is hard for me to understand, buy
never in my wildest dreams, do |
consider it my right to organize a
group dedicated to outlawing those
pursuits.

The idea behind this nation is that

“Private organizations need hands
and voices. They need people willing
to put a shoulder to the wheel on
behalf of the hunter and on behalf of
the wildlife resource.”

hunting or knowledge of its benefits,
these peophe are not difficult to sway
by someone in possession of some
facts and that is exactly what is hap-
pening. They are being swayed by
someone in possession of some
facts.

| eariier mentioned my weariness
at being somehow held responsible
for those predisposed to dishke
hunting for the annihilation of many
specics which are, in fact, lost to a

we are free 1o pussue our happiness
as long as we do not tread on the
rights of othees. If we, as hunters, are
providing the funds for most of the
wildlife management in this country
and if we are paying the bill for the
actlivily we pursue and if we are, in
fact, systematically increasing the
population of the species we pursue,
whose rights are we infringing on?
We need to gel the idea across
that you don't necessarily have to



SHAPING THE FUTURE (FROM PAGE 11)

like us, but you do have to respect
our rights.

We are still a nation that is ruled
by what people think and what pee-
ple think will reflect on their politcal
choices. Those political choices that
are ultimately good or bad for the
wildlife resource must be the con-
cern of every responsibie hunter,

The second itern concerning the
hunter’s futuce is incentives. Accord-
ing to FES7554, the Environmental
impact Statement for the Issuance of
Annual Regulations Pecmitting the
Sport Hunting of Migratary Birds,
the National Wildlife System encam-
passes approximately 1.6 million
acres of waterfow! production area.
State conservation agencies control
about 4.5 million acres of land and
water of major value to watedowl,
Privately-owned waterfowl hunting
clubs, some 11,000 of them in the
1.5., control a minimum of 5.2 mil-
lion acres of land. An additional
400,000 acres of wetlands are
owned or leased in the U.S. by pri-
vate conservalion organizations.

| am suggesting that it is the humt
er's responsibility to do what he can
to influence those in possession oOf
responsibility over habitat to allow
1the maximum incentives possible so
long as those incentives are in the
best interest of the waterfowl re-
source. This simply means: i hunt-
ing is beneficial 1o the waterfow! re-
saurce, 1t is the hunter’s responsibili-
ty 1G €ncourage it.

In a sense, the third I, mnvolve-
ment, is simply a summary of the
first two. We hunters cannot be con-
tent to rest on our laurels or 1o sim-
ply nod in agreement with those
who tell us that we are pretty good
guys. We have to become involved
in the political process at the local,
state and Federal level that affecis
the resource we hold so dear. We
must become involved with those
who are seeking to overcome the in-
formation problems that | spoke of
earlicr. | think we must have an in-
volvement in our activities so deep
that we require higher standards of
behaviar for ourselves than even the
law requires. We must not feed one
more ounce of fuel ta the anti-hunt-
ing fire by being misusers of fire
arms, trespassers, game law viola-
10rs or other delinquents. it would
be our responsibility in the future to
be the first to point out those type of
individuals in our midst and divorce
ourselves from them. In the same
vein, | think we will have a responsi-
bility to begin ar the earliest stages 1o
teach our children firearm safety;
wildlife identification, ecthics and

courtesy so that these virtues wilt be -

instilled in them, 35 well as their chil-
dren.

And finally, we must step up our
involverment with private organiza
tions that are working so hard on our
behalf and on the behalt of wildlife
resources that mean so much to us.
There are so many of these organi-
zations | won't try ta mention them,
but some of them are dedicated to

ity. My message is simply this® the
not-for-profit  hunter has  always
demanstrated responsibility  toward
that which he hunts. | believe we
will continue to do sa in the future.
The challenge of the future, howev-
er, will be to organize at every level,
1o influence those external forces

“I must admit that | don’t understand
people whose idea of a good time is
Jjumping out of a moving plane. . .
when someone is killed in pursuit of
this type of recreation, never in my
wildest dreams, do | consider it my
right to organize a group dedicated to
outlawing these pursuits.”

the critical task of maintaining and
increasing habitat. Others are in-
volved in regard to this important in-
formational value | spoke of. | am
involved with enough of these orga-
nizations to know that they need
mare than just a check, althaugh
that is of crtical importance. They
need hands and voices. They need
people willing to put a shoulder to
the wheel on behalf of the hunter
and on bechalf of the wildlife re
wource. This involvement should be
the personal responsibility of every
single individual that considers him
or herself an ethical hunter.

As you know, my topic 5 the
hunter, his future and his responsibil-

Courtesy - Docks Unlimited

which threaten to minimize the
good work that the hunting fraternity
stands ready 16 do.

Aboul the Author: Born in Sardis,
Mississippi,  Betry Crystal has been
waterfowling since her youth, when
she joined her father and brother on
hunting excursions. More recently,
she has become part owner of a
duck camp on the Mississippi Deilta.
A resident of Jackson and an active
DU member, she serves on the Mis-
sissippi DU Committee and has or-
ganized the state’s Sponsor Program.
She recently was appointed chair-
person of DU's National Women's
Commuittee.
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SUBSIDIES FOR NEW PONDS

For some time now the North Island Council of
Acclimatisation Socicties has been operating a
pond subsidy acheme which is desioned To encourage
interested parsons to construct dams and wetlands
sultanie for waterfowl, This is an excellentk
schema, and these artificial wellands are going
some way toward replacing some of tha wild wet-
lands which have been drained. Figs 3; 4 and §
show typizal waterfowl areas created under the
subsidy scheme.

Fig 3 i= a 5 acre lagoon on Mr Jim Campbelllfs
propexty at Masterton. Jim, a keen DU membexr,
has fenced of f about 10 acres, and the lagoon
has formed a wvery impressive aswanmp at the Top
end. Constructed thres yvoears ago, at a total
cost of § 1,500, the arca has already become a
Paradisc Shelduck moulting site and is attracting
many species of waterfowl.

Fig 4 shows a view from the tep end of a new dam
constructed in February 1678 by Wellington
directors, Neil Hayes and Bud Jones, and DU
mexber Mr Allan Elliot, a Larmer at Fkatahuna.
This pond cost § 1,100 o construct. $§ 400
towards its cost came Lrom the s idy scheme,
plus a Further § 200 subsidy for fencing. The
arca is already providing excellent habitat and
is also =xpected to be used by Paradise as a
moulting site. We hope to alse place & few pairs
of Canada geasae on the dam.

£

Fig 5 shows ona of farmer Mike Moore's dams at
Homewood in the Wairarapa. Eight Canada geese
were placed on this pond in March 1979.

Tpplications for a pond subsidy must be made
through your local acclimatisation soclety
prior to any conatruction work being done.

The soclety, along with a game management
officer from the Wildlife Service, will inspect
the area for suitability and make appropriate
recommendations to' the acclimatisation society
council. The degrec of subsidy will depend
antirely on the proposed area's suitability

aa wililife habitat. after the pond has been
constructed, it is inspected again and, if
thought satisfactory, recommendation for a
subsidy payment will be made.

For large dams a Watex Rights Application may
have to be made under the Water & Scil
Conservation Act. whldlife Service and
Acclimatisation Sccicty staff will be able to
advise on this aspect at the time of inspection.

continued page 14

Fig 4

Fig 5

A L
-

Y,




.

|

14

SUBSIDIES FOR NEW PONDS - continued from previous page

56, if ‘you think you xnow, or ars, a farmer with a suitable pond site, some serious thought
should be given to the construction of a pond. There are some guite inexpensive pamphiets and
booklets available on pond construction. &n excellent publication is "Ducks Ponds & FPeople”
which is available from Ducks Unlimited (sce bhelow).

A% alveady mentivned, Ducks Unlimited conslders the pond subsidy scheme is worthwhile and a real
incentive for interested people to construct very valuable widlife habitat. Criticism is some-
times madc thet these subsidized pends do not always provide acelimatisation society members with
the opportunity to shoot on them, even though it is their funds which are used to finance the
ponds. Ducks Unlimited does not support this criticism in any way - without continuing
construction of new habitat, the game waterfowl population would be in severe difficulties!

’RECOMMENDED READING'  FOR DUCK PEOPLE

Ducks Unlimited (N.Z.) again has coples
available of the excellent publication
“DUCKS, PONDS AND PEOPLE" by John Swiflt
of W.2.G,B.TI.

Thiz book covers all fundamental aspects
of pond construction, planting, consex-
vation etc, It ig a must for every D.U.
member® s bookshelf!

Cogt is only § 3-95 including postage. |

————
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REFORT FROM DUCKS UNLIMITED, INC - U.S.A,; DU SURVEYS WETLANDS MABITAT RACE

tucks uUnlimited in New Zealand received the following press rolease from Ducks Unlimited, Inc:

"Chicago ==+ Ducks Unlimited officials have announced that rationwide fund-ralsing efforts
conducted by its wolunteers during 1978 generated a record $ 16,152,274 2s a guarantee that the
fight to save critical North american waterfowl breeding hsbitat will continue to be fought.

But the waterfowl conservation organisation alsc mege it clear that many more dollarcs are needed
if the race to save Fast-dissppesring Canadion wetlands is ever tc be won.

‘B2 pleased as we're bound to be sbout the l6-million-plus dollars our 1,200 committees and

285,000 members produced during 1978,' said DU Excoutive Vice Pregident Dales B. Whitesell, 'I can't
help but feel apprehensive when I consider the stakes involved in the Canadian wetlands habitat

race, 1 think there are far too many conservationists in this country who just don't realise that

70 per cant of North America’s waterfowl are produced in Canada's prairie wetlands habitat. If we
gnould ever sag significantly in the race ko preserve and restore thuse wetlands, the repercussions
would be felt acutely by an entire U.S. conservatiop-oricnted public., There simply would no longer
be the numbors of waterfowl we'we boen accustowed to seeing., And this fact, I think, would elimdnate
& sense of joy whose importance might be far greater than what we imagine.®

Dele Whitesell polnted out that the 11.1 sdllion Canadian dollars which Ducks Unlimited Inc made
available to DU (Canada) during 1978 resulted in the completion of 122 wetland projects enconpassing
101,643 acres and 552 new miles of pesting shoreline. He explained, tco, that the lé-millicn-plus
dullars generated in the U.§. by Ducks tnlimited Inc during 1978 pushed the organisation’s 41 year
old track record to a total of $ 88 million —- § 68 miliion of which has boen made available to
Canada where the critical North Zmerican habita® race is run.

' I'11 admit that ¢ 88 million total sounds like & lot of money,' said Whitesell, ‘'when you first
think ahout how much money it should take to keep wild waterfowl flying from ons year to the next.
But what spooks me about where we really stand in tha Canadian habitat race stems from the federal
meney being spent right here in our backyard. The U.S. government, for instance, is spending § 2C
million a vear just to acquire —- not develop -- wetlands in our country which sustain only 20 per
cent of Horth America's waterfowl production. &L this rate, comscrvationists should be spending a
staggering § 70 million annuslly in Canada whers 7C per cent of North America's waterfowl production
tzkes place'. Ducks Unlimited is waging, in short, a private-sector—funded fight in a ring of
government-sized proportions,' said Whitesell 'And to ‘tell you the truth, I don't know how long we
can continue to do that alone.'" {issued 1C April 1379)

pucks Unlimitod (New Zealand) congratulates Ducks Unlimited, Inc on this magnificent
annual result but echoes its reservations and appzehension - the race is far from
being won in North America, T am sure DU members in New Zealand will watch Ducks
Unlimited Inc's progress in this “race™ with much admiration and interest.

DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) EXTENDS A WARM WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS ...

Aiken, Androw (5) Hansen, Julian (J) Odey, Dawvid (F)
Buckley D.M. () Johnson, David J. (E) . Pack, Migs Jocelyn ()
Caddel C. () Jones, Cliff (J) Satherley R. ()
Chetwin {s) Lovell-Smith, James (F) Singers B. (s)
Cuneo, Richard (?) ¥=ads, Ross (B} Smith D.G. (F)
Fotheringham, Brett (J) Nelson, R. (8) Terry D. (s)
Gould, John T. (s) Neville P. (s) Thorpe, Malcolm (¥)

Nota: (F) denotes Pull membership; ({S) Supportsr; (J) Junior
MEMBERS. ASSIST WITH DU FUNDRAISING — ORDER YOUR LAPEL BADGE

ALL SALE PROCEEDS BENEFIT DU PROJECTS. PRICE: ONLY $ 2-95 EAcH.
eize - 5/8" diameter)
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YOUR DU MEMBERSHIP . . .
THE OTHER RENEWABLE
RESOURCE

AilY BOOK ABOUT DUCKS AND GEESE WILL TELL YOU WATERFOWL
ARE A RENEWABLE RESOURCE GIVEN GOOD HABITAT PROTECTION
DURING REPRODUCTIVE TIMES ETC ETC. FOOD, WATER AND
SPECIAL COVER ARE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS IN THIS 'GooD
HABITAT’ BUT, FIRST, SOMEONE MUST ASSURE THERE WILL BE
HABITAT TO BEGIN WITH. THAT'S WHAT YOUR MEMBERSHIP
IN DUCKS UNLIMITED IS ALL ABOUT.

AT DU WE CONSIDER YOUR MEMBERSHIP A RENEWABLE RESdURCE TOO.
WHEN YOU RENEW, YOUR GUARANTEE THE COMPLETION OF WATERFOWL
PROJECTS ALREADY UNDER WAY FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR AND PROVIDE
FOR NEW PROJECTS. SO - JUST AS FOOD, WATER AND COVER ARE
WHAT GOVERNS HABITAT QUALITY . + . + + REGULAR MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS ARE WHAT GOVERN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT.

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1979/80 ARE NOW DUE - HAVE YOU RENEWED ?
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