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wetland care

NEW ZEALAND

Our busingss is to hamess commumity. business and govermment
respurces to restore and develop lost wetland areas within New
Zealand.

Wetland Care members recognise that wetlands zre vital to the
wellbeing of the environment. acting as huge ecological sponges by
soaking up pollutants and (lering waler belore it reaches streams.
rivers. lakes. aquifers and the sea.

Qur initiatives focus on matters as far-reaching as groundwater
replenishment, flood control, nutrient and contaminant management

and climate change — all critical factors for the consenvation of

lreshwaier and saltwater wetlands and marshes.

/e wanl to prescrve and conscrve the flora and fauna of our most
endangered eeosystiem so that vibrant wetlands arc our legacy 1o
future generations.

Funding for prajects comes lrom the Waterfow!] and Wetlands Trust
which was established by Ducks Unlimited New Zealand Inc i 1991,
as well as membership, donations and corporate membearships.
Central to Wetland Care New Zealands mission 1= formins
purtnerships with people and organisations with similar aims. Money
from our parmership with Banrock Station Wines has been given o
wetland conscrvation projects done by. among others:

Tutukaka Landeare Coalition

Tawharanui Open Sanctuary Society Inc.
Ducks Unlimited Operation Pateke

Port Charles release 2005 at Coramandel
Henley Trust, Masterton

Karori Wildlife Sanctuary. Wellington
Kitchener Park, Feilding

Manawatu Fstuary Trust, Foxton

Mangaone Wetland, Ractihi

Masterton Intermediate Schoal, Masterton
Steyning Trust, Hawkes Bay

Travis Wetland Trust, Christchurch

Wiairio Wetland, South Wairarapa

Wetland Trust New Zealand, Rangiriri
Waitakere Branch of Forest and Bird, West Auckland
Yellow-cyved Penguin Trust, Dunedin

Cape Kidnappers pateke release, 2008 and 2009
Fiordland pateke release, 2009

For further information, please contact:
William Abel - Director, Wetland Care
New Zealand, phone (06-362 6673

| PO Box 281 Levin.

New Members

Welcome new members

Timothy Robinson of Palmerston North
Cameron Pipgs of Auckland

Jenuifer Pipes ol Avckiand

Nigel Hudson of Manukau

Callum Passey of Mt Maunganui
Kylic and Andrew Stewart of Marton

Members - passed away
Jo¢ Neill of Waiuku
Margarct Rosstier of New Plymouth.

Queen’s Honour for

Jim Law

James Robert Law of Featherston received a Queen's
Honour. and is now a member of the New Zealand Order of
Merit (MNZM); for scrvices to the community.

dim said: “The main bit (of the citation) relates to my role
at the Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre. It then refers to
work at the Wairio Wetland.”

Congratulations Jim.
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Ducks Unlimited New Zezland inc.
£O. Box 2¥1.
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1t seems a very short time since the last
issuc of Flight, probabty a consequence
of 2 number of things happening. the
major one being our conference at
Muasterton over Faster. Those who
atiended thoroughly enjoved themselves
and despite the lower numbers than
usual the funds raised ar the Saturday
night dinner were up on previous vears.
Thank you {0 those generous bidders.

What the conference showed is Caster is not the best of times. Too
many peaple hiave long standing family commitmenis and the roar
took dway some keen deerstalkers. The Board has decided the
earlier time in the yeur is still worth persevering with, at lzast for
another year. However we aim to avoid Easter and the roar,

Next vear conference will be March 16-17-18, 2012 st Ohakune,
at the Powderhorn, at the bottom of Mountaim Road. For the first
time since the days of conierences at Tokzanu we wili be able to
house nearty al! attendees in the same building as the lunction. The
bedrooms are of & high standard and the facilitics perfeet [or the
AGM and dinner. Tt will be a great weekend so please put the dawes
inyour diary now.

The other matter which has progressed and developed is (he
position adveriised in the last Tlight A surprising number of
applications werce reecived, What vame oul of the applications

was & clear need 1o seek a specialist branding firm 1o assist us

in clarifying and updating our image before anyone takes up the
position advertised. The Board at its May meeting decided to
follow that indication and is now in 1he process of considering
appropriate firms before appeinting one. The process will involve
quite a oL ¢f Board time but it’s one which needs to be done and
promptly. Despite the extra work there is excitement in making the

mave. Hopetully [ can provide more information in the next Flight.

The reports 1 have received from around the country as to duck
shooting indicatc there is still 2 great need for our work. Duck
numbers have been well down in places like 1the Wairarapa and
palchy elsewhere. Personally | believe if we do not have suflicient
birds to crop on an annuzl basis we should not be taking theny
Orherwise there will be no birds let alone any duck shooting. |
remain convinced habitat is the key, whick is why your support s
appreciated and needed.

David Smith

President
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Somry the wrong photographér was named under onc of the Cape
Kidnapper teip photos in the April issue, Page 11. Theresa Candy,
not Julie. toek the photo.

Our Misgion

To deliver effective werland restoration,
development, research. education and advocacy:

While supporting the preservation of threatensd
waderfowl and the efueal and sustainable
tise of wetlands

Cover photo; Tranquilliey - 2 mute swan at rest,
Photo: William Abzl,
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Obituary

~onservation

Warrior

Don Merton one of New Zealand’s greatest conservationists and a
pioneer of methods to save endangered birds is remembered by his

friend and colleague John Cheyne.

Intermnationally renowned omithologist Don
Merton died on Sunday April 10 this voar
after a battle with cancer. He was 72.

Den started work with the New Zealand
Wildiite Service in 1957 before transferring
to the new Department of Conservation in
1Y&7. During this period his services were
ofien sought by averseas agencies t assisl
with their endangered bird problems. He
retived 1 2003 when he moved o Tauranga
with his wife Margaret.

Don was invelved with many wildlife
conservation barttles. somce of which were
waon and some that are still ongeing. The
mast notable being the Chatham 1sland
black robin and kakapo.

Supported by Brian Bell his long time
manager inthe Wildiife Service. other
stall'and volunteers, Don achieved the
near 1mpossible task of saving the black
robimn by cross fostering cggs from the sole
remaining breeding female robin “Old
Biue™ initially to the nests of Chatham
Islund warbler then tomtit, This allowed

L /a

Tender care: Don Meron with 2 12-week-
old Kakapo chick named Adler on Stewarl
Island from the book "Quest for Kakapo™ by
David Butler,

Photo: M Shepard.

her Lo continue W lay additional ez
further vross lostering. When the chicks

being raiscd by tomtit showed imprinting
problems he then doubled up clutches and
back-fostered those to black robins

boy he had expenimented with cxactly: this

techmique with some goldfinch

a pet canary. The pepulation of black rabin
has increased ffom a Tow of five to over 250

birds.

Don was also responsible for leading the
kakapo recovery team during the extensive
Fiordland and Stewart Island surveys
hefare many of these birds were transferred
to a number of istands free ol the larger
mammalian predators, Ultimately the
majority of these birds werz translocated

to Codfish Island, near Stewarl Tsland
which 1s now the focus of a verv successtul
conservation programme. he population
now stands at 123 birds.

I had the pleasure of warking with Don on a
number of projects during my spell with (he
Wildlife Service.

Inearly 1967, as a very new Wildlife
Traipee | was posted to Auckland and

I assisted Don with @ wildlife survey

of a small island off Whangamata.
Accompanying us were Margaret and their
six month old son David We drove o
Whangamata then travelled to the 1sland
in a 12 foot wooden clinker built boat in
aslight swell. When we arrived | hopped
onto the island to hear “catch” and turned
to see young David being carefully thrown
lowards me. Thank goodness T caught him
as my carccr was at stake if I kad dropped
him. Shortly afterwards | was helping
Don 10 capture kokako near Kawhia using
mist nets. After two days we had caught
two birds and Don then drove through the
might 1o get the birds safely 1o the National
Wildlile Centre at Mount Bruce, once
again accompanicd by Margarct and son.
Dedication to the conservation cause and
family support were important elements in
the Mcrton {zmily,

-

1 also had the pleasure in 1974, with my dog

Friends: Don Merton with Bridgel at South
Easlt Island from the book “The Black Robin
- Saving the World's Most Endangerad Bird™
by Dayid Butler and Don Merion,

Photo: R Empson.

Mandy. of assisting Don to capture “Richard
Henry™ the only Fiordland male kakapo to
vontribure to the gene poo!l of birds caprured
on Stewart Island. Richard TTeary died on
Codlish Island in late 2010 but not before
son David arranged for Don and Margaret
to go with him to visit the island and allow
Don to say farewell to this speical bird
estimated 1o be at Teast 80 vears old,

Don was never a8 member of Ducks
Unlimited but he was a friend of many
members and directars. He was invelved
in the carly pateke (brown teal) surveys

on Great Barrier Island and Northland and
larzerly was appointed patran ol the Brown
Teal Trus!,

While Den had led island wanslocarions
for many New Zealand birds and pioneered
cross fostering of eggs and chicks, he also
became g greal proponent of using trained
detection dogs for Jocating threatened
species. Few peaple could lay claim 1o
saving a species, vt Don, as well as
huving s major hand in saving multipic
bird species. also developed approaches
that have heen adapted tor other threatened

speeies,

Don was very methodical, comminted and
a great leader. He motivated and inspired
many of the peaple who will continu

his great work. His death is o sad loss [or
New Zealand but he kas Ieft us all a great
conservation fegacy.

Juha Cheyne
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Our own environmentalist honoured

The New Zealand Brown Teal (Anas chlovotis)

is one of the

world's rarest ducks; found only in New Zealand and believed to

hiave evolved from the very beginning of life in NZ. Neil Hayes says
“It is a bird we have spent nearly 40-years attempting (o save from
extinction.”

=

Old and rare: Neil Hayes with 2 Brown Teal.
Photos: Linda Feringa, Waireraps Times Age.

Neil Hayes QSM, Ducks Unlimited
Foundation Director and Life member. has
een honourad by the UK's Royal Chartered
Society for the Environment with the award
of Chartered Environmentalist - CEnv. This
is the UK’s, and possibly the worlds, mos:
prestigious environmental gualification.
Iate last year the Institution of Enginesring
IDesigners in the UK, in association with the
Socicty of the Environment, invited Neil 1o

An oldie but a goodie doing her bit

e one of the [ED's first members to apply
to become & Chartered Crivironmentalist
{CE}. Neil has been a member of the
institution of Enginecring Designers since
1961 and his enviranmental work is well
known inthe UK.

Neil said the application process was
mvolved and he had to demonstrate
knowledge, competence and experience

in sustainable management of the
environment. He also had to write a (hesis
covering what he believed was needed to
preserve and enhance what is left of the
world’s natural environment - in ondéer

to preserve its unique flora and fauna for
{uture generations.

There are 21 CE's in New Zealand.

The Hayes Family have owned part of the
10-hectare Taumata Lagoon singe 1990
and have been working hard Lo restore

the lagoon enviranment to what it was a
century or so ago - by planting nearly 7000
native trees (mainly totara and kshiksiea),
removing thousands of undesirable
willows, eliminating nearly 4000 predators
{with help from the Greater Wellington
Reptonal Council). creating more wetlands,
cnhancing the wetland environment and
placing a protective covenant on the 10.3
hectare property,

Alier close to 41 years Neil is still involved
in the efforts being made o save the
endemic NZ Brown Teal from extinction.

A R e =

Worth saving: Brown Teal mother and
chicks.

When Curopeans started ammiving in New
7ealand brown teal were by far the most
commeon spevies of waterfowl and were
spread in their millions from Russell o
Invercargill to the Chatham and Stewart
Islands,

Brown teal are found nowhere else in the
world and fossil research shows the specics
was here aver 10,000 vears ago, bul [rom 2
popuiation of millions it ¢ouid not adapt to
the drainage of wetlands, hunting pressure
and the ever increasing spread of predators
— predators; such as ferrets, stoats, weasels,
cats, rals, hedgehogs  most introduced by
farmers, and by 1999 there were just 750
brown teal surviving in the wild, but thanks
to 2 major review in 1999 - inspired by Neil
and an associale — brown teal now number
close 10 3000 in the wild.

Nei! also wrote the Open Polytechnic’s NZ
WETLANDS distance education course and
acknowledges that late Sir Peter Scott of the
UK's Wililow! and Wetlands has been his
inspiratian for his work with waterfowl and
wetlands.

Humans are living longer and birds it seems are doing the same.

The UK’s nldest breeding femuale osprey
named Lady, returned for the 21st
consceutive vedr Lo the Scottish Wildlife
Trust’s (SWT) Loch of the Lowses Wildlite
Reserve in March. and dutifully prepared
her nest for the retumn of her mate known as
Laird, She laid three ea2s in April. Sadly the
ezgs failed to hatch.

Staff at the reserve were hopeful the eges
would prove to be fertile and that the chicks
would have hatched by late May. making
the resident fomale osprey a mother for the
49th time. They believe that 4 combination
of the bird’s age ard had weather may have
had an impact this vear,

T.ady’s return was said to have “ballled”
bird experts and wildlife enthusiasts across
the globe. The Trust’s reserve manager
Robert Potter said. “This bird is an
incredible specimen of nature. The average
osprey lifcspan is vight years. and this bird
is naw around 26."

When it retarned this year, Mr Potier said
that despite the odds, it laoked healthy afier
just completing & 5000-kilometre migration
from West Arica,

Having laid 58 egas in its lifc time, (and the
latest eges make it 61), records show that
48 chicks have hawched and successfully
fledged the nest. Mr Potter said this one
mndividual has single-handedlv made

a significant contribution to boosting
osprey numbers brecding in Scotiand.

Anna Cheshier. the Sconish Wildlifs
Trust's Perthshire Ranger, said: “We were
optimistic about a successiui hatching for
the vsprey. Unfortunately, it may be that
ker age has affected the feailiny of the czus:
We have also had temble weather at the
reserye.”

Her current mate is 6ot old - she has
outlived several mates, Tady was on the nest
most of the time. though her mate would
oueasionally tike a turn during daylight

hours. |le also had the role of catching fish
to feed the pair

‘I'he birds and eggs are also at nsk from
wildlife criminals znd egg thieves but
Ihanks to funding and help from voluntesrs,
until the epgs hatch the ospreys are watched
day and night.

Osprays have been nesting at this rescrve
in Perthshire since 1969, The reserve
covers 98 hectares and from varly April 1o
late August the star attraction is of course
T ady. The nest is within 150 metres of an
observation hide.

The stalT say they haven't written ofl their
amazing osprey being a mother again just
yet. and hope to have more chicks hatching
during the breeding season in 2012, They
believe with “Lady ™ anything is possible.

oy

For more information go 10 WWW.SWLOIZ. UK
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The Lake House

Vision and hard work pay
_off for two DU members

A resident colony of blue herons. lots of
roaming pukekos, heaps of maltard ducks
(especially during May) and guile a few
orey teal along with eels. koura. and native
(ish, all Irequent the Jakes that surrpund

a rather unique home. Buill right on the
water, almost in the water, this house and
surroundings 15 an €ye SOPPLT,

Not that many folk ger to sce this gem

andd 1ty water wonderland. Owners (DU
members). Lyn Walson and Steve Clarkson.,
found and bought their 4ha propenty in
1995, The intervening years have seen it
transformed from a rather run down patch,
to a watery wonderiand.

The two were lnoking for the right location:
they did not want the standard boring
lifestyle block. This property had a small
stream.  large swampy arca and a remnant
ol native bush badly dearaded by stock

and the balance n pasture, There was a lot
of broom, barberry and some gorse. plus a
scattering ol mature kanuka.

The first year they Tived in town, visiting
the property at weekends clearing weeds
and rubbish and starting to grow natives for
the later planting. The house was built the
following year while they lived in a shed on
the property.

Steve said the architect was given an open
brief using the nateral landscape and taking
o account a possible luke for the swamp.
Cost was a consideration but thev did not
want heaps of bedrooms or bathrovms, just

lots of light and cnergy ctficiency.

The house they have is verv little changsd
Irom the original concept. it was buiit on
and into the side of & pom! adjoining the
swamp. to extend out over the water once
the lake was created. “T'his provided some
mteresting engineering concept issues.”
Steve said.

Giood use 1s made of passive solar heating:
and water heatng s entirely from solar
panel and wetback, und recent double
alazing throughout has provided cxirs
camlort.

Following the completion of the house, lake
banks were formed by @ Tocal contractor,
after ohzaining zll required resource

consents.

Ducks Unlimited provided sarly assistance
determining fevels (Dave West and Ken
Caok) and providing ferret traps (still in
usc), A series ol three lakes were created

- Steve said they say “lake”, as size is

R
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Private paradise: [ard work has its rewards.

Photos: Lyn Watson,

imporiant and pond seems 1o suggest
samething small.

First, & snall lake on the upstream side af’
the house is fod water by & [60mm pipe
from a concrete weir upstream. Most of the
sediment Toad from the stream stays in this

lake.

A second large lake occupying most of the
water area. and swrrounding the front of the
house, 1s led [rom the lirst lake.

A third lake ts in the lowest arca, fed lrom
the sccond and with an outlet back into the
steeam. Flood flows go over the weir, down
the original stréam bed, bypassing the lakes
and so avoiding possibie dumage,

Embankment edges arc all reinforeed wilh
a wall of broken concrete pieces to counter
crosion by duck activity, An added henefit is
an excellent hahitat for koura and other fish,




Director profile

Ross Cottle
DU Chairman

Avcording to Ducks Unlimited Chairman
Ross Cottle, Jim Campbell has a ot of
answer for. Ross said: “Approximately 30
years ago, during my contracting days | met
lim Campbell and he invited Sharon (Ross’s
wife) and I fo a Ducks Unlimited dirner in
Masterron. We were shocked and amazed
at the amount of money that was raised al
the auciion and the fact that it was all going
onto Wetland and Waterfowl Conservation.
“We became members and T was hooked.”
Ross was born 60 vears ago in Upper Hutl
just north of Wellington. a couple of years
laier he moved with his parents to farm just
south of Masterton, He has Tived there ever
since.

White delight at Pukaha Mt Bruce

¢ hatching of a white kiwi chick al
Pukzha has created quite a stir - world-
wide in fact. Not only has this special kiwi
been u thriil but this breeding scason has
been the mnost successful in Pukaha’s history
with 4 total ol 14 chicks hatched.

he afl-white chick is net an albino but

the rare offspring of kiwi translerred [rom
Little Bamier island to Pukaha in May last
year. The wansier was Lo increase the Kiwi
gene pool and grow the population in the
lomg-lerm $o the number of chicks halched
is great result, The white chick is not albino
but a North Istand Brown kiwi {hat is white.

Precious charge: Darren Page, DOC captive
breeding runger at Pukaha Mt Bruce moves
Manakura to an outdoor enclasure.

It was a daiev farm, therefore: “On leaving
school 1 started milking cows for my father
and at the same time started an Agricultural
Contracting husiness in partnership with my
brother.

“We expandad the contracting business and
gave up milking cows and this became my
occupation for the next 23 years.

“After giving up contracting | leased the
farm off my parents [inally purchasing it
about five vears ago which is where [ am
today.

Ross married Sharon 27 years aygo and they
have two children and a granddaughter.

“I hecame involved at chapler level (with
DU} helping with organising fund raising
dinners and shoots taking over as Chapter
Chairman for a number ol years before
joining the Board of Directors about 15
years ago.

| did my share of ralfies and AGM
organising and was elected President a job
[ held for about ive vears and am nuow
Chairman ol the Board.” Ross said.

Rugged up: Ross Cottle al a previous AGM/
Conference weekend. when the weather was
rather cold.

White kiwi: Manakura with feet on real ground at Tast.
Photos; Pukaha Mt Bruce.

“as far as we know, this is the first all-white
chick to be hatched in captivity,” said
Pukaha Mount Bruce Board chairman, Bob
Francis. “The kiwi population on Litthe
Rarvier island has birds with white markings
and some white kiwi. but this was still @ big
surprisc.”

Local iwt and Pukaha Mourit Bruce parmer,
Rangitane o Wairarapa. named the chick
Manukura which means clueflyv status,
Rangitane chief exceutive and Pukaha board
winher; Jason Kerehi said tribal eiders saw
he white ¢hick #5.a tohu or a sign ol hew
beginnings. “Every now #nd then something

extraordinury comes along to remind you of
how special life is. Whife we are celchrating
all 14 Kiwi hatched this vear, Manukura is &
very special gift.”

Manukura was in the kiwl nursery until the
end of May and was weighed daily and will
remain in captivity with the ether chicks for
at [east four o six months. There will be the
ppportunity to for regular viewings while il
is being cared for. The healih and safety of
this special chick is 2 zop priority al Pukaha.

Phone shcad (o make sure it is availablg w
see {16 375 RO04,



Auctioneer assistants: Wiilliam Abel left, and Ross
Caottle do cthe hard work.

Takeover bid: Tlanders. the motel

cat, moved in on
the president. But David Smith gave him the evil eve.

IFiesta feel: Balloons peri

haps containing a winning
ticket pravided a happy space.

Italiano: Richmond garden in Carlerton r

creates a
formal Ttalian style, but is there room for ducks to land
on the water”

-

in the Village Café. Martinborough,
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Steady hand; lan Jensen does the honours at lunch

Happy: Jennifer Pipes shows off

perhaps slightly oo big,

Busy staff: The old and the new, Sandra Pipes jeii
handing over duties to Jan Abel.

Photos: Sharon
Stevens-Cottle. Julie
Candy and Liz Brook

Hot to handie: Rass Corttle does his fireman act at '
the Friday barbcgue.

Catch up: Jim Campbel! deep in conversation with
Karen Hayes at the Saturday dinner.



onference — three days full on

The DU Quack Club hitthe ground The evening brought the usual

running — well hit the park really - with a exvitement ol 1he'silent auction, B 1

successful Wairarapa launch at Henley Park o very pleasant dinner with winc B5r o i L
on Easter Friday. the lirst day of the Ducks supplied by Banrock Station, and : '
Unlimited and Wetland Care 37th AGMand  followed by a not so quiet auction

Conference. with an array of interesting duck

stylo-memorabilia, much af it
from Canadian DU, along with
somc unusual prizes for the more

4 quick and suecessfial AGM was held
Saturday morning followed by members
breaking into two tour groups. One group

headed ta the Wairio Wetiand in southem SV,

Wairarapa., while the others sought out the I'he thres day event wound up on

delights of the Paua Factory-and Richmond Sunday with Trevor Thompson -

Gardens in Carterion. Members met up teaching members a fow more ideas Restoration underway: Jim Law tells DU

again fora late-ish lunch at the Village Café  and methods for predator contral. members about the plantings and 2 bit ol history of

in Martinborough. For those who did not make it - vou the Wairio Wetland. DU is leading the restoration.of’
missed 3 good one. (he wetland.

A small band (breakaway group),
discovered the pleasures of shopping in
Greytown on the way back 1o Masterton.
Maney was spent.

Photos: 1.7 Brook.

Quacking gond
fun: Children
and parents
crowd around
the Quack Club
booth.

Photo: Sharon
Stevens-Cottle,

Luxury lunch:
Al the Village
Cafe. pood
fond, sond
wine and good
company:

Quack Club - fun and education

Quack Club kicked off the AGM/Canference weekend in great stvle with
events at Henley Park in Masterton, Duck races. treasure hunts, tace
painting, and dress-up 21l added to the fun. Even better — 25 new members
signed up to Quack Club, The Club now has 50 members.

Face fun: Dressing as tucks was adl pare of the fun for Sian
Douglas 12tt. and Justine Grant. as they went about the serious
rask of face painting-

DU Patrok: [ven
revered older
member lim
Campbell was at

the Quack Club
aftetnoon and was in
¢harge of caiching
the ducks (toy onés)
under the bridge at
the end of the race.

Photos: Sharon
Stevens-Cottle.

Proper poser: Modelling the whole Quack Club cosiume
was great [un for Georgia Shearer as she posed in front of
the Whiro banner, Marilyn Law locking on,




Wetland impresses

The Wairto Wetlands were on the list for
{he 200 members of the New Zealand Farm
Foresiry Association being hosted by the
Wairarapa hranch for their 35th annual
conference.

Qur own DU member and director, John
Dermer is carrently their national president.
Waizarapa Farm Forestry president Stu
Orme, and secretary Shane Atkinson, were
thoughtiul enough to write to Jim Lav and

thank him lor hosting their field trip to
Wairio:

“We would like to thank vou for the effort
you put in to host our field tip to the Wairio
wetlands.

Your restoration project directly addresses
all shree themes of our conference and is an
putstanding example of & local initiative on
a grand sealc.

Lake Wairarapa dominates the whole of the
lawer valley and the re-yreation of wetlands
along the degraded 2astern houndary is a
task with very long-term benefits.

Struck by size: John Dermer, right, National President of the NZFFA, and members on a
plessant and informative visit 1o Wairlo Wetlands. Photo: Jim Law

Enthusiasm and hard work for restoration _

During the last weeks of June, a band ol
enlhusiastic Wairio Wetland members
and other hefpers were invelved in more
planting al the wetland.

The Wairio Welland Restoration Commitiee
in May zgreed the last two weeks of June
would be planting time and Dor Bell
(GWRE) would he requested to check on
Warren Field's (DOC Schoels Coordinator),
availgbility as well as the GWRC BBQ
Team. Atiendess were ¢xpected to be

the two loczal primary Schools (Pirinoa

and Kahutarz), plus Scuth Featherston

and Martinborough, students from the
Tarutahi Agricultural Training College.
Rotarians, DU members and others (e F&B
members).

Jim submitted g claim for an agreed
payment by Rotary lor the costs of signage
at Stage 1 ($430). Additionally he made a
further application to Rotary for the cost of
weed mats ($2200). Both were approved by
Rotary.

Bridget Johnson, the Masters student

from the School of Biological Sciences al
Victoria University was onsite supervising
the digger scraping of planiing test plots.

(s

The purchasing ol Irees and other materials
has progressad with assistance from Don
Bell, Trevor Thompson (EQII) and Tony
Silbery (DOC). Specialist and consistent

ree planting skills are reguired to ensure the
intearity of (he research programme.

Budget for 2011

The budget for this year’s Programme
agreed at the provious meeting and
additional costing data that became
available was agreed as follows:
Earthmoving (scraping planting plots at
Stuge 3 and a lagoon site at Stage 2)
$2,500

Fencing (repairs to Stage 1) 500
Spot Spraying

(stage 3 prior to planting) 2,000
Weed Mats (stage 3) 2,500
Plants (stage 3) 3.000
Noxious Weed Spraying

(stage 3 prior to planting

and maintenance at

stages 1 and 2} 1,000
Release Spraying

(stages 1, 2 and 3 in late

spring 2011 and late

sumn:e-r 2012) 2,300
Total £16.000

The meeting alsa agreed that 2 provisional

All our visitors enjoyed their trip,

Thank you again.”

John Dermer said that all 200 of the NZFF
conference atrendees visited Wairio,

“We visited Castle Point Station in the north
and down o the southern end w Prinoa
Station and Waiorongomai on our last day
with a look at Wairio and a talk from Jim
Law."

John said that once again e was struck
hy the sheer size ol the Wairio Wetland
aithough it was living up to its name, “dry
warer” at th time.

“Jim told us about the weed issues, mainly
tall fescue. which makss getting Irees
cstablished more difficni and the answers
we are Irying to find, One thing | noticed
was how well plants are managing on the
piles of soil excavated. so my main question
is Why not do more?

“I'here must be a shallow wauler table
underneath so why aren’t we digging
dewper?

“What is the point of digging holcs so
shallow they don’t hold water?”

John said there s no way he wouli site his
maimai on this bit of dry wetland.

He suid he is sure the Farm Foresters were
impressed, and they certainly asked lots of
questions.

budget af $2300 should be ear-marked,
subject to further fund-raising and
commitment by DU for resources for
additional plantings in two small fenced

il areas north of Stage 3. An audit of their
suitability for additional planting by Don.,
Trevar and Tony would also be required and
it was hoped this conld be scheduled over
the next fow months.

Think Big discussion

Rased on feed-back from recent visitors

to (he Wetland (Farm Forestry and DU
aroups). as well as growing confidence
within the Committee that significant
progress is being made, the possibilily ofa
major plantings to complete Stages 1,2 and
3 in the next Jew vears was discussed.

There was agreement in principle ta this
approach and as a first step an cstimate
should be made of the planting required in
each Stage. It was also agreed that at the
same time cstimates be made of” what areas
not suitable for planting could be bulldozed
to creale significant lagoons. Financial
costings would then be prepared as well

as eslimated manpower requirements 1o
complete the wark.

v reme- v amw‘v——vvv——— I R——




Transformation taking shape at Wairio

From the road it doesn’t look much, but once in the Wairio wetland, the scope of the restoration effort and
the rewards gradually growing, becomes obvious.

't he care and plantings of the 130 hectare Wario Wetland. on
the eastern short of Lake Wairarapa beirg managed by Jim
Law will require attention for some vears to come.

In his report to the DUNZ AGM, Jim said the previous year
{2010 =2011), was most successtul with signilicant ireg
survival compared (o prévious years. This was partly dug 10 a
novel site preparation method using a bulldozer to scrape the
top few centimetres of top soil and rall fescue off the planting
area. Subsequent release spraying around recently planted

trees helped survival rates.

A major programme is planned for 2011 — 2012 and inciudes
the planting of more than 2000 scdgces, flaxes and trecs at
Stage 3 as part of 2 Victoria University Scheol of Biodiversity
and Restoration Ecology resvarch project. This rescarch is
being done by Masters student Bridget Johnson (see helow)
and compares different planting methods and mainisnance

regimes,

The 2010-2011 wark was financially supported by the Nikau

Foundation; Retary and the Pharazyn Thust.

DUNZ signed 2 management agreement in 2005 with DOC.
custedians for the Crown. of the 130 hecrare site. A staged
approach to the restoration started that same year: The project

is now onto Stage 3,
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Photo: L.iz Bropk.

‘Iransition: A glimpse of what lics ahead for Wairic Wetland.

Wetland vegetation focus of examination

Fhe Wario Wetland has come in for some
close serutiny by Victoria University
Student Bridget Jobnson who is this year
studying towards an MS¢ in Ecological
Restoration, The overll fitle of her thesis
is “Frological restoration ol the Wairio
Wetlands. Lake Wairarapa: vegetation
dynamics and succession’.

A Summer Scholarship meant she was able
to do 10 weeks of researeh in her chosen
field ar Wario with the title for that part of
her research being " Temporal and Spatial
Parterns of Wetland Vegetation during

the Summer Desiceation Period at Wairio
Wetlands, Wairarapa™,

In addition 1o the summer scholarship,
Bridzet has been préparing a second site at
Wairio for a large scale experimental projeci
where around 2400 trees have since been
planied,

In the field: Bridget Johns

on, Bruce Read, her field ass

The sumnier study prograoune provided

an introduction to the Wairio Wetland for
Bridget where she continues the research for
her thesis on factors contributing o wetland
restoration. Flight, with help from Jim Law,
hes been able to follow Bridegel's research
sofar )

A poster she produced she said was justa
snap shot of some of that research. "Duc to
the limiting size of the poster. [ only talked
ahout rare species vulnerability.™ All the
summer scholars got to show their posters
at a poster evening. Her poster included

the following information plus & number of
illustrations.

Introduction

Small 1 size, New Zealand's native
wetlands plant species are repeatedly
oulcompeted by more aggressive weeds.

stant and father left..and Don Bell

{Greater Wellington Regional Council Ficld Officer) taking a spell from fichi preparation.

Photo: Jim Law.

The surrounding vegetation invades when
wetland plants are most vulnerable, during
the desiceation (dry) périod. A number

of threatened Iow-lying plants (Pratia

and Glosso) inhabil the Wairio Wetlands.
To conserve these native plants a greater
anderstanding is required of their optimal
conditions and their spatiat and temporal
dynamics. "My aim was o investigale the
temporal scale of the native species, and
which abiotic factors affect their spatial
distribution.™

Methods

Vegetalion composition was sampled in 20
guadrants over a 10 week summer period.
The quadrants were set five metres apart
along two S{ metre perpendicular transects.
The first transect Toitowed 2 moisture
gradient. whilst the other ran paralicl.
Additional abiotic vanables were measured,
suchas soil moisture, soil pH. percentags
open ground, sunshize hours and rainfall.
Watcr Plantain wis chosen gs & comparative
SPECIES & 1158 @ common invader and an
mdicawy of Kigh:soll meisture.

Invasive: Water plantain with its attractive
white flowers growing at Wairio.

Photo: Bridget Johnson.



To fly like a bird...

Plancs of all sizes have taken me to different parts
of New Zealand and the world, but there is magic
in flying without an cngine. Drifting on the air
currents and at times turning in a complete circle —
a bit like ice skating but the view is bettcr.

Being vanked into the air at 4 great speed and reaching a height of
1000 metres in & matzer of seconds was a shack guickly overtaken by
delight, | gazed down on the patchwork ol rural Wairarapa.

As the glider levellcd oul there were the Ruamahanga and Waichine
Rivers snaking below. the only sound the gentle swish of air and &
photo opportunity in every direction.

A bad hamt of opening my mouth oo oflen led me to an allernou
of exhilaration. adventure (mild). and an overlond of information,
This came abous by being caught up in auction fever at DUs AGM
dinner when the oppormunity for & suceessful bidder 1o go gliding
with Gliding Wairarapa at Papawai airfield near Greytown came
under the hammer.

The least foolhardy members did not bid. A few maybes dropped
out and left just two tenacious thrill scekers determined to vuthid
cach other. | made my last bid. confident my opponent would go
higher, and well he might have, had not the auctioneer. guick as 4
flash knocked the flight down 1o me. T am not sure who was most
surprised. me or my rival.

Henee a (ew weeks later; having waited for the right weather
conditions. 1 finally made it to the Wairarapa to meet up with Jim
Ricknell. a DU member who was a founding member. and still is a
prime mover behind Gliding Wairarapa. Jim provided the land lor
the airfield when the club started 22 years ago.

Instructor Selwyn Roberts, alse @ founding member af the club,
and a qualified gliding insoructor was my pilot. Jim was the winch
operaior while another club member Robin Stephensan from Lower
Hur was record keeper and extra band when needed.

During # gliding experience years ago for me we were owed into the
air. this time it was-a winch launch.

A winch launch is a bit like being catapulied into space. Jim said a
launch by powered aircrafl uses about 13lts of fuel, the winch uses
1it. The glider we were using was & Rhomlark (German). Checks are
carried out at the beginning of every [light and a broadcast is made
to let other aircraft know the glider is in the vicinity.

The runway is about 3km Iong and still being extended. The winch
is positioned al vre end. with three km of a very cxpensive cabie
that attaches to the glider. Two lead weights were added as Twas not
heavy enough. There is not much coom inside - o truly tight fit, legs
stretched out, instruments on the panel. Selwyn sitting behind me.
We were both srapped in (seat and shouller straps) with @ perspex
canopy pulled over.

[

Anticipation: Strapped in and ready to go.
Photo: Jim Bicknell.

Weather eye: Jim and Robin check the weather

S it R S g T

The pilot lalks to the winch operator by wireless and the slack takes
up quickly. the tow rope goes taught, there is an enormous jolt and we
are in the air. 1
A slide in the canopy provides a peep hole o put the camera lens
tarough:

The land below is green and lush, slips scar some hills und theee is a
wondertul circular trrigation system. [ had photographed that 2 couple
of years ago  from the ground - what fun to see it from the air. Alse
a huge covered orchard. many hectares, pravides a great white blob
when seen from up there.

The wind was low and smoke [rom winter fires drifted lazily over
Greviown and Carterton. Martinboreugh had no smoke - must have
heen warmer, or perhaps had more wind.

It was sad to come back 1o earth. and we came down with a bang.

1 don’t think Air NZ would have been happy about that landing. All

up it was a wenderful afternoon. It is casy 10 understand why gliding
enthusiasts keep going back for more.

The club operates Saturdays. Sundays and public holidays, other times

by arrangement. Contact Jim Bicknell 06 304 8452 or 0274 445 701. !

Liz Brook, &

Covered orchard: )

River.

Crops growing:
Circular frrigation
and the Ruamahangy

Photos: Liz Brook.

Not pretry. but it
keeps the birds out.
l.ake Wairarpsa in
hackground
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Good breeding and patience produce top dogs

Jim Cook knows about gun dogs, he grew
up with them. His father had German
Sherthaired Pomters, and Jim had some of
that line until quite recently.

Now he has 2 German Wirchair Vizsla
called Hoki, just over a year old and is
pointing and retrieving: "She carches
chooks and bantams from around the yard.”
His previous dog, Brook - a2 Wirchaired
Vizsla cross. picked up an inlection n 4 teat
that turned out to be cancer. She was 12 and
had to be put down.

It is experience that reaches the dogs. and
Jim said they need to start as pups. “Take
the dog out ds a-pup. get i1 used 1o being
around the guns and the water and the
people. And the sooner vou can introduce
them 1o electric {éncers the better.

“After a while the dog leams to work and
not to get too far away and rot to hunt for
itsell: Keep the dog with you. Dogs left to

Faithful and smart: Brook, ao excelient
gundog, a Wirchaired Vizsla cross, on a
pheasant shoot with Jim Caok.

themselves leam bad habils. Bring oul the
good poinis and discoucage the bad.”

Jim said you can’t make a dog hunt. They
might chase a rubbit, but that does not mean
they have the mnstinct of 3 humer.

“Huntiag dogs will $o off and retheve. That
&= theirinstinst. I you have shot the 5isd,
fhey Sould bead off Jookmez, and Imd it
Irsportamiy never lesve the arez unl the
dos s foomd S bl ™

Hesad o 35 ioport=nt 1) fet the dog ese it
Instinet to eot the bestomt of them

It 45 neox just water fowl that Jam s micresied
in humting for- He also hunts pheasants. and
heads to the Mackenzie Country 1o hunt
Chukkor =an Indian mointain partridgs.
“For that you need a dog that can cover

lots of country and tink for iselt but also
e 1n a pack of dogs that work as a weam.
They need Lo use their syes as well as their
nose. That is something that Pointers can
do, they are a multi-purposc dog. Labradons
are retrievers, and work from a fixed point.
ideal for 2 maimai.”

Jim likes the multi-purpose dogs that can be
used for deer, duck or pheasanis. Another
of his dogs Max (well Maxine really), is &
spapiel, not aggressive especially once they
are past sdolescents. a good house dog.
“They have become popular.” he said,

The hunting was bred into Jim and he
started at about-age 10. Nowadays with

his mate Nick Perry, he goes deer stalking
and [ishing, mostly far rout. He also resrs
pheasants.

“I don’t shoot a lat of decks, mainky
because | don’t haye a pond.” Bul he
managed to bag a duw (hisseason.

In his early years Jim worked for the
Wildlife Service. ending up as Fishery
Officer gt Queenstown, He said they shot a
lol of ducks and recalls one vear when there
yeere 600 - 700 ducks shot near Lumsden.
They spent #ll weekend pusting them and he
said it got to the stage where it was not fun.
For some years he worked [or the Forestry
Commission in New South Wales and did
field trips for the Melboumne mussum,
belore heading to Darwin for a while. A
quick trip back to New Zealand then ol o0
South Africa where he sct up a trowt farm.
He came back o New Zealand to sort out
some things just at a time when regulations
were heing changed back in SA, and going
back was no fonger an option.

Now with a four-day a week job. he has
more time to pursue the huating and fishing
hie really loves,

Hunting dogs

Hunting dogs have developed for various
tasks. Major categorics melude hounds.
terriers. cur tvpe dogs, and aun dogs.
Further divisions are made based on tht
dogs” skilis.

Gun dogs are primarily used by small game
hunters using shotguns. and are classified
as remievers, flushing spuniels, and pointing
breeds,

Once classified as a water spanicl. a
retriever s primary role 18 1o find and retam

Working dog: Doing what a retriever should.

Young and keen: The dogs of course, Jim
Cook with bis Two current dogs, Maxine
{Max} and Hoki.

Photos: Liz Brpok

shot game to (e hunigr. Retrievers can
spend long hours it a maimai and visually
spot and remember the location of downed
birds; All going well at command. they
retrieve the birds. They may be ahle to
{ollow hand, verbal, and whistle commanis
to the downed bird. They fypically have
large, gentle muzzles.

Selters have a long historne as upland gun
dogs. They should have the ability to lacate
and puinl at game bieds then flush the birds
at the hunter's command.

Spanicls kuve heen used to hunt for
hundreds of years and flushing Spaniels
are also used to locate and 1lush game fora
hunter.

Pointers are trained to locate and point at
small €ame allowing the huntet to approach
and ush the game. Pomting breeds have
areater range than Spanigls.

Water dogs are a subelass of rericvers.




Water is shaping up to be one of the big issues of this century. The world either has too much of it or too little. In
New Zealand we have coasted along without too many extremes. Now it is the issue of water quality that needs to
be addressed. Farmers would like more irrigation, DU members would like more wetlands protected, restored, or

even totally new areas developed.

If any of you have strong thoughts with good ideas on this issue (or any other issues relevant to DU), don’t be shy,
write them down and send to Flight. (liz.brooki@farmside.co.nz)

Freshwater policy aimed at improving water quality

After the announcement ol the
Government’s Freshwater Managemen|
policy in carly May, Forest & Bird were
quick to respond with a media releasc which
said an opportunity had been missed t set
clear national objectives for water-guality.

“We weicome the government’s
commitment Lo give a stronger national
focus to the need to stop the decline n the
quality of our reshwater,” Forest & Bird
Advocacy Manager Kevin Hackwell said.

“Unfortunately, the government has dropped
the ball by missing the opporunity to sel
clear national objectives for water yuality.
This means we will be left with different
standerds in the regions around New
Zealand”

Freshwater management

The final report of the Land and Water
Forum makes recommendations aboul the
main areas where change is needed in the
way New Zealand manages its freshwater.
The areas include:

« sefting standards, limits, and targets for
water gualily and guantity

« water aliocation and the transfer of water
permits

* imigation

+ storage and hydeo projeerts

+ governance arrangements {rules around
freshwater management)

» the knowledge required for water
management

Sé ,-, ,
Whio Family Day
~More than 550 people turmed up at the
fongaririo National Trout Centre in
~Mareh for DOC's annual Whio (Blue
Duck) Family Day. It was part of
National Whio Awareness month to help
ruise the profile of one of our rarcst and
_most uiusual birds. i

The Taupo Forest & Bird branch and
‘Central North Island Field Olficer Al
Fleming, joined the Central Nurih Island
‘Tiue Duck Trust, the Depariment of
Conservation and Genesis Frergy to
 highlight the pight of Whit.

There were displays and activities for
children. A Whio tracking dog was on.
show.and a “combat training”™ obstacie

e
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The govermment’s announcements follow
last vear’s report of the Land and Water
Torum (LWF}, a collaborative body set up
by the government 10 reach a consensus un
improving the management of freshwater
resources. The LWF comprised 58
organisations. including primary indusiry
groups, environmental and recreational
organisations, 1wi and olher parties with an
interest in freshwater and land management.

Mr Hackwell was a trustee of the LWF and
a member of the forum’s small group that
met regularly for a year 1o do detailed work
in drawing up the recommended relorms.

The LWF travelled the country fora
series of public meviings to discuss the
report’s recommendations. Mr Hackwell

« urhan waler services

« working collaboratively so issues about
water are owned by water uscrs and better
ways of managing it result,
The forum recommended immediate action
ont

« develaping a National Policy Statement
on {reshwater

» pew regulations

» gerting examples of good practice by
water users and water regulators,
It considercd matters such as allocation and
water services management as “works in
PrOgress.”
The report is at htip:/wwiw. landandwater,
org.nz/index_files/releases.ntm

course allowed kids to navizate theif
way around supplejack and siippery
river heds on their way {o protecting
Whia. 2 ;

A Whia calling competition, an-auction,
sausase sizzle an painting all

raised close 10 $2300 to support the

‘Céntral North Istand Blug Duck Trust.
There

- only about 2500 of these

- unique birds left in Now Zealund. Pests,

rly stoats and uncontrolled
dogs, wre major threats.

So far didymo, otherwise knawn

as rock snot. has not réached North
Island fivers. An infestation would
be devastating for the Whio because

“didyma would smother the freshwater

aquatic nymphs they-feed on:

said the feedback had been consistent in
those mectings. The public wants action to
introduce consistent national standards.

*Without clear national objectives 10 set
water quality standards. we risk losing our
unique freshwater biodiversity, and our
children may no longer be able to swim and
fish in our rivers and lakes, We should also
never forget how much our cconomy relies
on clean freshwater,”

ranguil seenc at Huritini, Horowhenua,
Photo: William Abel.

Assistance with
wetland care

The Wetland care report from William Abel >
to the AGM tvld members the orzanisation
was involved linancially with four projects
in 2010, These did not include the engoing
commitment to the Wairio block. In
Maslerton another heetare of ponds was
developed with the Cottles. Two hectares
in Woodville with David I.ast and Stephen
Schofield involved extensive planting, and
repairs to an existing dam to a large matare
wetland area in Pahiatuz with Richard
Gavigan,

Assistance was also given al Blue Duck
Station at Retaruke, where Dan Steele has
been develaping a series of ponds and
wetland areas. These will greatly add to
the conservation arcas Dan already had
underway.



Birds of a feather...

Henley Lake praved to be rich territory
in May for members of the Wairarapa
Branch of the Ornithological Seciety of
New Zealand.

Armad with ¢lip boards 10 members
walked round the lake o record
numbers ol [resh water birds, and other
species. Member Pegay Duncan said
acold wind got up during the last leg
home and the counting was probably
not as enthusiastically attended w as
varlier in the walk.

Count of [reshwater species:

Muscovy Ducks 10, Maliard Ducks
127,Pekin Duck 6, Cayuga Duck 4.
Coot 31, Scaup 240° Canada Geese

49 White feral and Greylug weese (0.
Black Shag 1. Little Shag 1. Black
Swan 35 and Mute Swan 12.

Other species noted in the vicinity:
sparrow, blackbird. swallow, chaftinch,
spur-wing plover, tui, fantail and
sarling.

The counters included Tenick and
Janet Dennison, {7olin and Shirley
Scadden. Brian Boeson, Peter Crifliths,  ColLABoration: Di Prizt right. hiding behind her face camouflage. w3t Jobe Bishop

The right gear and right dogs
AL R

Emli Sdmueg_. l:!e:h Andrews, Jenny Paddy Chambers pond near Reelihi, where between three of them 13 Sucks were bazsed
McKenzie and I'egay Duncan. The three Labradors, Chase, Dale and Rommi belong to DI The thrd member of ths

team was William Abel who also took the photo.

For membership and genersl inquiries. Ducks Uniimited. PO Box 281, Levin, 5520
or ematl: info@ducks.orgnz
O YES. 1 wish 10 join Ducks Unlimited as 8 member
O Please send me further information. I may join later,
Titde..c... First Name, osiiinininiian SAEATNS: o o R i s
BEPROMEER, - s 3 s v o A e e S e K e st
2S00 8 5 e
e ORI DUCKS UNLIMITED NEW ZEALAND INC.
EEEE For Wetlands and Waterfowl

AN sshsenpnions include GST. Membership is available in ¢ight categonies:
o temds 19105810 Coombaine TS50 Family 0860 DBusiness O S10  Life (ong payment) O S3000
Nos= Bromee. shver and sold sponsorsiips, which can be changed annually, include the membership
0, F= the balsnce. spoasors will receive a receipt as proof of a tax deductible danation.
Bresoe Speasor 3 S Sibver Sponsor O $150 Galcd Spensor O 8300
My Dosatiasof $ .. .is emlmed Please find my cheque attached.

v VISAUMASTER L(. ~\RD \0 ..........................................................................................
C S SESHAme s G G e R AR T

Pleas< renew my n‘-mbrvue cach ycar and charge my credit CATd ... YES/NO
; Post to: Ducks Unlimited. P.O. Box 281, Levin 5540,
' AL DONATIONS 1O DUCKS UNLIMITED NEW ZEALAND INC ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.




