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pu (CANADA) CHAIRMAN VISITS NEW ZEALAND

We received a visit in early January from Mr Rod Hunter,
Chairman of Ducks Unlimited (Canada), his charming wife,
Doris, and thelr travelling companions Mr and Mrs Jack
Tuck. They wore on a tight schedule and did not have
an opportunity o stop at Plexman’s property, Pokeno,
the site of the Grey Teal nest boxes. However, they
made & call at the wildlife sanctuary and kiwi houss
complex of member, Barry Rowe at Otorchangzs and were
entertained to lunch by Mrz 'I'reve Rowe. From there,

we left them to tour the lower half of the Rorth Island
and, in Wellington, dirgctor Neil Hayes and h family
had a vory pleasant afterncon with them when y t
at the property of DU mesber, Wilf Wright at Waikanae on
2 January .

The DU Chairman and his party had a close look st Wilf's
collaction of waterfowl and pheasants. They scemed
lmpressed with the dollection and with the Waikenae
countryside. The party also lnspected Wilf's pottery
making eguipment (WiLlf runs 'Reikorangi Potbery' with
his wife Janet)

The Wellington wisit of the Canadian party was, unfortu-
nately, all too short and the following day they left
for a tour of the South Island.

DU {Canada) Chairman, Mr Rod Hunter

discussing a point with DU NZ member
Wilf wright at Waikanae.

WELCOME TO DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ)

Ihe following members have joined DU since the last issue;

FPull memberskip Supporter membership Sponsored members

C.B. Arnold B. putts. (Waiuku) K. Barnett (5) s=sponsored by W.J. Pritt
P.V. Burlace E.F. Jamieson [ 5 Brownlee 3 » " Mrs J.A. Crum
I. Davisan R. Stevens 8. Gerbich (5} ve v ¢, Worth

N.E. Pishexr M. MeLecd (s) o T A.A. Bournc

Junior membership

T.R, Hartree N. Mackay (F) “ " 6. Bufis
Hobson Acclimatisation C.J. Hedsell I Morris (s) o " Aa.A. Bourne
Society David Netherclift J.C. Richards Mrs (5) o5 " S.C. Gribble
1. Jordan 3 s. sShort J) * " Kay Worth
&y Trade membership S () =
D.L, Morrison Waimarine

Mrs ¥. Skilton Havelock North Sports Centre Acclimatisation Society (S) 1 " §.C, Gribble
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REPORT ON OPERATION GRETEL (GREY TEAL)

Diary Notes: Co-superuizors G. Butts and X. Mackie (members' representatives on the board of dirzezors)
together wish P Pirani, Vice President made wiaits Lo nesting sites as follows:

18 Januvary 1977 Nest box inspection at Teny Flexman’s property, miany hoxes

by Myna birds, nests found with eggs and also myna chicks.

ke the December inspection was missed, it

wredatad

1hle that a nest

which had 4 bad eggs in this inspection, could heve had Lhe average

total of 9, 5 of which may have hatched.

3 February 31 plastic drums
copverted inko n

supplied by [Diw

st boxes and numbxered.

5 _Fobruary Plastle drums lyansporied to Tuakau and erected i
by Butland Indestries Limited, under the zusp
Lang.

Visit to Mr Tony Flexman's to altor soms
has proved most suc
box entrances,

Wallace Limited, Wirl, were

in 4 swamp arca owned
ices of manager, Mr Doug

it boxes to a type whic
ful, as well a5 culling back willows from nest

Special thanks: to Diversey Wallace Limited, Andrew Industries Limited and Enterprising
Plastics Limited, all of Auckland who have gonerously supplied plastic
drums free of charge for use with Operation Gretel nesting programmes.

Detailed Results - Nesting Season

87 0O typ: boxes
15 2 type boxes
& X type boxes

(brackets indicakte an Inspection dates: 2 and 30 Octoher
additionzl 5 eggs may and 18 January
have hatched Dec/Jan)

November 1%76

19

S V type boxes Q type hoxes Z Lype poxes

Total eggs laid 67 (72) eges laid 52 (57} eggs la 139

Total bad eqgs 14 bad eggs 13 bad eqq i

3 infertile eggs 20.89% % inferfile eggs 25% % infertilc 3 5.26%

Total eggs hatched 53 (58) ogys hatched i9 (44} 2gas hatched 13

% hatched 79.10% (BO.55%) % hatched 754 (77.19%) % hatched 94.73%

Total boxes used 7 of total 115 No. boxes used 5 ef total 37 Na . boxao: 2 of total 15
= 5.0BY% accupancy Queupancy = 5.74% 13.33%

Note:r X amd V type boxes were not used.

REPORT ON OPERATION PATEKE (BROWN TEAL)

19 Brown Teal were reared to maturity from 19 hatched chicks,
A total of 56 eggs were laid and 60% of these were fertile,
but the hatch was disappoiptingly low — the main cause being
pgy predation and embryo disease.

21 pair of Brown Teal are held by 17 DU members. Tne 19
surplus Brown Teal will be allocsted among further members,
who have applied to hold thom, For the purpose of building
up a basc Llock of 50 pair; thereafter the wWildlife Division
to be supplied with any surplus for distribution by thes o
appropriate habitat throughout the country.

Applicants, who must be DU members, are reguired te conform with Wildlife Service regquiremenls £or pen
conditions and have a permit issued by the department. Applicants are being deall with in strict date
order of application. Three further females will also be distributed Lo present holders of Brown Teal

whes guffered losses through precdation.

Projecl supervisor and DU President, Ian Pirani, congratulates and thanks a1l Brown Teal breeders for
their efforts this braeding scason - &lthough the result was not up EO targel, 1L was nevertheless an

encouraging result and we plan for a major increase in the 1%77/78 breeding ssason.
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OVERSEAS TRAVEL - DU (NZ) REPRESENTED AT DU CONFERENCE IN U.S.A.

... the conference locuya

1937-1977 — FOUR DECADES OF CONSERVATION PIONEERING

DU (N2} President, Ian Pirani (accompanicd by his wife, Dawn) &nd Vice President, Paul Pirani and his
wife, DI Director Cheryl, will attend the 40th convention of pucks Unlimited Inc (0.S.A)} in late April
representing the New Zealsnd organisation. The four are taking in the conference as part nf a private
vigit to the United States and Canada and air transportation will be largely provided by CF Xir for major
travel scctions of the journey. They hupe Lo ¢all at DU projects in British Columbia and Manitoba on
the way heme.

puU (NZ) DIRECTOR CALLS AT U.S. HEADQUARTERS

Pirector, TM.I. (Bud) Jones paid & visit te D.U. Chicago headquarters whilst on a private visit to the
United States over the Christmas/New Year period. He was most impressed with the administrative
operations he vicwnd, which are operated with comparatively few people on a most cEficient basis with
the use of computers,and extensive systoms utilised for fund raising were noted by Bud. Bud presented
the Chicvage headguarters library with a copy of Elaine Power's publication 'New Zealand Water Birds -
an Artist's Journal’.

XEEMEN REPORTS complled by supervisocr, Dudley Bell

¥oomen are BoW forwarding reports of waterfowl counts made on swamp areas in their respective districts
and these should, over the next few years, build into valuable visual, spot counts on those waterways.

IL appears from reports received that the weather has bsen the waterfowl's friend this past breedim
Season. With extonded rainfall, which maintained swamp water levels to a reascraable state for waterfowl,
it seems that young duck successfully grew to maturity =nd are now on larger areas of water as the hot
wgather ig causing the swamps te dry out.

From counts by Keemen in Whangsrei and further north, as an example, intercsting cemparisons ooccur - in
one Keeman's region almost all Groys were reported, while in the other, only ons Grey had been seen
during the early part of the breeding ceason,

1t also appecarcd that, from the extra rainfall this season, Xop depredstion reports were not as plentiful
as in past years in nearly zll arcas covered by DU Keemen. In the Northland district,. the Depertment of
Intornal ALfairs have this vear caught and banded many Paradise duck-

¥eemen - appointments and resicnations

Mr 5.C. Oribble of Ohakune has been appointed 2 Keeman and we look lorward to
his enlightening reports of waterfowl copditions in his ares.

With reqret, w¢ recard Lhe resignation of Dick Ball of Tauplri - Dick is leaving
the district =nd has asked to be relieved of his duties meantime until he settles
into anothér region (as yet undecided) - we look forward to welcoming him back io
due course. Dick has indicsted he still wishes Lo play an active role with working
bae programmes 2tC.
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MALLARD NEST BOX PLACEMENT

//422" . 3 Last year, in PLIGHT, we reproduced
/ ra BEEREEEE s R the plan fat left) of a suitable
e l mallard rype nest box - in response
to 3 reauest [rom members.

cut from 12" x 1" R/S-G/R Pinus
Radiata —(not drawn tc scale)

Kow, in response to Lurther requests,
wa have 'consulted' with an expert

" o Fo
- < = i ”( . s
t who gives his views holow:

—~ — — - -~ |
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MALLARD NEST BOX PLACEMENT ©OR THE ART OF "THINKING” DUCK

Gid day, this is your old friend, Anas P - you kncw, the mallard doeck. Well, 1l've
been asked to talk to you about placing nest boxes, The first thing ycu have ta da
when placing nest boxes is 'Think Duck®! In other words, you have to know what I
think is important for the boxes. If you kecp these three things in mind, you probably

won't go wrong.

Pirst is cover. As you can imagine, as the shella's sitting on khe nest, she doesn't
like anyone to know where she is. Security is the name of the game. If the box is to
be on the ground, then a good stand of reeds, grasses Or raupo is needed to cover the
area around the box. If it is high in the air, a good area of open water will afford
good protection. You must be careful when placing nest boxes in the willows and ensure
that the pesky oppossum can't gebt in, and that there is adequate for the old girl to
fly into the box. In a shallow swamp, say less than one metre growth, the boxeg need

not be placed higher than one and a half metres above the bottom.

in front of the nest box, there must be adequate open water which is the next important
guality. If your box is on the grourd, ensure that a good gscape route to the water
can be seen from the door of the nest box. The open water alsoc provides a good ared
for the kids to play in ané the grasses and reeds assure a good hiding place in case of
danger. The open water also provides good tucker areas, as well as a place where

courtship can happen.

Density of kthe boxes is another thing. Try not to pack the boxes too close, since T
don't like to be bothered by the neighbours. A good shield cf reeds and the walls of

the nest box will provide a rcasonable curtain,

Nokte: DU Headguarters has 50 metal drums available for use as mallard
nesting boxes. Members arc tnvited Lo uplift these for conversion
into nesting boxes (LU is happy to tell howi) on their own waterfowl
areas. Clease write to P.0. Box 74 Hamilton detsliling your
reguiremonts and we will advise where you may collect the drums.




OR THE ART OF  "THINKING" DUCK

&s you know, I'm a pretiy prolific breeder and will nest almost anywherc, which

reminds me about the cocky who put down nis toa at smoko, and threc mallards nested
and raised four broods on it belfore he picked Lt wp again, but L& does help to have

optimum conditions. These can be achicved by remembering » « » Cover, Density
©f your boxes, and Open Water. The diagram may give you an idea of what I Jike.

Regards from the marsh - Anas P. fmore from Angs P in later issuwms)

A DUCK TM A BOX IS WORTH 8 MORE

ON THE LAKE.

- GROUND

o

wl

WE ALSC LIKE ISLANDS.




DON'T MISS THE DU (MZ) ANNUAL MEETING — JULY 1977 - AT AUCKLAND

DATE saTuRDaY 8 outy 1977 VENUE GATEWAY LODGE, MANGERE
- (Lormerly Hunters Lodge)

The third annual conférence of Ducks Unlimited (NZ} Incorporated will be held in Ruckland in July.
The meeting will commence at 1.00 pm and refreshments will be available during the afscrnoon and st
the conclusion of the meating around 6.00 pm; followed by the dinner apd auction. Those wha
attended last year in Wellington will reczll the splendid menu and the excitement of the auwction
proceedings - this year will be even bigger and better! The purpose of the auction is o raise
funds for DU projects and last year proved what a pleasurable way it was to extract funds for such
a worthy cause’

Two excellent epeakers have agreed to address the meeting and it is planned to show waterfowl
films during the programme - detalls to be published in the next issue of FLIGHT.

Members and friends are welcome - bring alony wives, giritriends, sportsmen. This could he your
opportunity to introduce a friend to DU. There will be an opportunity for members who have not
renewed their subscription for 1977/78 to do so, andé to enrol new members.

REMEMBER LAST YEAR'S TRULY MAGNIFICENT AUCTION ITEMS ‘
WATERFOWL ART PRINTS, RELOADING EQUIPMENT. DECOYS. AMMUNITION, FREE DOOR PRIZES:

Genercus donations of auction items have already beon received {une a waterfowl
print from the President of Ducks Dnlimited (U.S.8) in a magnificent frame ready
to display in your favourite spok).

Memiers /friends/business houses are invited to danate suitable items for the auction ]
it they wish - all gifts will be welcomed and acknowledeed publicly in FLIGHT and al

the confercnce. Last year approximately § 900 was raised by auctlon to assist DU
projects in 1976/77 - this is our major fundraising effort of the year!

Formal netice of the annual meeting and full details of the conference Wwill be published ip the June
issue af FLIGHT, due for publication and distribution early June.

YCUR ATTEMDANCE

In order *hat we can fipalise numbwrs for catering etc, would all members who
plan to attend, with friends etc, please complete the form below:

RETURN 7o DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) INC P O BOX 74 HAMILTON

¥y name G R RS PR SRR dE W s DU ANNUAL CONFERENCE

hddress 1O abie R M B W e wilae Gw a9

ATTENDANCE INDICATOR

No.attending e e e -




DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) ANNOUNCES ‘OPERATION BRANTA

Ducks Unlimited (M%) is arranging the release of
of Canada Geese from the South Islard on & farm
property in the lower half of the North Island
having cbtaired the necessary aoprovals.

This 1z the first stage in Ducks Unlimited's fourth y \
project — Operation 'Branta’ (takesn from the latin )
nante: Lor the spocies) to establish 3 flock of Csmada
Geese in the North Tsiland,

ADVERTISING IN 'FLIGHT’

Mempers will be aware' that Trads members aualify for favourable advertising rates when advertising in
the newslettor. Rates have been struck for 1377/78 and thosce afe:

5 10 for a half page advertisemant per igsos and § 5 for a a quarker page.

Trade members, who wish to do so, arec invited to submit an advertisemont layout for approval. As we do
net have art facilities, it will bé necessary to submit tho advertisement in the final form. Please
note that this can be simply text or can incluede = photograph or graphic. However, in the case of a
photograph, the cost of plate making will have to he met by the advertiser, Plzle production can be
vitry costly and we prefer to keep the coust of newsletter productian to a minimum.

Pledse note also to make your advertisement almost twice 28 large, in width and length, as it will finally
Sppear - the reason being that DLIGHT is typed for photocopying on double B4 paper and then reduced at the
printer to A4 slze for final reproduction.

Rates for members, other Lhan trade, and other organisations are double those detailed above. DU welcomes
advertigements in ULIGHT from memoers and friends.

GIVE A SUBSCRIPTION 7O DU (AND THE DUCKS!) WEAR A DU ‘T’ SHIRT

You can give a subscription to Ducks Unlimited. to Seles of DU 'T' shirxts benefit Operation

A friend/ncouaintance interested in the prescrvation sretel - our Grey Teal nesting procramec.

of our wildlife - porbaps solving the gift probhlem

for someone you kuow who has evervthing? Shirts are top gualisy polyester/fcotion
and there i3 an assoriment of sizes for

Gift cards are available at DU headguarsers. You, both typzs as follows:

as tho donor, complete the insicde of the card detsiling
the type of subscription you wish Lo give and the name
cf Lhe person and his addreoss to whom you wizh ko giva
an annual subscription. The card is perforated .. you

from 30327
5M, ¥, D8

give the gift card porlich & ; s hos e supplies are limited in some sizing,
R t £EC ] Y fnoEos v n of v = y 5
3 t g = e Person your choice Sliish TAsiude sl eriarive. sive whian

and return the form with membership details and your

ordering from DU headguarters
cheque to OU headquarters, P.0. Dox 74 Hamilton. : ‘

F. 0. Box 74, llamilton.
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DUDLEY BELL CONTINUES HIS TRAVEL DIARY

‘Followine our sojourn inta North East Saskatchewan, we travelled to Alberta to the aricé region east
of Calgary where we met up wlth personnel from the DU office at Brooks.

We were to emburk on the annual Canada Goose banding progranme where over the next week, two crews
of Wildlife personnsl would trap and band close to 3,000 geese. Our team consisted of 10 men, I canoes,
2 cuthoard motored dinghys, 1 air boat and 2 large catchnets Zm. deep by 12m. long.

2 lake where large numbers ¢f geese were known to have bred was sclected and, accordinyg te the location
of the geese flock on it, & suitable site for the erection of the catchnet was selected and, with as
little disturbance to the goose flock as possible, preparations for their capture were made.

The pen was situated in such a position to enable the birds being herded to sceo & means of escape e©:y:
Lhrough a lowland 2addle. A= geose, when being herded, are grone to take ta land as a means of eoncape,
thiz was a very suitable method of cepture. TLarge wing nets wers cxtended along the shoreline and into
the lake and these led inta the clrecular catch pen.

The mest exciting part of the drive, once the geese had been persuaded to swim in front of the airboat
and cances was theapproach to the nets. Sensing danger, they would split up ard at great spoead Lor 4-8
week old birds, would swim in whatever direction they couid find a gap in the drive boat ranks. This

Lhen required re-forming the group and a Lest of the siting of the wing nets as to whether
Lt would be 2 successful drive or not.

wy wife, Lyn, was employed as soribe for the rocording of band nwnbers, age and sex of the birds caught.

On occesions, youns and Flightless adult duck were zlso caught in the nets. 'These were lai go immediately

beforn any damage, through being trampled by the larger geesc, was caused.

nliogether, over the seven days of banding, we czught 1,580 geese: Irom 18 geese off a DU project where
we had to wade and almost swim ta herd and catch the goslings, to 700 on & large lake where all men, boats
and nets were pul to a strenucns 4 hour test of skill and patience the herding together of the ceess -

then in 9¢°P semperatures banding and recording of the data tcok plac

owl brecding sesscn was now in full swing, all timas looking for young hroods ot
11y anxiaus,as wero all DU personn first qjuwvenile flying brood for the

pintall brood in Flight on 10 July &nd this was guite carly for that s
wnre, because of water conditions, thal the duck hatch would genexrally bhe lat

el, to ¢

on as
in that

Other wildlife was seen on all excursions into the field in the Prairies, from hundreds of gophers, the
odid Badger, Antelope and Deer., We a saw many Bald Rag and Large Owls. It was also surprising to
fimd many pheasants estab hod artificially from the Brocks Game Farm surviving extremely well in the
croppirg arcss of the irrigation zones, as ton were many hundrods of Danish partridge.

Ihe most disturbing factor with the Gonse banding programme lor me was the thought that at any time while
on land, a rattle snake could be encountered; conseguently I spent much time cver water in my boakb.

Fortunately though, the enly 'rattlers' I saw had boon killed on the road, the largest being a beautiful
4' 6" specimen. We did, however, catch and handle the common garter snake - but these wera only about

12 inches lora. !

D.G.B.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE

FOR YOUR

urgent attention

THIS 1S THE LAST ISSUE OF FLIGHT THAT WILL BE POSTED TC MEMBERS
WHO WERE REGISTERED For 1875/76. TO CONTINUE RECEIVING FURTHER
1SSUES, SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 197B/77 MUST BE PAID PROMPTLY.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1977/78 ARE ALSO NEW DUE - SEE OVERLEAF.«svriuvss

THANK YOU FCR YOUR CO-OPERATION.




