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DUCKS UNLIMITED NEW ZEALAND INC.

For Wetlands and Waterfowl.




WINCHESTER.

MORE THAN A NAME. A LEGEND.

Marketed in the North Island by Kilwell Sports Ltd
and S&R Marston in the South Island.

Warerfowl onoxidation ponds, Christehurch. Photo: Johe Truscoit.

Proud 1o support Ducks Unlimited
New Zealand Inc.
in their efforts 1o conserve
New Zealand's wetlands and waterfowl



Ducks Unlimited (N7} Inc.

Full Registration

27th Annual Conference

Copthorne Resort Solway Park, Masterton, 20-22 July 2001

Rooms have yet to be booked for the Friday and Saturday nights so it would be helpful if
members would show an expression of interest as soon as possible so we can advise the hotel.

Send your registration to:

Includes AGM attendance. morning teas, wetland tour, lunch and wine tasting, trip to the
National Wildlife Centre to see the kaka fed, Saturday night dinner and auction (excluding
$5 per head bus and Mt. Bruce entrance fee): $§75 per person.

Saturday night dinner and auction only: $35 per person.

Wetland tour: $5 per person.

Room deposit: $50

PO. Box 9795, Newmarket, Auckland. Conference inquiries: Ross Cottle (06)378 7408

2001 Annual Conference
Programme
Friday 20) July:

Evening get-together, after arrival, the Paliser
Room from 7pm.

Saturday 21 July:

9am: Registration and AGM

10.30am: Wetland tour departs; refurning
the Capthorne approximately £ 30pm.

Tpm: Pre-dinner drinks

$prm: Dinner, followed by awction.

Sunday 22 July:

Showing of the Banrock Siation wideo.

Need a2 Ride to This: Year's Annuoal

Conference?

Craig Worth is planning to drive & coach from
Tlamilton te the AGM to use for the field rip
if enough members are interested in
contributing ro the cost of the journey.

For further information contact Craig Worth,
Bus, (07)846 8718, a/h (U7)834 0494,

Degp Eco!ogr
Why Regenerate Our Natural Environment?

“Within' our ltfemnc, wewill double the amotnt of woodland in the UK. The Black Country
will become. the Green Cowuv “We might tell ourselves we're doing this 1w creale o more
sustainkble environment - refarestation will kelp contral climate change and increase
biodiversity - but the real reason will bewhat if does for us.

s the fomm nse agin, as the fingers of nature re-entey owr ciies 1o cradle our homes, more
af tomorrow’s children will kayve the joy of playiag on Irees, amid the birds and creatures.af
the wood. Schools and parenis will value green fingers, Young minds will grow more fmn},

adiscovering their place in the garden. Today’s ehildren - tomorrow's pavenes - will be calimer;

happier peaple.

“We will become more mentally resilient, more spiriteally sated, leaming afresh how natirs
works - efficiendly, economically, withous waste, and with divérsity, Politics and welfurs, houses,

neighbourtioods and workpiaces will be e with an eye 1o the whole. Ecology will move into
us, and arise from deep within us: wdevp ecology.”

[From: Things io Come: A Funee for the Land, by Brendan Hill, Publisked in EcoCity

Magazine.com|

Auction Items

The auction that isa highlight of every Annual
Conference Teatures, aleng with donared
items, a special sélection of merchandise from
the DU Canada catalogue that will appeal 10
members.

Deluxe Burbecue Set (18-piece stainless steel
setwith carry casc)

Fleece Pullovers {with DU loga, soft polyester
fleece. encased toggle-adjustable clastic)

DU Canada Stamp and Print (by Andrew
Kiss, DU Canada 1994 Artist of the Year, a
malching printand stamp featuring a mallard
drake)

DU Inc. Stamp and Medallion set ( framed
block of four 2001 DU stamps with marching
gold-plated stamp medallion)

Grohmann Belt Knife {collector’s and sporting
knife, high-carbon stainfcss blade with gold

inlay duck on wooden handle, with gold foil
2L stamp on leather sheath)

King of Ducks canvasback decoy exclusive Lo
518}

Bluebill Decoy (crafted by John Gewerlh and
stained in the bird’s natural colours)

Big Game Field Set (impact resistant carry case
containing boning knile. skinning knife,
hunters” hone s and 2 dozen pairs of field
dressing gloves)

Tough Tool and Binocular set (stainless steel
multi-toot with DU embossed carry pouch phis
a pair of 8x21 binoculars)

Collector's Plate {the sccond in 2 senies of fing
porcelain in astrictly limited numbered edition
featuring an illustration by DU Canada’s 2000
Artistof the Year, Darren Haley)

Stonesare Platter (a finc scrving picee painted
in fine detail by Art LaMay)

Ducks Crossing Sign

yavid Maus print {Truits of Your Labour) 247
x 18"

“Breaking Calm Water”(superb 307 < 19" print
by DU Canada Artist of the Year, Jean Dunn
Also up for auction will be a painted paddi=
and a sponsor’s decoy of a ruddy duck.

Auctioncer for the evening will be the famous
raconteur, and supah mcmc}'-raiscr, Bob
Wacxd wha will have veur sides aching with
laughter as he squeeres the last cenl out.of
every item, He's worth the cost of the night.
evenif you den't eatanything.
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FOR SALE

Mandarin Pairs and Hens
$125 per bird,

Contact:

DU member Mike Connole,
122 \West Street,
Greytown 5953,
Ph.l06)304 9754




INSIGHT

Craig Worth
President

Members will have noticed that the fines for shovling protected species, including grey
eal, have been significantly increqsed in recent months - up 10 3100.000. [ am nor undudy
cancerned by the increase in the maximuun fine. What does annoy me is that the increasé
was implemented without any consufiation, that DU is aware of,

For some 24 years DU's volunteers have been building, crecting and malntaining nest
boxes for grey teal throughout the country. lirsome locations they fave been very successfid,
It the Waikato, for instance, it hus been reported that grev teal are the second most papulous
species.

It seems anomalons thal grey Jeal receive the sume measure of protection as brown teal.
Last year, Fish and Game’s magazine promored grey teal as the next game hird. Had grey
teal been introduced to the licence it wonld have been an indication of how successful our
programme of encouraging recovery of the species has been. It appears that the Minister
may have recefved some poar advice on (his master:

The Board has had preliminawy discussion with the Auckignd/Waikato Fish & Game over
the Lake Waikare resource consent submission with a view to DU joining forces with
them and making a joint subnussion to the Environment Court: This would have many
advantages to both our organisations and significantly increase the Impact of our
submission. At this stage we are heading lor a November hearing in the Environment
Court and it is fikely that we will have ro bring Ron Coley from Canada to-appear as owt'
expert witnesy, The Board has conditionally approved additional resouwrces for this
campaign and has expressed the intention of trving (o seitle the malter withow! having (o
proceed lo a hearing,

At this late stage, Twould wrge membhers not 16 forgel the AGM in Masterion. The deiaily
are on the insude front cover of this issue of Flight and Ross Coitle and his team have
arranged w greal Jield trip. A preview of some of the auction items appears on the same
page. and Ross hay arranged some never-before-seen itews as well. This year the silent
auction showld be spectacular, with a wider range of jtems with varying close-off tinies,
Further donuted items for the sileni auction will be gratefully received. Preparations are all
heading for it to be a great- weekend. Ilook forward o catehing up with you then,
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OUR MISSION

We are a voluntary membership-based society dedicated ia the
conservation of New Zealand wetlands through;

- werland resioration and developrieni;

- conservation programmes for threatened waterfowl;

- advocacy and education of wetland vlues,
By these means we seek 1o ensure the ethica! and sustainable use of
wetiand resources by all existing and future users.

Cover Photo: Royal swan, Stoney Oaks Wildlite Park.
Phora: Gail Simons.
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Maicolm Dench

Waikato Chapter member Malcoim Dench hasbeen 2 member of DU
almost since its formation. A lifetime dairy farmez. 2 Iove of the
outdoors has dominated his interests since his youth. Hesas made =
life member of the Te Awzmutu Branch of the New Zealand
Deerstalkers Association and has had a 30 year involvement with the
New Zealand Mountain Satety Councii. For most of this ime he has
beer a firearms safety instructor and still does firearms licence testing.

He savs he has missed only one duck shooting season opening day
(when he was doing his compulsory military service). Malcolm's
continuing supporr for DU stems from his belief in the value of
preserving and creating qualily wetland habitat. He has been acnive in
programmes like Project Gretet.

Malcolm has been married o Barbara for 42 years and they have three
adult children and six grandchildren.

Miies Anderson

Sizmng peopls M= Ross Conle 2nd Jim Campbell for hisinvolvement
W DL fow me pes foos years, Miles Anderson has always been keen
o8 the oesdooss =nd hantine Describing himself as a Field Agronomist,
B 78 B own 2srosomy Susiness serving the rural communities of
Wamarass Hawlos By snd Manawatu. Miles and partner Jaqui, who
frve =2 Rversdale on the Wairarspa cozst. have three school age and
jour adalt cheldvea,

Employed Tor some 12 vears by siock and station business Hodder
dnd Tolkes from soon afier leaving school, Miles also studied at Massey
University and at Meibourne’s Sefton University where he took papers
in advanced agribusiness management.

Over time he has helped others with dam and wetland developments
which, from a professional point of view, he sees as  scnsible part of
farm management and enhancement of the cnvironment. His current
studies in organics are proving to be of specis interest to him,
particularly the aspects covéring planting to maintain habitas.

Correspondence

Belief in the essential democratic principle of “no taxation without
representation” is strong and forcefully expressed amang DU
members as they renew their membership, as some of the following
correspondenes amply illustrates...

Wildfow! at a Fair Price
Dear Craig,
Enclosed is my membership fee for DU for the next financial vear,

[ have some reservations about paying the fee as | have always
understood that the organisation was about promoting conservation
of wetlands and the establishment of waterfowl over a wider arca
of New Zezland.

Over the past ren years or so I have personally been developing a
wetland area on my property, and am now in the process of
attempling Lo establish & number of native specicson the pond. i.c.,
scaup, shoveler and grey teal. | have found that these are available
from other members of the organisation at 4 price, the price being
in excess of $250.00 per pair. TLis understoad that we live in 2 frec
market society, however [ can't help feeling that these prices are
cxeessive, particularly for native birds, and alsa from other so-called
like-minded conservationists,

My question is: is there zny way that ducks can be obtained at a
reasonable price by members for the establishment of ponds such
as mine?

I look forward to hearing fram vouin the near future,

Yours faithfully
Terry Hynes (Dannevirke)
{Any offers? (The President has replied) -Fd.

Saga of a Misplaced Cheque
Dear Mr Worlh,

Please find enclosed 2 cheque for $35.00 being my membership fes
for DU.

If you manage to lose this one, T will Lake considerable pleasure in
remaoving... (cerrain distinguishing parts of the male anaromy) and
publicly displaying it on the whartf at Whitianga.

With sincere regards | remain

Yours truly

(sighature indecipherable)

DU's Treasurer replies:

1 am holding the cheque in the expectation of keing able to sell
tickets to the event.

Conespondence from readers on any topic in Flight or relating to
wedland and wildfow! conservation is always sought and welcomed.

Furthey Correspondence is pulilistied on page 11




Nominations for the Board

The Board of Ducks Uniimited has reluctantly accepted the resignation
of director Tom van Dam, wha has served for three years and worked
hard during that Lime. overseeing the membership systiem and making
a generous contribution of the Rongopai Wines product 1o annual
conferences and other DU functions.

T'here is only one nomination (Stephen Rice) 1o date and DU needs
more Board members with energy and commitment to share the
workload.

Members who know of another member who would be interested in
standing for a Dircetor’s position should approach them and send in 2
nomination. Members wishing 1o stand for clecrion should forward their
name and background information to DU, PO, Bax 9795, Newmarket,
Auckland, and a Director will make & nomination,

The DU Board mccts guarterty in the centre of the North Istand during
Fehruary. May. August and November and travel to meetings can be
subsidised. The meerings are friendly and informal and input is
welcomed. There is n2 réquirement to atiend the AGM to be elected.
Women arc cspecially encouraged 1o seek election to the Board o
redress a gender imbalance.

For further informarian, contact Alan Wilks, (06)304 9720,

Waikaro Chaprer
Tiritiri Matangi Island Trip

Wiaikato Chapter members (pictiired below - Photo: Ray Havward) left
1Tamilton carly on 14 March and met epwith the Auckland contingent
om the Auckland wharves before boarding the Quick Cat. At Gulf
ITarbour the rest of the contingent were picked up before we headed
foor Tiritiri Mazangi Island, The maximum number of visitors allowed
at onee is 150 and of the total contingent 26 were DU members whao

D T sl
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had travelled from as far as Reporoa in the scuth and Whangarei in
the narth to be there.

The island rcally has to be seen 1o be appreciated. Not only is it alive
with hird life but the birds arc vsued 1o people wandering around and
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A rare shot of g tekahe on Tiritiri Matangs Tsland. Photo: Juck Woetd

are very up close and tricndly. [1's suitable for the very young 10 e
very old and really s worth the effort getting there

hum to me, one of tie two highlights of the day was watching =




lying on the ground (ves - lving on the ground, cyes shut and all) sunning
themselves like farmyard chooks only five metres from 34 coughing,
sneczing, wheezing human intruders. Magic!

The other highlight was the takahe. They love a little neck seratch. As
Ihey wander around your ankles and check out your lunch box, they
make little chirps to tell you how much they love you.

We checked outall the brown tez! sreas, and 1 personally was not very
impressed. While | would never claim to be an expert on brown tcal
habitat, when I recall the wet marshy area our cagtive birds used 10
prefer in the aviary. and compare that 1o the habitat conditions on
Tiriviri Matangi, ivis perhaps nd great surprise that the population is
not tlourishing.
The Tiritiri Matangi Island Supporters Group is very keen Lo release
sOmC more brown teal on the istand. This would be an ideal opportunin
for dur two groups to work together to create suitable habitat and
cstablish a breeding population under the gaze of thousands of
conservation-inclined visitors. The browa teal would benefit and o
would the profile of DU
The most commen question asked on the way home was “When s the
next wip?” Watch this space.

- Murroy Dench

Manawatu Chapter
Foxton Clay Shoot

The Foxton sandhills and pines were stalked by 125 Keen shooters on
25 March: They were searching for elusive clays as part of Manawatu
Chapler’s clay shoot. held in conjunction with 1Tunting & Fishing
(Manawaru) with support from Remington, Beretta snd Coca Cola,

Some very good scores were posted for the day but, as is our custom,
the gua was drawn from registration numbcers. This vear it was won by
local DU member Marlin Wazyer {hopefully it will shoor better than
hisold one J. A huge array of prizes was an offer sponsored by 1unting
& Fishing and few went home without a prize. As in past vears, Alpine
Hunting donated the venison for the BBQ ( two sika hinds) and Craig
Merritt did the butchering. By the end of the day there was not a lot
left.

The event raised around $2000 and I thank everyone who helped with
setung up on Saturday, running the operation and cleaning up on
Sunday. These events take 2 huge amount of time and effort to stage
0 I would ask all DU members to get involved and offer their help in
SOTE WARY.

- Neil Candy

Board Business. ..

The last DU Board mesting was held =t Hatepe on 26 May with 10
Directors attending the meeting chaired by Graham Gury. Apologies
were received from minutes secretary Fiona Stanaway (minutes were
taken by Craig) and Ossie Latham: David Wilks was welcomed to
his first Board meeting.

Major agenda items discussed included reports from projeet
conveners, planning for the AGM, membership, financial matters,
and issues like Lake Waikare and the Chatham Islands brown teal
release. Several of the items of correspondence received are
published in this issue of Flight.

The Treasurer’s report was acoompanied by 2 drafl budget for the
current financial year. Tt appears that if DU has to meet fitigation
costs incarred hy our action over Lake Waikare, there will he a trading
deficit for the vear that will have to be met out of the cash reserve.

Waterfowl ami Wetlands Trust Chair David Smith presented an
update on the Trust investment, Although the first quarter of the
year had shown a negative return, the investment had increased by
£13.000 since 31 March snd, after the withdrawal of $9.000 for
Wetland Carc developments. the portfofio value at 23 May stood at
alittle over $303.000. It was agreed Lhat the investment managed by
Spicers was showing a better return than 90-day bank bills.

Publitity and membership martters included plans s fallow up
members who are unfinancial or who have resigned recently. An
effort will be made to establish the reasons for their 10sL support so
these issues can be addressed. Staifing of the stand (shared with
Taupo Native Plant Nurscry) at the National Tield Days at Hamilton

was fmalised. A report on this worthwhile publicity effort will be
published in Fiight.

Reports on our programmes related Lo specific species and Wetland
Care wee recoived. Two new projects were approved for funding
armonnhng 10 $4.520. New funding criteria were adopted and thisis
10 be mads availzble to members on request. Production of a
Wetland Care promobonal pamphlet costing $3,000 was approved.
A consideradle smount of tme was devoted o discussing the
Chatham Islands brown teal release aml Lake Waikare..

The MacMasier Trophy & 10 be awarded ©0 Tararus College in
Pahiatua 1o assist development of a wetland on the college’s
property. Advice has been recened from Tony Reiger that he will
no longer fund the MacMaster and Golden Plover awards. DU has
funding for the MacMaster award for this vear, bur the Golden
Plover award is 1o be put on hold until 2 sponsor can be identificd,

Ross Cottle reporied on planning for the AGM and national raffle.
Publicity for the AGM will inelude advertising in the Dominion and
afeature article on DU, the cost 10 be met from Wairarapa Chapter
funds. Possible venues for the 2002 AGM planned for Hamilton
were canvassed. Changes to the Board taking cffeet at the AGM in
Masterton include the retirement of Tom van Dam, The present
Directors who need to be re-elected will stand again. One
nomination for Stephen Rice had been received to date. and Ross
Cotule accepted the position of Vice-President-elect for the year to
2002

(Board Business has been introsduced as a new section of DL News
to keep members informed about the work of the DU Board.)

2000/2007 ANNUAL REPORTS

President’s Report

It gives me great

pleasure to present this Fa
report, my first as o

President, on this o
organisation’s activities.

We started the year with

2 great AGM held in

Taupo, Last-minute

registrations gave us a hetier than cxpected
turnout, making for a superb weckend,
Having registralions come in late does not
help with the planning and a few weeks out
WE were starting to get a bit nervous aboul
the lack of response. However, it all turned
out well in the end buc it would truly be
appreciated if members could da their best
1o register as much in advance as possible.

At the AGM the membership endorsed the

Board’s work in regard to Lake Waikare and
this ycar the Board met in Hamilton and
visited the laXe firsthand. Directors were
encouraged 10 remove their shoes and wade
into the fake up to their ankles and try to sce
their toes. Since then we have brought Ron
Coley, the former Chiel Engineer for DU
Canada, oul to view the lake and surrounding
district and we have since started the process
in the Environment Court, While here, Ron
also managed to have a look at Lake Ngaroto
near Te Awamuru and gave the Waipa [Districe
Council the benefit of his expericnce in other
parts of the world.

The board launched Wetland Care New
Zealand this year, a re-branding and a name
change to our original project Operation
Wetlands. Wetland Care New Zealand will
continue to spend our hard-carned money on
very valuablc wetlands projects throughout the

country and continue to do cveryching that it
had donc previously. The advantages of
Wetland Care New Zealand are that it ean now
solicit sponsorship in its own name and this
has already been achieved with a large grant
from Banrock Station, an Australian wine
manufacturer which has entered the New
Zealand market. Things have worked very well
and the Wetland Care New Zealand logo is
now stariing to appear on some Banrock
wines. S0 keep your eye out for them and
supporl our spansors

Making progress on our project to re-astablish
brown teal on the Chatham Istands has been
relatively frustrating this year. DO s decision
to introduce disease screening has heid us up
significantly, and time for completing the
project to our funders” sarisfaction is runaing
out. Hopefully this issue can be sorted out and
addressed in Lhe new year,



Finatly, T must thank all our supporters.
volunteers and helpers who have contributed
SO MueH to our activitics this vear. Your efforts
are appreciated and T look forward to vour
cortinued support in the forthcoming year.

- Craig Worth

For ihe first lime there has been & payment
out to DUNZ with $9,000 being paid carly this
year. Following that payment the balance held
as at 31 March 2001 was $290,511.77,

As at 23 May 2001 with the gains since the
end of March the balance was $303.072.71.

Z G

Phato: William Abel.
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DU Wairarapa Chaprer Chaitperson Ross Cottle at a wetland development on the propersy of
Andrew and Rachel Mischell at East Taratahi, Wairarapa, The development is being axsisted
by a $3.000 grant from New Zealand Warerfow! & Wedands Trusy.

While the downsube of the investment markess

is clearly scen over this last vear we are still

confident the fund is operating better than

having all funds on fixed deposit which is the
only viable alzernative.

- David Smith

Chairman of Trustees

Blue Duck

The 2000-01 yesr has been
another good vear for biue duck
(whio) with 10 voung produced,
five at Esplanade Aviary, three
at Pcacock Springs, and ane at cach of
Hamilion Zbo and Stagiands.

We were again leoking at doing a release on
o ML “Taranaki but of the 10 young there was
onlv one female. As fernales are needed more
than males, we decided against 2 release.

It was good to see the voung pair at Peacock
Springs producing three in their first season
of egg faying. They promise to be a good pair
for the future.

There were eight lasses (threc males and five
females, and not counting the birds released
into the wild over the year), with two of ous
oldest males dving, One of these, 15 years old,
was at Harmilton Zoo and produced yeung in
the last season. The olher male was at Jim

The New Zealand 2
Zea { 2000-2001 Biue Duck Captive Breeding Season Results
WaterfOWI & Lecamon Cggs Lad E9gs Fertis Egos Hxiched Young Fisdged
Wetlands Trust sk dpad it = 2 3
Hamiltnn Zco s = 2 ]
The last year has heen a “stcady as vou go” Staglandz 7 z 2 '
approach by the trustees. Our funds have C. Alzen a o o 3
remained with Spicers, . A Langaon 14 % 3 6
The financial year Tor the Trust cnds on the Peatoek Sprirgs 27 a - 2
31 December. As at 31 December 1999 the Adand 250 b ; 5 %
trust fund stood at $298,712. As at 31 Vi ]
December 2000 the fund had risen to PO 8 a 9 v
$307.164, which was a return of 2.83% after R Mysiro. 3 0 0 ¢
lax and charges, This return is more = Qrana Park 0 o 3 o
reflection of the ups and downs of the financial Korwrmed Fark & 2 2 o
markels than a trug indication as 1o how Lhe Otorohanga Kiwi 4 o (e} ]
fund is working. Nz3 Manu 0 o & o
The vagaries of the stock market have H Egan ¢ o a 0
continued to have an impact. As at 31 March J Garrgzel a ¢ a o
there had been 4 reduction in the value of the Sroadisndz & s o a
portfolio by §5,835.68 due to the downturnin Nariasab 4 o 0 o
the USA and in deposit rates, Since then all
of that decrease has been recovered and 2 gain TomaL o M i i
of $13.000 made,
Ducks Unlimited New Zealand Inc.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
For Year Endeéd 31 March 2001
Income Expenses
Membership $18.309 Administration $7.543
Donations & Fundraising $30,032 Conscreation Projects $90.500
Conscrvation Donations $36.892 Flight Magazing $713,840
Other Income $2.348 Total Expenscs §111,883
Deficit $(4.303)

P.O. Box 9795, Newmarket, Auckland.

Bank Balance at 31 March 2001

343,822

Copies of 2 full set of audited accounts will he availzblc at the Annual General Meeting or on request from the DU Treasurer,




Campbell’s. This bird, which had come from
the wid, was more than 16 years old, and i
the father, arandtather. and great grandfather
of most of the birds we have in caprivity.

The many transters of birds planned for this
year are awating transfer permits from DOC.

Blue Duck Releases

At the last count enly two males were found
out of the 11 released, The two females that
had heen sesn up Lo that time were not founcl,
They could have moved on to other streams
on ML Taranaki which were nat looked at
Here’s hoping.

One thing we did learn about the release is
that some birds did not feed well and died of
starvation There is a big need for a halfway
house where ducklings can go to learn to feed
on aguatic inveriedrates and alse learn o
handle rough terrain. We are presently iooking
at two places where we can do this. Funding
will need to be found to build a large aviary
for pre-rclease, The aviary will not be on
display o the public.

The above data shows that there are still a fot
of infertile cges. Thes scems to be a problem
in captivity and 1t could be duc toa number of

appears to have been done withour geiting an var wet, Jim reponis that rainfall in the area
for Junuary to March 2001 was a mere 69 mii, compared to 253 mi for the same months in
2000, This photo supplied by Jim shows the nest boxes high and dry.

SUPPORT
WATERFOWL
AND
WETLANDS

SPORTWAYS
GUNSHED LTD

49 NORMANBY ROAD. MT EDEN, AUCKLAND
Phone 09 631 5275 09 638 7279

factors: tvpe of aviary, dict, and other rhings.
Stimbridge or WWT are having major
problems with this. [tis better than it used o
be and 1 am working on some of the prohlems.

- Peter Russell
Royal Swan

This has been another successul e
breeding vear with 19 cyanets

raised to maturity and firm

orders for 10 birds. The success

of the breeding scheme relies entirely on the
devation of some of our members, Ross
Cottle generously supplics feed to keep the
birds we have w hold over in good condition.
Jim Campbeil and Dave Johnston do 2 lot of
the background werk with Lthe birds and
Pescock Springs in Christchurch provides
encouragement and supportinvaluable w the
survival of the birds in New Zealand. All of
the successful breedess of these mugnificent
hirds can feel proud of their efforts - it is not
easy seeing them Lo maturity. Ope breeder
needs to be singled out though: Trevor Hughs,
on the Napier -Taupo road, has had
unprecedented sucoess over the last wo years
i rearing 14 birds. We are now back in a
pesition of strength with our captive numbers
of the birdsand can rest a little oasier. Thanks
to everyone who supports the scheme.

- William Abel
Wetland Care

In the lastyear we have supported
and cncouraged numerous
people in the development of
their wetands. Thanks are due Lo
#ll the people who give
generousiy of their time and cxpertise,
pointng out where we have made mistakes
in the past-and wherse benéfits can he found
in the developments we are advising on.

Jim Campbell needs special mention as our
resident guru in chis field: Tn the last year we
have contributed approximarclv $17,000 of
our own funding into members’ welland
developments. This doesn’t include the
funding received for the Ashhurst Domain
project, or the substantial finance placed
towards the case of rehahilitating Lake
Waikarc.

Al present we have five projects on file
awaiting funding for the new [inancial year.
Things are looking good for werland
restoration around the country.

- William 4bel

Wanted to Buy

Pairs of any of tae following:
White swan
Shoveler
Scaup
Grey or brown teal
Or any other native duck species
Phone Cail (06)756 7624

At Stoney Oaks Wildlife Park,
Inglewood.




Lead Shot & Wetlands

The effects on wildlife of lead invoduced
inio the environment through shotand lead
sivkers lrave long concerned wildlife and
conservation organisavions. Recent
Governmmen! moves (o encowrage the use
ol non-toxic shot witl affeci those with an
inferest in game bird hunting and
conservation, as outlined in recent
correspondence from Mike Hucks, the
Chairman of the Wildfowlers Association
of New Zealand 1o Minister of
Conservation Hon. Sandra Lee, The
following summanises this comespondence:
“Your government has made the decision te
infrocuce non-1oxic shot ¢ommencing 2002
game bird season aad a programme that will
see such shot over wetiands compaisery hy
2005,

“Research in NZ has clearly indicated that
while lcad shot is of [ittle environmental
hazard 10 indigenous or exolic species in our
country, there is 3 small but significant
percentage of waterfowl, ducks in particular,
that are poisoned by its ingestion, sometimes
leading W martality...('Uhis)... appears o be a
hazard only in shaliow water wetlands, and is
dircctly related to fecding habits of thess
valperable sprejes.”

Mike Hucks says that the Wildfowlers
Association  (WANZ} supports  the
introduction of non-toxic shot for use in
wetlands and the fimetable for its introduction.
However, he advised against "too hasty
emotive regulations™ which might fessen
support and compliance by game bird hunters,
il such regulations ignared sgentifie research
and didn’r refleet New Zealand’s hunting

conditions and shooters’ requirements,

WANZ ¢ould not support 2 requiremicnt for
nan-toxic shot for shooting species ke
shelduck or Canada goose over pasiure,
cropping land, forcstry or deeper marine
estuarine waters where ingestion of tead is of
very low frequency.

The change 10 non-toxic shot would also have
other implications, including technical and
ballistic problems affccting shotgun safety and
range, likely costs to hunters of non-toxic
ammunition and the need for some to replace
or adapt firearms. There was also Lhe
possibility that if fewer people went duck
shoating, funds available to Fish & Game from
fieence sales could decline. Aswellas reducing
funds avaiiable for Fish & Game conservation
cfforts generally. there was the passibility of
younger hunters heing excluded aznd
wildfowling becoming the preserve of the
wealthy. He warned of a possible political
backlash from hunters or farmers who could
be disenfranchised by the costs invalved.

In his letrer, Mike ITucks canvassed wider
issues 1o do with consenvation of wetlands and
wetland species, and what WANZ sees as the
Depariment of Conservation’s failuce to
ensure that adequate funding and priority are
allotied 1o national or regionally important
wetlands. While introduction of non-toxic shot
over wetlands was a positive move, it did not
address the major needs of our werlands and
the plight of indigenous lrirds, fish and plants.
“WANZ together with cur sister organisation,
Ducks Linfimited, have a strong conservation
ethic. We urge your gavernment to lead the
initiative on wetland restoration.”

A Timetable For Non-toxic Shot Intreduction

The Mimster of Conservation has approved
the following transition rimerable for New
Zealand:

2001 Season: Pamphlet provided w2l game
bird hunters explaining the reasons for the
transition, and the conseguences for hunting
methods and firearms.

2002 Season: Volunlary change promored at
pre-identitied sites on Consenation and Fish
& Game wetlands

2003 Season: Mandatory reguirement for
nen-toxic shot o be used at sites identified
at the remainder of Conservartion and Fish
& Game wetlands.

2014 Season: Mandatory requirement for
nan-toxic shot tobe used on sl Conservation
and Fish & Gizme wetlands, Voluntary change
promozed forwetlands on privale lagd.
2005: Mandatory requirement for non-toxic
shot to be used for ali waterfowl hunting,

[Refersnce: FACT SHEET 1: THE ISSUES
-THENEED FOR CHANGET. Fish & Game
New Zealand web site. The Fish & (ame web
site at waw.fishandgame.org.nz has further
fact sheers dealing with the lead shol issue
and implications forshooters. There isclearly
some variation between the views expressed
by WANZ and the infarmation provided in
the Tishi & Game Fact Sheers. The Fish &
Game Fact Sheets advise shotaun owners 1o
consult & reputadle gunsmith for advice on
what adapiations to chokes will be necded and
whal shot and loads will be suitable for
parteular guns. |

Predator File:
Ferrets

Ferrets have heen in the news recently
as tha madia mines the broader issue of
biosecurity highlighted by fcot and
moeuth, breaches of border controls by
snakeg, mesquitoes and other unwanted
immigrants.

Rangad en one side of the terret issue is
a smell lobby formed by those who ksep
and bresd ferreis as domestic pets, in
much the same way as people breed
guinea pigs, rate and other animals.
Several times on news and currant affairs
telavision, farrat awners and their
acmittedly appealing pets were given
axposura. Among the arguments
presented for continuing to allew the
keeping of ferrets as pets were that the
enimals were domesticatad, desexed,
and unlikely to survive for long in the wild
if they were to escape. Clips of the furry
rascals on leashes, or cradled in their
owners' ams, or gambolling around the
tounge were hardly evecative of the killers
oppenents of mustelids know.

The introduction of mustelids was first
proposed In 1881 to conirol rabbits -
despite concerns expressed at the ime
that mustalics could sariously endangsr
native faura. While they reduced rabbit
pepulations, mustelids were major
piayers in the decline and loss of some
of our native fauna. Ferrets are mostly
ground dwelling znd eat smiall mammals,

Mustelids have a huge impact on haw
Zealand’s native species. Stoats kill 40
North Island brown Kiwi chicks per day
on average which adds up to 15,000 per
annum. That accounts fer 80 per cent of
North Island brown kiwi born. Ancther 35
percent of the chicks are alsc the victims
of other pracators including ferrets, Ofthe
nerth island brown kiwi that hatch, only
five percant surviva. Controlling mustelids
witl make a significant difference to
sunvival chances of Nerth Island brown
kiwi whose population is halving avery
decade.

(From Ferrets, Stoafs and Weasels - Cule
Kiliers. DOC Facisheet.)

birds. lizaras and frogs. They often kill poultry
during mid to late summer. Stoats ars avid
climbers, feeding on birds, rets, mice, and
invertebrates. Weasels are less common, and
eat birds, mice and lizards. During the early
1280s itwas discovared that ferrels can carry
beving tuberculosis.

In May, Forest and Bird called on the Minister
of Conservation to ban the keeping of ferrets
ac pets in New Zealand, This was in respense
to DOC's release of a public consultation
documsant “What can ws do about Ferrets?”
in 1598, and receivad resounding support
for a complste ban on ferrets as pets.

Over 1,000 submissions wers made on the
discussion document. About 77% of all
submissions received from individuals
requested a total ban on the keeping of
ferrats by anyone in New Zealand. a view

supported by Forest and Bird. Howavar,
in a press relaase, Farest and Bird noted
that the discussion documentiocusas on
means of control rathar than & complste
ban,

Forest and Bird's analysis of the
submissions on ferrsts revealed
overwhelming support for a compigts
ban on kseping ferrets by anyone,
anywhere in New Zealand, (77% of
submissions from individual
respondents). Thara was a very high rats
of response - particularly considering the
ciosing date being the tast day of the
mitlennium! Conservationists, farmers,
rural and environmental organisations,
recreational hunters and regional
councils were united in their support for
a ban on keeping ferrets. There was a
high level of public awarensss about the
threat 1o wildlife and biodiversity (363 of
individuals commantad on thig) and
awarensss of the role of terrets in
transmitting tuberculosis 1o cattls,

The submission from Forest and Bird
censiderad a number of options for ferrst
conirol. and conciuded that the status
quo was not an aption, Forest and Bird
proposed a netionwide ban on keaping
ferrats, inciuding a “sunset clauss™ of five
years for existing pet ferrets.

The discussion document and analysis
of submissions are avsilable from the
DQOC web site:
hitp://www.doc.govt.nz/cons/pests/
fact53.htm




The Basics of BIODIVERSITY

There are three kinds of biodiversily
(short for biological diversity):

Habitat diversity

The variety of places where life exists - coral
reefs, old-growth forests in the Pacific
Northwest, taligrass prairie, coastal wetlands,
and many others, Each bread tvpe of habitat
is the home for numerous specics, most of
which are utterly dependent on that habitat.
When a type of habitat disappears, a vast
number of specics disappear as weil.
Elimination of &all but small patches is
cspecially damaging becausc it not only
climinates many localised specics but also
threatens those species that are dependent on
vast acreages for their survival.

Genetic diversity

The genetic diversity within a species (a
colicction of individuals that could, in
principle, mterbreed) is primarily the varicty
of populations that comprise it. Species
reduced to a single population contain less
genetic diversity than those consisting of many
populations. The sunvival of populations, as
well as specics, is important beeause of the
unique genetic mformation contained within
populations.

A species’ survival depends on the survival of
its populations. Where only & few populations
remain, the sel of geneticinstructions for how
the species might adapt Lo threats is réduced.

Species diversity

This is the most common understanding of
biodiversity. There are about one and & half
million named species on earth, but the rotal
number is probably between five and 15
million. The greatest specics diversity is found
in tropical rain forest - possibly as many as
90% of all species on éarth.

The survival of each kind of biodiversity is
linked to the health of the other two, and
collectively they comprise the wealth of
ecosystems.

. .

Loss of Biodiversity

The loss of binlogical diversity may take many
forms but at its most fundamental and
irreversible it involves the extinction of species.
Over geological time, species have come and
gone as part of a natural process. In historic
times, human efforts have drastically speeded
extinction of species - a trend which is
continuing.

Specics may be cxterminared by man through
runting, collection and persccution, and
habitat destruction and modification.
Overhunting, in terms of overall loss of
biodiversity, is far less important then habitat
modificarion and joss. The genetic diversity
represented by populations of crop plants or
Tivestock is liable to reduction 2s a result of
mass production techniques involved in
maodern agriculture.

Most sustained human activity madifies the
natural cnvironment, This atfects the relative
abundance af species and in extreme cascs
may lead to extinction. The habitat can he
made unsuitsble for the specics (clear-felling,
pollution of rivers), or become [ragmented,
dividing previously contiguous populations of
species into small sub-populations at risk of
extinction,

There is a high probability that large-scale
changesin global climate and weather patierns
will increase extinction rates, although thesr
cxact effects may be unclear.

The Value of Biodiversity

Understanding and studying the world’s
biodiversitv and how to manage it and use it,
can bring enormous benefits in scicnrific
Knowledge, in sustained environmental
management and in new produclts -
pharmaccuticals, crops, fibres. petroleum
substitutes, Testorative agents for water and
s

The potential of pharmaceutivals and medical
products from wild species is simply enormous,
These species have had literally tens or
hundreds of millions of years to evaive
hinchemicals thar by narural selection protect
them from viruses and hacteria and that
enable them to digest a vast range of
substances.

Concern for hiodiversity is relatively recent.
In the past, mosi conservation efforts were
focused on saving A particular species from
decline or extinction. Protecting an casily
identified endangered species usually involved
protecting that species’ habitat and therefore
all the other plants and animals in that habitat
gained protection as well, However, areas
protected for & single specics are not
necessarily those which maximise conservation
of biodiversity.

As industrialisation and habitar
destruction increase exponentially, so
does the loss of bivlogical diversity.
Seientists predict that as more and more
ecosystems are degraded, the rate of
species extinction - already at an
incredible one-half percent per year
according to Harvard evolutionary
hiologist Edward Wilson - will accelerate.

[“Guarantee the Right 10 4 Salc
Environment” by Redger Schlickeisen,
The Los Angeles Times, 21.10.96]

As we work to reinforce
connections in the environment,
50 we build connections of our
own. As we care for natural
communities, so we strengthen
our own communities” sense of
well-being. As we heal the living
warld around us, so the healing
beginy inside. All this, too, is part
of biodiversity.

[“Seeking Meanings™, by Deuglas H.
Chadwick, from Defenders Magazine,
Winter 1992/93. ]

Today there is recognition that it is far more
cfficicnt to conserve whole ecosystems which
encompass biodiversity at all levels, rather
than focus on a few highly visible and popular
Species in isolation.

Can the World Tolerate
Fewer Species?

Biodiversily increases ccosystem productiviey.
Each species, no matter hew small, contributes
0 the sum of processes cnabiing the ecosystem
10 prevent and recover from a varicty of
disasters, Humanity benefits from as large
aumber of species of plants as possible,
meaning more variety of crops and a Jarger
number of species of animals cnsure that the
ccosystem is naturaily sustained.

What About Apparently
Useless Species?

Every organism, no matter how smalil or
unattractive, has its place in the ccosystem.

The wview that a particular species has no
practical use is more likely to indicate our
ignarance of often crucial inter-relationships
implied in biodiversity. Every organism hasa
functional role (or ‘niche’) in its habitat or
ecosystem. Species contribule to valued
ecosystern services {which we don't often
appreciate) such as regulating the watershud,
generating soil fertility, pollinating crops and
contributing to the cycling of watér, energy and
nutrients. These ecosvstem scrvices are vital
10 human welfare.

“Because of the tremendous concentration of species in the tropics and their ofien narmow
geographic ranges, biologists estimate that rropical deforcstation will resultin the loss of helf or
more of the existing species on earth during the next 75 years, :

Apparently insignificant animals play a big role
in the food chain, Invertebrates play crucial
rales in the base of the food chain, in nutrient
recyeling, energy flow, and so on. Without
them humans would not survive.

The Permanence of Loss of Biodiversity

Humanity is now in the process of destroying roughly as many species during the next
50 to 100 years as were wiped ot evary 100 million years by natura! causes. It takes
only a few dacadas, as histery shows, to drive a cnca-abundant species, like the
passanger pigeon, to extinction. Itis inconceivable that, during the coming millennia,
avolution could replace with new species those lost to deforestation and other human
actions.” (The Green Fuse: An Ecological Odyssey by John Harte)

“The decline of indigenous bindiversity
is New Zealand’s most pervasive
environmental problem, with nearly
1,000 indigenous specvies being
threatened. Animal pests and weeds
pose the greaiest conservation threat on
land and in freshwater, affecting
landscapes, habitais and the survival of
species. Unwanied pest introductions
may make maners worse, "

- Department of Conservation. Statement
of fnrent, 200112004, p.13.



Dear Editor,

1 refer to the recent advertisement
(Whangarei Leader, 1,501, page 10) by the
Department of Conservation concerning
so-called “careless duck shooters” whe
“rragicaliy shoot™ brown teal, a protecied
species. ] was extremely disappointed 10 sce
DOC attack game hird huntersin such an
unbalanced way.

The New Zealand organisation. Ducks
Unimitcd, the majority of whose members
are game bird hunters, hasbred for release
no fewer than 1,600 brown teal. ‘o put this
in perspective, that's bird for bird the size
of the entire wild population. In contrast,
when ] asked DOC for specifics about how
many brown teal were actually shot, I was
rudely informed they'd heard “rumours™.
Since enly a handiul of hunters hunt in
“rumoured” areas, the number of teal shot,

if any, can onty he very low, ‘T put it another
way, for every onc supposedly shal. hunters
have raiscd hundreds — for which TX0C"s
advertissment gives them nat the shightest
credit,

As someone who has for 25 vears devoted a
great desl of effort and money Lo rearing and
releasing rare waterfowl, huilding wetlands,
trapping predators and planting trees, T find
this to be a complete kick in the guis for all
such wildfow! enthusiasts.

| was present when all the brown teai produced
by New Zealand’s private waterfowl breeders
onc year were assembled at a private residence
awaiting release in Northiand. However, DOC
oouldn’t be bothered giving permission for the
release. Brown teal ar¢ extremely aggressive
and, as their breeding season approached, they
began to kili cach other in the pens. Every day
the breeder concerned picaded with DOC for

Correspondence: Who’s Working in the Best Interests of Brown Teal ?

the authansation - a fax was all that was
needed.

Dozens rragically dicd hecause of DOC's
intransigence and every day more lifeless
bodies were removed,

So my message to DOC 18: you have killed
more brown teal in the last decade than all
the duck hunters in Northland combined.
In fact il it wasn't for all the hunters, there
probabiy wouldn't be 2oy wild tea left for
you (o have 10 compiain about.

Surciy an unreserved apology is called for.
Yours sincerely.

Joha Dyer.

{This letter was copled to Hon. Sandra [ ee,
Minister for Conservation, the President of
DU, and Mr Rudi Hoegies, Manager,
Northiand Fish & Game Council, -Ed.)

Wetlands Awards 2002

Entrics for these annual awards administered by DOC are now
open. Awards lor ive categories will be considered, including
agency projects, private or community projects, educational
effort, proven programmes and lifetime personal achievement.
Projects submitted should represent examples of best practice
in wetland management, research and education

The awards are open to all and nominations may he made by
individuals ar groups concerned in a project,

A nomination must be accompanicd dy a justification of its merits, in
terms of the award categories described above. The docomentation must,
where refevant, include a description of the wetland and its values, an
assessment (illustrated as appropriate) of its condition before and after
the work and the objectives of the management, repair or creatien.
Docamentation must also explain how the work was done, including the
approach used, principal problems encountered and how they were
overcome, and detzils of assistance received from other agencies or
individuals,

P.O. BOX 558
TAUPO
PHONE/FAX: 07 378-0855
RES: 07 377-6361

DU members who may have placed orders and had them
returned are asked to

note the new Saf Trap Company £.O. Box number.

The cutormes achieved need to be detailed and if the nomination is
bascd on anticipared cuicomes, describe the menitoring undertaken to
assess the degree 1o which those outcomes are being achieved. The
role of the nomince should be described and the names and phone
numbers of two referees 1o whoninquiries can be made inciuded.

Evaluation

Experts from the Department of Conservation and others apponted
by the New Zealand Wetlands Committee will 2ssess nominations and
report their findings to the Commitee.

Assessment Guidelines
Nominations will be assessed using the following guidelines, where they
are BppTOpriate.

Site-based Projects

To what extent dees the project make a difference o (he site (whar is
the scale of contribution to wetland conscrvation, refative to the
resources available to the nominee, and i il practical Lo maintaimn the
destred condition of the wetland?) and for the communiries interested
inthe wetland? In terms of community interest, assessment will be muade
of the extent 10 which the significant wetland values are safeguarded by
the preject, or provided for elsewhere and the opportunities provided
for public appreciation of wetland values, The opportunities provided
for iwi or other cultural perspectives on weiland management 1o be
promoted will he assessed.

For future projects. assessment will include the extent 1o which Lhe
project presents dpportunities o develop new methods or approaches
1o wetiand conscrvation and research,

Assessment of future programmes will include the extent 1o which the
work provides opportunitics to promote public awareness of the values
and vulnerabilities of wetlands, and their need for wise usc and
conservation and hew the project has encouraged other wedand
conservation inittanives,

Research, Education, Public Awareness,
Conservation Incentive and Other Wetland

Programmes

Assessment of conservation outcomes will focus on what extent on-
the-ground conservation outcomes can be demonsirated, what changed
behaviours can be ateributed 1o the programme and what recognitien
the programme has received for cstablishing new benchmarks in
practice.

Nominations close on 30 September 2001, Requests for fuller details
and submission of nominations should be direcred to Brian Sheppard,
External Relations Division, Department of Conservation, FO. Box
10-420, Wellington.



Weed Control Without Chemicals

Creation, regeneration or
rehabilitation of a wetland
will often involve removal of
weed species as well as
encouragement of species
which will enhance the
habitat for wetland bird and
animal life. Apart from the
cost of chemicals, there Is
growing awareness of the
harm some may do to
species in the habitat.

There is & large body of ressarch and
experience relating fo non-chemical wesd
control, much of it linked 1o ofganic
agriculture but alsc of interest to tesa
sesking sifeciive maans of controiing weads
in reforestation and landscaping and
gardening.

A mix of approaches, inciuding thoss es oid
as horticutiure ifiseli. may not compisisly
replace chemicals but may substantally
reduce the nesd for them.

Using avariety of control methods wil isssen
the chances of pariicular we=d specss
dominating sn area. Careful ssiection of
species {i.e., shade, ground cover, annuais,
etc.} for replanting will alse influence what
other species will flourish in ths
microhabitats you create. Be awars that
some “weed" species, such as gorse. broom
or jerusalem cherry. may be useful nursary
species which will gradually be replaced by
the native species germinating and growing
beneath them.

Efficient composting or burning, rather than
fransperting and dumping weed matenal
elsawhara, will lessen the chance of pest
species’ seed being spread.

Mulching

Mulching with a variety of materials,
including clean siraw, pea straw or hay,
controls disezses and supprassas waeds.
Perennial weeds may be better controliad
with cover ¢rops and fallow treatments. A
cover crop can be aliowed to grow on the
ares 1o be planted, then tilled under,
destroying weeds before they go to seed.

Polyathylena mulch warms the soil
(solanising), reduces fertiliser leaching, and
helgs in water conservation and weed
conyol Black mulches suppress many grass
and broadleaf weeds. Paper will suppress
some species.

Clear mulches will allow the soll to warm
izster than opague or black mulches.
Wesds, howsver. will grow under the clear
mulches. Clear mulches can be used for soil
solansation during the summer. Geminating
we=ds will be killed by the high heat under
the muich.

Use of Machinery

Preventing weeds seeding Is the key o
longterm weed control, Hand {ools - hoes,
slashers and pruners - can be effactive over
ome. Mowing and cutling with weedeaters
and lina trimmers will stop tall wesds sseding
and encourage shorter gpecies, Mown
weeds drying on the soil surface form a
mulch which will reduce subsaqusnt
germination. Avoid deep cultivation of the
soil which will bring weed sesds 1o the
suriace.

“Mechanical fallowing™ is an old technique
used in cropping. It involves cultivating the
arsa to be planted and then tilling repsatadly
&t intervals as the weeds appear. This is
similar to the “stale seedbed™ technique
used to clean up a field before planting a
crop whers planting is delayed until a flush
of weeds emerges. The wesds are

destroyed, depleting the weed seed poolin
the top inch of soil, This process may be
repeated ssveral times if your planting
schedule permits,

Thermal Control

Weeds can be selectively killed by
applicatlon of heat, either by using log
burners or steam applicators and even
boiling water (if 2 plentiful source is
available). Some steam systems deliver
steam to an applicatar head through an
insuleted hose. The steam hits the weeds at
temperature of betwean 95°C - 110°C,
destroying them within seconds. Weeds and
pathegens in ihe soil can be kilied prior to
new planting by solarising the soil (sse
above),

Non-chemical Sprays
Homeopathic sprays ars worth investigating.
Organic gardeners or farmers will be abls to
provide information on thesse, Vegetation
contro!l contracters in Auckiand havs
conirolied weeds along roads and footpaths
throughout Auckland City with an crganic
fatty acid derived from coconu: which is riot
harmiul to humans.

Water Regime Control

The natural cycle of many wetlands inveives
alternate pericds of flcoding and drying and
these are crucial to the growth cycles of
wetland plant species. The article, "Water
Regime", in Flight 107, page 9, summarises
the importance of the wat-dry cyele for
maintgining te balance cf plant species in
a given hebitat. The best guide to what
species are most approprigte to a wetiand
under rastoration will be the species
composition of undisturbed wetlands
elsewhere in the regior or locality,

Urban residents, local bodies and
cerporates can foster biodiversity
and create seasonal habitais for
local animals by providing foed,
water, cover and places for wildlife
to bresd. Even the smallest section
can become & wildlife habitat and
aven the most raw subdivision can
be transformed. Some forethought
in planting or renovating a secticn
or other small area can cater for the
needs of a remarkagly diverse
population of birds, mammals,
amphibians and insacts. {See the
photo on the back cover of this issue
which shews what Christchurch City
Council has achieved on iis
oxidation ponds.)

Small Space Conservation ,@\

* Plant food-bearing vegetation -
plants and trees which preduce berries,
nuts and seeds. Plant wildflowers and
leave the seed heads on them during
autumn.

* Encourage natlve plants - they will
adapt o the soil and climate conditions
and are the best way to provide habitat,
requiring less water and fertiliser and
are watershed-friendly landscaping
choices as they contribute less pollution
to rivers and streams.

* Feed the birds - high-calorie foods
like sunflower sead, fat or lard provide
enough energy to help birds through
winter cold. Place feeders out of the
wind and keep them ciean. Small
ponds and fountains will provide water
for many species.

* Provide cover - native evergreens
provide both cover and sead for small
mammals and foed for seed-eating
birds,

= Install nesting boxes - install
roosting boxes in the winter so they
will be weathered and available for
early nasting birds. A brush pile in a
corner will create cover for birds and
small mammals and at the same time
offer a hisernation place for some
species of insects.

* Cantrol predators - uncontrolled
and stray pets are predators. Bell
cats, frap rats and possums, and
kennal dogs.

[Adapted from: Backyards, loa, are habitat
forwildlife. By Marilyn Bauer. ENN Wabsita,
January 17, 2001.]
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Swan at Stoney Oaks !

Flight 107 featured an article on 7 ‘ 5 s
the Stoney Oaks Wildlife Park i X G
operated by Trevor and Gail
Simons at Inglewood. The park
is expanding, as Gail Simons
wriles:

“We would flike to (hank Ducks
Unlimiied, and especially William
Abel, for supplying a beauiiful white
swan for our wildlife park,

“We collected the cob from Otaki and T g 7 D00 7 /
he travelled extremiely well and has ~ *8%7 ' g gy 7 :’,,/,//’.‘%7/;/ Z
settled into our new werland area ; S /;’,,/ ;% 70
begutifully. ) 950

“The swan has been named ‘Royel’,
wihich suits him - a noble-looking bird
whao will obviously be king of (he lake.
We are enjoving fim and know that
thousands of other people will, i00,
overthe years,

“The wetland area opened on Mothers'
Day. I'd love to call it ‘Swan Lake' bia
we're still deciding.”

DUCKS UNLIMITED NEW ZEALAND INC.

For Wedsnds and Waterfowrl
u YES, 1 would wish 10 join Ducks Unlimited ss amember [ Plesise send me further information, | may join later.
Title  First Name Sumame Phone Fax

Address

Mcembership is avatlable in seven calegories:
Jumior (under 16) (L $10  Commbutor (S35  Family (]850  Lifc (one payment) L] S1000
Note: Bronze, sihver, and gold sponsorships, which can be changed annually, include the membership
fee of $35.00 nc.GST. For the halance, sponsors will receive a receipt as proof of a tax deductible donation

Bronze Sponsor D $60 Silver Sponsor Qgizs Gold Sponrsar D $25¢
My donation of S ..o is enclosed. Please find my cheque attached,
Please charge my VISA'MASTERCARD NO: ..oinmmmnmisiicesas o I
BEDIES: oo caiiorssininsiiies OMSTBRIRRE i masesil e ess G RN AT AR
Please renew my membership each vearand charge my creditcard ... YES/NO

ALL DONATIONS TO DUCKS UNLIMITED NEW ZEALAND INC. ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
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Simply Follow Instructions...

Bird banding even has its own urban
legend in the torm of a 70-yvear-old
misprint that has gained new credence,
thanks to the Internet, Last vear, several
newspapers and wire services repuorted
variations on the following tale, which was
areufating widely on the Internet. The
Government, they claimed. had changed
the inscription on bird bands from "Wash,
Biol. Surv.” - am abbreviation for
Washington Biological Survey - because
on some bands “Biol.” was misspelled as
“Boil."

A camper (sometimes & hunter or a
farmer) supposedly wrote to say he found
& crow (or & coot of 4 vulturc) wearing
the band. followed the dirccuions 10 wash,
boil, and serve, but the bird still tasted
harrible.

There May be Something in This...

A soaking wet mdividual in camouflage
gear and waders enlered the psychiatrist's
oifice. deposited his shatgun i the carner
and siaried to explain his problem.
“Doctor, doctor..!™ he starzed.

“No need to repeat yourself, mate,”
replied the doctor, "Onc 'doctor” is
enough.”

*Yeah, well, you see, T've got this
problem,” the man continued. “1 keep
hailucipating that I'm a dog. A large
golden retriever. It's crazy. [ don’t know
what to do!”

“A common canine complex,” said the
psvehiatrist soothingly. “Maove over here
and lie down an the couch.”

“Oh no, Docrer,” the man said, “I'm not
allowed on the furniture with wel paws.”

Late Auction Item

The incentives for members to be there
for the Annual Conference dinner and
auction have been increased by the
donation hy Waikato member George
Blair of a Carnada goose hunting package
for two wvalued at $1.000. Gun.
ammunition, accommodation and meals
will be pravided as required and the
package can be uplifted atany Lime during
the season, including the special
mocnlight hunting season, Further
arrangements will need to he made by the
successtul bidder.

Thanks...

Flight continues to be a vehicle for
publicising the work DU is doing for
wetlands and wildfowl. With the grasifving
help of the increasing numbers of
members who contribute to the content,
especially through correspondence to the
cdiror, the production team of Alan and
Di Wilks and Steve Oxenham bhas
continuett 1o he able o bring Flight out
regularly al reasonable cast. The support
of advertisers, which subsidises
production costs, is valued but there is
always room for more advertising which
would he of interest to members.

Being printed on glossy stock makes
Flight uniquely unsuitabie for wrapping
fish and chips, lighting the fire, o1
mulching around plants on wetland
margins. Recycle your copy and help
spread the DU message - donate it to your
school or lecal library, smugglie itinta your
GP’s waiting room or fend it toa potential
member. - Ed.

Conservation
on the Net

The following 'web sites illustrate how
watlands can formt the focus for teaching
programmas in Schoois and slsewhers 1o
supgort environment education for young
peopie and the wider community: Most of
the sites fisted conrain & range of
resource malenal and programme
outlines which can be simply adapted to
New Zealand.

www.lerrene.org

Established in 1980 as a notfor-prefit.
non advocacy erganisation, the
Tarrene Institute works with business,
govemment, academia and cifizens to
protect our environment and conserve
our natural rescurces. Education and
public cutreach comprise the corner-
stones of the Terrena institute, which
assembles the best minds and
experiise fo provide accurate informa-
tion - and prasents this infermation in
attractive, understandable, usable
formats. This web site contains
extensive resources and suggested
action for wetland education.

www.environment.gov.au/water;
wetlands

Tha web site of the Wetlands Section
of the Environment Australia Marine
and Water Division which administars
the National Weilands Program and
implemenis international conventions
on wetlands and agreements con
migratory watar hirds in Australia,
Areas covered on the site include the
Nationa! Wetlands Programme,
migratory water bird conservation,
Ramsar Convention, the National
Wetlands Ressarch & Developmeni
Programme, and & direciory of
Imporiant Wetlahds In Australia,

www.tigerlink.org/escape.htmi

Education is the key to creating a
genesation armed with enough
knowledge to successiully protect the
environment. The E-SCAPE web site
details a comprehensive envirenmen-
tal programme which intagrates
technology, the ouidocrs. and
educatien through an environmentally
pased curricuium centred on censer-
vation, preservation and endangerad
or threatened species. Established in
the US and supported through the
creation of a unique public-private
saector consertium, E-SCAPE brings
fogether the best of the bestin
aducation. tachnotogy, conservation
and environmental sclencs that
deiivers a high prefile programme for
all participating schocls.

..And there's more. Using a search
angina like Geogle, entsring
"Watiands + saducation” will call up
hundreds of sites, many American,
which show the kinds of programmes
and rescurces available. Many of the
web sites listed in this section of Flight
in previous Issuss also contain
sducational content, Examples include
the Wildfowl and Watlands Trust site
(www.wwt.org.uk), the Department of
Conservation (www.doc.govi.nz}, pius
web sites of institutions fike the

Mount Bruce National Witdiife Centre
(aww.mtbruce@doc.govi.nz).

Funding for Environment
Centres

Nine environment centres throughout New
Zealand will receive funding of up to $30,00€
from the Ministry for the Environment. The
Ministry received 21 appiications for funding
and of the inuat $300,000 availshle, the nine
successful applicants will receive berween
$10.000 and 356,000.

*This tfunding recognises the Government’s
commitmenl to suppoerting environment
centres providing environmental information
and cducation to the community,”
Crvironment Mirster Maran Hobbs said
when making the announcement jointly with
Green Parly co-leader Rod Donald on 29
May,

Maney was allocared to support both existing
centres, and 1o establish several new centres,
Centres wy receive funding include the Far
Norsh Enpvironment Centre. the Chrisichurch
Envirenment Centre. the Dunedin
Environment Ceatre and the South Coast
Environment Centre (Riverton}. New cenfres
will be established in Northiand, Nelsen,
Tauranga. Raglan and Invercargill.

Ms Hobbs said granis made 1o the centres
waould be used ta enver the basic costs, such
as rent. power, phone and salaries.

“Being able o fund these basic administration
costs means that the centres can spend more
fnme providing informatien znd education
programmes o the community, and less time
tTying to fundraise. 10 some cases, it will ensure
that the centre remains open.™

Environment cenires are places accessible 1o
the general public that provide cnvironmental
information and education séevices for Lhe
community. The centres often act as a focus
and meeting place far communily zciion on
environmental issucs. The second funding
round closes al the end of August

Budget Measures for

Biodiversity

The Government’s “Leo 200" package,
released on 9 May, announced new fuiding
to cnhance the protection and conservation
of vur uniyue animal and plant species under
the New Zealand Biodiversity Strulegy.
Aspects of the package relating to biodiversity
included increascd funding for biodiversity
assessment and suppor! by 32 million to $6
millien cxtra, Spending on measures for
protection of threatened species through pest
and weed contrel, and through measures such
as kiwi sanctuaries, was Ly increase by $3
million to $13.5 million extra, and there was
increased additional fonding for biosecurity
Measures.

The additional funding was focused on
achieving the goals of the New Zcaland
Biodiversity Strategy and was o he spread
amongst the Department of the Conscrvation,
Ministry for the Environmen:, Ministry of
Agricuiture and Forestry {Biosecurity) and
Ministry of Fisheries. The Strategy’s main
goals are 1o restore and sustain a full range nf
New Zealand's dwindling species and their
habitats, saleguard the important introduced
specics. and also sateguard tangata whenua
interests in the protection of indigenous plants
and animals. Tunding would  assist
communisics by improving information, and
help landowners and nthers Lo improve the
condition of biodiversity on private land.
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