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pu (NZ) APPOINTS FURTHER DIRECTOR

Your dirveclors are plecased Lo annoance that they have appointed Feteor Maredith
McLaod of Christchurch to Il Board and it iz anticipated his experience and
abilily will greatly streagthen DU aclivities, particularly in tha South Teland.

Petar, who holds an excentive position with the Honsing Corporation in Christchurch
was & founder member of the Upper Butt branch of tha N.Z. Deerstalkers Aszociation;
founder member and past secretary and treazurer of Lthe Heroctaunga Target Pistol
Club: past sacrelary, treasurer and delegate of the Sonthern Branch of ihe
Wellington Acclisatization Society: and previously a Council momber and Game
Committes Chairman of the Wellington Acclimatiszation Society.

Big Wain interast is ‘the prescrvation and expanzion of wildfowl habitat and the
foptering of endangared watcrfowl gpecies within New Zealand. ' He liztzs among his
hobbies - game shooling (he took up yanc shooting at the age of 13, huntad
partridge, pigeons and wildtowl in Lincolnshire and Northusberland prior to
emigrating to New Zealand in 1958 and has hunted duck and upland gama in the
Rotorua and Wellington Acclimatization Soviety districls and Canada geese in North
Cantarbury since 1961); skeet shooting; target pistol shooting; black powder
firearms: trout fishing {=still a beqginner'); bandloading: gundogs: ornithology
and cartridge collecting.

Peter iz a membor of the Belfaat Gun Club, Christchurch Pistol Club, North
Canterbury Gameshooters Club, N.Z. Small Gameshooters Associalion, N.Z. Handloaders
Aszzociation, R,Z. Cartridge Collectors Agsociation and the North Canterbury
Acclimatisalion Socicty.

WELCOME - NEW DU MEMBERS

We ara pleased to welcome Lhe following Lo ocur ranks:

J. Alexander (s) *J_H. Davison (s) Mra T. Muir {s) Y.J.J. Tilley {7
J.M. BallL (F) K.J. Dench (F) R.J. Oatway (F) Mizs K. Tilley {F)
W.J. Brown (T) N.W. Downs s) E.H. friest (F) T-W. Toy (s}
A.B. Catran (&3] G.R. Faircy (s D.B. Robertson (r) *R.G. Vazcy (s)
C.E. Clark (#) C.E. Graham {8} J.G. Schafer (=) H.E. Wagner (F)
P, G. Coyle (s) R.C. NcCoy {F) N. Stanley (s) S.1I. Wheatley (F)
Ed Dawvis (s) G.A. Madgwick (F) Dr M.J. ¥aylor (s) B. wilde (L]
J.D. Eooth &) Miss A.H.J. Janseen(P) Waitaki Valley
Acclimatization Society
* Sponsored by Laurie Godden, Waikato (433

REPORT ON OPERATION HQ

Your divectors are still investigating offers of suitable sites snd cvaluating such propertics and Iheir suitability for
the establizhment of Operation B). Such cvaluations are wndertaken with care and Are time-consuming. We have appreciated
=ome of Lhe genorous offers of land usage which bave been forthcoming from membars and friends of DU. We will keep you
informed of progress inthe next issue of PLIGHT.
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pu's MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

In the last issue of FLIGHT, we set ourselves a target - of doubling membership in the next year. This is a rate of
20 new members per month. At Lhe date of this issue, we have 31 now members since last reporting, rather below our
target, but nevertheless encouraging. We are accelerating our advertising programme and there are ways in which
present DU members can help also. One way, of course, is by word of mouth. There is another effective way - the use

of DU gift cards, particularly at this time of the year. We introduced this programme last Christmas and it was very
successful.

¥ou, as the donor, complete the inside of the gift
card, detailing the type of subscription and the
name of the porson and his address to whom you

wish to give a year's subscripticn to Ducks
Unlimited. The card iz perforated - you

forward the gift card portion to the person ;
of your choice, and return the form with member=~ ‘
ship detalls and your cheque to DU in Hamilton. i
This is an ideal way to solve a difficult '
Christmas or birthday gift problem - for somecne |
who has everything!

DUCKS UNLIMITED, (N2) IHC ‘N\
1f you require supplies of this gift card lease ; -
r:om:h:te iuhe rormP:elcuz £ 2% TAR PLEASURE IN A oF Q‘:\\“‘\\\\
THAT YOU ARE THE RECIMERT ‘n o S T
l '\ Q = oS B
A GIFT MEMBERSHIP e ) Q = e
N ! e T e P o
DU GIFT CARDS = DU GIFT CARDS I DUCKS UNLIMITED SR el Py
1 o7 7
To: Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated Welcaeme 10 Sam Zenund's & o Q
cegasisation . .
P.0. Box 74, Hamilton vl watnriowl Cono 7
\ Your yeor's murmibecship :M""""“ ‘-,__\
Pleass supply me with S s gift cards . ‘“""“"L‘" "“\\ g
Nane Volva o T e o PEeL L PIIN  . w v e >
2 1
Address PN AT SRR S e SUVA B SR RS s
TS Rl S N T S i B \ Dudks Uniimined (NZ) Ine
PO. Do T4,
l Hamileeo, NZ.

DUCKS UNLIMITED ‘T' SHIRT SALES

e are pleased to report that this project is now in profit, to the extent of § 80.

The resmaining shirts in stock (worth
some § 500) represent pure profit for pDu!

What about belping us to turn this stock into cash? Each

*T' shirt costs
£ 3-95. There are two styles available - one portraying the DU symbel on = white background and the other is an adaptation
of a famous 'T" shirt (Ply United) which has been very popular from a. sales point of view with some DU members. ‘The 'T!

a
irts have been well patronised by DU members but, since their praduction a year ago, we have many new members who may

wish to take advantage of this offer. Complets the form below if you wish to order a shirt for yourself or friend/family.

DU *'T' SHIRT OFFER * 1976

Fote: Profits from the
saje of 'T' shirts

Tos Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Incorporated
bepefit Operation Gretel!

P.0. Box 74, Hamilton

Shirts are top guality

Please supply the following DU 'T'" shirts:
polysster/cotton and

No. 5ize Price
there is an assortment
of sizes for both shirts Type & (DU Symbol) $
as follows:

Type B $
From 30-32" chest,
Y, M, O5 & X0S

SN Enclosed i5 my cheque for $
Supplies are limiced ———————e
in some smizing

Name - e a e

Address >

Note: Please include‘an alternative size
preforence becsuse of limited stocks
in some sizing.



REPORT ON OFERATI1ON PATEKE

In the last issue of FLICHT, members were invited to apply to DU o
yeozive Brown Taal. The response has been guite overwhelming and
DU hesdguarters has been inundated with applicstions.

Regretfully, we just do not have the birds tu supply all thosz people who applied
to take a pair. However, hopofully in 1977 - provading the sxisting birds DU
meibers  are helding breed well — we may be in a positicon to supply next broedling
season. Applicsnls havoe been acknowledged and any change in the present situatien
Will be advised immediately.

Wo are swaiting reports fram members who ave hoiding birds regerding their breeding success to date and such members
have been requested to keep DU headquarters fully informed sz (0 Their success rate. President T.¥. Pirani advizes
that one of his hens is currently on her third clutch of eGya,

2 full veport cn this year®s breeding will be in the Christras issue Of FLIGHT.

KEEMAN INSTRUCTION COURSE

h yery sucosssful gathering of Keomen was held recently in Hamilton. On Saturday, 4 September, the Xzemen mat with
other DU cathusiseste at Pokeno and assisted with Lhe placement and erection of Opsration Gretel nesting boxes (nzme
e Lo for full report) and on the Sunday Lock part in an instructlon ourse supervised by Dudley Bell, Kocmen
Co~ordinator.

Aetivitiss covered during the weskend included general Ducke Unlimited information and questions; the nest box place-
mons fur Grey Teal at Fokeno, field identification of marsh vegetation and noxions weeds, planting to honmefit waterfowi,
fdentifivation of watsrfowl and asscciated wildlife — £ield and captive, metliods of counting waterfowl, habitat manage-
ment and improvement,

A wizit waa made to Ian Pirani's ponds where the Keemen experienced firsthand identification of the waterfowl.
the ducks were in good plumage and Keemen were able to note special features at close range, j

Yiemen have heen asked to conduct quarterly counts of = =elected area to assist in identification and also overall

waterfowl data for use by DU and other agencies. 1t was felt that the weekend was an affective one and an spportunity
for Keeman tn meet and work with DU directors and Waikato/Auckland members.

REPORT ON OPERATION GRETEL

OME HUNDRED GREY TEAL WESTING BOXES ERECTED AT FOKENO - by Glen Butts - Cé-Superviser

14 Augusc Work party gachered at Jack Worth's property to assemble ong hundred nest boxes, of which
skout 75 were completed. Craig Worth did a great job branding zll] the boxes.

78 August Remalnder of nest hoxas wore constructed at Jack Worth's.

3 ‘Beptenbey Transgortation of asst bBox poles Lo Tony and Bill Floxssn's property at Pokeno, South Aucklaad.

Thrée dirnctars made srrangemeats for the nest box erection Lhe naxt day. & trailer laad of
poles was 'temporarily sbandoned’ haltway over the properly to the swamp area - tae mach for
lan Firani's cac!

A owork party, comprising 1% DU mombers, gathered at Flexman's property to ercet the boxes,
Trae Dboxes wore placed in §ogrid 13 feet apart. 12 ft half round poles weve then rammed
into the swamp hottom, leaving the pole protruding 5 ft out of the water, Nesting bokes

wWor nailed onto the poles, the bottom of the box about 2 [L above water Loyl
Nesting box enlrsnees were positioned north, soush, sast and west which is more appealing
ro the ducks than one position only. AU the bortomr of Lhe boxes, wond chips znd hay were
placed, kindly supplied by the Flexman's. Kach bex has & 1id at the top for exse of

ingpection and, inside, has half inch wire netting on cne gide for the youny ducks to
use when they want to leave the box.

only- two persnns got half-drowned - Kay and Dick Ball - as. a result of over-enthusiass

an the pars of Panl Pirani, beth took a 'tumble' into the swanp!l Dick, one of Qur very
keon Keemen, and Kay managed to keep their sense of humour!

The working bee camprised Barry Rowe and his son, Petar, from Otorchenga, Xeeman $ig Bronger
trom Matakana Tsland, Murray Dench (KM), Dick Ball (XN) Xay Ball, Colin Paton, Lou Bell,
Leigh Thompson (KM), Craiq Worth, Neville Frwin and six L8 directors. Special thanks to
truck driver, John Fergquscn, who kindly lent his wehicle and to the Flexman family for use
of their facilities and with nasting hox matarial.

nosrrivel s s site, before commencing work, nupErsus Srey Teal were obseryed and it iz
anticipated the nesting boxes will be fully utilised. Regular inspections will be made of
the dres and =11 boxes are numbered For casy reference, This brings the total number of
specislly Gerigned Grey Teal nesting boxes in the Waikalto vegion to 200.

SEE CENTRE PAGES FOR PHOTOGRAPHS  **"
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Kesnen cu-ordinglor and Kewvpen
Murray Peach, Leigh Thompson
Dick Ball and Sig Browgar- 3.
@ r.) al Tokeno

| ) Raft transpertation of posts
|
|

1976 nest hox placement

[ R O RRRBRBREREEEEEEEEEIRIIEIIIIZIDRrrxx————



6 Box assembly 7 Trangportation of boxes to poles

8 Attaching boxes to poles 2 View of boxes

11 Working Party - 'taking a
well earned rest'




KEEMEN REPORTS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

from Taurangs

Hunting was generally poor in the district, wilh reporta
that graeys in the bay f£ar outnumbersd the mallards. It
has been noted thal arcund Matakana Islang, breeding is
well under way with groups of males congregating. The
Bittarns on the Northern Lagoon have been soen to be
necting again. On the South Lagoon, 3 pair Shevelers
appear to have taken up residence for the breading period.

from Narthland

from the Waiksto

It aypesrs that good winter and spring raing have been
beneficial to nesting waterfowl in the Waikato Dasin,
with wost birds astablishing nest sites above flosd
height and it is expected that during the precediog
summer, with a gradual lowering ol waters in the SWamps ,
a good foud sourca will ke constantly available for
young duck. A survey undartaXen by ona of our Xeemen
an Lake Ngaroto revealed that for the 1976 hunti ng
season, 1,612 duck were shot on 557 man days hunting,
A young brocd of 7 Grey duck were observed on 1379776
on the Funiu River - this augers well for the coming
brood season.

Tt has be=n reportad Lhat 3 msle Brown Teal landed in a set of decoys on the Maungaluroto Estuary on & Nay 1976, The
waterfowl breeding this season in the Rotth will be much improved on lask year as the devastating [locés which came
daring the nesting periad have, this year, come earlier and all lageons and swamps have a good, full water zupply.

The Keeman of the district has observed back at the beginning of Rugust good indications for the coming breading
Seazon, with all waterfowl in courtzhip display. Nest boxes have been ercoted for mallards by the Natma Bstyuary and
hopetully will be uzed, The Hikurangi Swanp drasinage proposals ave considering approximately 270 hectarns of land

£ be gsel szide for wildlife msazgoment, This is vory minisal when it is congidered thst approximakely 2,500 heclares

of flat land is invelwved in Lhe scheme.

from Palmerston North

A fair nuating season appears to have heen had in the area and rain disper=zed the duck. Mallard nusbers appear good for
the coming breeding season. Black Swan nunbers appear to De reszonable in the district, with many being seen. The

Commizsion for the Eaviranment has callad for public submis:

sions on the Lands & Survey develapment ares of 1,942 hectarss

4t Moutoa batween Shannon and Foxton — 229 hectares will De set aside as a wildlife reserve.

from Wellington

The past duck hunting seazon in the district favoured tie ducks and, ganarally, 'less in Lhe bac' was Lhe order of the
day. MNeet boXes £or Lray Tedl have baen made for the DU programme. Mallard nest boxos have besr made for placing on ponds.

Tha Wellington Anclimatisation Soriety are nagotiating for the purchase of = substantial picce of land on the West Coast,
fzar Lovin, The Huct Valley Electric Power Board is proposing Lo build seversl dams in the Akatarawa area for Dower
geéneration » Lhis will add nore wetlands to tha South Wellington region.

from Walmate

Waterfowl problems reqarding crop depredations recaiwed an
of Agriculture & Fisheries, Copartment of Trternal affairs

'airing' at ashburtonbetesen the Federated Farmers, Dopartiment
and Acclimatization Suciety.

Trrigation waters in the Wainono fagoon are a boon to waterfowl, especially swan production and their populalics last
Spring/summer incrsased three timns, Eowever, there appear to be differences in the Waihan Rivers cantrol., It ix hoped
that all intorested parties will roach aconciusion Lo the henelis of hoth wetarfowl and agricultare — 21thouqh it now

seems Lhat the lowering of the Wainono Lagvon may be inovitable.

in the Waitski valley.

This will, of course, ha to Lhe dotriment of watorfowl

(nota; the observations of Keemen ara Dbersonal opinions only on cenditions
in their respective areas for the infarmatrion and benefit of Ny

mambers and friends.)

CONTINUING DUDLEY BELL’S TRAVEL REPORTS

Prior to leaving Manitoba a vigit was made Lo & project area of which hoth Ducks Unlimited and Manitoba Department of

Mines, Resources and Envir al Man

t, feel very proud.

Oak Hammock Marshk Wildlife Management Arexs, only 14

miles norch of Winnipeg, eanbraces 3,500 acras of marszh and 4,600 acres of upland hahitat, The aroa has kraditional Ly

attracted large numbers of watarfowl, especially Guring web years.
including Eurhearers, watarfowl, upland game birds, shorebirds and oLiier animals.,

It supports o broad dive ity af regident fanna
Thomsands of dunks, geess;

sandhill cranes and shorebirds uss the ares during spring and fall migration for nesting, feeding and courtship.

.'_I‘érvaﬁuvel with CPAIr is a global affair.
N

CPAir [<
Canadian Pacific




DUDLEY BELL TRAVELS - contd

Formerly a partially drained wet meadow, the ares received Wildlife Management designation in 1972, Naw it serves
a5 & nature interpretive centre and recreation area for naturalists, hunters and students. Plans call for a
permanent wildlife refuge to be established in a portion of the marsh with hunting allowed In other areas after
waterfowl concentrations and flight patterns have been determined.  Other management plans recommend 200 to 500
acres of cereal crops which will ensure an adequate food source for waterfowl. These "lure' crops will help keep
waterfowl away from adjacent grain fields. Such g ch will red preblems between sportsmen, water—
fowl and landowners.

Oak Hammock Marsh is divided into three compartments - each dyked to control water levels - 16 miles of dykes
altogether. In spring, water From snowmelt and natural springs is trapped and diverted into the compartments.
Control gates between compartments allow regulation of water depth=s. This provides waterfowl with ideal breeding
conditions and encourages growth of cattails, bullrushes, sedges and willows so important to the wetland wildlife.

There are S8 man-made nesting islands scattered throughout the marsh, which provide secure nest sites and loafing
sites for waterfowl and shorebirds. The izlands are approximately 4 ft high in the centre tapering to the water,
oblong and 25 yards long.

There are three major obiectives satisfied by the Marsh Management area:

= the encouragement of production and staging of waterfowl and other
marsh wildlife for recreation

- the provision of a living ocutdoor classroom for observation and study
of marsh ecology

= the offer of participation and understanding in ecologically sound
marsh and land management.

Wildlife which has been observed un Lhe Management Arsa include
171 birds, 24 mammals, 3 amphibians, 2 types of fish and 1 reptile.

From Manitcba, we then drove to Saskatchewan Province where we met the personnel of Ducks Unlimited at Regina which
was to be our 'base' Ior 8 weeks of our 5 monthe in Canada. 1 was initiated into ‘'Transect® duck counts immadiately.
We found ourselwes for the first week driving approximately 200 miles per day on these counts. The counts were made
from the vehicle on 4 mile Jong road stretches which have besn used for many years and the area observed is 200 yards
each side of the road, wsing high powered binoculars. Counts are initially made of the waterfowl but note is also
made of water levels in the 'szloughs® ({natural ponds), predominant wegetation types, agriculture surrounding the
<loughs. The transects are made in May, July and September.

The next Transect was a walking one on an 8 mile section of highway - this was to evaluate the waterfowl use of the
road verges and ditches as nesting cover. 400 yard sections of the highway verges were maintained, cut or uncut in
co-operation with the Roads Board. Nests were located, plotted and checked every 2 weeks for the duration of the
nesting season.

Many other DU projects were counted for waterfowl use during the breeding season with special emphasis on Canada
Geese and an area of natural potholes, called the Missourl Couteau — mors of these in later issues of PLIGHT!

BRIEF ITEMS OF NEWS:.

— At the board meeting in June, the following project co-ordinators were

confirmed - Operation Gretel Messrs G. Butts and K. Mackis
Operation HQ I.H. Pirani 2
Operation Patexe I.H. Pirani
Keemsn Group D.G, Bell

= -a new brochure has been prepared for use with publicity materizl - see
opposite - it highlights the Brown Teal programme and we hope will be
a useful advertising aid.

- HMobil Environmental Award - DU was not successful with its application
for an award. Mobil have advised thal, from 129 applicants, 14 qrants
were made totalling § 10,000. While this iz disappointing news, the
company points out that all the applicants supported worthwhile causes
and they had a difficult decision selecting the finsl Ffew.

- we express our sincere Liunks to Jack Tilley of Wellington who has made
A generous donation to DU's work — Jack has been closely associated with

DU directors and members over the years and we welcoms him warmly to m&%-rmm
the group. SCAUP, BLACK SWAN AND
OTHERS OF THEIR BREED

= The pext annual conference of Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Inc will be held -
in Auckland in June 1977. Watch for further details! Rewember lask :
yoar! 1977 promises to be even more exciting and interesting with T iy s s -
3 o T Seorvd PP,
i, e&%ﬁ;

auction goads, DU dinner otc,




ERIEF ITEMS OF NEWS - contd

=~ DU has received a postal note for § 5 from a friend (in mid Avgust) in an envelope postmarked Auckland - but with
ne other identification. We are regarding this as an anonymous donation meantime But if one of cur readers
recognises this as his contribution, or a friend's, Ppleage advise DU headquarters in Familton asz we would like to
record kis/her name in our 1ist of members.

= DU Auckland directors ware pleased to wolcome Pam Newhouse of Versmont U.S.A. to New Zealand in September. Pam was
making 2 flying visit to Lhis country and spent =oma time in Rotorna and called a3t Cueenstown and Milford Sound —
Areas she has longed to visit for many years. Fam worke for the Orvig Corporation, U.S.A. and iz quoted by Xeith
C. Russell, WV U,5.A, Vice President based in Cleveland, a2z 'a gnod friend of Ducks Unlimited'. Paw is responsible,

among other duties at Orvis, for allocating charitadie donstions by Orvis to the various DU chapters in the Unitad
States,

PICTORIAL REPORT ON DU ACTIVITIES IN WELLINGTON REGION

Picture No 1 shows DO memder, Arthur Thomas of Lower Hutt at work on weed clearance on a pond in Weinoiomata,
Wellington district. This pond was praviously good waterfowl habitat, but it had dotariorated over racent years
becausc of the weed problem. On two occasions, Arthur and director Neil Rayes, have rostored the pond Lo something
like its former coundition — as can be seen in_pictures 2 and 3, fhi= iz the typs of work which DU wants to get its
membars Involved in, and there are many aréas {n New Zoaland which lond themselves o this sort of work.




