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NATIONAL PRESIDENT - DU USE -~ MR GAYLORD DONNELLEY VISITS DU NEW ZEALAND

Mr Gaylord Donnelley's visit at the end of March was indeed a 'flying' cone - little more than 24 hours spent
mostly inthe Waikate. On his arrival, Mr Donnelley met with DU Waikato directors and their wives and the
following day visited member Barry Rowe's Xiwi house at Otorohanga. Heavy rain marked the entive vielt but did
not appear to deter Mr Donnelley’'s enthusiasm for seeing and photegraphing as much as possibie. After viowing
adult and baby Xiwls in the pocturnal house complex, o visit was made to Lake Whangapae (hlack awan ¢ountry)

and from there to Teny Flexsan's proberty at Pokeno, the site of Operation Gratel nest boxes. The rain continued
to fall and Mr Donnelley continued to be unaffected by the elements - in atrocious conditions, he took photographs
of the nesting boxes and Tony's sheepdogs working. The final call was Ruckland airport = although at one stage,
when Lhe car became stuck in 2 muddy patch in one of Tony paddocks, Mr Donnellsy must have wondered if he would
make the ‘plane!

During Mr Donnelley's wisit, lan Pirani - DU NZ President = presented him with a copy of Buller's Birds of Hew
Zezland ax well =5 2 copy of membar Jack Byrne's book - Duck lunting in New Zealand. BHenry Lickers, director and
‘honorary' photographer for the wvisit took pholographs throughout and prepared a small album £or Mr Donnelley
visuelly recording the call te this country. Although it was all too brief, the vizit was apprecialed by the
New Zealsnders ané Mr Donnelley seemed Lo enjoy it slyo. It was another walusble opportunity to meet with one of
our friends from North America and for discussions on our favaurite topic - ducks.

Below is an extract from a recent letter from Mr Donnelley:

"Yom may have heard that the DU annual meeting held in
Moxico city was @ great sucoess, The Mexicane went
all out to give us a royal welcome and entertainment.
It was an international event. I rveported on By visit
with DU (N2} Inc. and all expressed our disappointment
that = reprasentative could not be with us. However, I
did explain that you thousht it was more important to
spend the money on the ducks, rather than to travel half
way round the world, no matter how mich information and
fun is to be had: With very best wishes to all New
Zealand DU'ers and their wives. — Gaylord Donnelley.' Mr Gaylord Donnelley with lan Pirani (right)
and Paul Pirani, President & Vice President
Ducks Unlimiced (NZ) Tnc.

FURTHER NEWS ~ CPERATION HD

A5 reported in ovr previous issue, a ssarch is under way for &n zrca of suitable land to be made available by
intarested landowners for the establishment of DU's naticnal headquarters and waterfowl dlsplay area. We have
been delighted to receive several offers o wview land which may be suitable. Mr ¥.L. Sands, Chairman of the
National Council of New Zealand Acclimatisation Societies, has also coflersd nis personal support and that of
the society in assisting with DU's work and in the establishment of a naticnal headgusrters. Mr Sands offered
to assist with discussions with & Domain Board for the use of an area of land cwned by the board and which he
considerad would be very sultable for our purposes. This most welcoms offer iz baing investigated along with
other generous offers from DU members, and several farmers - all offers are nost appreciated and the generosity
of these persons iz overwhelming. Wa will keep members fully informed of progress with regard to the location
of an appropriate proparty.

KEW MEMRERS =~ We walcome warmly the following new members:

P. RAshley (¥) Mre P. Gilmer (s} J. C'Hearn F)
R.J. Barg {F) G. Girvan (F) Thomas Powell (F)
CAC Industries Ltd (T) D. Haxrvey (s} W, Pritt (S)
J. Campbell (#) H., Jones ) ¥re G. Pym (8)
J. Cheyne (8} D.W. Xing ®) G. Pym (s)
M.H. Davidsen (P) I. MeLaren ®) Rotorua Gun Dog Club (F)
R. Donaldson (F) K. Nartin (¥} K.R. Stutt (s)
R.5. Poden (3) D.A. Nechoff (F) C.W. Thomas (F)
K. Gamble (F) M. Nehoff (F} D.J. Thompson (F)

G.M. Thamson (F)




MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

We have decided to get ourselves a target of DOUBLING ocur membership (at March 222) this year! This is & rate
of approximately 20 new members per morth, What about helping us! We will report in each issue of FLIGUT on
ocur progress at achleving the target. Wae had 28 mesbers joln since production of the last FLIGHT. Let's see
if we c=n IRIPLE this to 60 next time!

AZPOINTMERT OF XEEMEN ANNOUNCED

We were pleased with the response to cur call for Keemen - unfortunately, in some aistricts, we had more than one
spplicant and haé to make a choice. However, we guggested to thrunsuecessful applicants that they co-crdinate with
the Keeman in their srea and supply him with information to give s complele coverage. The Keemen for DU have been
aopointed by the directors and hold chelir positions for a period explring 31 March 1977 when the position will be
reviewsd by DU and by them. The directors are also froe to sppoint furthey Keemen in other regicas if membera
approach then offering to undertske this work. 1hHe Koemen are;

Northland = M. Towrie Tauran3a - 5. Broicer
Whangarei = J.W.n. Dyer Falmarston North - L. Thompgon
Hamilton - M.R. Dench wellington = P. Taylor
Taupiri = R.K. 221l Waimata - R.D. Femwick

Pirector, Dudley Ball, is co-ordinating the. afforts of Kesnsn and below is 3 summary of their [irst reports - we hope
you £ind thelr commants asz interesting ard of valus a2z the executiva have dane. Keemen are ouy voluntary cbservars
and are persons with a keen interest in and knowledge of ihe many problams confronting the waterfowl rescurca. this
ix a vital role and Kesmen are the 'watchdogs' of the environmant and the 'key' to DU's waterfowl maragement SUccess.

XEEMEN REFORTS fyom the Waikato

Quod waler conditions throwpgh the susmer and into autumn
epabled the duck ta disperse well throuqnout the district.
It appearad that the hunter cbtained very qoed bags during
the first two weeks but pressure on the birds tailed off
doring the latter psrt of the season. Duck bagged wers
in excellent condition and Lhis may be attributable to the
later maize harveat, Wildlife refuges variazd from 'Icaded’

4 4 at Cambridge Park, ©o 'nrormal’ at Hurrellsa Lake 'E' at
Horasham Downs ta 'lass than ususl' &t Iake Wangakaware st
Paterangi and Hamilton Lake whers a count of 2,000 {abawve
4 normal resident populstion) was recorded on Thursday 27 May.

Take Ngaroto near Te Mwamutu had a visit from = pair of
SCAup on Sundsy 2 May, the first time for many yearz. There
has been & colony of white heron living on the southern

(=3 ! radigd
from Falmerston North and Fellding shores of the laXe. Lake Wahi at Huntly appesred tu have an

This ares has many hundreds of hectares in grain influx of swan during the season, ny of which have been
sropping but the hunting season appearsd varied, obgerved in pre nuptial coursship displays duripg the first
along with fhe ducks® condition.  Grey Duck week 1n . June, Dake Waikare had its ususl high popuilation
population appears stable in their sedentary arcas ot waterfowl using the wildlife refuge in the centre of the
as do Barsdise duck aumbsrs. Shoveller vere observed lake during tha fixss week of the hunting season but the
primarily near the coast during the hunting seviad. pumbers appeared to be lower lster in the seascn.

frop ¥orthland and Whengared

two serong flash floods ripped through rivers and lowland marshas at the geagen's peak cansing much disruntion Lo
waterfowl production. Groy=s suffered poorly, as ¢id mallards. Snoveller, a later nester, were lucky and swan did
well in the aveas this season as well as Paradise duck - well snough to ke included on the hunting licence. Thera
ig a suggeslion of many second or late broods of duck this scason - poagibly as a result of the flood conditions.

It ie conasidered that the 10 bag limit o Pukeko in the Northland area may be too high and ag an incantive to huncers
to parsue the birds and alse to assist Lp thely management, & lower 1imit of 5 or 6 would perhapes cause hunters to
sirsue them and also thers may be no wasla of birds as can oceur when & high limit of 10 is permitted.

% swamp area near Dargaville in the Hobson acclimatisation soclety district has been handed over to the Wildlife
branch, Department of Internal Affairs {comprising 29.4 hectares of Wharautopu C Management Avea) for wildlife
managenent. There ig an excellent wildlifs area ab Bangiunw Bay (Awanul Harbour) in the porth. It i= an area
suifmring from partial drainage but scampriszes low sandstone ridges and some water expanses. Development £or
waterfowl in this area conld benefit Nerthland populations. wildlife develepment in the Hikurangi swamp,
involving the North Island scclimatisation society council ig under way and in anumber of years may gain control
0f the Hikurangi Arm (approx 900 hectares) for management in co-operation with the Catchueat Commissicn.

Hunting geagon summary of a few NHorthland swanQs:

Hikwrangl (Whangarel society) — good but not as qood as in the past — although better than last year.

Rangiuru Harbour [(Margonui society) - good on the west generally, but patchy on east., TLarge rafts of duck on
bay - 50 plus.

sand Dune Lakes - poor, light bags. Mallard population hich, perhaps three guarters of the total and the total

waterfowl pepulation is experiencing habitat drainage in Jargs aress. Many farm propertics construct stock water

ponds which walterfowl use, but thisz in no way replaces habitat lost to drainage.
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FURYTHER NOTES ¥ROM DUDLEY BELL'S TRAVEL DIARY

We £lsw from New Zoaland on 3 May 1974 ané arrived al the hmad office of DU Canada in winnipeg, veady and cager
to experience one of the mosl dreamed sbout phases of wur lives. My wifte, Iyn, was a constant cowpanion during
my study trip in Canada although she renegged a couple of times when rather bunpy air flights were likely o he
undartaken and thiz was one of Lhose times. The very first insight into the great Canadian Prairies and Forest
lands was in Whe form of a flight in a Cessna aircraft over Lake Manitoba and its adjoining marsh sreas of this
huge lake. We tcok off from Portege la Prairie and flew for 5 hours only then cavering half of the l=ke area and
the river linking lakes Manitobs and Winnipeg, f1his river is gubject to remarkable changes in water levels which
delracts from waterfowl use to some extent. The river was ab a high flow level at Lhe time bacause the lakes
wern still thawing after the wintey freezs. Lake Mardtobe was still well frozen and looked beautiful from the
a2ir, with juat a strip of exposed water round the shoreline and in the shailow bays. Across the Lce was  evidence
of winter activities such as icé fishing and hunting visible in saowmebile tracks winding thelr way across the

icy wastes. d

Many waterfowl were seen and counted by the two provincial biologists on the flight, while they kept up 3 constant
patter of things of interest passing below us. Wo counted many pairs of Canada geese on marsh srcas hetween the
o lakes. These were part of the Interlaken Goose populabllon estimsted at 23,000 birda. The £light took us
over many different yecsraphical formations, ona of the most interesting of which was a chain of lakes formed by
ice pressure ridges. Those had scant emergent vegetation and nest cover as overqrazing is deplating the habitat
rapidly. Another area was a private marsh called MarsiyFoint of aver 3,000 acres where, with management, a very
high concenlrativn of waterfowl were able to he seen. Many Canzda goose nest platforms weore eractsd on this
msrsh.  That year's high water levels resulting from very heavy snow fall had lowered production from Lhis marsh
roticeably, even though the season had just commenced. We then flew over an ares called Lake Srancis - 2,500
acras - where water levels will be controlled by a DU concrote wier., The marsh behind this wier will benefit
from optimum water levels duriyxg all scasens,

Then, on passing nver Delta Marsh Resoarch Area, we chsarwed
15,000 Snow and Blue Geese which wark a wonderful sight from
the 'planc, looking dowd 'on top of all these winging geese.

I lates paid a ground visit with DU Chierl biolagist, Mr Teith.
The Delts marsh is about 36,000 aores, fed by streams off the
Fortage Prairie and heing formed behind a ridge of built up
debris along tha Manitoba Lake adge. There are four gaps in
his ridge and wind Lides ebb ané flow tarouth these, creating
variable water levels in aspecizlly the larger bays. Isolated
slonghs, scaltered among dense stands of Phragmities depsnd on
surface ron off for water supply. They may become dry during
the summer. Duck iphabil the marsh for seven months. Snow Gesges

Tocation - Oak Hammock

Few regivns of North America have heen studied more intensely

as here aro Jecated the Delts watarfowl research station and

the University of Manitoba fiald station. DU also assist wilhy funds for research and developmenz. This was a
fascimating place Lo visit and a hiwe of =scientific activity whers 15 to 20 masters and doctorate students gather
information for their degrees. B perticular study, which was of interest to me, gave as purt of the results the
following facts: nest cover more Than 100 yards from water accommodated 10% Shoveller, 24y #Mallard, 29%
Gacwall and 31t Pintail. Tae L[irst twe are of lnterest here in New Zealand. At the end of the flight ahd my
subseguent winit to Delta, I was sure that I would be in for many more axciting and vealuable expariences. DGB.

REPORT OK OUR 1976 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HELD IN WELLINGTON

Thisz was a moat succeszful and exciting event and we did the enjoy Lhe cpportunity to meet with mesbers from
211 over the country, Financislly, the get-tcgether was algo & great spocess, Financial results were:
Door sales totslled § 420 and, with payments in connection with the confarence i,e. hall hire, dinner etc.,
of $ 358~10, wa netted $ 61-90. The auction rosults raised § 776-50! This gave a totel final profit tor
the evening of § A38-40 - a wonderful contributinn to DU's work.

Toe profit figure above reflacts the lremendaus generoeity of the auction donors sad we wish to thank them
here.  After publicaticn of the last issuc of FLIGHT, in which we mentioned the donors, scveral othér donors
cams forward and we list below 51! those who have assicted in the achievenment of thi= great fundvajsing effvrt.
We publicly thank again:

Allan 6. Mitchell Ltd, Auckland Mr and Mrs Gerry Malaher, Canada
Colonial ammunition Company, Auckland Ngans Sport Cenlre, Te Awamuts

Ducks Unilimited Inc. U.S.A. Tan Parnham Gallery, Hamilton

Email Industries Ltd, Wellington Rice Printers, Hamilton

The Gallery, Bamilton Sports Depat, Wellington

Groudswaard Taxidermist, Cambridge Roy OQatway, Hamilton

L. Gaskell, Tuakan Waikato locksmith & Gunemith Scervicas
Hamilton Bast Sparts Shop Wollington Sporting Arms Company
Igcos Limited, Welllngton Wilsons Sports Shep, Hazmiltan
Mullins Pharmacy, Canmbridgs Wilf wright - Potter, Waikans

PLEASE SUPPORYT THESE DONORS WITH YOUR CUSTOM - REMEMBER, ''HEY ARE BEHIND DU AND
THE WORK IT |5 UNDERTAKING POR WATERFOWL - THEY HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR GOCDWILL
AND ENTHUS1RSM FOR OUR WORK WI'TH THEIR CENEROSITY.

We alse thank the directors who made qenercaes donations Loward tha auction; thanks also 4o T.G. Hunt and

Wilf Wright who could not attond the annual conference buk who sent a donatiosn towsrds dinnor profits.

Speclal thanks go to Mr K.G.W. (BL11) Wilkinson, our excellent auclicnesr whe, with his infactious peraonality,
22t the mood for the auction which went with a swing.




AUCTION The auction was undoubtndly the climex to a very exciting day'e proceedings. Bidding was very
spirited on all item= and all were 'knocked down' at well in excess of their true value. With

the help of our enthusiastic auctionesr, Bill Wilkinson, members pregent became quite carried away with

bidding - however, all purchasars seemed gqenuinely pleased with their acquisitions. The highest price reached
was for Larry Toschik’s print 'Symoliony of Avtumn' and the successful bidder was a prominent Wellington membor.
I+ wae a pleasant way to 'extrsct' funde from wildlife supporters - again we thank the donors and; of course,
the bidderas who also let their yenercelty run away with them.

KINUTES

below are Formal minutes of the anmal confarenco. Hegretfully, lack of spdce prevents inclusion of the verbatim
addresse= of the interesting sposkers who addresscd members present.  Many speskers went over allotted kime and
mobers added to this time factor with their guestions - positive prool of auvdience interest. It was a long
neeting bub at no time did intersst appear to 'flag' and everyone present appeared to enjoy lumensely the
proceedings and meeting with members from other regions,

MINUTES CF THE SECOND ANNUAL CONPERENCE OF DUCES UMLIMITED §z) INC.,
HEID AT THE WHITE HERON LODGE, WELLINGTON ON SRTURDAY 24 APRIL 1976 AT 1 PM

WETLOME

the Fresident, Mr Jaux Piranl, welcomed the mesbers (a totsl of 42) end recorded the following apologles - Messrg
R.T. AGam=, S. Bronger, R.J. Cook, J.W.A. Dyer, T. Hunt, I. Jensexn, ¥.H. Iickers, D, Morrison, D. Peryer,

¥.L. Sands, Dr M. Williass and Wilf Wright. [O= menticned that many present had travelled long distances to attend
the meeting - from Puckland in the north as far as Christchurch in the South Tsland.

Mr Birani said that Me Y.L, Sands, Chairpan of the National Council of New Zealand Reclimatisation Socisties had
been invited o attend - he was not able to do =0 but had telsphonedoffering his and the society's support for
the work DO was undertakdng. He sent with hisz apologies warnest regards to DU members and best wishes for a
succpssful westing and gald he would azsist in any way he could o egtablish DU's Operation #l, plus with other
work. Me Piranl 35id DU needs, and wants, clése llajson and cowoperation with the Buckland Society and this
approach Lrom Mr Sands shonld be considered a BrazXihrowsh.

Mr R.T. Adams sont his sincere Yeqréts at not baing prasent — he was unwell and could not bé speaker,. He had
arranged for #r Noel Hellyer to speak in his place. “he President wished Ralph beat wishes for a speedy rscovery.

MINGPHS SREVICUS MEETING

The minutes of the provicus m:ctiug, having been circulated to all members in FLIGHET 3/75, were taken as read
and confirmed.

CONSTDERRTION ANNUAL REPORT

Mr Firani delivered his annual report which had heon circulated to all membere previously and commonted further -
on spscific items i.e, the visit of Mr Gaylord Donnelley, National President of Ducks Unlimited Inc. U.S.A., the
Mulshers from Canada and the news of Nr Y.L. Sands cifer to assist with Oparation Hp. He also added there
had been offers of land usage from other interesbed landownexs, farmers - a thovough investigation would be
made of all offers to avaluate and adopt the most suitable site.

The President copmented on the financial situation illustrsted in the financlszl statement-and mentioned proposals
o effect an improvement in it including an approach to an oil company which grents awards “for environmental

study and research. 2n approach had been made for assistance with Operation Pateke, to assist the Brown Teal
pepulation. It wae strespad that tight and watchful control wae kent on finannes to amploy them to best advantage.

Aelp received £rom individuals was alsc acknowledged — Mr 5. Rronger and the Waitete Timber Company, Te Xuiti
for their positive and practical assistance with donsted materizla. Bgsistance and advice from DU's frionds in
the Wildlife Service was also gratefully acknowledged with special thanks.

The financial statemant was approved and adopted by mewbers present.

ELECTION CF 1WO DIRECTORS (REPRESENTING NEMBERS)

Under the provieions of Rule 3, Messrs Glen Butts and Xelvin Mackie - members' representatives, being eligible
offered themselves for re-alaction to the board. The President called for further nominations - none were forth-
coming and, after being moved and seconds=d by members, the President daclared the two men re-elacted and mentioned
the contribution they had made during their previous term, on members' behalf, to the operations of DU.

REFORT PRUM MR D.G. BELL

The President introduced Me Dudley Bell wha spoke at lengih, and with great enthusiasm, on his visit to the
United States, Canada snd the United Xingdom - the summaries of which are appesring fn FLIGHT regularly, #r
Bell anewersd many guestions at the conclusion of his talk which illustrated the interest taken in-his experiences.

REPORT ON 1975/6 WATERFOWL BREEDING SEASON END OPERATION GRETEL e

Director, Henry Lickers, was to have presented this report but as
he was unable to be present, Mr Jack Werth prasented it on his
behalf, concluding with sane remarks on the Groy Teal project and
plans for the futura. This was followed by questions from the
floor - there was then a brask for refreshment.




GUEST SPEAKER - MR NOEL HELLYER

Mr Heliyer, Wildlire Survey Officer with the Department of Interpal Affaivs,
talked cencerning the Wildlife Services habitat development programee at tho
hwaiti Wildlife Management reserve nesr Matata, Day of Plenty - during his
talk he coplayed colour slides which clesrly fllustrated the problems and

how bhese were. eventually overcome. Mz Hellyer's talk creatsed much interest,
illustrated by the many questions from the floor at the conclusion of his
comments,

a %

The President thankad Mr Hellyer for his stimilating prasentation which gave
members much to think sbout when ccasidering management of watland arcas.

REPCRT Off OFERATICN PATEEL

Dr Warray: williams was unable to present his talk but ke had arranged for his paper to be resd by H.I. (Bud) Jones,
Dl @iractor.  His comeats Gealt specifically with Browm Teal liberations and helow is the texU of his =ddress:

‘The first liberations of caprive reared Brown Tesl were made on to Take Kopurtara and
Omanuka iagaon 10 the Manswaty in June 1974. Thirty-two birds from ¥t ruos, including
sume old pinioned stock, ‘together with another eight birds supplied by Trever Voss and
Murray Powell comprizad that initial liberaticn and we know that scame of these, incloding
= pinionad bird wepe still alive 18 monthe later. In 1975, 18 birds from Mt Sruce and
Eive =npolied by Neil Hayos were released and Lwo months agn 2 further 16 birds from Nt
Brucs wers sek free - iy a1l, & kotal of 79 birds,

Since the initiai liberation, birds have been saen regularly, particularly at Lake
Foputara. There, the resideént farmer often sess them foading orn his flelds near the lake.
Wa have had reports of thenm from Ornithological Society membars when surveying the lakes
and ‘swamps: and only iast month we recorded them on both liberstloa lakes. In addition
we have recorded them on Foxton No 3 laks, about 1% miles frem ¥oputara and a single kird
nas been seen on Pukepuke LAgoon abovt 4 miles from Omsnuka. This is very sncoursqing
for it indicates that the birds will disperss away frow the Jibaeration sites. —Sadly,
hcmcver‘ we have no evidence yet thet they Bave brad on these lakcs - thie is aomsthing

T will Be following wary clopaly naxt gaassn.

The brecding performance at Mt Bruce has not come up Lo expectations, Two years ago, we
cbtained wild birds #= ncw breeding stock but they have taken longer to adept to captivity
than we had sxpected - indeed, scue birds trapped as adolts still have not really settled
down. In sose ways, that is good for we now kmow that we shoulé remove oaly juvenils
birds from Great Barrier - not adults. Desgpite disappinting results these past twoe yoars,
I have nhigh hopes for Mr Bruce next yvear.

At the momant I have a request before the Pauna Protection Rdvisory Council to remove 22
pairs of Brown Teal from Great Barrier Island, Half of these will be handed over to Ducks
Unlimited as breeding stock: the others will be releazed to supplement the Menawstu
libsrations. The Council mects in a fortnight's time and I confidantly expect then o
approve theso plans,

I am acytely aware that captive rearing programses have a tendency to be net consumers

of wildiife, rather than producers — the whole history of captive brecding has few guccess
stories. I intend thoreforae that mo further wild Brown Teal will ko removed from Great
Earrier Tsland tn provide brecding stock. Operation Pateke must be campletely self
supporting or else its continuation will further epdanger Brown Teal. I feel sure that
with the pairs 1 hope to provide Ducks Unlimited in a couple of monthx time, there will be
sufficient captive stock available to maXe the project a success.

Ducks Unlimited's initial year, I think, was very encouraging anéd I look forward to youwr
succasses in the forthcoming year. - Dr Murray Williams.'®

Mr Jack Worth, co-ordinator of the Operation Patcke project follcwed up with scme comments, Lull details of
which appear later in this issue of PLIGHT.

GENERAL BUSINESS :

at this point the President cslled for quest.lona from the floor - several guestiong were raised concorning
futurc operaticns of the group, the matter of South Tslsnd represzentation and an lrcveasge in revhership in
that part of the country, plus the subject of membership generally ané piansto increase it,

MONIES

o £ilme wers shown - 'Wood Duck's World' kindly loaned by Ducks Unlimited U.S.A. and consigned courtasy of
CPF Air and 'The Mallard' kindly lcaned by mesber John Dyer of Horthland. Both Filme aroussd a good deal of
intsrest. ;

CONCLUSICH

At the conclusion of tha movie viewing, the Preasident thanked warmly all those present for participating and
contributing to the success of the conforence) he declared the conference <¢losed and invited nesbers Lo join
him for refreshments followed by the dinner and auction proceedings.

RARARARRARARR



OPERATION PATEKE

Jack Worth, Project Supervisor for the Brown Teal proiect has prepared the following rotes on the captive rearing
of the Srown Teal. Application to nold a pair of Brown Teal may be nade on the form at the conclusion of these
notes.

INTRODUCTION

During theo next ten years, Ducks Unlimited has committed itself to the captive rearing of over 1300
Brown Teal for liberaticon by the wildlife Service at selected sites throuvghout New 2saland. 1Thiz is a
compined attempt by the Wwo organisations t¢ re-sstablizh this now endangored species in some of its
former haunts. To fulfill thie target, we are soliciting our interested members to take a pair of
these ducks with the cbjective of raising as meny progeny a= possible and so assist us in reaching

our goal.

ks you are aware, Brown Teal are a fully protected specles and require & permit from the Wildlife Serwice
before they can be confined in captivity. This permit will be forthcoming to members, provided they are
prepared o erect a suitsble snclosure and comply with the conditions of the permit which are simple ana
straightforward.

As a measure of compensation the Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited are jointly paying the sum of § 10
for every bird accepted for liberation, and this payment will be made upan receipt of an account from the
breeder fmmedialely the birds have been deliversd.

The Wildlife Service will be handling the liberation part of this projoct but Ducks Unlimited is responaible
for the asgembling and coneigning of the birds. To ensure that a steady delivery programme can ke maintained,
members participating in the breeding arge reguested to keep tie supervisor posted with progress laying,
hatching and rearing results. Speclel forms will be issued for this purpase and it is essential that an
accurate record is maintained.

Az A guide to membars 1 have detailed some suggestions that may be of assistance when constructing a holding
pen and the feeding and caring of the birds and ducklings.

MOLOING PEN

An adequate pen size would cover an area of roughly 24 aquare metres and would have walls 2 metres hich. The
roof could be coverad aver, but this wonld anly be advisable if the size of the nebting being used would
preclude smparrows ané vermin such as Stoat  and Weasels, otherwise there is little to be gained by covaring
the top as tha birds you will receive will be pinioned and a two metre fence will contain them.

The nelting on the walls should be 12mm (&) but larger neeting will suffice if you already have this ln stock.
It 1s goocd policy Lo burn the bottos of the netting out on the ground for a distancs of 300mm and peq il down
Uagnt with purpose made wire staples. (Thisz provents vermin from burrowlng, especially rats Lif they are about
a8 in country areas. Watar should be piped into the pen and 3 pond or Lank ab least one metre sguare by 300mm
derp should ke provided in an exposed position. Care must be taken to ensure that the sides cof the pond arc of
rongh texturs se the ducks can climb out, and at all times make cerlain that the pool is kept topoed vp with
frash water, If the pond that you are using has smooth sides, then drape small guage netting down inte the
water sc the bixds can gain traction.

The pen can be planted out with wvarious ghrube to suit one's personal taste, but | wonld racommerd that at least
one goad sized Toi Tol bush be positioned at a poinl at lesst six fect from the walls of the pen. The Teal
favour the Toi Toi along with native crasgees for natural nesting sites, and they will alse provide all the
necessary cover againel the elements.

NESTIRG SI1THS

The Teal are carly nesters and once you notice the drake sourding off at your approach, then you can Keep an
eyé out for a pessible nesting site. They prefor to past in the middle of a protective plant guch as Toi Toi,
Fampas or similayr type of bush but will use almost any type of shelter if nothing natural is available. Fiwve
gallon drums, apple boxes or old cream cans will suffice, just cutting a 5" hole in one &nd and half filling
with clean hay or pine needles. Place the drums or boxes on the ground against soms vegetation o that the
entrance hole is partially hidden.

FEEDING REQUIREMENTS

Ihe parent birds' diet should consist of layer peliets, wheat, waize, sand and coyster grit., The grit and sand
can be spread on the ground around the pond, forming & tidy path and the birds can draw theilr needs from this

scurce. The main diet should be pellets with a weekly addition of the grains, or if you wish Lo pre-mix your

ration, then aboul five parts pellets to one part grain. This dict can e fed daily ab a set time, providing
sufficient, 50 the birds can consume their ill in sbout 20 minutes - or be hopper fed so that Lhe birds have
access all the time.

The ducklings should be started off on a Game Starter ration, or & Turkey Grower crumble which can be obtalned
fram most stock firms. They should have access Lo food 24 hours of the day and great care should be Laken to
ensure that no stale or damp food is lelt lying about. & good policy is to change the food every day and clean
up all surplus and wasted feed that may be scattersd sbout. ‘The food should be fed dry and the ducklings will
soon learn Lo carry the feed to the water. Sand, fine grit and water should always be available.

BREEDING

Tha duck should lay batwsen 4-7 eggs and will commence sitting after laying the second to last egg. 7The
incubation period iz 28 days and if left to do thelr own thing, mske (az a ruls) axcellent mothers. However,
for the more exparienced breeder, theuse of Bantame as foster parents i5 recommended, as the removal of the
eggs just after the hen hss commenced sitting will induce the femais to provide a second, Lhird and even a
fourth clutch on the odd occasion, thus boosting the averall production.

If trying the Bantam method, please ensure that the baby ducklings only have access to water that they can
drink from, such as a small chick drinker or a saucer Lilled with stones or marbles, as if allowed to becoms
wet they will becowe chilled and die very guickly. The 8antam has no natural method of ciling the youngsters
and thus they loose thelr insulation. It takes about five weeks from birth for the duckling's oil gland to
beccme functional =nd I recommend that they be kept away from bathing water during this period. Cn no account
eyer place Bantam rearnd ducklings back with their parents, as they will be attacked and killed at first
opportunity.



OPERATION PATEKE - contd

CONCIUSIOR

Ducks Unlimited (NZ) Inc is deeply indebted to the Wildlife Service for the oppeortunity to share in this
worthwhile preject and we trust thal this will be the first of many such schemes where we can jointly
work tcgether for the mutual benefil of cur waterfowl,

Members who have the facilities autlined above. and who are interested in taking a pair of Brown Teal
for breeding are reguested to caiplece the form below:

To: Project Supervisor - Operation Patcke
Ducks Uplimired (NZ) lnc - P O Box 74, Hamilton

APPLICATION
T HOLD Ry R A e R N e e it i S N R S ST
BRUWN TEAL

IN CAPTIVITY of (bowe addresa) . . « « . .+

.
'
.
‘
.
.
.

B e o e TN B 2T i R ST e RSt 4 . 7 N

being a financial member of Ducks Ualimited (NZ) Incorporated
wish Lo make application te receive, on loan, a pair of Browm
Teal. I heréby usgree to abide by the Wildlife Service permit
conditions sand tully uaderstand that these birds snd any
progeay msy be reczlled at any time by authorisation of the
Wildiife Service.

Pate . . ..o oa oo Signed . o v v o0 e aw e v g e s

MALLARD TYPE NESTING BOXES

For some time, dembers have been reguesting we supply them with e drawing for a typical mallard-typs nest hox
50 they can construct same, Below iz a sketch plsn prepared by Jack Worth which is a wery suitable construction.

Skatch plan of Mallard-type Nest Box
Cut from 12® x 1% R/S-G/R Pinus Radiata
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NEWS FEON DUCKS UNLEIMEPLED, INC. U.S_&.

A US$ 60 million programime Lo pravids habitat for Worth America's waterfowl has been announced by Ducks Uniimitad.
The plan, which was announéed ab the organisations 39th anmual beard of trustees mesting held in Mexice City recently,
©alls for Ducks Unlimitea, Tnc., to raise tha monay over the next five years for the development of wetlands in
Canada, whers over 70% of the waterfow] on the North American continent origipate. DU Inc will forward uss 7
million to DU {Canada) during the current calendar year and accelsrate this rate of funding over the remaining

tour years of the programma.

DUCKS UNLIMITED (NZ) WELCOMES NEWw WILCOLIFPE OFFICER

Your Hamilton divectors held a small function in mid June to welcoms to Hamilton the new Wildlife Officer, dr Stewsct
Moore - thig is a 'tirst' for the Waikato as praviously the Wildlife Service have always operated out of Awckland.
Also present were John Cheyne and Pater Andarson from the Wildlifs Serwvice.

1976 MOBIL ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS

Ducks Wnlizited (KZ) hes been advised that it is =ligible for consideration for an envirormental grant, and an
application has been lodged for flnancial assistance with Operation Pateke, to assist the endangered Brown Tasl
species.  Mobil ©11 invites interested and qualified organizations to apply for environmental grants because
evidence suggests that a need still exists for the funding of snvirommental research and study prejects. This
is the zixth year of ihe programme and to date the company has distributed more than § 30,000 in cash qrants
amongsnt soms 35 reciplents. To guote from their publicity materisl, Mobil consider "that, az New Zealinders.
we must be prepered o dlq into OuY ouwn pockets if we want to protect our natural heritage.’



DU MEMBERSHIP -~ TAX DEDUCTIRILITY RATING

211 members will be aware that DU promotes the tax deductibility rating of its membexship subscriptions.
We were disturbed earlier this month to learn that one of cur members had had his tax form retarned by the
local branch of the Inland Revenuo Department with the statement that our subscriptions were not tax
deductible.

We have since followed this matter up with the Department who stated in thelr original ruling that all
'contributions' to Lucks Unlimited or donationz will gualify as a special exemption up to an overall
1limit of § 200 for all qualifying donations. The Department have come back to us with & roply which is
very favourable and confirms that 'subscriptions by individual members will, swbject to the current
statutory limitation of § 200, qualily for the special exemption allowsble under Section H4B of the Tax
Act. '

For your ianformation, Ducks Unlimited (NZ) is approved for the pmrposes of the following Acts:
= Section 1B of the Stamp and Chegue Duties Act 1971 - exemption from conveyance duty

- Sections 393 and 73 of the Estate and Gift Duties Act 1968 - exomption from estate
and gift duty purposes

- Section 80 (1) (n) of the Iand & Tocose Tax Act 1954 - exemption from income tax
- Sections B84B and 126B of the Land & Ipncome Tax Act 1954
Undor Section 848 cash donations (sné now subscriptions) by individuals of 3 2 or more

will qualify as a specizl exemption up to an overall limit of $ 200 for all qualifying
donations and private schooel fens.

Under Scction 126B cash donations by public companies will gqualify as a deduction up to
a meximum of $ 1,000 in respect of any onc donee with an oversll maximum for all
qualifyins donations of: $ 1,000 ar

53 of the canpany's nssessable income, whichaver

is the greater.

The above exemptions apply to donaticns made on or after 1 April 1974 and all district
offices of the Deopartment have been advised accordingly.

STOP PRESS - 'OPERATION PATEXE'

The 1976/77 breeding sceason is already under way with a report from President, Tan Piranl, that one of his pairs
have coummenced Iaying. At the time of writing, (hree eggs have boen 1aid - 80 we are ofl ¢ s goud start.

On 22 June Ducks Unlimited received 23 Brown Tesl, taken off Ureat Barrier Tsland by Dr Murray Williams togethar
with two other Wildlife officers, These bpirds are st present at Jack Worth's property being acclimatised and
ence they have szettled in will be dieiributed Lo members who have made application to hold this species.

You will have noticed eariier in e newsletter s list of specifications for the holding and rearing of Srown
Teal, We are still seeking about thirty memhers who would be prepared to take a pair, sa if you think that you
could meet the conditions and would like to make an atbempt - then please complete the application form and drop
it in the mall Lo DU hesdguarters in Hamilton,

Brown Teal - reared by Neil Hsyes, DU Director, of Wellington.



